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I may be here allowed to state, that having; for the last 
fifteen years deToted much of my attention to Books, [ should 
feel honoured in receiTing (he commands of Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, in the arranging, repairing, and valuation of 
their Libraries. 

In order to render myself competent to undertake any de. 
partmcnt of Bibliography, I have acquired a knowledge of 
many of the oriental and most of the modem languages. 1 do 
not hesitate to avow, that it is as a Bookseller 1 am desirous of 
appearing before the Public, and to found a reputation upon 
a strict and punctual attention to every department of my 
business, as best calculated to secure that confidence and 
favor which I am so desirous to obtain. 

WJF.UAM GOODHUGH. 

155, Oxford Street, 
Mat, 1827. 
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PREFACE. 



Molta renaiccDtar qam jam ceciderei cad«otqae qos nunc lunt in 

honore vocabola. 

Hoa. 



A HE great and unceasing influx of new books on all 
subjects has long required a sort of Catalogue rai- 
sonn^, where they may be viewed placed in their 
several departments, with a short critical notice of 
their peculiar merits. How far this object may have 
been attained by the present work, I humbly leave to 
the candid opinion of the Literary Public. I am con- 
scious of having omitted many modern works which 
ought, perhaps, to have found a place in this volume. 
To plead my excuse, I cannot avoid quoting the words 
of an eminent French Bibliographer, in asking the 
question, What is Bibliography ? " C'est d'observer 
^^ un ordre methodique dans le classement de ce nom- 
'^ bre infini de compositions litteraires, scientifiques, 
^^ hisforiques, et m£me religieuses et morales, dont 



IV PREFACE. 

^^ rimprimerie a enrichie Ics nations policees ; c'est 
^^ d'indiquer les bonnes editions des livres ainiii que 
^^ leur degre de merite et de rarete. Quelle t&che 
^^ importante et difficile ! et pour £tre bien remplie, a 
^^ quels bons esprits, a quels hommes £claires elle doit 
<< etre confiee.'' Should this attempt be favourably 
received, I shall avail myself of every opportunity to 
correct and enlarge it for a future impression; and if 
encouraged by its success^ it is my intention to under- 
take a similar work for the Literature of France, 
Grermany, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, accompanied 
with biographical and critical notices^ 



WILLIAM GOODHUGH, 



155, OXFORD STREET, 
BiAT, 1827. 
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LIBRARY MANUAjL. 



Written hy Mn, Barbauld, m Dr. PriatUy^t f My. 

A list of folks that kicked a dust. 

On this poor globe, from Ptol the first. 

The fathers ranged in goodly row, 
A decent, venerable show. 
Writ a great while ago, they tell us. 
And many an inch o'ertop their fellows. 

Sermons, or politics, or plays. 

Papers and books, a strange mixed olio. 

From shilling touch to pompous folio; 

Answer, remark, reply, rejoinder. 

Fresh from the mint, all stamped and coined bare. 

Forgotten rhymes and college themes. 
Worm-eaten plans and embryo schemes, 
A mass of heterogeneous matter, 
A chaos dark, nor land nor water. 

Books, says Bacon, can never teach the use of books. The itadant 
must learn, by commerce with mankind, to reduce bis speculalioni to 
practice, and accommodate bis knowledge to the purposes of life. 



THEOLOGY. 

He that can only converse upon questions about which only a small 
.part of mankind has knowledge sufficient to be curious, matt pan bn 
days in unsocial silence, and live in the crowd of life without a compa- 
nion. He that can only be useful on great occasions, may die without 
exerting bis abilities. No degree of knowledge, attainable by man, is 



S THEOLOGY. 

able to set him above the want of hourly assistance. By desrending, 
therefore, from the pinnacle, no honor will be lost. An elevated genius 
employed in little things, appears, to use the beautiful simile of Lon- 
ginns, like the sun in his evening declination ; he remits his splendor, 
bat retains his magnitude, and pleases more, thoagh he dazzles less. 



ON THE STUDY OV THEOLOGY. 

In a letter I had the honor to receive from the Rev. Thomas Hartwell 
Home, be mentions among the advices for students for the study 
of Theology, Warburton's Directions, Works, 4to. volume 4»— 8vo. vo- 
lume 10, which are written somewhat in the style of Dr. Farmer, in bis 
excellent letter on the study of Boglish History, which will be found 
in that department Wottoo's Method of studying Divinity, of which a 
new edition was printed a few years since at Oxford, with bibliographical 
notes by Dr. Cotton. The late Bishop Barriogton, at the end of his vo- 
lume of Sermons and Charges, gives some valuable advice. At the end 
of the Preacher, a collection of sermons on the pastoral care, edited by 
the late Dr. Williams, of which a new edition has lately appeared, there 
is a copious list of books for an Bngfishrtibrary. The Rei^ereod Edward 
Bickersteth has announced a CfHkKitis JUmdtr, to eoMala advices for 
studying advantageously, with a lift of select worls. 

There is now in the press a volnme of letters dn the ftddy of divinity, 
from a Bishop to his son. 



THE HOLY SCRIPTtTRBS. 

The Family Bible, with Notes ezplanmtorj and practical, by Dr. 
IVOyley and Bishop Jfaat, 3 vols. 4to. 31. 12j. with platci. 

Tkb wotk fa paUlifefl< wader the wkmdkm of the venerable Society fw pw 
moting Cbrlatiui Knowledge, aad piufa s w to eoounanicate onlj the reraHs of the 
critical faiqolries the«Meiveii tbeM r — Hb , however, are selected with great jadg- 
meat. The nOe-of thirty thoaaaad eepiei prorei the eitimatloa in which tUt 
laborioiu wotk i« held. flome. 

Scott. The Holy Bfbfe, with original notes, practical observa- 
tions, and copious marginal references, by the Rev. Thomas Scott, 
6 vols. 4to. dl. 8s. 

ne ceastsat aad iacieasiiig nle of thfa work proves the Ugh eitiaiatioa la 
which it is dcarmdly held. Besides several rtrj laige laipreishms of aeveial 
OoHsads each, 9&^U0 have been aold lathe Uaited States, from 190S to 1819. 



TllEOLOGV 



Tbe Holj Scriptara. 



Henrt. An Exposition of the Old and New Testoments, by Mat- 
thew Henry, 6 vols. 4to. 6/. 6s. plates, 8/. 8s. large paper, 122. I3s. 
Patrick, Lowth, Whitby, and Arnold. Commentary on the 

Holy Bible, 8 vols. 4to. 8/. 8s. 

Tiie four volume* of Patrick, Lowth.and Arnold, are justlj ralued, as contaln- 
Ingone of tbe bnt commentaries on the Old Testament and Apocrypha, wblch we 
bftTe in the Enf liih lanfrnafe. 
Blatnbt. The Holy Bible according to the authorised version, 

with marginal references, by Dr. Blayney, 8vo. I6s. 

Tbe Bible, tayt Loclie, has Rod for Its avtiior, Tnidi without any mixtve of 
emr for Its matter, and Salvation for iu end. 

Id 1769 Dr. Blayney was appointed by the delegates of tbe Clarendon 
press, to collate carefully the first folio edition of King James's traasU- 
tion* of 1611, and that of 1701, published by Bishop Llqyd. The punc- 
tuation was carefully attended to, not only with a view to preserve the 
true sense, but also to uniformity as far as was possible. Frequent re- 
course was had to the Hebrew and Greek originals, and as on other ocea- 
sloDs, lo with a special regard to words not expressed in the original Ian* 
guage, but wbicb our tranataton have thought fit to iopert in It^ici, in 
order to make out the sense after the English idiom, or to preserve the 
connection. 

Considerable alterations were made in tbe beads or contents prefixed 
to the chapters ; many of the proper names being untranslated, whose 
etymology was necessary to be known, in order to a more perfeet cob< 
prehension of the allusions in the text. The translation of them was 
supplied in the margin for the benefit of the unlearned. Some obvious 
and material errors in the chronology were considered and rectified. The 
marginal references in Bishop Lloyd's Bibia bad soflfeied in many placat 
from tbe inaccuracy of the press, so that it was necessary to turn to and 
compare the passages. A late Archbishop of Canterbury suggested that 
an improvement might be made in the present editions of the Bible, by 
taking a number of additional references, particularly from a Scotch 
editioDy of which the Vice-Chsncellor lent him a copy. Such of them 



* The publication of Tindal and Coverdal«*s translations of the Bible 
greatly piomoted the work of tbe Reformation, though it soon received a 
poweiful check by the passing of tbe terrible and bloody act of the Six 
Aritclfs. Bf this act alt who spoke against transubstantiation were to be 
burnt as herttics, and suffer the loss* of tall their lands and goods ^ and to 
defend tha commanioB in both kindsi or tha marriage of priests, or to 
speak agala^ the necessity of private mass ^pd aairicQlar copfessioD, was 
ma4e felony, wit|i|orfQi\turt of Uods and gooda. 



• THEOLOOy. 

ware •elected u Dr. Slijnef jadfed moit perliaent. Id doing (bit he 
•ndntonred to keep clear of mere fincifiil allutianiiOr vbicb loommn; 
preieuled IbemseUet in the Snitch edition.' 
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flicellent work of Oime, entitled, 

BIbKotbfca Biblica, * a lelef ( liit of booki on iscred lilersiure, 8 

18». 
Dr. DibdiD'i lolrodnction to Clauiu, vol. I. 
Horlwrll Hornet Inlraduclion lo ihe iludy of tbr Holy Scriplui 

Iter. J. T. Rlnomflcld'* Recenilo Synoptics AaaolBIIoD)* Sacra 
critical digeal and tynopiiral arrangement of the moil import 
ooDOtalioni of Ibe New Tcslameni. 3 vols. 8f u. 
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THB TESTAMENT. 

• Oa Ibeaccmioa of Eliialieih. many worthy eiilet wrih joy returned 
borne. One of ihem made luit to the Queen in the following curiam and 
■{Daiat petition, in hrhilf of Mattbe*, Hark. Luke, and John, who had 
long been ioipriiDned in a Latin iratiilation, tbai ihey alio iDight be re- 
ilored lo Itberly, and walk abroad ai formerJ> io the Englith tongue. To 
tbia peiitwn her Majeity immediaiely repli>-d.— " That he ihould Grat 
" know the miudi of the priaonen, who perhapi deiired no >uch liberty 
"aa be rrqumed."'-ffejFlin'( fftil Re/, 

t Hr. Orme tayi, the lull publiihed by the Biihop of LlanitalT. Dur- 
bam, and Lincoln; by Dr. U-ln, of Trinity Collefe, Dublin; Dr. Wil- 
liam*, nt Rolherham; and Mr. Home, in hii Introdnrlion ; and Ibe 
characlen of booki, by Dr. Doddridge and Biibop Mariii, in their 
reipactire lecturci, are well koowa, and all poueiiid of a poitioa d( 




THBOIiOOT. 



WMfci of Conmicatiton and Writen on the CriUelm of tho BcripCarai. 



Br. lUffltf, for ezcellenl marginal references ; Bishop Wilioo, and Burder, 
for Eastern customs ; Fawcett, Hewlett, & Bouihroyd, for family use. 
LvTBBR. A Commentary on the Galatians, by Martin Luther, with 

Life by the Rev. E. Mlddletoo, 8vo. lOs.dd, 
Hall* Contemplations, by Bishop Hall, 2 vols. 8vo. 1808, edited 

by the Rev. J. Pratt. 
JoiiBi. Biblical Cyclopcsdia. by W. Jones, 2 vols. 8vo. i8S6. 

The feograpbical part of this work ia partlcalarlj well executed. 
JoiBFHUs. Translated by ^hlston, 4 volt. 8vo. 1/. lOs. 
Bbausobrr and L*Enpant. Introduction to the reading of 

the New Testament, 8vo. 9«. 

This book wu origioally a preface to the French Vertlon of the New Te«taineBt» 

pnblUied 1718. Binliop %lf atioD observes that this is a work of citraordlnary merit* 

The aalbora have scarcely left any topic untouched, oa which the >oung.stadflBt in 

diTlnlty may be aoppoved to want fnformation. 
COLiiTBR. The Sacred Interpreter, or a Practical Introduction 

towards a beaeflclal ivadiaK of the Holy Scriptorei, 8 volt. IS*. 

by the Rev. David Collyer, trat printed la 1746. 

Bishop Marsh Myi this work Is calculated for readera in general, and is a good 
popular preparation fbr^he Holy Scriptures. 
Gray. The Key io the Old Testament, 8vo. ISf. 

This book WIS undertalien in imitation of the late Bhhop Percy's well kaova 
and often printed Key to the N«*w Testament ; but it is a much more elaborate par- 
formanceb Bishop Mant and Dr. D*Oyley have liberally arailed themselves of Dr. 
Oiay^ i gsea r tliSi,iB their reoaaC valaable coBunentary on the Holy Srriptnres. 
Calm ST. Dictionary of the Bible, 5 vols. 4to. lOL lOs. 

Ca1met*B Dictionary is the basis of all similar modern worksk 
Baowif. Dictionary of the Bible, by the Kev. J. Brown, 8 vols. 

8vo. 18s. 
Robin foir. A Theological, Biblical, and Ecclesiastical Dictio> 
nary, serving as a general note book, to illustrate the Old and 
New Testaments, by the Rev. J. Robinson, 8vo. 1/. 7s. 

It Is BO small commendation of this work, that, within a few months after Its 
pabUcatlon, It was recommended by several prelates to the attention of candidalaa 
ftr Holy Orders. To every theological student who has not access to an eztansivt 
Ubnorj, this volume will prove a very excellent substitute. 
Itackhousb. The History of the Holy Bible, by the Rev. T. 
Stackhoaie, a new edition, with important additions by Bishop 
Gleig, 9 vols. 4to. 1817. 



THEOLOGY. 



Wocto of CoaHMBtelon aad Wrtten om tlM Cittkkm of tbe Scr^tani. 



Thif woifc bis ■hnp ben blgbly esteemed fbr Its vtility, and tbe Tariety of 
TalnMs fl lartiaUuM wbkb tibe tnlbor bis bro«gfal togelber from every 



BbtikiooSi Thesanras TlieologicaS) by Bitbop Bereridge, 9 ▼•!•. 

Bwo.1L 4s. 
Buck. Theological Dictionary, by tbe Rer. C Bock, 8 vols. 8to. 

\LU. 
Douglas. Tbe Crlterioo, or Miracles examined with a view to 

explain tbe pretensions of Pagans and Papists, 8vo. St. 
OaivBa. A Scripture Lexicon, or a Dictionary of Persons and 

Places in tbe Old and New Testaments, 8vo. 8s. 
CauoBN. A Concordance to tbe Holy Scriptures, by Alexander 

CmdeOf 4to. II. Is. in Svo, 18«. 
BuBOBB. Oriental Customs, or an lUiiftratlpD of the Sacred 

Scriptares, by tbe Rev. S. Barder, 8 volt. 8vo. It IDs. 
■ Orieatal LiteratOM applied to tba IlkntratioB id the 

Sacred Script ves, 8 vols. 8vo. 1/. 5#. 
LowTH. A Translation of Isaiah, with notes, 8 vols. 8vo. I6s. 

by Bishop Lowth. 
Lbighton. Commentary on the first Epistle of St. Peter, by 

Arcbbbbop Leigh ton, 8 toIs. 8vo. portrait, 18f. 
Ortoit. An Exposition of tbe Old Testament, by Job Orton. 

with a Life by Dr. Kippis, 6 vols. 8vo. SL 3s. 
RoBiBSOM. Scripture Characters, or an Improvement of the 

principal Histories of the Old ao# New Tefttameots, 3 i^>ls. 8vo. 

U 7s. 18mo. U Is. 
DoDBBiDOB. The Family Expositor, by the Rev. Dr. Doddridfe, 

vols. 8vo. 81. 8s. in one vol. 8vo. complete, 18 s. 
HBWTOir. A DissertatioD od Hm Propheclea, by Dr. NewtM 

a 

2 vols. 6vo. 10s. 12rao. 8s. 
Gba V Bi on the Pentateach, 8 volt. 8vo. 8I«. 

Tbh val«»hle wpifc is faidfapeusaMy mtmrnrj tofiy bftileal etadent. 
GiLTiB. A Commentary oo the New Testament, by the R#v« W. 

Gilpin, 8 vols. 8vo. 16s. 
Tbafy. Notes on the Gospels, 8vo. 8s. 1805. 
Fabbb. Hone Hoeaicci or a View of the Mosaical Recordii by 

the Rev. George Stanley Faber, 8 vols. 8vo. 1818. 18s. 
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THEOLOGT. 



IVoilu of Commentaton and Writer* on die CrfUclim of the Scrlpturet. 



Tbow wbo hare not the meani or Idmiie to consatt the TatoaUe worln of Mr* 
Bryuit, Mr. Manrlce, and Sir William Jones, in thit line, will tMft in tfaeee vo- 
honet Huy of the moft itrlklnc facti broaght togetfaer* 
Town LET. IllastratioiM of Biblical Literature, with platei, by 
the Rev. James Townley, 3 vols. 8fo. 2L 2m. 

An able and diHirent scholar, naweartod in raseairh, sound in prino^k* and 
impartial lu the expovilion of the troth. It Is as snltable for general reading aa It Is 
excellent for scholastic refierence. 
BuTLB R. Horse Biblice, being a connected series of miscellaneoos 
Dotes on the original text, 8to. 14«. 
This b a jndldoos mannal of biblical crttidsB. 
GiSAKD. Institotes of Biblical Criticism, or heads of a course of 
lectares on that subject, read in the Unifersity of Aberdeen, by 
Dr. Alexander Gerard, 1808, 8vo. 

Of general and elementary treatlset on sacred criticism, there is none more te 
be noommeoded, either for persplenKj er eoRecHien. BWup JbrsA. 

Haimlton. Introduction to the study of the Hebrew ScripCnrct, 
by the Rct. George Hamltton. Sro. 

Till 1 1 1 1 ifiralliin Is blfliljiiianitilili tii Ihiithiii's iiiflaHiji^JritiiiMl 

Campbell. On the Gospels, 4 toIs. 8to. 22. 9«. 

Leetaret on Systematic Theology, 8wo, 8$, 

Dissertation on the Miracles, 8vo. 9i. 

liOCKE. Commentary on the Epistles, by John Locke, 6fo. lOs. 
Marsh. A Coarse of Lectures containing a description and syste- 
*" matic arrangement of the several branches of Divinity, by Herbert 
Blarsh, Bishop of Peterborough, 8fo. I4f. 

These lectures embrace almost every topic of biblical crlticisB« and an partlca- 
larly Taloable for tlieir critical notices of the principal writers who haTe treated oa 
these snlijects. 
Hu RD. An Introduction to the study of the Prophecies, 8to. 
HoRSLET. The Psalms of Dayfd, translated by Bishop Hortley, 
with Notes, 2 vols. 8vo; 18«. 

" ■ — Biblical Criticism on the books of the Old Testament, 
4 vols. 8vo. 2L 2«. 
MicBAELii. An Introduction to the New Testament, by John Da- 
vid Michaelis, translated from the German, by Herbert Marsh, 
Bishop*of Peterborough, 6 vols. 8vo. 21. 12*. 6d. 

The flfst edUkm of this JaestlMsble work irai printed in 1750. Its Talae is 
greatly eahaacad hy the notes of Bishop Manh. 
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ZTDltSra. I6f. 
LiBDKEL The Crc 

lagri of anciriii ■alhon. obo wrr; raDtempnrarT nilh oar S>- 
Tionr and hit Ap<Hl)«, or wha Vued near ibrir limr, bjNalhaaiel 
Urdnrr. D.D, 5 mU. lie. 101. lOf. 11 Tnli. avo. 

Tbp I-o«nt •oiuiv.t.r Ihl'gmlaDdnlublcsnt UIMntoimnllltsletr 

Hakmeb. Ohtrrvaiinnt on diirn paiMign nf StHptiirF, 4 Toll. Sto. 

bj Thomai Harmirr g collrcled and rCTiwd b; Dt. Adam CiMkc, 

S(. St 
BoaPFR. Oriental Cailam), or an Tllailtaxlan of Oie Sacred Scrip- 

lurn. b ihr.Rer. Samuel Burdrr. ! io\i. Sto. 1 1 Si. 
Ctlrnlal Lileralurc applied Id ibe llluilralioD of tbe Sa- 
cred SctlplDTO, 3 ToIi. 8>D. If. lOi. 
There is anulberbooliorihii clan by lfa« Ret. W. Fonler, S>a. 1SU> 

I0>. &I. 
BoKHS. An lotrodnclion lo Ibe Crilical StadT asd Knowledge of lb« 

Holy ScriplnrM, by ike Ret. Tbomai llarlwell Home, 4 tali. 6lh 

edition. 31. 3m. 

WBipa. Il b Boa ulnptKd II a Int boot is our UnlienltiH and Tlwoloclal 

pAiTof . Illu'tralion nf ibe Holy ScHplDm, by Ihe Rev. G, Pailon, 
3>ah. 8'a.9A rdiiiun. If. 16<. 

ToMUxe. The F.lemenU of Cbriilian Theology, by Prelyman Tom- 
line, Bli'hop of Wiocbnler. « toll. Sto. ]8i. 

Jm. Sacred Literalure. by ihe Ret. J Jrbb, ISM, Sto. I3i. 

tie* TeHUHtl. Bamt. 

frnLLncrLEBT. Origines Sacm, 1817, 3 tdU. Sto. I4(. 
JoTtEa. The Method of tellliDg the Canon of (be New Teitamenl, 

StoU. 8to. I5f. 
Mack«iobt- TbeHannoDyoftbeFoaTGoapeli, wlthaparaphraie 

•ad nMM, bj Jamc* Maekni(bt,8 lob-Sta. It. li. 
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Works of CommenUton and Writers on the Crfticinn of the Scriptvret. 



Macknight. a Literal TraDsIatioo of the Apostolicat Epistles, 
4 vols. 8vo. 2/. 2s. 

with the original Greek, and old translation, 

6 vols. 8vo. 31. 3s. 

Stanhope. A commentary on the Epistles, 4 vols. 8vo. 2f.2«. 

N'ARES. The Veracity of the Evangelists demonstrated by a com- 
parative view of their histories, 8vo. 8s. 

Jennings. Jewish Antiqoities ; to which Is annexed a dissertation on 
the Hebrew language, by Dr. Jennings, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Brown. The Antiquities of the Jews, carefally compiled from au- 
thentic sources, 2 vols. 8vo. 1 /. 4s 

This is the most elaborate system of Jewish Antiiinitiei exUnt IntheEncUih 
language. 

Prideaux. The Connection of the Old and New Testament, by 
Dean Prideaux, 4 vols. 8vo. Hi 2s. 

Dr. Prideaax*B Connections were bandied about, from hand to hand* amoBf nt 
least five or six of the most eminent booksellers, daring the space of at least two 
years, to no purpose, none of them undertaldng to print the worlc. It therefore laj 
in obscuritjr, until Archdeacon Echaid, the author's friend, stronglj recommended 
ft to Tmuou. It was purchased, and the publication was very successful. 

lyitraelL 

LEWIS' A History of the principal translations of the Bible into 

English, reprinted in 8vo. 1818, 10s. 6cf. by John Lewis. 
Cotton. A View of the English Translations of the Bible, by Dr. 

Cotton, 8vo. 10s. 6d, 
For erudite philological criticism, consult Kennicott on the State of 

the Hebrew Text, Owen*s Critica Sacra, and Modes of Quotation 

used by the Evangelical Writers. 
Hunter. Sacred Biography, by Henry Hunter, 5 vols. 8vo. 2/ 2s. 
An excellent book. 

Trimmer. Sacred History selected from the Scriptures, with annota- 
tions and reflections, by Mrs. Trimmer, 6 vols. 12mo. 1/. lOs. 

Conversations on the Bible, by a Lady, 12mo. 7s. may be mentioned 
as a Tery suitable little work to put into the hands of youth. 

Hales. The Analysis of Chronology, by Hales, b the most elaborate 
system of Chronology extant in our language, 3 vols* 4to. 1809. 
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W orlts of Commentaton and Writen on the Criticifm of tb« Scriptam. 



Wells. Geography of the Old and New Tegtamcnt, 2 vots. 8vo. 14*. 
RiRRis. The Natural History of the Bible, with plates, by Dr. J. M. 

Harris, l2mo, 8s, 

A most hntrnctiTe and pleaiini; Uttle book. 
Scriptare Atlas, 4to. 1(. 5i. 
Wtld. a Scripture Atlas, by James Wyld, 4to. colored, I/. 16«. 

imperial 8vo. half bound, 12. 55. 
Shuckford. The Connection of Sacred and Profane History, by 
. Shuckford, enlarged by Creighton, 4 toIs. 8to. 1^ 135. 
TUi woik b faitcodoctory to that of Prldeaoz. 



DUTIES OF THE CLERGY. 

Dr. Johnson, in an excellent letter to a young clergyman, makes the 
folloviag observations. 

Take care ito regntcr somevbert the aathors from whom your several 
discourses are borrowed ; and do not imagine that you shall always re- 
member, even what, perhaps, you now think it impossible to forget 

My advice, however, is that yoQ attempt from time to time an original 
sermon ; and in the labour ot composition, do not burden your mind with 
too much at once; do not exact from yourself, at one effort of excogita<-> 
tion, propriety of thought and elegance of expression. Invent first, and 
then embellish. The production' of something where nothing was before, 
is an act of greater energy than the expansion or decoration of the thing, 
produced. Set down diligently your thoughu, as they rise, in tlfa first 
words that occur; and when you have matter, you will easily five it 
form. Nor, perhaps, will this method be always necessary ; for by habit, 
your thoughts and diction will flow together. 

The compoiition of sermons is not very difficult ; the divisions not only 
help the memory of the bearer, but direct the judgment of the writer ; 
they supply sources of invention, and keep every part io its proper 
place. 

The advke of Dean Stanhope to a young Clenfywum. 

The first care of a divine should be to make himself well skilled In the 
Bible ; which is not to be done without the help of good commentators. 
Bot in regard to what Solomon says of books in general, is as true of 
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Dottei of t&e Clergy. 



this AS of Any other tort, that of many of them there it no end, an^ that 
much study of them it a wearinest to the flesh, I will point you out a few 
in which yotr will find the subitance of a great many. 

There are Bishop Patrick^! Commentaries, which will lead you a great 
way, even fTom Genesis to Isaiah ; Day upon that Prophet ; Pocock on 
those of the minor Prophets which be has undertaken ; Hammond and 
Whitby on the New Testament ; and the incomparable Saint ChrysostonI, 
both for his explications and moral improvements of the Scriptures. 
With these, and the help of Pole's Synopsis of the great Critics, for those 
parts of acripture not before named. It might be well to go through a 
whole course of the Bible with great attention and care, wherein it may 
be fit to take along with yon Archbishop Usher's Annals; Prideaux's 
Connection of the Old and New Testaments ; the works of Lightfoot and 
Mr. Mede. Bui in regard the Bible is to be a constant study, and it 
would be too troublesome upon every reading of it to turn to so many 
expositors, I advise, by all means, that you would get the Old and New 
Testaments in quarto, doubly interleaved with blank paper, a page for 
each column. Thus, as you go along, you may enter such remarks as 
you think useful, and such references to authors as may occasionally be 
aonsulted ; which, when done, will save you the trouble of reading more 
than your own notes, as often as you shall go over the Bible afterwards* 
This I have found of great use to myself, and herein can speak of my 
own experience. 

As to other books which may fit you for the discharge of your duty,— 
Mr. Hooker, Bishop SaedersoM, Bishop Pearson, Stillingfleet, Dr. Jack- 
son, and Archbishop Tillotson , cannot be read too often. Happy is the 
man that can form bia style upon the last of these ; and in plain, practical 
preaching, upon the rational, instructive, and familiar way of the Whole 
Duty of Man. I had rather you should be told by any other person that 
the time may not be quite lost which is employed in casting an eye now 
and then upon my Boyle's Lectures, printed in 1700. I am sure, at 
least, that will be well spent which you bestow on Scott's Cbrrstian Life, 
Lock's Uqoiry after Happiness, aad Sherlock's Treatises of DMtb, 
Judgment, and Providence. 

There is a French Testament, in four volumes, 8vo. the very book of 
Quesnel, which hath made such a bustle of late, by giving rise to the 
famous BuH Unigenitus, which, if you are not master of the French, 
may be had translated into English. Tliis abounds with many excellent 
refiections, both devotional and moral. 

Your eouatry, I know, swarma with Papists and Dissentefs. For 
maintaining your ground against the former, I know not a shorter or 
more effectual way than to make yourself roaster of the tracts written 
against them in the reign of James the Second ; and for the latter, beside 
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DMk* of IW Ckiu. 

Hooker and Sindenon, the Loadan cuei Bgkinit the Dissenter*, and 
Bishop Stillingaeet'i Cnreatonibleiien af KpsraliDn, ■■ to tbe diacipUae 
part; andat la tbe docirinal, boidet Dr. Jncksoo, Bishop Bull, of Juati- 
firalian, Clagctt tipOD tbe Operation] of ihe Holy Spirit, and tbe collec- 
tion of lracl» coneemiug Predejli nation and ProTidence, primed at 

authors above, at fit to be studied, ■iihout ci.larsmg upon F.cclesiailical 
Hiatorr, thePatlictiorCa!uislicalDiiioiiT.<rhi<:hiiil1 uaturally hereafter 

Gtorge Slanhopt. 
Tbeolngical learning is the Profeision of the aergy; and it may jastlr 
be laid lo every ignorani Minister "f ibe Guspel,— Thou which teachett 
another, teachett Iboa not Ihyielf f Buhop of Uandaff. 

BtnwcT. The Pastoral Care, hy Bishop Burnet, 13ido. 

OntheTbirty-nioe Articles, 6fo. 9s. 

The Eiposition of (be Thirty.nine Articles, Sto. Si 6if- 

Seckeb. night Charges, by Archbishop Seeker, Svo. 6>. 

Welohlt ArticlcB of tke Church of England, with notea by (arious 

aolhors, by Archdeacon Welcfamas, 8ta. 61. U. 
CuruE. An Essay on the Composition of a SennoD, by Archhiihop 

Claude, wilb notes, 2 tdIs. 610. IGi. 
Sbethard. An I^lucidatiou of tbe Book of Cwnman Prayer, by W. 

^ephard, 9 f ols. Sto. 16(. 
Wbutlet. An tlluslratton of the Book of CommoD Prayer, by J. 

Wheallej, S»o. lOj. 
PiAtiaitTi. An Eipiwiti 

Sto. ISa. 

Dtnamrr. A Guide to Ihe Cburcb, S voh. Sto. ITi. 
HoDOHt. laslructians for Ihe nie of Candidates for Holy Orders, 

sad of the Parochial Clergy, by Thomas Had|^on, 8vo. 9f. 
Clergyman's AEiialant) being a colleclloo of ilatnlci, ardinaoces, 

and farms, relating to (be rights, duties, and liabilities of the 

Clergy j (o ohich are prefixed the coutiluliooj and canons of (he 

Church of England, I9i. 
CIer^-(naa's Instructor; a collection of valuable tracts on the minis- 
terial duli«, iOiGd. 
Mast. The Order for Ihe Visitalioo of (he Sick, i 

prayen, by Bishop Mam, ISmo. 5f . 



of (he Creed, by Bishop Peanon, 9 vols. 
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Statutes relating to the Residence of the Clergy, 8vo. 2s. 

Homilies appointed to be read in Cborches, a new edition, with va- 

rioos readings, 1822, Svo. 8i. 
Mannal for the Parish Priest, 12mo. 5s. 

The following boohs on the English Liturgy may he contult^d with 
advantage,— Lecturei on the Liturgy, 1608; Four Sermons on the Ex- 
cellency of the jLtlttrgy, 1813; Review of the Liturgy and Thirty nine 
Articles of the Church of England, 1808; the History of Liturgies, 
Prayers, Ceremonies f ffe.; the First Liturgy of the Church of England; 
Arguments and Proofs of the Excellence of the Liturgy of the Church 
of England, as by law established. 
Campbeix. Lectares on the Pastoral Character, by Dr. George 

Campbell, 8vo, Is, 
Orton. Letters to a Clergyman, by Job Orton, 2 vols. 12mo. 8s, 

The preseut learned Bishop of Salisburjr, Borsesa, spoke Terjr highly of this book 

to me, ODe daj, when In conTernation with him. 
Shepherd. The Preacher, or Sketches of Original Sermons, 5 vols. 

12mo. 1/. 
WATKrvs. Pulpit Oratory, by Dr. J. Watlcins, 2 vols. Svo. 

In 1599 there was a book published called an excellent Method how 
to frame Divine Sermons, and to interpret the Holy Scriptures^ 
according to the capacity of the vulgar people. 

Oae hundred skeletons of sermons, 1799. — A few lists for sermons 
intended chiefly for the use of the younger clergy, 1802. — Helps 
to Composition, or five hundred skeletons of sermons, 1809. 

Clerical Elocution, or an Kss<iy on the delivery of Sermons, 1810. 

On Preaching. 

« 

An Essay on Preaching, wrote in answer to the request of a young 
minister, 1771. — The Practice of Extempore Preaching recom- 
mended by a Clergyman of the Church of England, 1797, Svo. 2s. 
— Discourses, or Preaching, by several eminent Divines, English 
and Foreign, 1801.— An Inquiry into the Tendency of Evangelical 
Preaching and Methodism, 1810. — Plain Preaching, or Sermons 
for the Poor and for all Ranks, 
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PROOFS OF THE TR0TH OF CURISTIA 
GKomis. On Ibe Trrib of the Cbrislian Kriijiion. 



Sxtntm. A PIra tor Hrtigion and the Sarred Writines, IZmo. 5i. 

Palet. a Vieir of fbt Evidepcct of Chrlxianltj, by William Pale), 
8>o.7i. 

CBALVERt. The Eiidfncf and Aulburily of Ibc Chrlstinn RcTclalioD, 
by Dr. Chalmert, 8»n. Bi. ISmo, 7,. 

GaecoRt. The Etidmca of Ibc Chrisliao Religion, h; Olialhnt 
firfEory, LL.D. 9 <ol>. S«o. I4i. 

Bi'TLEH. The AnnloKy of Nsloral and Rercaled Religion, hj Bisbop 
BullcT.Svo. 7>. 

MiliKE. An Inqoiry concerning Ihe Uoclrine of AloDemenl, liy Arch- 
bishop MncEC, 3 Toli. 8vo. S( 2i. 
A mtk of Ike hlgbeit grin of nifrlt. 

DoonRrDcr, Semoas on Ihe Eiidrnret of Cbrielianily. 

Deftnce of Nularal and Revealrd Religion j being an abtidgmeBI of 

liic germoDs preached at ibe Icdure of the Hon. Robert Boyte, 

4 vols. Svu. 
AniirMiv. The Evidence! of 11k Chmtian Religion, by Addlton, 

ISmo. !> 6d. . 

i'Dwi.BTT. Christian Tnilli EipUined, in popnlai* and familiar 

letten, by Ihe Re*. C, Po-lell, B.o. 9i td. 

A Father's ReaEons for being a Christian, fiio. lOr Orf. 

MuflHAV. The Power of Relieion on Ibe Mind, by Lindley Murray, 

ISmo. 5i. 
SoAHE JntTW*. On the ETidencea of the Chriitiaa Religion, by 

Soome Jenyns, ISino. 5j. 

Wat)i>n. Two Apologles—nnc for Ihe Bible, one for Christianity i 
10 which arc added two sermons and a charge, in defence of re- 
tealed religion, by R, WaUon, Bishop of LlandalT, Sco- 9> Sd, 
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Leland. a View of the Deigtical Writers, 2 voh. 8vo. 16f . 
GisBORNE. A Survey of the Christiao Religioa, by T. Gisboroe, 8yo. 

10#. 6d. 
WiLBERFORCE. A Practical View of CbrigtianUy, by W. Wilberforce, 

Esq. 8vo. 9f. 12mo. 4s 6d. 
ToMUWE. An Introduction to the Study of the Bible, by Blsbop 

Tomline, ISmo. 6s. 
Conversations on the Evidences of Christianity, 12ffio. 95. 
. BENMm. Twenty Discourses preached before the University of Cam- 
bridge, on the Evidences of Christianity, in 1820, by the Rev. C. 
Benson, 8vo. 125. 

■ Scripture Difficulties ; twenty discourses preached before 
the University of Cambridge in 1822, 8vo. I2s. 



To give a young man a general knowledge of the tubjeet, and to confirm 

his religious principles. f 

Secker. Lectures on tbe Church Catechism, by Archbishop Seeker, 
12mo. is 6(f. 

GiLPi>. Lectures on the Church Catechism, by the Rev. W. Gilpin, 
l2mo. Ss 6(2. 

PoRTEDS. A Summary of tbe principal Evidences of the Christian 
Religion, by Bishop Porteus, 3s, 

Effects of Christianity, 8vo. 2* 6d. 

The Lectures on the Gospel of St. Matthew, by the same eminent Pre* 
late, should form a part of the library of every young oiaB. The 
sublime display of tbe principles and doctrines of Christianity, 
evinced in these lectures, has nevd" been inrpassed. They were 
delivered at the outset of that frightful era in the history of the 
human mind, the French Revolution, and when great fean were 
entertained of its consequences to this country, 1 voL 8vo. 7f 6d. 

Christian armed against Infidelity, I9ma. 5«. 

Beattie. Evidences of the Christian Religion, by Dr. Beattie, 12mo. 
5s. 

This intereitiiig work Is recommoided by the late Dr. Pirr. 
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Proofii of Che Tnith of CkrMluttj. 



LnuE. A short and easy Method with the Deists, 12mo. Ss 6d. 

The Troth of Christiaoity vindicated, l2mo. 4s 6<f. 

Bentlet. Eight Sermons on the Folly of Atheism, preached at 
Boyle^s Lecture, 8to. 7# 6<f. 

Tbb valoable work it well calciilated to f i«e a proper direction to m yoaa^ maa't 
mfad la rriigioin inqoiry, and to gvard bim against InAdditjr. It b paiUcnlarlj 
■olted to tlio«e who have a taita fiw ciasiical learning; 

Dr. Johnson thoaght Baxter's Reasons of the Christian Religioo con- 
tained the best collection of the evidences of the Christian system. 

Sumner. Evidences of Christianity, by the Rev. J. B. Sumner^ 8vo. 
lOs 6J. 

Chateaubriaxd. The Beauties of Christianity, by Chateaubriand, 
translated by Kett, 3 vols. 8to. II Us 6d, 

HoRSLET. Nine Sermons on the Nature of the Evidence by which the 
fact of our Lord's kesurrection is established, 1 vol. 8vo. by 
Bishop Horsley, lOs 6<f. 

Harness. Christianity viewed in connection with Human Happiness, 
by the Rev. W. Harness, 2 vols. 8vo. 18«. 



MANUALS OF DEVOTION. 



Manual of Morning and Evening Prayers, 1814. — Devotional £xer« 

cises and Prayers. 
Family Worship, by Bean, 8vo. 7«. 
Bishop Wilson's Form of Prayer. 
Taylor. The Holy Living and Dying, by Jeremy Taylor, 8vo. lOi. 

ISmo. 6s, 
Sacred Hours, 2 vols. i2mo. ISt. 
Tbovas a Kempu. The Imitation of Jesat Christ, with an Essay by 

Dr. Chalmers, Zs 6<f. 

Dr. Dibdin Is prepariaf a bandaone edition of tbb excellent book, in rojal 8to. 

A »plendid edition In tbe origfaal Litthi, as well as atnnslation into Frencb, baa 

recentlj appeared In Paris* 
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The Whole Doty of MaD, 8to. boond, 4s. 

The New Whole Duty of Man, 12mo. 5t. 6i. 

Smus. The Domestic Altar, or a Six Weeks* Coarse of Prayers, by 

the ReT. W. Smith, 8?o. 8s. 
Momio; aod ETeoiog Sacrifice, or Prayers for Families, 7s. 
Pietas Qnotidiana, or Prayers for evegr day in the Week, sdecled 

from the most eminent Divines, S4mo. bound, 2s 6<f. 
A Companion to the Altar, by the Rct. Hugh Blair, bound, ft 6<{. 
Johnson. Prayers and Meditations, by Dr. Johnson. 
BuitKnT. Help and Guide to Christian Families, Is 6d. 
Jenks. Prayers and Demotions, by B. Jenks, rerised by the Rey. C. 

Simeon, Svo. 6s. 
BicKSBSTETB. A Trcatlsc on Prayer, by the Rct. Edw. Bickersteth, 

8to. 8s. 
— — — — On the Lord*8 Sopper, 8vo. 8s. 

■ ■ Scripture Help, 12mo. 6s. 

WiuoN. Private Meditations and Prayers, accommodated to general 

use, by Bishop Wilson, 3s 6d, 
Devout Communicant, foolscap 8vo. 3t 6J, 18mo. 2s. 
The New Week's Preparation, 12mo. bound, 3t 6d» 
— — — Whole Duty of Prayer, 12mo« bound, 5s. 
' Blanual of Devotions, $g 6<l, large type, 4s 6d. 

Meditations and Prayers, previous to, and during the reception of, 

the Holy Communion, 12mo. S8> Cadell. 
More. The Spirit of Prayer, by Hannah More, 12mo. As. 
Nelson. The Feasts aod Fasts, by Nelson, 12mo. bound, 5s. 
There is an abridgment, in 12mo. by Belson, price St 6<f. 
Adam. Select Passages from the Bible, arranged under distiDct 

beads, for the use of schools and families, by Alexander Adam, 

12mo. 4s 6<f, Oliver and Boyd. 
HcNnNGiDRo. A Manual for the Sick, containing Prayers and a 

Selection from the Psalms, by the Rev. T. Huntingford, 2s 6d, 
A Century of Christian Prayers, foolscap 8vo* 6s,* 
Suspirlum Sanctorum, or Holy Breathings, by a Lady, 12mo. 0s 6d, 
CuNNiNGHAii. Morning Thoughts, by the Rev. W. CnnniDghaai, l2mo. 

itSd. 



THEOLOGY. 



StumM' Commaniap with God, b; Slgna, Iranalaled rrom [be Gcr- 

man, bT W. Jobnstane, 8 vols, nikall 8vo. 16i 
SplncKEt' Compleic Hannal of PrivUe DenitioDE, Iftio. bd. 5( 

bjlhc RcT- J-Spinckci. 
COKHON PR&yim.^ The Book of Commoa Prayer, with Hole), e<* 

plinatar]', prarlicnl. and hiilorical, rrom approved writers of the 

Church of tn{;iaud, aclecled add Brraogcd by Dr. Mant, 4lo. 

8Telt.ra^al 8(o.lf.4j. 
■ Wilh Notes bj Jaailce Bayley, IS*. 



batsqihlla tbttke piatrralliiDsf laj ChnrcK 
BllKni|ii<Rd,iir lUtugrvMcb aaa. pmllallT, mppljllw 




• Tbough. ducing Ihe reign of E^irard the Sixth, the Re(Dm>tian maile 
coniidecable progreii, Ihe ETiBleit part of Ihe parachUI cleriy w*re in a 
■tua Ufthe taott deplorable ipioraoce ; hut to remedy, u far aj po»ibIe. 
thii eiil, Ihe pioui iFformen composed and publiihed the Book of Homi- 
liet for their uie- Tlie order of public wonhip *aa a Liturgy, or Book of 
ComnoD Prsyer, eslabliihed bjr Aelof pBrbinienU Tboogb Ihii act did 
Dot pan without much opporilion, (eapecially from Uia buhopa), lome 
wtre (OCHUnoured with the book that Ibey icrupled Dot to wy it *ai 
compiled by aid of Ibe Holy Gboit. Bnnut, 

prinlet. Ur vas trained to no occupalbo. but in 1TS6 became a orilins 
mallei, at BirDit)gbam ; be afterwards turned bli attention to printing. 
Hii Snt sttempt *■• ■ qwaite edHion of Ttrgil, 1756, price one f uinea, 
bnt BOW iBDch more valoibJe. (n 17)8 be wai eoptoyed br tbe lAii- 
Tenity of Oifoi d on an entire new faced Gteek type. Soon after ibii he 
obtained le»e fiom Ibe Uniierrity of Cambridge to print a Bible in royal 
folio, and two edition! of the Common Prayer, in three lizes, for which 
permiiiion bt paid a eoniiderable premium. Maoy elTorta were uied 
after BaAerrilie'i death to diipoie of hit typei, bat -ithout eOecl i and in 
ITTS, they were purchiued by & iileimry loeiety of Parii, tor j.TOOJ. and 
were aEttmardi employed on a tplendid edilton of Vollaire't Worh>— 
be bad the merit of being Ibe fiiit aHdem iaipra**! of tyjia. 
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PRACTICAL DUTIES. 

Law. a Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, adapted to the 

state and condition of all orden of Chrtstians, by the Rew. £• 

. Law, 8TO. 8f. iSmo. 4ff. 

Df^ JohBMNi nji, Whea at Oxford, I took «p Law's 8«riou Call, eipectlBC to 
find it a dull book, and porhapa to lauch at it, bat I found Law quite an ovennatdk 
for me^and tbli was tht flnt occasion of mj thinkloc serious^ of Rol%ioiu 

Dr. JohMoa eoasldirad Iaw^ Seriou Call the fbiest piece ofbortatory tbealecj 
la aaj lanKiiace* 

GisBOBitB. The Duties of the Female Sex, 8to. 8s. 24fflo. 4f* 

"' The Duties of Men, 8 toIs. 8?o. 18*. 

Tavir. The Complete Duty of Man, or a System of Doctrinal and 

Practical Christianity, by the Rct. H. Venn, Sfo. St. 18mo. bd. 

At. 6d. 

BfBJiQTB. Great Importance of a Religious Life, by the ReT. W. 

Melmoth, ISmo. bovnd. It. 64. 
fn elgliteen yean, forty-two tbowand coptet were sold of thh book. 

FoBDTCE. Addresses to Young Men, by Dr. G. Fordyce, 9 toIs. 

12mocVi. 

■ Young Women, 2 toIs. 12mo. T*. 

Buck. The Young Christianas Guide, by the Re?. C. Buck, l2mo. Si. 
■ Serioui Inquiries, St. 

Relifioua Ssperience, 6ff. 
BsTSRiDfiK. Private Thoughts on Religion, by Bishop Beferidge, 

8to . It. 12mo. 5«. 
Stkblb. The Christian Hero, small 8to. 1802, 2«. 6d. 
BaLvaAOB. Practical Discourses for the Young, by Dr. Belfrage, 

12mo. 4s. 6d. 
Private Thoughts on Religion and other Subjects connected with it. 
A Recommendation of Family Religion, 1811. 
An Address to the Heads of Families, on the Neglect of Family 

Religion. 
Battkb. The Saint's Everlasting Rest, by Richard Baxter, with an 

Essay by Enkine, 12mo« 5f« 
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a Priugte eipreited a iiitb that Boiwell vonld aik Dr. Jobnion'* 
Fbal «eiB Ihc beil Engibb Seimoni for iItIc. Boiaell >■;■, 
opporluoily of menlioning feeer»l to bim. — AUetbury i 



-Yes. I 



Johnton. — Wbj not nov ; I ibould not adriie > picmchf r at ihit d»j lo 
imiute TillDlion : Ibaugh I don'l kooii — I thonid be caaliDui of objei^tipg 
to whit hai been ippliudcd bj >D mm]' •uSrigei. Soutb if aoe of ibe 
belt, ir you eirept hii pi^culiai iiiei and bit liolrnce, and lomelimetcoarK- 
- oen of lariEuigc. Seed hai a rery doe iLjIe ; but lie if oot very 
theological. Jonin't SermDni aie very eirgant. Sherlock'i (Ijle, loo, ia 
Tcry Fleganl, Ihough be bsi not made it bli principal slitdy. Aad you 
may add SmariridfiF ; allihe latter, p?rbipi,ba*ca|tood ityl^. Iibould 
ncomiHEDd Dr. Claike'i SerrooD), vere be orlhodoi ) bowever, it it (ery 
veil kDOVD.vberebewaiiiotortbodiu, vbichiraauiton tbadocUiaeof tbc 
Trinity, aa to Bbich be ia ■ cosdenited betetie, ao ase ii avarfl of iu 

SonerIL— t likeOgdeii'a Sennoni on Pray et it ry much, bo^AroHt- 
neii of ityle and aubtilily of reasoning 

Johnxott, — I ibould like to ruad all that Ogden bai written 
Baimell —What I wiah l,i know ii, what Sermoni afford the b»t 
ipecimen of Engliib pulpit eloquence f 

^oAhkhl— We bare no 5entioDi aifdresaeJ lo the paiiiona tbat are rood 

for any tbipp ; if yon mean thai kind of eloquence. 

A Cltfffymm. — Were not Dadd't Setmoni addretied to tbepaiitoni' 

jDhiuoK.— Tbey ware nothing, lir, be tbey addceiied to what tbey may. 

Li/4 Jj, Bancttt. 

Ad intereitios little Tolum* miifat be compiled of Ibe peculiarltiei of 

pnlpia eloquence in ranoui countriei ; ihe following, from Capl, Smyih'i 

Hvmnir of Sicily, may terre at a ipecimen.— The language (layi ibe 

author) Df the moil popular preaehert, ii chiefly Sicilian, intenpened with 

fieqnCDt Latin qnolatioilB from Ibe Scripluret. I witnetied one of tbs 

(aTonrite pattort, who, with a black crosi lufpended rouod hit neck and 

Knelt in hii girdle, vat eilremely lebemeat, both in getlare and tone, 

frrquantly breaking out into affectionate apoitropbet to a large crociBi 

in Ihe aide of the jiulpit, until by degreet hit congregation began to lob 
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Select Sennons. 



▼iolenUjr* He represented our SaTiour at an anxious shepherd, who, on 
missing one lamb out of a hundred, scrambled over rocks, r|in down pre- 
cipices, leaped over ravines, and left nothing untried to recoTer it ; being 
at last successful, he desired the angels to rejoice, k perchft ? Why ^ 
enquired the Sacred Choir. Because, replied the Redeemer again, truTatn 
la mia cara pecuredda ! I have recovered my dear, lamb ! 

The perusal of Sermons will be found to merit considerable attention, 
as by their assistance the student enlarges his stock of Theological Know- 
ledge. They supply excellent loci eommunti, to assist the clergyman ; 
here you may have displayed the rich eloquence of Barrow — the energy 
of Tlllotson — the solid sense of Sharpe— >the animated descriptions of Sher- 
lock— the perspicuity and close argument of Clarke and Powel — the 
brevity of Ogden— the precision of Seeker, and the beautiful imagery of 
Seed and Tottie. 

As the enumeration of each author separately, with the date of the 
edition and price, would occupy a considerable space, it is sufficient to 
observe, that the following compose a valuable body of Divinity, excellent 
in point of argument, illustration, method, and language. 

Soch are the Sermons of South, Barrow,* Ta3rlor,f Tlllotson, 



• Barrow was the favourite author of the great Karl of Chatham ; on 
his style be had formed bjs masculine and solid eloquence, and bad read 
his great master so constantly as to be able to repeat bis elaborate Ser- 
mons from memory. 

Sismondi, in his Litterature du Midi de l'£ttrope, gives a curious speci- 
men of a sermon writer. 

Le hasard m'a fait rencontrer en voyage un barbier Italien qui faisait 
commerce de sermons avec des moinet trop ignorans pour en composer 
eux m^mes, il avoit I'oreille sensible k une certaine harmonie mnsicale, 
et il reussissait k construire des periodes assez nombreuses, auxquels, il 
no manquait plus que le sens ; il entendoit un peu de Francis, et il avoit 
la curiosity de fouiller dans tons les vieux livres. Pour composer les 
sennons qu'il vendoit, il ajoutoit ensemble des lambeaux d'orateurs 
Chretiens qu'il avoit decou verts dans une vieille bibliothftque, cepen* 
dant, pour quMl ne f(it pas facile de reconnaitre le plagiat, c'etait tou- 
jour* par le milieu d'one phrase qu'il entrait dans ces fragmens Strangers, 
et U les quittoit aussi au milieu d'une phrase. II me consulta sur un de 
ett sermons mais sans me dire d'abord son secret. Je ne fus pas peu 
^to«i4 de ces periodes pompeuses dont la fin ne repondait jamaia au 
commenoameot, et dont les membres divers n'avoient jamais M fait 
pour aller ensemble. 

f Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down and Connor, was the son of a barber 
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Selen BoBiaDi. 

S, aarke, JorliD,» S*ed, Ogdcn, Batler, Blackall, Alteibarr, W«t- 

»l (jrabiidge. It ii laid thai the Liberty 0/ Proftutyug «■■ the Gnt 
book wriilen io the Engli»h langunKe ia Faioutof liberty of conMlHice- 
Thtgeniui aad the inJiuiry, Ihe private lirlget and the public ipirit of 
Jeremy Tajlor were equally admirable, and il ii taucb ro the honour of 
Ibe Church of England, ibaC a man of luch Benliincnti and diipoiiiion 
nuebybia inerilto herpiincipal dignitiet. He has beeDdoertedly ilyled 
the Shakespeare of Divioti. 

• The lermaai oF Jortin were leniible, art umenta tire, and to tba pur- 
pose i but delivered ia *a negligent a manner, and with lo little «□)- 

Ib lome wnrkt be priat<:d, he had tailf Ibe proGti. In hit Life of Erat- 
miti, he luld (be pritiiege of aa impreition, but kept Ibe copyright 
himielr. 

Dr. JottJa wai tome time attiatant pteadwr at Lincolo'i Ion Chapel, 
far Biihop Warburton. He had no recommend at lod to Archbiibop Her- 
rioE but bit merit. Hb Grace told him, most uneipeciedly, at a dinner 
of (be tons of the clergy, Ihal the liring o( Si. Dun<ilan*j vi> at his ser- 

left bit bat behind bim. 

On the lobjeet of lermoni the following aneHole nay not be nnac. 
ceptablr, especially at it may terve as a cine lo lome i.f mir maden 
Bspiranli for lame by sermon -writing, whereby to eslimate ihe resuK tt 
pablitblng their productiont. 

A poor ricar, in ■ remote dioeeie, bad, on tome popolar occatioD, 
preached a lermon 10 acceptable to hit pariihionert, that Ihey entreated 
him lo print it, and he undeilook ajonrney to London Fnrihat parpoH. 
On bis airiial in (own he wat recommended 10 the lale Mr. RiTinilon, to 
• bom be triumphantly lelalcd the object of hii journey. The printer 
agreed to hit propoaali, aad required to know bo* many eopiei be would 
cbooie 10 haie tlmck off. Why, sir, I have cakulaled that there are in 
the kingdom ten ihoujaod pari 1 bet, and that each parish will at leattlake 
one, and others more ; to that I think 'e may venture to print about 35 
or 36,000 copiei. The bookseller lemonatraied, Ibe antbor intisled, and 
Ihe matter wai leltled. The merend author departed in bigb spirit* to 
bit home. With much difficulty and grrat self-denial, ■ period of about 
two mouthi wat suffered to pan oTCr, when bis golden Tiiiont to tor- 
mented bit Imagination (bat he could eaduie It no longer, and acettrrf- 
ingly wrote to Riiiugton, desiring bim lo tend the debtor and creditor 
account, most liberally permitting Ibe remittances 10 be forwardad at 
Mr. R.'s coaienieoce. Jndge of the aatonisbment, tribuUlba, and an- 
guish, excited by the receipt of the following account. 
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burton, Horstey, Powell, B. Wilson, Bnr4er, Balgny, Seeker, 
Home, Portensy Paley, Maat, Hnntingford, Gilpin, Maltby, Bow- 
dler, High M*Neile, Hewlet^ RoBseU, Mlloer, Bl»ke, Kirw«a^ 
CoiiBiBghaBi, Warner. 

Tbe Brampton Lectares, 2 vols. 8to. mora parttcnlarly thait by 
BaaAnel, White, Barrow, Narw, LsupeiMe, Yaa Mildert , Spry, 
Miller, and Conybeare, deserve notice. 

Tha Lectures of Dr. Collyer, on Scripture Facts, Doctrine, Propjhecy, 
Parables, Bilracks^ display caosidfMble raadiaf aadresearcb. 

A&ifoii. SeraiOBt, by the Rev. Archibald Alison, 2 vols. 1/ Am, 

Blair. Sermons by the Rev. Hugh Blair, 5 vols. 8vo. U tOt. 9 vols. 
18s. I vol. common, I0«. 

Dr. Blalr Ciuosmkted the nuuraicripc of hl> Ant Tolome of Sermons to Mr. 
StnOum, fbe kfni^s printer, wlio,ifter keeping it forBonietlme,irrote a letlsrto 
llio^ diMonracInf the pnblication ; raeh at first wae the anptepWoos wPs yti M af 
oneofihemMtMHeeMfaltbeeletluibeoiB that has ever appeMed. Mr. Strahaa, 
h aw^e im, had aent one of tbe lerMat te Dr. Johaion for his opialon, and after 
hiewifimmnible letter to Dr.Blair had been leiitof; he recetred fitomDr. Johaeoa, 
on Chrlitmas ETe,a note, in which waa the felloirliv parafcaph i--^ /hove read 
over Dr.BIalr's flnt ■ctbiod trfth more tihan approbation ; le sayfc iageod U to tmg 
tee little.'* Mr.Straban had Teiy tooD after this tiaM a eonTeciati<Awith Dr. 
Johoion concerning tbenii and then lie ve^candidlj wrote again to Dr.Blair, eacloe* 
Ing Johnson*! note,and agreeing to purdiaie thevoliinie, frr which he and Mr. 
Cadell gave one hnndred ponde. The sale was so rapid and eacteasive, aad the 
approbation of the public lo high, that the pMpiMors made Dr. Blair a ptesent 



The Reverend ■ Dr. to C Riviugton. 

To pnnting and paper, 35000 oapiet of terosont ,£785 5 6 

Cr. 
By the sale of seventeen copies said sermons ... 15 6 

Balaace due to C Rivington 784 

The bookacDer, b^vawfei^ Im « day or twa^ seat a letter to the foUoMring 
purport* 

Reverend Sir, — I beg pardon for ianooently aiauting mytelf at your 
eipeoca, but you need not give yourself any uneasiness. I know better 
than you could do the extent of the tale of single sermons, and accord- 
ingly printed but one hundred copies, to the ezpence of which you are 
heartily weleome. 



Semxms make a eoDtidenbiabnoicli of English literatare; a Ubrary 
must be rery imperfect that has not a numerous collectioo of aBrsaooik 

Dr. Johnsoiu 
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tin alone inn ud ttttmiAi bI u»1iFt. ibni nlmituilj doibllie Jw lUpulaud 
■iun;uil whdo bppivpuedabtflbn-ToluniF, ilwj^trblDot 0BC4 Ibcrfi hmdrad 
pannda, ud Tor Jw OLlifn ba had ill bludnrd poilM<«vh. 

BrTLER. Sermon), wilb ChargE, b; Biibop Bailer, 8to. 9i. 
Hong LEV- Scrmom, b; SamuH Horsle;, LL D. late Biibop of Sl> 
Asaph. S<al).BKi. 18t. 
Ordinal/ nadMi.iHHlenlelTOintniuil irltb 11k BEbli. ud wHIi Ibe tboH/ uA 



HoKNE- Disc a arses, by Bisbop Harne, 3 vott. Svo. 11 4i. 

BiKHOw. Stlccl Senaans, by Dr. Iiaac Barrow, ! Tots- 8io- 1810, 

16i. 
SOVTU- The SerinoniorDr.Soalb.T Toh. 8to. S/. 
SniBLOCK. Tbe ScnnoDi of Bis bop Sherlock, rompleic in 4 volt. 

1912, Sro. 1/8.. 
DoDDKIOGE- Srnnons, bj Dr. Doddridge, 4 rols. Sto. SlSi- 

Tboe TolDmB hircoT IHPnIlr lixiHl frnin Ihi- tmflHnHnicorlriul HSS. 
CHlLHEnii. Srmionf prenrbed al Ihe TroD Churcb, 8vo. lOi. 6d. 
Discourars on the Chibtiaa JUretalioo, ai *ieiic<l in 



cooneiion wilb Modern Ailrooon;. 
DiscoutBcion Ihe Application of Chriilianily lo tbt 

Cammercial Had Ordinary Aflkin of Ufe, 8to. 8i 6d. 
I.eclnret on ihe FBtablei, post 8vo. 8i. 
Miraclet, Si-o. 8i. 

Family Lrrturr!. or a Copious Collection of Sermoni on Failh and 

Praclice, royal Svo. 1I4«. 
SlHEON. Skeletoni of above Sve buadrcd Semionl, by I be Rev. C. 

SloKM, Svoli. Bio. 91 I9i U. 
PiTma*. A Conne of Sermons for the Tear, abridged from eminent 

Dirinet of the Eslablisbed Church, for, the Vte of Families and 

School), by tbe Rev. J. R. Pilmao.S vols- Svo. I8f. 
WiTEBLi^D. SennoQioD Ihe Divinily ofjeius ChritI, by Bishop 

Waterland, 8va.6]. 
HicCiTT- Sermons to Country Coogregatiani, by the late Rev. G. 

HflBEi'l.a'oli-Svo.Ui. 
The Village Fresehcr, by a Clergyman oflbe Church of England, 

8 Toll. 5i each. 
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Caltih. Institutes of the Christian Religiooy by John Cal?in, 

translated by J. Allen, 3 toIs. 8to. H I6s. 

Hall. The Contemplations of Bisbop Hall, 12mo. 5«. 
A raloable little book. 

Palbt. The Works complef*, irith a Life by bis Son, the Rer. E. 

Paley, 7 vols. 8to. 21 i6«' 
This editioii hutvo addMoiiat tolUMK. c£ ScriBoiit. 



VILLAGE SERMONS. 

BuROKR. Village Sermons, by the Her. George Border, 6 vols. 

12mo. 12«. 
BEREWi. Village Sermons, 12mo. Bi. 

GiLPiir. Sermons to Country Congregations, 4 vols. Sto. U 16«* 
Cooper. Doctrinal Sermons, by the Rev. W. Cooper, 2 toIi. 12mo. 

10*. 

Practical Sermons, 6 toIs. 12mo. UlOf. 

Bishop. Sermons to a Country Congregation, 12mo. 2f 6d. 
Mant. Sermons for Parochial and Domestic Use, by Bishop Mant, 

3 vols. 8 vo. W 8« 6<f. 



SCHOOL DIVINITT IN THE FIFTEENTH OENTURT; 

Such was the interest for this class of reading, that Panzer describes 
no less than 150 editions (of various parts of the works of St. Augustine 
before the year 15C0; and before the same period more than 30 editions 
of the works of St BasiL Lanctantius, another of the fathers of tlto 
church, and generally distinguished by the appellation of the Christian 
Cicero, has six editions mentioned by Panzer. Thomas Acquinas, whose 
worlu filled no less than seventeen volumes folio, of whom Faozer de - 
scribes two hundred and forty editions of his performances in wli^lc or in 
part : he was so great a favourite, as to be called in that day, the Evange- 
lical Obctor, the Angel of the School, the Eagle of Tbeologians . 



PoRTEus. The Works of Bishop Portens, with bis Life, by the Dean 

of Carlisle, 6 vols. 8vo. 21 2s. 

pEARsoif. On the Creed, 2 vols. Svo. 16f. 

There is an abridgment, by Dr. Burney, of Greenwich, 12mo. 7s. 
Theexpotitkm of the Creed hai aothiog mpertor to It in any laagnage. Mete- 
phjsks, logic, ctoiilcal and tfaeotogical eniditioo, are all brooglit to bear vpoa that 
oMinentoos svlgeet* Dibdtn, 

E 
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Warbiirtoh. Vit Work! of Bishop War bur too, ini^ludia; taii Difinc 

LegalidnDf MosM, by BUbop Hard, ISvoh, Svo. 61 6i. 
TiruiB. The Work^of JerenyTajlor, wUh Life of Bishop llrher. 

J8ro1s.8>-o. II As. 
TiLLOTBON. The Work! of Archbishop Tlllolson, II volt. 8to. SI 5i. 
Thrre is an abridgmenl of Ibc Scrinont, by Dakioi, 8 loli. It. 
BlRBOtr. The Theological Works of the Re*, lumc Barrow, 6*ol>. 

8lo. 81 iTs. 
The Selecl SFrmoiis, 3 coli. Sro. lOi . 
BETEatDCE. The Works oF Bishop Beieridee, now Bnt collected, 

wilb a Memoir, by Thomas Haitwell Home, M. A- 9 toIs. 8to- 

S)8f. 
BcrmoDi, 6 vols fi(o. 31 3s. 

Seleclecl by Dakiai.S Tol(. 6*0. ISt. 

Bdu. The Works of Bishop Boil, oew edilron, by Nelson, 3 i-ols. 

II4>. 
LclCHTON. The Works of Archbishop Leighloo, with hit Life, by 

Ihe Rev. J. y Parson, M, A. 4 Vols. 8io 11 I9i. 
LlSBtFOOT. The Works of Dr. J. Llghtfaol, edited by the Re<. J. 

R. Pitmao. 
WaltBT. Diseoonei on the Five Points, fourth edilioo, 8vo. 19i. 
WooAH. Ad Enay on the Proper Lnioot, sppolatcd by the Liturgy 

of the C-hnrch of England. 4 vols il Si. 
LaKDHEL The Works of Lardoer, with Life by Kippis, 5 vols. 4lo. 

101 10(. 
Baxter The Works of Mr. Richard Baxter are dow pHatlDg, in 

an octavo form 
Flatu. The Warki of Jobo Fla*el, S *oli. Sro.Sl Ss. 
Scbolar Armed against Errors, a colleeiioa of Tncli, 2 vols. Sro. 

tlU 
WAitmr. AColteclion of Tbealoeical Tracts, by Bishop Watson, 

6 voli. 8vD fit !■. 
SacKca^ The Works ofThomai Seeker, Archbishop of CBnterbnry, 
with a Review ofhrs Life and Character, a new edition, by Bellhy 
Porteus, 6 vols. 8to il lit. 
Bcnr- The Works of the Rev. John Scoll, 10 >o1s Svo 01. 
HouE. Tbe Works of Bi&bop Some, 6 Tola. 8vo. 2' 14'- 
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IIuRD. The Works of Bishop Hard, 8 vols. 8to. SI 10s. 
Wateeland. The Works of Bishop Waterlaod, 11 vols 8vo. Al lOs. 
Ownr. The Works of the Rev. John Owen, D. D. 12 vols. 8?o. llAt 
Wall. The History of Infant Baptism, by the Rev. W. Wall, 3 vols. 

8vo. in«. 

Campbell. Lectures on Systematic Theology, by Dr. George Camp- 
bell , 8vo 9s. 
Doddridge. Lectures on Theology, by Dr. Philip Doddridge, 2 vols. 

8vo. 18s 
DwiOBT. A System of Theology, by Dr. Timothy Dwight, 5 volt. 

8to. 81 5f. 
There is also an edition in a miniature form. 
Baxter* The Toung Christianas Cyclops^ia, or a Compendium 

of Christian Knowledge, by John Baxter, 18mo. bd. 6i. M> 
RoBiifsoir. The Christian System Unfolded, in a Course of Practical 

Essays, on the Principal Doctrines of Christianity, S Tols. 8vo. 

Il4fl. 
Bev BRIDGE. Thesaurus Theologicus, or a Complete System of 

Divinity, by Bishop Beveridge,9 vols. 8vo. H4«. 
Tomline. Elements of Christian Theology, 8 vols. 8vo. 1/ 1«. 
Warden. A System of Revealed Religion, new edition, by the 

Rev. John Warden, 8 vols. 8vo. IMf. 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 



MoaiBiM • Ecclasiastical History, Ancient and Modern, by J. L. Mo- 
sheim, continued by C Coote, 6 vols. 8vo. 81 St. 

This work It recommeaded beoaue it f ■ mors oompleCe than way other. It Is la 
BUj points Tory ezo«ptio«tb1e; nd ke,u weU tsbii tnBs1ator,iimst be c onsi dered 
•s ndrono to tko Ctardi of Eagtand. See Bishop Wwbwtoa's Chnncter of th« 
Woik«qnot«d by the Translator. 

A w«ll wiiUcB Charch HIstery is still a desideratnia in oar Uteratan. 

There is a Summary, published by Collins, continued to 1818, 3 vols. 
8vo. 111*. 

Milner. The Hlstdry of the Church of Christ, by Dean Mllnery 
5 vob. 8vo. 3L 



fiS TUEOLOGY. 

JoKTiN. Rcnuu-ki oD Ecclniulkal Hiilory, bj Dr. Jorlio, 3 toll. 
Sfo. II 4>. 

Dr.jHIlii Iwa, bia linlrumiiui. taken nixlce ol m mu) taat, ud uloid- 
lenm mwatheiDaHk umiii^hjudeaieiil. (ku lili'iirliwllJnnbakiM Li doTrnl 

Strtpe. Ecclniaslical Meoioriali, by Jab n Sirypc, 6Tok.8TO. 1839, 

3(, large paper 71. 

AaDa1].8voli. Sto. 4I1<. 

Bluet* The Wulory of Ihe RerormalioD, by Gilbcrl Barnrt, 

Biibop of Saram, 6 toIi-Bto. 31. 3i. 

— Abridi^ed, 1 Tol. 8io. 9i, 

Id tbp lAbt^Hn IJbnr? tbm li ■ vjpjvf B*rWt't Hllfafrj of hk ovaJTImei. 

aiMnHlhTHD^ii UlCBiuflBiiallwhudvriUiiciif Swift. Tlie; an, h Bug be 

■ipposedf dimap^tlwil ^ End acqUlKB and vriti agd BM Tithottt >DB« ponlon Df 

SovTBKT. The Book of the fboicti, by Robcrl Sodll]r)>, 9 *oli. 1 1 4j- 



d> Oneof IbeflnttrMtUMm f»aur of tha RerormBlian u»j<i, alibe 
end, to be printed ■tOrHnwicta, by the ptrminum of Ihr Lord of HoiU, 
Tbit Dew launin;, ai il wii Iben called, Hai propagated in imall pieces, 
cheaply printed, and what *ai of cooaequence, eaiily concealed. The 
oamber of printen vas imail. The preiKi were jealuualy oierlooked by 
theclerjty, whoaparednalahaor oi niilance foitbeiuppreulDD ofherMy. 
Id the time of King Edward Uk Siiib the prcuet were employed in favour 
oftbe refonned religioo, sod imall tract) weie diipened over tbe nalioa, 
to reconcile Ihem to tbe new form ol wonhip. In Ibis reigu political 
pamphlet! may be laid to have bun begoo by theiddreii of the rehsli of 
DcTOoibire ; all wliicb meaoi of ptopa'aliag Ijie unlimeQti of tbe people 
to ditturbed the Court, Ibal no loonet wii Mary rcaalred to reduce her 
aal^icti to tbe Roniiib lupentition, hot tbe artfully, bj a charter granted 
to certain freemen of London, in whoie fidelity oo danbl the confided 
CDlircly, probihiied all presiei bat what ihould be licenced by them ; 
which charter ia that, by which the corporition of StatioDcn, in Londan, 

b at Ihii tima incorporated. It begini ihui. — " Know ye, that we, con- 
■ideriBg aad maoifettly perceiving that leveial tcdilioui and hsreticil 
booki or tract) againal tbe bitb and aound Cathohc doctrine of Uol]' 
Hothar, Uw Chuich," fcc. ftc. 



I 
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Eeclariastlcal Hiitory. 



Wordsworth. Ecclesiastical Biography, by Dr. Wordsworth, 6 vols. 

Sto. 31 ISj 6d. 
Cook. The History of the Reformation of the Church of Scotland, 

by Dr. George CooIl, U 10s. 
■ Croneral and Historical View of Christianity, comprehending 

its origin and progress, and the effect it has produced on the 

moral and political state of Europe, 3 vols. 8vo. i/ 16s. 
— — Concise View of Christianity, S vols. 8vo. 1/ 16s. 



Fry. a short History of the Christian Church, to the present time, 
by the Rev. John Fry, 8?o. 12s. 

Wood. The Parish Church, or Religion in Britain, by the Rey. T« 
Wood, 8yo. 10s 6<f. 

Campbell* Xectures on £cclesi%stical History, by Dr. O. CRmpMI, 
S Tols. 8vo. Ills. 

For the History of the -Paritans consvlt Neal's History, 3 vob.*-* 
Brooke's LXwes of the PwritaM— Patmer^s Nooeoaformiit Memo- 
rial, 2 vol. 8vo. 

Adams. The Religious World displayed, by Robert Adams, 2 vols. 
8vo. 1/. 4s. — in abridgment, 12mo. 6s. 

Bellamy. The History of all Religions, by John Bellamy, l2mo. 6s. 

JSvANS. A Sketch of the various Denominations of the Chiiitian 

World, by, Dr. Evans, 18mo. 6s. 
TUt hook hat a^nuMt tzt^sfve itale* 
Willums. a Dictionary of all Religions, by Williams, 12mo. Os 
Wilks. Christian Biographical Dictionary, contaioiag the IWet Rod 
writings of the most distinguished Christians of all deoominRtkmf, 
ISmo. 9s 
NiGBTDTOALE. The Religions, and Religious Ceremonies of all Na- 
tions, abridged from Pi cart, plates, 6to. 10s 6d 
Drwar. Discourses on Christianity, by D. Dewar, 8vo. 12s 
Dictionary of Religious Opinions. 



History. 



Tlic iludj of Hutory aod Chronology aeems to be one of tKe mo»l 
nalDral <9ell|;h(i of the hnmaa miad. I( ji not caij to live n ithoDt 
enquiring by what meaiu every thin^ was brought into the itale is 
irhicb «e now bebnld ii, or nithoul Roiling in Ihc mind fomc deiire 
of being; informed conterning ihe generatioos of mankind, Ihat bave 
been in poiseMioD uf the norld before us, whether Ihiy were better 
or wone than ouraelveg, or what good aod evil has been deriied Is 
Bs from their scbeiDei, practices, and inililutioni. 

These are ioqulrin which History alone can satisf)' : and Hiitor; 
can only be nade intelligible by some knowledge of Cbroaology, 
the science by which eteoliare tanged Id their order, and the periods 
of compulation are settled, and which, therefore, assist the aiemot7 
by method, and enlighten the JndgnienI by ihowint; ihe dependence 

inculoBled on the scholar, that nnleu be Exes in his mind some Ides of 
the lime in which each man of eminence li>ed, and tach action wai 
performed, with some pari of the contemporary hijiory of (he rest of 
Ihr world, be will coDSume his life in uselns reading, and darken his 
mind wilb a crowd of unconnected erenti ( his memory will be per- 

fleclions be like ■ dream in a fever, bu'y and (urbulrni, but confused 
and indistinct. Dr. Jahnion. 

Reading makelh a full man, conference a ready man, and writing 
mn exact man. Histories make men wise, poeli witty, the mathema- 
tld sabtle, natural philosophy deep, mor^l, grave, logic and rhetoric 
able to contend. Lord Bacon, 

A writer in the G3rd number of the Qnarterl* Review, juslly 
complaioi of our poierly in works of laborious learning, compared 
with France or Germany. We bave no good history of any modern 
nation except our own: bnt our inferiority is still more slriking and 
leu FXeusahle in eveiy branch of study connected wilb the history, 
antiquities, and lite rats re'of Greece and Rome. If we turn to work) 
n in illnitralion of ancient maDncTiiBrli, inatitntioni, and lawi, 
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what names can we find among our coontrymento oppose to those of 
Graevios and Grooovius, of Meanius, of Sigonius, of Petit, of Mont- 
fancon, of Winkdman, of Godefroi, of Heineccius, and many others, 
without naming the great modern writers of Germany, Creuzer, Hugo, 
Haubold, and Savigny. 



The common remark as to the utility of reading history baring 
been made.— 

Johnton, We mast consider how very little history there is ; I 
mean real authentic history. That certain kings reigned, and certain 
battles were fooght, we eao depend upon as trae^ but all the colour- 
ing, all the philosophy of history, is conjecture. 

Boswell, Then, sir, yoo would reduce all history to no beMer than 
an almanack, a mere chronological series of remarkable events. 

Mr. Gibbon, who must at that time hare been employed upon his 
history, of which he published the first volume in the following year, 
was present, but did not step forth in defence of that species of writ- 
ing. He probably did not like to trust himself with Johnson. 

BofweU^t I4f: 

There are three kladi ef Mttory, all go«Ni x Umi oflglBal wrlten ; 
full and ample memoirs compiled from them, and from manuscripts, 
with great exactness ; and histories elegantly written and arranged. 
The second step is indispensably necessary for the third, and I am 
more pleased with it than the third : it has more of truth, which is the 
essence of history. Horace WalpoU. 



ON TH£ STCDY AND USE OF HISTORY. 

Rutherford. On the Philosophy of History* 

The ■UM aatboT wrote a Tlew of Aocient Hbtorj,9 yola* 8to. 

Priestlt. Lectures on History, by Joseph Priestly, 
LL.D. 2 vols. 8vo. 16^, first published in 4to« 



GENERAL HISTORY. 



Tytlbr. The Elements of General History, by 
Alexander Fraser Tytler, with a continuation by 
Dr. Nares, 3 vols. 8vo. with maps, II 6s 

IT'" ' *-*^*-"Tiir fnr i jnsin «■■ Tim; siiii^immK ii sinslliwl The 

ityieeltirtBd 



8 GENERAL IIISTOKY. 

/'hitakes. An Abridgment of Universal History, 
commencing with the Creation, aod carried down 
to the Peace of Paris, in 1763, by the Rer. E. W. 
Whitaker, 2 vols. 4to. 21 10s 

Thli bn* m pvbliikKl ai M. g(. bul oat bid^ie qM ^Ui a IR7 bmnblenap. 



I 



UNIVERSAL atSTORV. 

Those who are desirous to possess a Universal His- 
tory, may find a good one in that of Dr. Mavor, in 
9i neat volumes, ISmo. at 5/ lOs, which will serve 
as a convenient substitute (or the voluminous and 
expensive one in 60 volumes, 8vo. which usually 
costs about £5/ 

McLLER. Universal History, by John Mliller, in 24 
books, translated from the German, 3 vols. 8vo. 
1/I6s 

There is an abridged translation of the Universal 
History b) Bossuet, 8vo. 9s 

The Universal History of Mayo, in 4 vols. 4to. is 
sometimes consulted, 3/ I3( 6d 

There is a summary of Universal History by Anquetil, 
9 vols. 8vo. 



ANCIENT HtSTORY. 
RoLLiN. The Ancient History, by M. Rollin, 8 vols. 

8vo. 3/ 35 
The Ancient History, 12 vols. ISmo. g/8» 

Tlblwoli li lbiii»rnl iiMI[il^ iiirl IntorslklK colBiaDdllul of AndaBI HMOri. 
udUeiiBplM vitk fcnpitow Melll; fmi Uiebei OitA ud I^la bUmfcal 
nilin. Z>r. Caryrntir- 
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Russell. The History of Ancient Europe, from tKe 
earliest times to the subversion of the Western 
Empire, by Dr. William Russell, author of the 
Modem Europe, 3 vols, octavo, 21 2s 



MIDDLE AGES. 

Hall AM. View of the State of Europe dtiring the 
middle ages, by Henry Hallam, Esq* 3 vols, octavo, 
1/16* 

The ol\J6ct of this work is to tnce the profrea of Eniope from the nlddla of tkS' 
fifth to the end of the fifteenth century; from the ettabUsbment of CIotIi, in Ctawl, Co 
the Invasion of Italj by Charks the BIsfath. The pbn of thla wmk is OMve esten- 
slve than that of Robertson, its rievt more comprehensiTe, and Its tnfbrmatloB mora 
coploia and cr ItlcaL It b wiitten thromhwt 'with a spirit of freedom and Hbknllty 
that do credit to the anfbor. Ediniurgk Remiem* 

Bbrington. The Literary History of the Middle 
Ages, by the Reverend Joseph Berington, 4to. 
21 2s^ 1814 

This book has ben ably ciUJolsed in the Ediobargh Revlcw« Tok 9S, p. SSft 

Mills. The Travels of Theodore Dbcas^ or a Pic- 
ture of Italy at the revival of Arts and Letters, 
S vols, written on the plan of the Anacharsis^ by 
Barthelemy 

MODERN HISTORY. 

An Essay on the Study of Modern History, by J. S. 
Boone, Student of Christ Church, octavo, 55 

Dr. Dfl»dla reoommends this book as a tpirlted and lomiiMms eetaj on the itndj 
of modern history. 

Russell. The History of MicMlern Europe, by Dr. 
Wm. Russell, with a continuation by Dr. Coote, 
to the establishment of the Austrian power in Italy, 
in 1821, 7 vols, octavo, 31 13s 6rf 

TUs book is distiaKolshed for its philosophical spirit, its attention to the procress 
of Uteratoref arts, eommeree, ftc and. its perspicnoos and neat style, 

F 




Mii/LS. The History of the Crusades for the Re- 
covery and PosacBsioQ of the Holy Lfaod, by 
Charles Mills, Esq. 3 vols, octavo, 1/4; 

The History of Chivalry, or Knighthood and its 
Times, by the same Author, 3 vols, octavo, 1/ 4^ 

The History of MohammedantGm, l vol. octavo, lOs 



TbeVDikiof Oili miliar ufidMiacBiibtdCirlHnliiE. lidEliIT.udelgcuK■ 
RoBERTSON. The History of the Reign of the Em- 
peror Charles the Fifth, by Dr. William Robert- 
son, 3 vols, octavo, 195, 4 vols, duodecimo, IGs 

The biitoriao or Clurlei Ihe Fifth poii«i» «□ manrciceilencwi. Ihit 
it 19 almcit iicrileEioui lo delnct rrom tail xattit : hs relatn the i^ounFili, 
U well »3 Ihe >iin of aiHoDi, with all Ihe vetaemeaceof DemoithcDM, and 
Ibe rapid eloquence of a Ciceroaiaa philippic. The ilyte it gluwing and 
■Dimaled in a tiigb degree. Dt. Knoz. 

Horace Walpole, in a lelter to the Revernid William Mason, lakes 
DOIice of a visil paid him byDr. ItobcrlsOD, Tor (be purpose of inqair- 
ine where he could find material) for the reien "f Kinfi William and 
Qaeea Anne, nhich he inteniied to write as a suppleineni la Datid 
Hume. Walpole sajri, "he tares not aslraw what he write! about the 
" cbarcb's wet nurse, )!oody Anne, bnl no Scot i^ worth; of being the 
"hiilorian of William, hul Dr. Watson, loocewithed he should write 
'< (hetustot; of King William, bnl hit Charles Ihe Fil^hand hii Amc- 
" rica have opened mj e;e>, and the (imei have shut his." 

Lrllc's, v. 4, p, 561. 

D'IsTHeli has beitowed a well meriled casli^lion upon Horace 
Walpale, for this and other uaioerited sarraims againal Robcrlsaa. 

Hdsbell. Memoirs of the Affairs of Europe, from 
the Peace of Utrecht, by Lord J, Russell, 4to. 
8/&, gvote. post octavo, ISs 
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IN TECHNICAL CHRONOLOGY 

Dr. Jobnsoa recommfnds the ttodentto refer to Le Clerc*i Compen- 
dium of History } and afterwards, for the historical part of chronology, 
procure Helticos's and Isaacson^i Tables : to attain the technical part, 
consnlt Ho]den*s Account of Time, Hearne*s Doctor Historicus, Strau- 
chins, the first part of Petavios Ratioaarum Temporum, and at length* 
Scaliger de Emendatione Temporum. For instruction in the method 
of his historical sketches he may consult Wheare's Lectures, Robin- 
son's Directions for the Study of History ; and for eccIesiasticAl his- 
tory, Cave and Dupin, Baronius and Fleury. 



HISTORICAL TABLES. 

Chronological Tables, by John Blair, folio, 5/ 55, 
with maps, 6/ 65 

Br EDO w. Chronological Tables of History and Li- 
terature, by Professor Bredow, enlarged and cor- 
rected by Major Bell, royal folio, half bd. 1/ lOs 

The tables of Profienor Bredow offer adTantages of simpllcttj and cOcleaey 
above all oCberworks of a similar description ; thej present a concise and connected 
▼lew of the most Important fticts of nnlTenal history, under the following arrange- 
mcnt.->* 

1. Each tableembraces a grand epoch of general hbtoiy. 
9. The nations co-ezlstent within such epoch an placed lar collatecal oohimns. 

3. The collateral columns sererallj exhibit a chronological chain of the principal 
events in every separate state. 

4. The whole are transTersely combined by the contemporary events of the diffnrenC 
ooltunna bdng kept as nearly as possible in horizontal alignments; thus offering 
dther a rapid glance from side to side at the histoiy of all nations at one given 
period, or a distant and nnintermpted vartej (downwards) of the history of aigr 
one particular state. 

Lavoisne. The Genealogical, Historical, Chrono- 
logical, and Geographical Atlas, by Lavoisne, 
coloured, folio, 6/65 

TooNE. The Chronological Historian, 2 vols. 8vo. 
1/ lis 6d 



GREEK LITERATUBE. 



OrrcEt mtttatatt^ 



Tbtj Kbo slod; Ihr pocit onl.T, rncoiMe bim, -who, captivattfd n illi 
thr eiyayracDliof Ibr fnimlain, repiuei hiniseir bf il nilhoDl rccard- 
ing th« fenlUij of the surrounding Arid and Ihe luiuriaDce of ihr 
fruit wWb orr tfac product! of its eipanding w&lcn; — while tbcv 
wbo coQirnl thrmsclir! wilb Ihc elud; ot proic, arc likr him »bo ii 
ulisGcd trilfa IhE fruits of Ifac fcrtilixing jlrpanu, bat ba> no zral 10 
eiplore the ramlain which would cnablrhim to give frnhnen to hi> 
doioaiai aod iocreaie Ibcir product). 



HISTORY or 6KEBCE. 

Hrrodotgi iiJDitly ilylrd the father of history, became he ii the 
fint wbn wrote gpueral history, and the flril who adorned ii with Ihr 
gtacei of eloqaeDCe; to bim indeed i> applicable, in its Full force, 
tbe praiie which li given to Ntttor In flamer :— 

ToC Kai airo ■yXuffirijc fiiXiTii<: yXvKiuir pny aveS) 

in prrBoaaioB ikill'd. 

Words. iHcet as bone;, from hit lipi diitill'd. 
Sa delightful and so eDgaglue ii he in hU narraliTe, and inch perfect 
■impUcii; i> there in hia manner, lluit «c fancy we tee before nur 
ejra > vetienble old Diaa jiut returned from bii irsTel* in distant 
caoDtriet, and tilling down in his ann-chair, rolaling without re- 
■tnint all that he had «een and beard t not omiliing even somo 
wonderful things to which he gave no credit himself. His style seemt 
to have been formed merely by his nalire good taste anit by practice, 
lUherlkBD by (be raleiof art; for al thai prrio4 Ihe wriline of protr 
wat not Tcry common. II was first cultiTBled in lona by Ihe phllo- 
■opbers, hut very slowly; thea by the hiiloriani, Hecalsus, Hellani- 
C«, Charau of l«mpurbBS, and Xanlbnt of \jyi\ji. Bui the Iniirt of 
■bete writerj wai overpowered by the luperior brilliancy of Uerodn- 
■Bii jnil ai the diiine genius of Iloraer overwhelmed the mediocrily 
of all the preceding poets. 



J 
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Next to Herodotuf it Thucydides, a writer slao of the very lint 
rank, but excelling In a different way $ be has taken a lest extentWe 
subject, confining himself to the affairs of Greece alone, and chiefly 
to the events of the Peloponnesian war ; and of that he does not re- 
late all that he saw or heard, but only those things which were worthy 
of being recorded. But with all this compression of style and mat- 
ter, what wonderful grandeur and sublimity of thought does he 
possess — ^What weight in his opinions — How just nn estimate does he 
always make of virtue and vice ! With what sagacity does he unfold 
the human heart and explore its inmost recesses 1 In truth, as respects 
the art of writing, his works come to us under very different circum- 
stances from those of Herodotus ; for Thucydides not only had his 
master, Antiphon, to instruct him in composition, but Aaaxagoras, 
likewise, to teach the art of thinking. 

The third, and of the same raok, is Xenophon^ who has tempered 
that severity of style which Thucydides adopted, and has made the 
fcwc«tncss, perspicuity and simplicity of Herodotvs * his node!.— 
Xeaophon had the advantage of instruction in his youth, under the 
»6tt celebrated masters of eloquence aod philosophy $ in the former 
Prodi6us, in the latter Socrates, whose elegant and popular mode of 
reasoning, so admirably adapted to all the purposes of life, he has 
preserved in particular treatises, and also infused into his larger his- 
torical works* These three authors flourished so nearly together that 
each one of them, if he attained to old age, might have lived to see his 
successor juat commencing his career ;— from the birth of Herodotus to 
the death of Xeoophoo, there was a space of one hundred and 
twenty-four years. In their age historioal waiting is thought to 
have possessed all the vigour, purity and elegance, which belong to 
that species of writing. From the age of Xenophon to that of Poly- 
bins, there was a period of about two hundred years, during which, 
it is wonderful to observe how many eminent historians there were, 
who, in extent of knowledge and variety, were not inferior to the 
triumvirate, though in purity of composition they kept degenerating 
f^om that standard. In the Macedonic age, under Alexander and 
his successors, arose an innumerable multitude of writers in every 
branch of learning, and among them, consequently, historians of emi- 
nence. Of these some came forth from the sound, and as yet incor- 
rupt discipline of the schools of rhetoric ; such were Ephorus, Theo- 
pompus, and Timceus ; others were from the schools of philosophy, 
of whom was Aristotle*, and almost every one of that band of Peri- 



* Speaking of Aristotle, the following account of the presarraticii of his 
writings is extremely interesting. 



•io HISTORV Oy GIIEECE. 

patetio Kbicb follaHed bim, as Thcophrailui, CalliBlbcoe), DiCKar' 
cbns, ArislKienas, Pbania*, aad Aealharcbidct ; alhm again bdong- 
ed to Ihc school of gran mar iani, as Calliiaacbai, Eralailbcnci, 
Apollodorat; while still anotber clui came from the bardihips of 



Tb« wrilJDgs of Aristotle appear lo hare been beyond the tule, and 
probably (he comprcheDiian of hii coDtempaiariei lad countr]-. Thea- 
phnttuB.hiifiTourilediiciple. to wbomliElfft them, may have aodcitlDod 
aod valued them ; but tbat Ihli elesaat Atbenian (bould, in bis disposal 
of them, pass by all his ingenious countrymen, and even all the ealtiTaled 
sUle of Greece, and bequeath them to Helens, an cbicure inhabitant of 
>D obsCDTC city of Pergamus in Asia, wboie beirs lochfd Ihem up in > 
cheit, seems to imply that Ihey were cOMpositlons not suiled Tor hi; own 
times and nation, Ibough destined to interest ■ remote poiierity. Tliey 
remained in this chest till the Pecgamenian Kings searching every where 
for books, then onlf manuscripti, to form a great library in their ue- 
tropolis, the descendants of Neleus fearing 10 be deprived of what, though 
nscless to tbem, they supposed to be vajuahle ai least ■> property, hid 
them from human sight and knowledge, in a vault under ground. Here 
they lay unknown and untouched for one bundled and tbiiiy years. By 
that time the possessor of this buried treasure waatlng money, and finding 
tbat Appellico, a ikh citiEen of Atbeni, was living large pi'icei for rare 
works to put in bis library, tbey brought ArisIotU out of his segiolchre, 
and told them 10 the wealthy book collector. He found them so rotten 
from damp and age, that they would scarcely lay together, aod were io 
many parts illegible ; be had them copied, and the chasms made by the 
moisture and worms supplied, as well as the sbiliiy of the day would 
allow, by eniijeclural ioserlioDS, which have generally made the difficult 
patl5 more diflicult than before. Bnt here they slept undisturbed upon 
bii>helvei lill Sylla, about elghty.five years before the christian era. 
coming to Athens and seizing this library, transpoKed these with their 
bibliolbecsl companions 10 Rome; not to study tbem, but la make them 
a pan of that library which be wished alio to be a portion of bis popular 
reputaiioB. 

But fortuaately for Aristotle, there was a man at Rome, Tyronnion, 

patronage of Cicero, reading lectures in that city. This expatriated stu- 
dent was intimate with Sy I la's librarian, was himself a gteat book collec- 
tor, and reverid the memory of Aristotle, seeing the copy of this philoso- 
pher's works fn Sylla's library, he obtained permitiion from his frieod to 
copy it, be communicated bis laboun to Andronicus Rhodiui, who from 
the MS. lint made the works of Aristotle known to the public, nearly 
two hundred and 6riy years after the hand which bad composed Iheia 
had mouldered mlo dusl. ^Aarow 
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warfare and the camp ; such were Alexander*! companioni — Ptolo- 
meu8, Ariitobalas. and Hecataeus, whose historical writings, like 
those of all the others, have been destroyed by time. 

Pro/etsor Wyttenbach — never before translated. 

MiTFOKD. The History of Greece, by William Mit- 
ford, 10 vols. 8V0.5/55 

Gillies. The History of Greece, by Dr. John Gil- 
lies, 8 vols. 8vo. 3/ 185 

Tbew are woite of comlderable merit ; the fbnner Is the moit learned, the latter 
the BKMt pofmlaf ; the fonner la ahmpt Ib the itjie, the latter Is more fluent ; by 
the peninl of the one the reader Is more amused than instmcted, bjr the study of 
the other he is more instructed than amused. Dr. Carpenter, 

Goldsmith. The History of Greece, by Oliver 

Goldsmith, 2 vols. 8vo. Us 
Potter. The Antiquities of Greece, enlarged by 

Dunbar, 2 vols. 1/ 6s 

Dr. Dlbdla designate* this at a protbond yet vnprelMidlac worfc ; It is^ kowerer, 
capable of great tmproTement. 

Hill. On the Institutions and Manners of Ancient 
Greece, by Dr. Hill, of St. Andrew's. 

An exceltont compendlom on the Institntloni of Greece. 

Barthelemy. The Travels of Anacharsis the 
younger, in Greece, during the middle of the fourth 
cei^tury, before the christian era, translated from 
the French of the Abb6 Bai*theleroy, in 6 vols, 
with a quarto atlas of plates and maps, il4s 

The sixth edition of this excellent book has recently appeared. 

The Athenian Letters are said to contain valuable 

illustrations of the History, Antiquities, Manners, 

&c. of Greece, and the best commentary upon 

Thucydides that ever was written, first printed in 

1741, in four 8vo. volumes. 

Stackhouse. An Epitome of the History, Laws and 
Religion of Greece, designed for young persons, 
by Thomas Stackhouse, ISmo. 4^ 

Great diUgenoe is displayed la thrcomplUUIon of this Teiyinefal little Tolome. 
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In Wood'f Essay on (he Geniua and Writings of 
Homer, mucli valuable information may be glean- 
ed, 8vo. 



I^toirp of ^ome. . 

The more recondite scholar, before proceeding to the 
Historians of Rome, is recommended to peruse the 
Dissertations of Pouilly and De Sillier, in the 
Memoirs of the Academy of Inscnption», and the 
separate Treatise of M, De Beaufort, on the credit 
due to the histories of the five first ages of Rome. 

HooKE. The History of Rome from its building to 
the ruin of the commonwealth, by Nathaniel 
Hooke, in 6 vols. Svo, 31 3s 

Fekgobon. The History of the Republic of Rome, 
by Adam Ferguson, in 5 vols. Svo. S/ 2s 

Tkis biwk i> wrWai >lll. Flfiuce, lb<w^ icbalin usuU} prefer Nmlliutal Hoote. 

R«i.Li>'. The Roman History, by RoUin, 10 vols. 
Svo. 

Caevier. The History of (he Roman Empire, from 
Augustus to Constantine, translated from the 
French of J. B. Crevier, 10 vols. 8vo. 3/ 10s 



TbU lukaiu be ncMtwi » i amlauumi t> Ikil of RuUm. 

Gibbon. The History of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, with maps, by Edward Gibbon, 
18 vols. Svo. 4/ 4s 
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The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
£inpire, adapted for families and young persons, 
by the omission of objectionable passages, by 
Thomas Bowdler, Esq. F. R. S. 5 vols, octavo, 
31 3s 

There is an elegant edition forming part of the Oxford 

classics, in eight vols, octavo, 31 is 

— — — , ftbridged^ Svols. octavo, I65, 

with portraits. * 

Gibbon (has ftpeaku of his book. — The volaine of mj history, which had been 
•omewhat delajed by the uoTelty and tnmnlt of a first session, was now ready for the 
press. After the perilous adventare had been declined by my friend, Mr. Elmsley, 
I agreed npon easy terms with Mr. Thomas Cadell, a respectable bookseller, and 
Mr. William Strahan, an eminent printer, and they undertook the care and risk of 
the publication, which derived more credit from the name of the shop, than from 
iSmt of the author. The last revlsal of the proofs was submitted to my vigllaoce. 
Mid annj blemishCB of style, which had been invisible in the manuscript, were dls- 
eoTcnd and corrected In the printed sheet. 80 moderate were our hopes that the 
original impression had been stinted to five hundred, till the number was doubled 
by the prophetic taste of Mr. Strahan j tlie flrot impreMion was exhausted in a 
ISnr days, a second and third edition i»ere scarcely adequate to (he demand. My 
bofdE was on every (able, and almost on every toilette, nor was the general Tolee 
disturbed by the barking of any profane critic. (Hon Hfe. 

Horace Walpole says, I was told a droll story of Gibbon the other 
day<— One of those booksellers in Paternoster Row, who poblish 
things in nambers, went to Gibbon's lodgings in St. James's Street, 
sent np his name and was admitted. — "Sir,** said he, *<I am now 
publishing a History of England, done by several good hands, I un- 
derstand yon have a knack at them there things, and should be glad 
to give you every reasonable encouragement." — As soon as Gibbon 
recovered the use of his legs and tongue, which were petrified with 
surprise, he ran to the bell and desired bis servant to show this en- 
conrager of learning down stairs. 

A modem writer asserts that the booksellers gained sixty thousand 
poands out of Gibbon's History of the Roman £mpire. 

Gibbon received six thousand pounds for the copyright; for the 
labour of a whole life, with the additional expense of an outlay for 
a library of considerable extent, necessary for the getting up of the 
work — it was no great reward. 

Goldsmith. The History of Rome, by Oliver Gold- 
smith, S voLi. 1^ 
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Bankes. The Civil and Constitutional History of 
Rome, from the foundation to the age of Augustus, 
by Henry Bankes, M.P. 2 vols, octavo, 1/45 



ANTIQUITIES. 

Kennett. The Roman Antiquities, by B. Kennett, 

octavo, plates, lOs 6d 
Adams, The Roman Antiquities, by Dr. Adams, 

octavo, i)s 
liEMPRiERE. The Classical Dictionary of Dr. Liem- 

priere is indispensible to every student of Roman 

history, octavo, 16^. There is likewise a quarto 

edition 
DuNLop. The History of Roman Literature, from 

the earliest period to the Augustan age^ 2 vols. 

octavo, 11 lis 6d 
Perceval. The History of Italy, from the fall of the 

Western Empire to the commencement of the 

French Revolution, by G. Perceval, Esq. 2 vols. 

8vo. mo* 

Italj hu been to the modern world, what Greece wag to the nations of antiqaltj. 
Her annab are deeplj fraught with lostmction and interest. 

In this department may also be recommended the Ro- 
man History of Mavor, 3 vols. 8vo. 185, as well 
adapted for such who have not leisure to enter 
into deep research. 

Middleton^s Life of Cicero contains a masterly deline- 
ation of Roman manners. The style in which it 
is written was greatly admired and commended 
by the late Mr. Fox, 2 vols, octavo, 125 
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l^tieKocp of 4Bttat Attain. 



Dr. Richard Farmer, in a letter to a frieod, on directioos for the 
study of English History, has the following observations. 

You will not expect to be scot to the authors who are usually 
called classical, for much ioformatioD io the English History. Very 
little is met with in the Greek, and not a great deal in the Latin. 
Caesar, Tacitus, and Suetonius, are the only writers worth men- 
tioning. 

Nor will you chuse to be referred to the monlLish writers. Carte 
has made the most and best use of them, which is the greatest merit of 
his work. Hame often pats their names in his margin ; hot 1 fear all 
he knew of them was through the media of other writers. He has 
some mistakes which could not have occurred, had he really consulted 
the origiaals. 

Little real knowledge is to be picked up from our history before 
the conquest. The best authors, for this period, are Milton and Sir 
William Temple i the latter more pleasing, but the former more ac- 
curate. Milton*s prose works are exceeding stiff and pedantic, and 
Sir William's as remarkably easy and graceful } but he shoold have 
attended more to the minotim of names and dates. 

From the conquest, our annals are more clear than those of any 
other nation in the world. This happens from the custom or ob* 
ligation that every mitred abbey was under to employ a rcgistrary for 
all extraordinary events; and their notes were usually compared 
together at the end of every reign. Hence the great number of 
monkish historiant. 

It luckily happens that no party spirit has biassed the hia^riaos, 
in their account of •or old kings ; and It therefore does not much 
signify what author is read. For you would smile at my love of black 
letter, were I io refer yow to Hollinshed or Stowe; men, I assure 
yon, by no means despicable. The most eloquent old history we 
have, is that by Samuel Daniel, a poet of no mean rank. Though 
he wrote more than half a century before Milton, his style appears 
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mocb more modern. HisContinoator, Trussel, is not so well spokeB of- 
Daniel is Tery concise in bis accoonts before tbe conqoest, bot mocb 
fqller afterwards. He ends witb Edward III. and Trossel witb 
Richard III. Tbis book is reprinted in Bishop Kenneths collection, bot 
the old editions are the best. The bishop employed Oldmixon, a hero 
in the Bunciad in the repoblication, who, we are told, falsified it in 
many places. 

If we are not content with the general accounts of the snbseqaent 
reigns, it may not be amiss to look at their particular writings. 

Bock's History of Richard 3d is remarkable from the pains he 
takes to clear his character against the scandal (as he calls it) of other 
historians. Lord Bacon*s florid History of Henry 7th comes next.— 
Too most know this king was a favourite of James the First, and as 
it was written to recover his favour, the author, you may suppose, has 
not been impartial. Lord Herbert's Henry the 8th well deserves 
reading; he was a free-thinker, and a free writer, his Information 
was good, and the era particularly Interesting. Tbe next work of 
importance, not quite forgetting Sir John Hayward's Edward 6th, is 
Camden's Elizabeth, a performance worthy of its author. The story 
of Mary, Queen of Scots, may be more particularly learned from her 
countrymen, Melvile, Buchanan, &c. 

The Stuarts have brought in a flood of histories, many high- 
flying panegyrics, and many scandalous invectives. — On James 1st, 
Wilson, Sanderson, Weldoo, &c. and a late writer, one Harris, an 
Anabaptist Parson. 

For Charles the First appears our greatest historian. Lord Claren- 
don ; on the other side, Ludlow, who is, however, particularly severe 
on Cromwellyl omit Whitelock, Roshworth, Warwick, and a thousand 
others. 

After the restoration, Burnet's History of bis Own Times will come 
in, and carry us to the end of Queen Anne's reign ; a curioos work, 
but to be used with great caution, as the bishop had strong prejodioes. 
Salmon wrote an answer to it 

Rapin seems the next writer of much consequence. Voltaire, cer- 
tainly a good judge of history, calls him our best hbtorian ; but per- 
haps h« was partial to hKs countryman. It is, however, a work of 
much accuracy, but barren of reflection, and consequently, heavy in 
the reading. Carte, who emphatically stylet himself an Englishman, 
wrote purp6sely against him on the tory side of the que^ion. 

The latter historians, Home, Smollett, &c. y on know, perhaps, as 
well as I do Kume is certainly an admirable writer ; his style bold, 
and his reflection shrewd and uncommon; but his religious and 
political notions have too often warped his jndgment. SmolleU wants 
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the digpity of history, and takes any thing upon trait ; bot hi« booki, 
at least the former volames, are sufficiently pleasing. I have pur- 
posely omitted a multitude of writers; as Speed, Baker, Brady, 
Tyrrell, Echard, Guthrie, &c. 

Collections of letters and slate papers are of the utmost importance, 
if we pretend to exactness; such as a collection called the Cabala, 
Burleigh*8, Sydney's, Thurloe's, &c. 

The last observation I shall trouble you with is, that sometimes a 
single pamphlet will give us better the clue of a transaction than a 
▼olume in folio. 

Thus we learn from the Duchess of Marlborough's apology, that the 
peace of Utrecht was made by a quarrel among the women of the bed 
chamber ! Hence, memoirs, secret histories, political papers, &c. are 
not to be despised ; always allowing suflSciently for the prejudice of 
party, and believing them no farther than they are supported by col- 
lateral evidence. 



THE CHRONICLES. 

Hall, Hollinshed, Grafton, Camden, Speed, Stowe, Dogdale, Le- 
land, and others of about the same age, may be called our original 
historians; inasmuch as they derived their information from sources 
DOW entirely closed against us. They bad access to docoraents of 
which but a portion is preserved, And that as it were by chance, and 
nnder the keys of the curious. They had authorities, more in num- 
ber, perhaps, than appears in their works, since some might be con- 
sulted by them for confirmation of what they found in others ; and 
in many instances, they had an additional resource in tradition, of 
which later ages are entirely deprived. The destruction of documents 
that took place during the civil wars is exceedingly to be regretted, 
while accidental conflagrations, pilferings, and other means of defal- 
cation, though local, have contributed to diminish the stock of in- 
structive materials which has escaped the violence of intentional mis- 
chief. 

In Bishop Nicholson's historical library a full account of all the 
monkish historians may be met with. 

Those who wish to read our early historians, may 
obtain the reprint of the following chronicles : 
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HoUiiished, Hal), Grafton, Fabyan, Rasteil, Arnold, 
Hardyiig, and FroJssart, in 16 vole, royal 4to. 
37/ lOj 

MoNsTRELET. The Clironicles of France and En- 
gland, translated from the French, by Thomas 
Johnes, Hafod Press, 5 vols, roval 4to. SI/ 



ckBHh, tlie ^dM of paiun] sccnjixjan or tbe luainli oC a 


I«il, lbei«la™,or(lie 
popnlirKWdblJ.m 


A grant hai recenll; 
pnrpnse of repriDling i 

of naliunal history. 


been made by partiament, for the laadahle 








Id cnllrclions or bodi*t of biMory, the French ha»e greatly the ad- 
TaDlage over lu t u wril u ia the rich <lote ormcmoin, which iilui- 
Iraitr 10 delig^tfullT the late ptriod* of Ibeir biUory. 

1 find il impoHibir lo du juMicc to the lilerature of I'tanee. (u the 
limit! I haite fi»ed for this bo..li i il is, therefore, mj iDtcotion tg 
rcicrte the whole of the Forei{n llicratare for a separate and 
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Clahendon. The History of the Rebellion and 
Civil Wars of England, in 6 vols. 4to. 7/ I7s 6rf— 
G vols. 8vo. 31 3s, by Edward Hyde, Lord Claren^ 
don. 

The Life should also be purchased, in which the his- 
tory is continued, 3 vole. Svo. 

Hla ploqaaire ADd povcf of pklnllAff chincteti. uid knowlrdire of hri nhist. 



Lyttleton. The History ofthe Reignof Henry the 

Second, Svo. 



I 
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The History of England to the Revolution, 1688, by 
David Hume, with a continuation by Dr. Smollett, 
to the death of George the Second, in thirteen 
octavo, vols 4/ 10s 

There is an elegant edition, forming part of the Ox- 
ford classics, ill 1 3 vols. 38 portraits. 

— : , 15 vols. S4mo. small 

type, 31 155. 

There are several continuations to Hume and Smol- 
lett, of which the best, I think, may be considered 
to be that by Dr. Robert Bisset, to the death of 
George the Third, in six octavo vols. 31 3s 

SmoUett first published a History of England in 1767, and reprinted 
in 1758, in eleven octavo volnmes ; It was published in sixpenny 
nambers, of which twenty thousand copies were sold directly, this 
extraordinary popularity was created by the artifice of the poblisher. 
He addressed a paclcct of the proposals to every parish clerk in 
England, carriage free, with half-a-crown enclosed, as a compliment, 
to have them distributed through the pews of the church, which being 
generally done, the pious people read the papers instead of listening 
to the sermon, and the result was an extensive demand for the 
work. 

Hume says, I commenced with the accession of the house of Stuart, 
an epoch where I thought the mis-representations began chiefly to 
take place. I was, I own, sanguine in my expectations of the success 
of this work. I thought that I was the only historian that had at once 
neglected present power, interest and authority, and the cry of popu- 
lar prejudice, and as the subject was suited to every capacity, I ex- 
pected pt-oportional applause. But miserable was my disappointment. 
I was assailed by one cry of reproach, disapprobation, and even de- 
testation. English, Scotch, and Irish, whig and tory, churchman and 
sectary, free-thinker and religionist, patriot and courtier, united in 
their rage against the man who had presumed to shed a generous tear 
for the fate of Charles 1st, and the Earl of Stafford. And after the 
first ebullitions of their fury were over, what was still more mortify* 
ing, the book seemed to sink into oblivion. Mr. Millar told me, that 
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ipa (w(l*(inonlb, he loldonly forljr-fiTe ca|iiei of il. I Bcarcelf, 
Indeed, heard of one maa in (be Ihrrc lEingdomi, cuniiderable for rank 
or leilrn, Ihal could eodare ibe book. I tnuil onlj vicrpt llie PrU 
male of England, Dr. Herring, and Ihe Primale ef Ireland, Dr. 
Slone. Thne dignified prelatss separnirly tent me meuages not to 
be dricouraged. I was, howcrcr, I cunfesi, discouraged. 

JdAudh. HIi ilyle h ool Engliib, Ibe ilraclDre of hii icoleaces is 
French. And Ihe English itrucluie may, iu (he oalore of ihings, be 
equally good. Bnl if you alEow Ibal the English langage U nta- 
blished, he is nronf. 

Henry. The History of Great Britain, by Dr. Ro- 
bert Henry, 18 vols, octavo, 4/ is 

There is a continuation by James Petit Andrews, to 
the death of Elizabeth, in two octavo volumes. 

FamndtiiuthapluDrilibwtiili h rKFllnl, Wne dlilded Into dbtincl dM- 
nii. Tbcphnciial dltliloB air PiillilaLUiHiir>. BnlaUBIral HMorj.Ian- 



Dr. Johmon, I have beard Henry 'i Hlitorj nf Great Britain well 
ipakmof- I am told it ii carried on in feparale difisnnt, as Ibe cirll, 
Ihenililar}, the relijcioas hialorj. I wish niurh In hate onebiaDch 



nell d 



istorj 






n life. 



Dr. Jteh'-lten. Henry ihould hare applied hit alleolion la (hal 
alune, n Iiicb it rnntigb for any man, nod be aiif[hl hove fnund a great 
deal leallered io various booJis, had he rend iolrly niih ihat view. 
Henry erred in nol telling bi> Gnt Tolume al a noderale price to Ibe 
booktellen, that (bey mlghl have piubed hin on (ill be had gol repu- 
talion. I told ny Hi(lor)' of Scoltaad ai a moderate price, .-i_> a work 
by which the bookiellcn might cither gain or nnt ; aod Cadell ba$ 
(old me lha( Millar and he have go( lii ihousand poonds by JI. I 
■ftericaidi rcceiicd a much higher price for mj writinj-t. Aoaulhor 
ibould sell hii Grtl work for wha( the boukacllets will sire, till it 
shall appear wbrther he ii an author of meril, or, which ii the inine 
thing as to purchase mo Bey, an author who pleases the public. 

Baimtiri Life of Jaknioi,. 

Dr. Henry acknowledged (ba( he gniaed a priiG( ofibrec (boniand 
thtee hundred pounds by bii History of England ; a small Tcmuicrs- 
lion for Ihe labour of twenty yean. 
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Turner. The History of the Anglo-Saxons, from 
their first appearance in Europe to the end of 
their dynasty in England, by Sharon Turner, with 
maps, 3 vols, octavo, 91 5s 

The History of England, from the Norman conquest 
to the conclusion of the reign of Henry the Se- 
venth, including the Histories of Religion, and of 
English Literature, in prose and poetry, by 
Sharon Turner, 5 vols, octavo, first published in 
quarto 

The matter is highlj cnrhms and Inttrnctive, and, compartd wUb It, one naj 
falrlj gtate. all prerioiu accounts ware not onljr ■aperficlal,lrat6rronein». A grent 
portion of the work la devoted to the Hiitofy of Religion and Lltentnse. It li, 
throvghont, moat eloquently and powerfalljr written. v 

The History of the Reign of Henry the Eighth, com- 
prising the Political History of the commencement 
of the English Reformation, being the first part 
of the modern History of England, 1 vol. quarto, 
91 2s 

LiNGARD. The History of England, from the first 
invasion of the Romans, by Dr. John Lingard, 
eight vols, octavo, 4/ 16« 

Dr. LiDgard*8 book is the frait of gretit indostry, leaniing and 
acoteoess, directed by do ordinary talents ; it is written in a clear 
and aj^reeable manner. His style is nerroas and concise. 

Dr. Ling;ardy we need scarcely say, is a decided partisan of the 
church of Rome. That he should be devoted to her doctrines was to be 
expected, from the faith he holds, and the profession he has em- 
braced ; but he is not only a believer in the creed» and advocate for 
the discipline of his chorch ; he is the defender of all her saints and 
confessors ; the eulogist of all those who have laboured or suiTered in 
her cause; the decrier of all those who have resisted her usurpations, 
from the days of Austin to the dawn of the Reformation. His thermo- 
meter for personal merit is of spiritual manufacture. 

Biinb^ Rev. No, SS, 
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Goldsmith. The History of England, hy Oliver 
Goldgmith, with a continuation to the death of 
George the Third, by Dr. Coote, 4 vols, octavo, 
I/IS5 

Mackintosh. The History of Great Britain, from 
the Revolution in 1688, to the French Revolution 
in 1789, by Sir James Mackintosh, M.P. LL.D. 
F.R.S. 

Sir Jaam hai ripmtcil a with (hat hii work ma; au(exc»d Ibm 
lolnmn in 4lo. but it mayrxlrnd Id Tourt hrhBialrrndy eiperienrcd 
a racilil> ofaccns Id Drigloai papert );rcBtFr than, even vilfa hi* ran- 
Bdencc in Ibe libcntlit; of tbe ageaod nation, be could bafc Tcnlnted 

Brodie. The History of the British Empire, iron) 
tke AocesBion of Charles the Firat to the Res- 
toration, 4 vols, octavo, by George Brodie, 9/ 
litGd 

R|ira«iUIJint uDUltwd la Himc'i IlMDr;. 

AiKiN. Annals of the Reign of George the Third, 
continued to his Majesty's decease, 2 vole, octavo, 
35j, by Dr. Aikin. 

BtssET. The History of the Reign of George the 
Third ; to which is prefixed, a view of the progres- 
sive improvement of England, in prosperity and 
strength, to the accession of George the Fourth, 
by Robert Bisset, LL. D. 6 vols, octavo, 3/3j 
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Granger. The Biographical History of England, 
by James Granger, with the continuation of No- 
ble, 7 vols, octavo, from Egbert to the Revolu- 
tion, 6 vols, octavo, 3/ 3^, royal, 4Z IO5, folio, 
18/ I85, with 310 portraits 

BatwelL I hate, since I saw yoa, read every word of Granger's 
Biographical History ; it has entertained me exceedingly. It seems 
he wa» like Pope.— - 

" While Tories call ne Whig, and Whigs a Tory." 

It is one of the most delightful worlts of the class of British bio- 
graphy. 

Bebtrand de Moleville. a ChroDolpgical A- 
bridgment of the History of England, by Bertrand 
de Moleville, 4 vols, octavo 

Oaailmilu' ptau It the work of Aadrevs, on Hm Hltloty of OffMtBritala,«M- 
nacted vKb tho Chnmolon of Barope. 

Millar. An Historical View of the English Go- 
vernment and Constitution, from the Settlement 
of the Saxons to the Revolution, 4 vols. 1/ 16^ 

Godwin. The History of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, by William Grodwin, 2 vols, octavo, II Ss 

Mabkuam. a History of England, from the inva- 
sion of the Romans to the death of George the 
Third, with conversations at the end of each chap- 
ter, 14 plates, 2 vols, duodecimo, 16^ 

Thb h the bert written hlitorj for joong perBoni ; the lelectloB of matter b jndi- 
cioaswid wtM propoftloaed ; the aUvriattons of lactiue and dlalofve produce en 
lallfenhif effect. 

Campbell. The Annals of Great Britain, from the 
accession of Greorge the Third to the peace of 
Amiens, 3 vols, octavo 

Hallam. The Constitutional History of England, 
from the accession of Henry the Seventh to the 
death of George the Second, by H. Hallam, Esq. 
3 vols, octavo, 1116s 
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KAVAL HISTORr. 

Brenton. The Naval History of Great Britain, 
from 1783 to 1829, by Captain Edward Pelham 
Brenton 



James. The Naval History of the late War lo the 
accession of George the Fourth, 1890, by E. 
James, Esq. 6 vols, oclato, numerous plates of 
battles, 4/ 10s 

U miM he utnKltd iIht ui' iimii oal U a ,117 dddkckuj Isictli. Th* *iit« 
BriBCH miuidcnbls iBHrch. Iml Itie jnlliH tUipli^i IH<1« of kUoiicll del: Uh 
pifv of bl9(orj DDflit qcierlo bi^dbfrved bj oiunmiiri^ cooiinaiurtet. or pobiled 

Id this class may be ntentioned the old Naval History, 
in 8 volumes, Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, 
and Marshall's Naval Biography. 

TIhUIUi wiirtmbn«>iitmaltarntTTiia«rliilitiU>jstj'>Min]a>nliv. 
ftoB lboK>t«-Fl^ oa«i"iloini 10 U« juator - C«nn»Dd«." It »iiliin< 
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CoLQUHOUN, A Treatise on the Wealth, Power, 
and Resources of Great Britain, by P. Colquhnun, 
Esq. quarto, Si 3s 

There is an older work of this description, now rarely 
consulted, entitled Campbell's Political Survey of 
Great Britain, S vols, quarto 
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MILITARY HISTORY. 

In this division I hardly know what to mention, ex- 
cept the valuable work of Archdeacon Cox, Me- 
moirs of the Duke of Marlborough, 6 vols, octavo, 
and a quarto atlas, 5/ 5^, and the Campaigns of the 
Duke of Wellington 

The History of the War in Spain and Portugal, by 
Robert Southey, 3 vols, quarto, 6/ 6s 

The following is an authentic copy of a letter written by General 

Wolfe; it contains mncii useful instruction for young men in the 

military profession. 

Devizes, Sunday, 18th July, 1756. 
Dear Sir, 

Tou cannot find ne a more agreeable employment than to senre and 
oblige yout and T wish with all my heart that my inclinations and 
abilities were of equal force. I do not recollect what it was I re- 
commended to Mr* Comwallis's nephew : it might be the Coont de 
Turpin*8 booJi, which is certainly worth looking into, as it contains 
a good deal of plain practice. 

Tour brother, no doubt, is master of the Latin and French langua- 
ges, and has some knowledge of the mathematics ; without this last, he 
can never become acquainted with the attack and defence of places ; 
and 1 should advise him, by all means, to give up a year or^wo of his 
time, now while he is young, (if he has not already done It,) to the 
study of the mathematics, because it will greatly facilitate his progress 
in military matters. As to the books that arc fittest for his purpose, 
he may begin with the King of Prussia's regulations for the horse and 
foot, where the economy and good order of an army, in the lower 
branches, is extremely well established. Then there are the " Me- 
moin of the Marquis de Santa Cruz, Fenquiere, and Montecuculi,'* 
'* Tollard*8 Commentaries upon Polybius," the '* Projet de Tactique,'* 
*' L'Attaque et la Defense des Places, par le Mareichal de Vauban," 
*' Les Memoiret de Goulon,"*' L'Ingenieurde Campagne,'* ** Le Sieur 
Rente,** for all that concerns artillery. Of the ancients. Vegetius, 
Caesar, Thucydides, Xenophon's Life of Cyrus, and the retreat of the 
ten thoniand Greeks. I do not mention Polybius, because the commr n- 
taries and history naturally go together. Of latter days, Davila, 
Guicciardini, Strada, the Memoirs of the Duke of Solly. There is 
abundance of military knowledge to be picked out of the lives of 
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GuiUlui AdoJpbu), and Cbarin (be XII. King of Sncdcn, nnd 
ZiBca, ibe Bobrmian ; and if a tolerable accoant could be got of Ihe 
ciplollt of Scanderbcg, i( would be ineallmablr, for he eiceedi all 
oHicrn, ancient and modEm, in (he conduct of a email de ren jive army i 
Imel wi(h bin in Ihe Torkish his(ory, bal*o where else. The life of 

Tbere is a book laleljr publlAbed (ha( I bat'e heard couunended, *'Art 
" dr la Gattrc Praclique." I luppoae it ii cnllecled from all ihe betl 
aothon (hal Ireat of nnr : and there <; a lillle volume, inlitled "TraKi 
de la Pr(ile Guerre," tbnt va^r brstber should take In hii pocket 
trheD he gor« upon uul-dulies and deiachmenli. The Mnrescha) de 
Puyiegnr'* book it in eiteem. i beliere Mr. Tukniend »ilt ihink 
(hli ealalngue long enotigh ; aod ifhe had palieoce (o trad, and dolre 
(o apply, as I am penuaded he has, (he knowledge cnnlainrd in Ifaem, 
(bereisirherenilbal to make bim a- considerable penon in hi$ profes- 
sion, and, of eoune, very oteful and serviceable lo hii cnnnlry. In 
general, Ibe lives of all (be grral coraniaDderB, of all good bis(oriei of 
warlike nationi, will be tety iulrncdte, and lead faint nalorallji to 
imitate what he aiu>( nrceuarily approve of. 

In (hr^e days of scaicili, and in these unlucky limes, i1 ii mnch to 
be wit bed thai all our young soldien of birtb and educalioD wonlrf 
fallow your bro(hef'i ttepii and ai Ihej will liaie (heir turn (o com- 
■Dand, that tbej would iry la make themielTes fit for that importanl 
trotit wilhont it, we mual sink under the lupreme abililiei and inde- 
fatigable industry of ODt rrsllris neighbonrb 

You have drawn a 1arf;er letter upon yonrtelf Ihnn, perbapi, yon 
expected, but I could hardly make it sborler wiiboat doing wrong to 
good authors. 

Id what a ttronge manner baie we rand acted our affairs in theMe- 
dilerranrao ! Quelle belle occaiion mantiUL-e ! 

I am, with perfect etleem, dear Sir, 

Your most hntnble Servant, 

JA.MES WOLFE. 

l^i^torp of SSdejEC. 

The following books, although they are merely tours, 
abound in historical matter, and are well calcu- 
lated to acquaint us with the present and former 
state ofall parts of Wales, 

Peananl, Warrington, Bingley, Malkin, Powell. 
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l^ijEKorp of ^(otlanti. 



The Chronicles of Scotland, by Boyce and Bellenden, 

2 vols, quarto, beautifully printed, 5/55 
Robertson. The History of Scotland, during the 

reign of Queen Mary and King James the Sixth, 

by William Robertson, 3 toIs. ISs 
The whole works of Robertson are published in 12 

vols, octavo. 4M5: they contain the History of 

Charles the Fifth — Scotlanfl — India — America 
There is a very neat edition printed by Pickering, in 

8 vols, octavo, price 31 3*, with five portraits 
Guthrie. The general History of Scotland, in 10 

vols, octavo, by W. Guthrie, is a book now rarely 

consulted 
Dalrymple. The Annals of Scotland, from the 

accession of Malcolm the Third to that of the 

House of Stuart, published in 3 vols, octavo, by 

Sir David Dalrymple, 1/ 10^ 

The hiatorlcal, philological, and antiqaarlan labors of Sir David Dairy mple, are 
radi as matifHe their antbor f o the fiNranoat rank aaiong hia contemporariea. 

PiNKSRTON. An Inquiry into the History of Soot- 
land, S vols, quarto 

He has likewise published the History of Scotland, 
from the accession of the Stuarts to Mary, 1797, 
and Scottish Gallery of Portraits, 1799 
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LiAiNG. The History of Scotland, with a preliniiaarj 
dissertation respecting Mary's participation in the 
murder of Darnley, 4 vols, octavo, 1/ I2i 

A work pacticalarlj rich in iUutntive ooC«. 

Chalmers. The Caledonia of Mr. George Chal- 
mers, of which three volumes have already ap- 
peared, in quarto, (to be completed in five,) is a 
work of stupendous labour, SI 3s each volume 

Dr. DIbdia derisMte* him the Atlas of Soottidi Antiqiiariet, leavinf no depaif. 
meat aatoadod, wImoi adflwr dWciaitiw tire* aor daagan daant. 

Life of Mary, Queen of Scots, by the same pen, 3 vols, 
octavo, 2/ 85 

This h a receat prodactiaa,of fiaat meotUtnn, aad aiaat bavea plaee ia every 
well faraidied Ubnry of Scottiih Lttentara. 

Benger. Memoirs of the Life of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, by Miss Benger, S vols, octavo, 1/ 4^ 

Mits Beofer has laig^dy aTailed heiwlf of the store of historical fadbnnstioB dis- 
plajed ia Mr. Chabaers^ book. 

Cook. The History of the Reformation in Scotland, 
{I *< by Dr. Cook, 3 vols, octavo, 2ls 

This if a book execvted with great jadcBMBt aad iaipaitlall^,ascoBM8ted with 
it thehistoiyoCSeotlaod. 

; M'Crib. The Life of John Knox, by Dr. M^Crie, 

I 2 vols. 1/ \s 

The Life of Andrew Melville, by the same author 

T^ese worin coataiaa valaaMebody of ecdesiastical aad literuj histoij veiatlac 
toSeothuid. 

Mackenzie. Memoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, by 
Sir George Mackenzie, Kt. 

Johnston. The History of the Rebellion in Scot- 
land, of 1745-6, containing the causes of the Pre- 
tender's defeat at CuUoden, by the Chevalier 
Johnston, Aide-du-camp to Prince Edward 
Charles, octavo, 155 

Thme memoirs possess all the iateiest of raoMiaec^ aad exhibit tiaits of |he cha- 
racter aad feeliac of the times. 
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A view of the History of Scotland, from the earliest 
records to the Rebellion in 1745, in a series of 
letters, 3 vols, octavo. 



^i^tmp of Sfrdanti. 

Leland. The History of Ireland, by Dr. Thomas 
Leland, 3 vols, quarto, is a book often referred to, 
as also the work of Ware, 3 vols, folio. 

Plowden. The History of Ireland, 3 vols, quarto, 
by John Plowden, or 8 vols, octavo, MllsGd 

Wakefield. An Account of Ireland, S vols, quarto, 
6/ 65, by Edward Wakefield. 

This Is a work of contfdenble value in a statistical point of tiew. Mr. Walcefield 
lias bestowed ^eat labour upon his boolc, and is justlj appreciated for the fidelity 
and accaracjr of its details. 

Gordon. The History of Ireland, to the union of 
1801, 2 vols, octavo, by the Rev. William Gordon, 
1/4* 

The same author wrote a History of the Irish Rebel- 
lion of 1798, published in 1801 

O'CoNOR. Rerum Hibernicarum Scriptores Veteres, 
with copious notes, prolegomena, and indexes, by 
Dr. Charles O'Conor, librarian to the Duke of 
Buckingham 

The lint Tohnike onlj has been pvbllshed, whidi will be fotdid replete with nneh 
Miiou,recoiadlte, and Interestiof lore«Tdatlre to Ireland. 

Croker. Researches in the South of Ireland, by 
T. Crofton Croker, with sixteen plates, quarto, 
Slis 

Thctaffa this TolvBie contains oouslderabto antiqaarbn iflMvch, there is still amch 
▼aluahle InlbrBatloB. 
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There is a volume of Travels in Ireland, by Reid, 
which is preceded by a long' historiial account, in 
octavo, ly* 
Letters from the Irish Highlands, duodecimo, 7« 
There is also a History oflreland, by Barlow, in octa- 
vo, and by O'Halloran, in 3 vols, octavo. 



%\W to t^e lpi?torp of ^ceat 33ritam. 



PARLtAMENTARY DEBATES. 

The Parliamentary Debates and Sfate Trials, neces- 
sarily form a part ofevery senator's library. 

Haksard. The Parliamenlary History of England, 
from the earliest period to the year 1803, in 36 
closely printed volumes, royal octavo, at ll\ls6d 
per volume, under the care and revision of T. C. 
Hansard. 

From the year 1803 the Parliamentary History is 
continued doivnwards, in the work entitled Par- 
liamentary Debates. It contains the most accurate 
accounts of all proceedings and debates in both 
Mouses of Parliament, with all the official docu- 
ments. 

The Parliamentary Debates arc also published in 
royal octavo, and form, to the death of George the 
Third, 41 vols, each volume sold at II Us Gd 

There is a new series of the present reign, of which 
seven volumes are published at 1/ lis G<^each. 

A Summary of the Session of 1S35 was published in 
post octavo, with the intention of continuing it 
aoDually. 
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Parliamentary Abstract ; giving an outline of all 
papers and public documents presented to Parlia- 
ment, price 25* each volume. 

Parliamentary Review ; containing essays on the 
principal subjects discussed in Parliament, toge- 
ther with an examination of the arguments emr 
ployed in debate, each volume price 25* 

Dr. Dibdin recommends the purchase, for large libra- 
ries, of the Domesday-book, 1783, 18 IG, in 4 folio 
volumes, edited by Henry Ellis, Esq. 

This is tlie most important woric yet publirhcd with refcreace to the British 
History, Antiquities, liaws. Customs, ftc A copy in good binding may be had 
for 9t9t ^ 

Such as desire more extensively to supply this depart- 
ment, must obtain the historical collections of 
Prynne, Rymer, Spelman, Rushworth, White- 
lock, Digges, D'Ewes, and Nalson. 

Burnet. The History of his own time, with the sup- 
pressed passages and notes, by Speaker Onslow 
and others, 1823, by Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of 
Sarum, 6 vols, octavo, Oxf. 2/7* 

This edition, put forth under the care of the Rer. Dr. Routh, Is much Improved 
to that of any other; it has IDcewise the notes of liord Dartmouth and Lord Hard- 
wicke. 

The History of the Reformation, by the same author^ 
is esteemed a popular and instructive performance, 
in 6 octavo volumei?, 31 3s ; though we have yet to 
wait for a masterly production of this period, in 
our own history. 

Ingbami The Saxon Chronicles, with an English 
translation and notes, by the Rev. J. Ingram, 
quarto, 31 I3s 6dy with plates of coins, &c. 
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SoHEBS. A cotlcction of Tracts relating to the con- 
Etitution of this country were reprinted in 1809- 
16, in 13 quarto volumes, under the editorship of 
Sir Walter Scott, 40/ 

Di. DlMIn dslfniln <bii book uiiplcndid ud IMtif ■nniai «f tb* jvt^ 

Harleian Miscellany, edited by Mr, Parke, contains 
many curious historical tracts, in 10 quarto \0' 
lumes, 31/ 10s ; or in twelve octavo volumes, not 
including; the additional matter, 8l8s 

Lodge. Illustrations of British History, by Edmund 
Lodge, Esq. 

Id this department, for those who are forming exten- 
sive libraries, may be enumerated the labours of 
Maddo.\, Winwood, "Welwood, Forbes, Thurloe, 
and the Strafford, Burgbley, and Clarendon pa- 
pers 

Annual Register; or, a View of History, Politics, 
and Literature, from 1758 to 1825, 67 vols. 48/ 

Fenv. Original Letters in the times of Henry the 
Seventh, Edward the Fourth, Edward the Fifth, 
Richard the Third, and Henry the Eighth, by va- 
rious persons of rank, with portraits, fac-gimiles, 
and notes, by the late Sir John Fenn, in 5 vols, 
quarto 

De LoLME. An Essay on the English Constitution, 
octavo, by J. L. De Lolme, 8s 

11 toiojnlillE lobe mil TcnnlJBiKirfalHDri pmloailo IbetciidliitaftliUbcnMl. 
ralniTcjefihrDiiaTTBroiutinEninan.lit mdci tlnl tbe isdn mi; }iid|;«alHi 

Custance on the Constitution of England, duodecimo, 
may be read with advantage by those who have not 
leisure to peruse Dc Lolme's admirable treatise, 
to which it is an excellent introduction. 



I 
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Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of Eng- 
land, by Sir W. Blackstone, corrected and enlarged 
by Taylor Coleridge, 4 vols, octavo, 21 105, 1825 

Russell. An Essay on the History of the English 
Government and Constitution, by Lord John Rus- 
sell, octavo, lASj greatly enlarged. 



THE PRAISE OF ANTIQUARIES. 

Sagely resolved to swell each bulky piece 

With venerable teys from Rome aod Greece; 

How oft, io Homer, Paris carPd hii hair; 

If Ariitotle^B cap were round or square; 

If in the cave where Dido first was sped. 

To Tyre she tum'd her heels, to Troy her head.^* 

Turn Cazton, Wynkyn, each old Goth and |Iao, 

To rectify the reading of a pun. 

There nicely trifling, accurately dull. 

How one may toil, and toil— to be a fool.—* 

Maliti. 



All that is really known of the ancient state of Britain is contained 
in a few pages ; we can know no more than what the old wi iters 
have told us, yet what large books have we upon it; the whole of 
which, excepting such parts as are taken from those old writers, is all 
a dream. Dr. Johtuon, 

Those who arc desirous to obtain more enlarged in- 
formation, upon British Topography, would do 
well to consult the laborious work of Mr. William 
Upcott, entitled, — 

A Bibliographical Account of the principal works re« 
lating to English Topography, in 3 vols, octavo* 

This book will be found of gtmi vie to the print collector, penont abo«t to 
form llbnuriet, aadthoie ^o merelj whh to noqaite failbnDatkMi, and mfteUMj 
■Qcb as are anzlona to haTe a goide for reMatch upon every •al^iect coonected witk 
topocrapby, iacliidlic pcdlsreti, geaflalocy, Ac 
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Camden. The roiiiidation of thia department is the 
llrifannica of William Camden, greatly enlarged, 
by Richard Gough, with many maps and plates, 
4 vols, folio, 16/ ICs 



f 



GouGii. The Sepulchnil Monuments of Great Bri- 
tain, in 3 vols, folio 

Blore. The Moniimenlal Kemains ofNoble and 
Eminent Persons, comprising the Sepulchral An- 
tiquities of Great Britain, engraved from draw- 
ings by Edward Blore, F. S. A. nilh historical and 
biographical i] lustrations. 

BeforF the liaealtb. Gongb, iFpalcbtslanlfqnili^ were to ligbtlj 
priced, aod m lillle uodcralood, iliui not only hnd not any Irraihe 
Dpon the lubjecl preceded bii labniir, hut the iDcldenlal notices 
mpecling them, xhich are dhpccicd Ihioujh varioDi anliqaarian 
pubiiCBtioni, were of to vagiie aod unsaliiriictury a nature bi more 
fieqiienlljr Ird to error Ibna cnnvevcd correct intplligenre, Dwidei 
abounding ullli aU llie defcclf. incidental lo a flrsi effort, undertakes 
nnder di^adonlageoiu circumAtancei, Ihe leleclion of nuhjccla for the 
iiluilraliua of Mr. Guueb'i work nai Dol made nilh sufficient Jadg- 
menl. The tndefalleabte etertlons of oar anliqnurirs, during the lail 
■hirly yean, hafe fcareel]' left any portion of the country nnei- 
plsred, vhlch haj ndded a great nuoibcr of interesting eiamplei 
hitherto unrecorded. 

SuoDALE.* The Monasticon Anglicanum, new edi- 
tion, edited by Henry Ellis, Dr. Banilinel, Src. 

Tlie other pieces of this eminent antiquary are 
The History of Wanvickshire, folio 
St. Paul's Cathedral 

*Tha llfeedbi) eminent Aoiiquiry Billihuitly m*ke ils appearance. 
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The embanking and draining of Fens and Marshes 

Origines Juridiciales, or Historical Memoirs of the 
English Laws 

The Baronage of England, 3 vols, folio 

Short View of the late troubles in Kngland 

The Ancient Usa^e in bearing of Arms 

Gbose. The Antiquities of England, plates, 8 vols, 
quarto, 17/ 17 s^ or in eight octavo volumes, 10/ 10* 

'■ Scotland, 2 vols, quarto, 7/ 7^, oc- 
tavo, 61 6s 

• Ireland, 2 vols, quarto, 10/ 10*, 



octavo, 8/ 85 

Strutt. The Dress and Habits of the English, by 
Joseph Strutt, plates, 2 vols, royal quarto, 5/55 

The Sports and Pastimes of the English, plates, 1 vol. 
quarto, 31 3s 

Regal and Ecclesiastical Antiquities, plates, quarto, 
3/35 

Arch^logia. The Archajlogia, published by the 
Society of Antiquaries,in 20 quarto vols. 25/, com- 
prehends a vast store of British Antiquities 

LtYSONS. The Magna Britannia of Daniel and Sa- 
muel Lysons, comprehending nine counties : 
Bedfordshire, Cambridge, Derby, 

Berkshire, Cheshire, Devon, 

Buckinghamshire, Gumberland, Middlesex, 
forming ten quarto volumes, are sold at 87/, with 
the additional plates, 42/ 

Environs of London, 3 vols, quarto, 10/ 105 

Collection of Gloucestershire Antiquities, with brief 
descriptions; 110 plates, folio, 6/65 
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£iT90K8. The History of the three Choirs of Glou- 
cester, Worcest^, and Hereford, by & Lysons^ 
7s6d 

Reliquiae Britannico Romano, containing figures of 
Roman Antiquities discovered in various parts of 
England, in four large folio volumes, 48/ 

nil fti •■ JadbpcMiye fut of i itiy ■riia'^ larary. 

GiBALOi. Cambrensb Itinerarium, edited by Sr 
Richard Colt Hoare, 2 vols, quarto, SI Ss 

Bbako. Observations on Popular Antiquities, witk 
additions, by Henry EUlis, 2 vols, quarto, 41 4r, 
octavo, \5s 

Cappeb. a Topographical Dictionary of the UniCrd 
Kingdom, in octavo, maps, 1S25, 1' lls6dL 

Penh ANT. Tours in Wales, by Thomas Pcnnaaty 
Esq. plates, 3 vols, octavo, 2/ 5s 

' Tour firom Chester to London, plates. 



lot 



Account of London* plates^ octavo, l/Ii 



It ti« mmK povvhr kiitar; •€ 




-*— — Tour firom London to the Isle of Wigh^ 
2 vols, quarto, 3t 

Tour firom Downing to Alston Moor, 



quarto, 1/ lli6(f 

— Tour from Alston Moor to Harrowgate, 



18f 

Tour in Scotland, 3 vols, quarto^ 3/ U^M 

History of Whiteford and Holyvdl, 



quarto, U Is 
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ftuDiNG. The Annals of the Coinage of Great Bri- 
tain, by the Rev. Rogers Ruding, 4 vols, quarto, 
14/ 

Britton. The Architectural Antiquities of Great 
Britain, by John Britton, many fine engravings, 
4 vols, quarto, 21/, large paper 321 

Gilpin. Remarks on Forest Scenery, by the Rev. 
W. Gilpin, plates, 1/ 10* 

Tour of the Highlands of Scotland, 2 vols. 

with plates, 1/ 125 

' Lakes of Cumberland and Westmoreland, 



3 vols, plates, 1/ 16* 

■ Western Tour, plates, 1/ 5* 

Tour through Cambridge and Norfolk, 



plates, 18^ 

• Southern Tour, octavo, lOsGd 

River Wye, octavo, plates, 17^ 



Johnson. Journey to the Western I&les, by Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, octavo, 85 

Storeb. The History and Antiquities of the Cathe- 
drals of Great Britain, in four elegant volumes, 
illustrated with 257 plates 

Owen and Blakeway. The History of Shrewsbury, 
by the Rev. Hugh Owen, and the Rev. J. Blake- 
way, 2 vols, quarto, numerous engravings 

This work is now pvblbhins in pnrts. 

Beauties of England and Wales, 25 vols, octavo, 20/ 

This is a complete library of British topography. 

Batty. Views in Wales, from drawings, by Captain 
Batty, imperial octavo, 2/ 2s j quarto, 4/ is 

Mbyrick. a Critical Inquiry into Ancient Armour, 
by Dr. Meyrick, illustrated with many coloured 
plates, 3 vols, quarto, 31/ 
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A* i( i> inpossible (o dojotticFlo Ibe eltciBiie depaFlmeal 
Briliih Tnpogrnphjr in this volQme, I masl refer Ihp rrartur, scf ti 
iDfarmaliuo, to ibc lUt iiublitbcd in the Bcaulin of EDgland a 



jBiograpI)j>. 



From no olhpriTorks, if nrillcn witb erea a tolerable drgrce of 
talfiil, can <d mncb knowledge be drrited, rewriting Ibe formalien oE 
the intellccinal power of man, and the c I rcuni stances whkh nsuallj 
decide the direction and use of Ihoie powert. Worlii thuB cambiaing 
n bigh degree of inlerr;!, find Iheir way into evrrj library. But 
even in respect lo tbem, a claxification ii adiisable. Some readers 
prefer Ibe lives nod tnnnoin of tlalennen, ai often ibedding light oa 
biliary, or eihibitlngin all the faralliBritj of their undress, and in iheU 
domestic circle, men who directed tbe mi gbtj machinery of [be whole 
citilizcd world. Other readen eagerl j take up tbe lives o( those by 
whose science or genius tbey have been inilrucled, aslonUbed, bene- 
aited, or delighted ; and loie lo (race Iheni from the first dawn of 
tbeir minds till they shone forth in all their splendour and potrei. 
Biographical works shonld, (bercfore, be classed according to tiie 
chancier, conditioo, and punults of Ibe men to wbom Ibeir relate. 
Dr. Jo&aton. 



Stnccbote^ of ^oak^tlictg. 



LONDON BOOKSELLERS- 



liiides itself into four bra 



Tbe book trade of Londan 
general rtlail bookseller ; Ibe dealer in old or second-hand books; 
tbe wholesale boolueller, who eiecules country and foreign ordeni 
and the publisbing or man ufac luring bookseller ; ibe second clasi ti 
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now icattered over the town, but they formerly resided in Little 
Britain, wliicli was famous for them. The wholesale have always 
resided in and near Paternoster Row, but the chief house of this class 
was for^many years on London Bridge. Osborne lived under the 
gateway of Gray's Inn. Tonson, opposite the Strand Brid);(\ Millar, 
first opposite St. Clement's Church, and afterwards opposite Ca- 
therine Street. Dodsley on the scitc of the Shakspeare Gallery, in Pall 
Mall. Dilly, in the Poultry. 

Many booksellers formerly lived on London Bridge, and the chief 
house for publishing was for many years on that spot. 

As a specimen of their books, I select the following titles, as they 
occur in the list of Edward Midwinter, at the Lookioge Glasse, on 
London Bridge. 



The Lives of Jonathan Wyld, Blueskin, and Shepherd. 

The Duty of Women. 

The London Bawd. 

Ladies' Religion* 

Banyan's Vision of the World to come. 

Academy of Compliments. 

Accomplished Ladies' Rich Cabinet. 

Aristotle's Masterpiece. 

Artemidorus of Dreams.* 

Art of Money Catching. 

Garden of Love. 

Heart's Ease* 

Hocnspocns. 

Hooker's Poor Doubting Christian. 

Ladies' Delight. 

History of Madam St. Phaile. 

Oiford Poets— Posie of Godly Prayers. 

The Compleate Servant Maid. 

Crumbs of Comfort. 

Grapes for Saints. 

Sinner's Tears. 



jilsoj Just Published; 
The Triumph of Love, containing the Surprising Adventures, Ac- 
cidents, and Misfortunes, that many persons have encountered in 
the eager pursuit of their Amorous Inclinations, and fifteen 
Pleasant Relations or Histories for the recreation of Gentlemen, 
Ladies, and others who are pleased with such innocent divenions 
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and Bmninnrntt. 


Written orisiD&ll? in Frvnrh, and now 


into Engllsb. 




N.B. Where likrwU 


all coDDtry cbapmcD may be Tariiitbed 


rerj lowert ptiaei 


Bith 




BiblMofallsnrts 








Tntaoienis, 




Primmrn, 




Ptalterj, 




Horn Book!, 




Granmen. 


And bIss «ith all tor 


s of Garland! and old Ballads. ThTcethrr 


shMludbalfH 


tlDri», and Godly Bookt. 



Amoni; a large colleclion of poblitbers lists I select aQolher aa 
a specimen of the (a«te orihe age, and Ibe kind oriiterary ipecu- 
lalioDslbey embarked id. 

Books printed for William Crooke, Bonkseller, B( Ihe >!gn of the 
Greene Dracon, wiiboui Temple Bsr, nigh unto the pa«EBfe inlo 
Ibe Middle Temple, from tbe Strand, thiougb DcTercnui Conrl. 



Du Moallu's Refieetions Reverberated, being a fall aniicer to tke 
damning doctrine of Dr. Lewii Da.Monlin, also a eonfulation of 
Kdmond llickerin^ell's Tailing afain^l Ihe Ecclesiailical Conrt, 
by E. Lane, in qdorio, prire liSd 

A Sermon preached at Ihe funeral of n sober religious man fonod 

The Spirit of Prophecy, prating that Christ nod bis Apostles were 
Propheu ; Hritten by the direclion nf, and recommended to Ihe 
press by, Ihe Right Ueverend Father is God, Pcler, Lord Biihop 
of Ely, in ociaiD, prices* 

Popish Cruelties, being no Account of tbeTreason of Dr. PSrragaiMl 
Queen Eliiabelh, with bii confessian of il at bii U^al, and bit 
denial at bis eiecHlloD, in folio, price li 

The TrsTeh of Utytics, bow be went to bell and came bock Bfain, Ac. 
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Tbe Memoires * and rare Adveotnres of Henriette Sylvia Mollere, a 
great lady in France, now living ; written by benelff in ilz 
parts, in French, and now translated into English, price 4i 

Melpomene, or the Muses' Delight, being a collection of New Songi 
and Poems, by several of the present wits, in octavo. 

A Sermon + preached at S. P. T. by the late Usurper, Oliver Crom- 
well, qoarto, price 3d 



Nathaniel Oonch was tbecompiler of a number of little books which 
were hawked about in the time of Charles the Second, by petty chap- 
men, at 1« each, bound, with a*numberof wood cuts under the name of 
Richard Burton ; he lived at the Bell, in the Poultry, near Cheapside^ 
they have since been reprinted by Stace, in quarto ; of which were 
Surprising Miracles of Nature and Art, Is 
'Extraordinary Adventures of Famous Men, 1$ 
Admirable Curiosities and Rarities of England and Wales, U 
Wonderful Prodigies of Judgment and Mercy, It 
Wars in England, Scotland, and Ireland, It 
historical Remarks on London and Westminiter, &c. Ike. 



THE TONSONS. 

The Tonsons were a race of booksellers who did honour to their 
profession for integrity, and by their encouragement of authors. 
Jacob Tonson was the son of Jacob, a barber-surgeon, in Holborn, 
who died in 1668. Jacob was apprenticed, June 5th, 1670, to Thomas 
Basset, bookseller, and having been admitted a freeman of the Com- 
pany of Stationers, December 20th, 1677, commeoced business, as his 
brother Richard had done the year before. Tbe fiist edition of the 
Spanish Friar, 1661, was printed for Richard and Jacob Tonson, at 
Gray^s Inn Gate, in Gray*s Inb Lane, and at the Judge's Head, in 
Chancery Laae. 

Moline published several letters from Dryden to Tonson, and Ton- 
son to Dryden. Tonson displays the tradesman, acknowledging the 
receipt of the Translations of Ovid, which he bad received for the 



* They were not without their Harriette Wilsons. 

f Cromwell himself was a preacher, and has left us one of bis Mrmont 
in print, exactly in the style and manner with those of our modem Pres- 
byterian Teacbers ; to was Colonel Howard, Sir G, Downing, and several 
otters. Smft. 
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Ibiid UierHUin}-, irltll ITllich be ii plraied, bill notnilb llie pricey' 
bavinjc only one Ihomand foar hundred nnd forty tii linn for ttty 
foineas, when lie rlpected Id baie bad one Ihouiand five hundred and 
vif:bleen linn for forty guinrat, adding thni he had a heller bargain 
nilh Juvenal, ubicb it reckoned not an easy lo trsD&lale ai Ovid. 
MmI aftbeslherleltrra relate lo the Iranilaiiup of Virgil, and COD- 
laJn repealed ackaantedgmend of Tonson'j kind alleDtiom. " I 
** tbnnk joa bearllly," heiayt, " forlbe sherry ; >l itoiihebnt of Ihe 
" kind I ever drank." The curreul coin ttat al that period wretch- 
edly debased. In one IcKfr Dryden fay, "1 eipecl forly poBndt Id 
" goodiilvir, nnl such u I bad rurmerly. I am not nblts^ed In take 
" gold, neillieT will I, Dor ilay for ll above four and tnrnty boar* 
** afler it is due." In 1698, wbea Dryden pnbliihed his Fablet, 
Tonion agreed (o gcive him Iwa fauadred and siiiy-eiglil pounds for 
(en Ibouiand verses, and lo complete the foil number of line* Btipsla- 
led, be Eave the bookseller the E|ii(t1c lo his Coutin, and the 
eelebraled Ode. 

ThecoDduct oftrades in gear ml inthe ITib centnrr, as Mr. Malone 
observes, was less liberal, and their mannen more rigid than at pre- 
>enlt and hence we find Dryden samelimcs speaking nf Tnnson wjlh 
B degree of asperity, that canGnng an anecdule cmnnionlcBled lo 
Dr. Jabnson by Dr. K. ofOifard, lo whom Lord Bolingbroke related 
Ibsl one day when he visited Dryden, Ibey beard as ihry were cod- 
versing, noolher person cnt'T the house. "Th>« (said Dryden) 
is Tooion; you will take care not lo deport before he goes awojr, for 
1 have not completed the sheet which I promised him, and if you leave 
me nnprolecled, I shall sufler all Ibe rudeness In which his resenlmept 
caa prompt his tongue." On anolher occasion, Tonson having re- 
fused Id advance bim a idbi of money for a work onjwbich he wB) em- 
yloyed, he lenl a second messcager to Ihe bookseller, with a satirical 
iripkl.addlng. "Telllhedog thai he who wrole these lines can write 
more." These descriptive verses, which had thcdi-sitrd elTecl, by 
tome meana gol abroad in manuacripl, and not long after Dryden 's 
death, were inierled in " Faclien Di'i^tlayd," a satirical poeai, sap- 
posed lohare been wrilleo by William Shipper, which, from^iti viru- 
lent abuse of the opposite parly, was eitremely popular among Ihe 
Tories. By hi< success in trade, Tonson bad acquired a sufficieal sum 
to purchase an estate near Ledbury, in lletefordsblre. In 17 OS be 
went lo Holland for llic purpose of procuring paper and gettioK 
cnsravingi made for Ihe splendid edition of Cieiar's Commentaries, 
which he published under the care of Or. Clarke, in IT IS. In 1719 
heaude an eicnrsion lo Paris, where be spent several months, and 
where he was foctunale enough to gain a considerable *am by advea- 
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turing in the MisBissipi scheme: from abont 1790 he leems to have 
transferred his business to his nephew, and lived principally tpon bin 
estate in Hertfordshire, till 1736, when he died. 



Swift says. Some know books as they do lords; learn their titles 
exactly, and then brag of their acquaintance. 

]$ooft.0dletj9i of %Mt 3Sntaut^ 

At THE LATTER END OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 



The Honourable Roger North makes the following remarks on the 
booksellers of his time. Mr. Robert Scott was, in bis time, the 
grtatest librarian in Europe; for besides his slock in England, he had 
warehouses in Frankfort, Paris, and other places, and dealt by fac- 
tors. After he was grown old and much worn by multiplicity of 
business, he began to think of his ease and to leave oflTi hereupon he 
contracted with one Mr. Mills, of' St. FauKs Church Yard, near 
*£ 10,000. deep, and articled not to open his shop any more ; but Mflls, 
with his Auctioneering, Atlases, and Projects, failed; whereby poor 
Scott lost above half his means, but he held to his contract of not 
opening his shop ; and when he was in London, for he had a country 
bouse, passed most of his time at his boose amongst the rest of his 
books; and his reading (for he was no mean scholar,) was the chief 
entertainment of his time. He was not only a great bookseller, but a 
conscientious good man ; and when he threw up his trade, Europe 
had no small loss of him. Little Britain was, in the middle of the last 
century, a plentiful emporium of learned authors; and men went 
thither as to a market. This drew to the place a mighty trade, the 
rather because the shops were spacious, and the learned gladly re- 
torted to them, where they seldom failed to meet with agreeable con- 
Tersation; and the booksellers themselves were knowing and con- 
versable men, with whom, for the sake of bookish knowledge, the 
greatest wits even pleased to converse, and we may judge the time as 
well spent there as (in latter days) either in taverns or coffee houses, 
though the latter hath carried off the spare time of most people. But 
DOW the emporium is vanished, and the trade contracted into the hands 
of two or three persons, who, to make good their monopoly, ransack 
not only their neighbours of the trade that are scattered about town, 
but all over England ; aye, and beyond the sea too^ and send abroad 
their circulators, and in that manner get into their hands all that U 
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* alaable g ifap rnt nF Ihr trade ere conical ta take tfap'ir rrfuit ; wtlH 
nhicb, BDd Ihe Gnl icnm of Ihv proi, they furnisb one side of a [hop, 
wfaich icrvn for the sign of a bookteller ralhrr than a real one, but 
iiiilead of selling, deal as factors and ptoi ure what Ihe coDntry di- 
tines and gentry send fort ofitbom eacb bat hit bnok factor; anil 
when wanling ony Ihing, nrilet la bis boutseller, and payibii bill ; 
and it i> nrelcbed lo coDjider Khal pick-pocket work, with the help 
of Ibe pTtit, theie demi bimkEellen make : Ibej crack their bralni to 
make out selling iubjecis; and keep bi relinks in Earretcon hard meat, 
to writeaDd corrpcl by Ihe groat; so puJup an oclaTOto atoScieiil 
llQCknen, and there is sii Bbiliingi current for an hour and a balfi 
readinj;, and, pecbaiis, oever to be read or looked upon afier. One 
thai would go higher, mnai take bi> fortuDe al blank walls and cot- 
nen of streets, or repair lo Ibe eign of Bateman,* Innys, and one or 
two more, where are choice, and better pennyworthi. 

Gendfmaa'i Mirgaiiiit. 



EDMUND CURLL. 

EdmoDd Cnill lived at the Pope'i Head, in Roie Street, Covent 
Garden, andaflerwardf, at the Bible and Dial, in Fleet Slreel : he died 
in 1748. He wat rendered memorable by Pope, in consequence of 
haTing pnblitbed asalirlcal piece, entitled Court Poem<, in the preface 
nf which, they were allribuled lo a lady of qnalily, Mr- Pope, or Mr, 
Gay. Curll was, on many accounls, obnoiiomi (n Pope. The mod* 
of revenge, honeTCr, does as litlte credli Id Pope's philosopby and 
good sense, as il does Id bis assumed dignity. 

The memory of Edmund Curll has been truismilted lo poslerilj 
with mare seT ere obloquy tban hedefterTed; his demerits trere in a 
great degree aloned for by his indefatigable industry in presersing 
our oalianal remains. Nor did he publish a single volume but what, 
amidst a profusion of base melal, contained same precious ore, some 
TkluaBle reliquei, wbicb future cullecton would no where else bave 
found. JVIcAoIf, 

. Mr. Bitemin, who li»ed in Little Britain, dealt princJpaUr '■> oW 
books. He would ne'er suffer any peison vhiteiet to lonk into one book 
inhiisbop; .nd when lilifd « reason for il, ■Duldlmy "Iiuppoiefoa 
may be a PhyFieian, or an Author, •nd want some leecipl or qaolatioa ; 
ar.difyou buy it, I "ill engige it la be petftct before you leave me, but 
not afler, ai I have toflV red by Icatet being lorn out, and the booki r«- 
turned, lo my reif great lost and prrjadice." 



J 
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The General Biographical Dictionary states he had hli emn cut off in 
the pillory, for pablisbing some obscene books. 

Bowles says Curll raited up whatever he coald that might throw the 
least reflection on Pope, who seemed to think, in his literary transac- 
tions, that " all was/#A which came to the net," whether it was gained 
respectably in his profession, or by '* helping lame ieandal about'*' 

Swift thus relates the story, p. 391. The mode of revenge alluded 
to was this. — 

Wm. Lintot, a bookseller, desired a conference with Hr. Curl! 
about settling a title page, inviting him at the same time to take a 
whet together. Mr. Pope, who is not the only instance how persons 
of bright parts may be carried away by the Instigation of the devil, 
found means to convey himself into the same room, under pretence of 
business with Mr. Lintot, who, it seems, is the publisher of bis Homer. 
This gentleman, with a seeming coolness, reprimanded Mr. Cnrll for 
wrongfully ascribing to him the aforesaid poems ; he eicused himself 
by declaring that one of his authors (Mr. Oldmizooby name,) gave the 
copies to the press, and wrote the preface. Upon this, Mr. Pope, 
being [to all appearances satisfied, very civilly drank a glass of sack 
to Mr. Curll, which he as civilly pledged, and though the liquor, in 
colour and taste, differed not from common sack, yet was it plain, by 
the pangs this unhappy stationer felt soon after, that some poiionons 
drug bad been secretly infused therein. 

Cnrll, when at the Pope's Head, in Rose Street, published a cata- 
logue of books, of twenty-five pages, classed according to the snbjecti. 
He alio dealt in second-hand books. 



EDWARD CAVE, 

THE PROJECTOR OF THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE. 

Cave was born in 1691. At the time he planned the magacinehe 
was a journeyman printer, and had obtained by his wife*i interest a 
snail place in the post ofiice : by a constancy of diligence and diver- 
sification of employment, he, in time, collected a sum sufficient for 
the purchase of a small printing house, and began, in 1738, the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, a periodical pamphlet, of which the scheme If 
known wherever the English language is spoken. To this nndertaking 
he owed the affluence in which he passed the last twenty yean of his 
life, and the fortune which he left behind him, which, thoagh lar^e, 
might have been much larger, had he not rashly and wantonly 
Impaired it by Innumerable prefects, of which, 1 know not that one 
iQCceeded. 

L 



74 BIOGKAPHV. 

CsTr, Khrii ht foriDcd the projrcl, was fur ftiiin cipccllng Ihc iuC' 
ceil which hp found ; and olhcn had >o little ptospeel uf iu cootr- 
qococr) tbat thougll he bad tcvrral ytan talked of bii plan amDOE 
prinlETi and bookEdlere, Done of tbcin Ibougbt it iroTfb tfar Irial. 
That the; irere not retlniiDcd by their nrlqe from rxwoline annlhcr 
man'i dnign, was iufficirntl} apparent as soon at that deiign brgan to 
be gainful, for in a few vean a multitude uf MagaiinM aroie and 
Gnisbed ; onty the London Magazine, supporled by a polrFrfUl aa(D> 
tjalion of booksellers, and rircnlaled with all the an, and all the 
cunniRg of trade, ejtemplified itself from tbe general fate uf rBTe*! 
iavaden, and obtained, ttaoagb not dd eqwl, a eiinsiderahle >ale ; (K 
Icmiinaled in eiiileDee in 1785.) 

Cave now begaa to aipire to popularity ; and bein^ a greater Voter 
of poetry Ifaan any other art, be sometiiaea uiTered subjects for pAetni 
and propoted priiea for tbe best ptrformancei. The Enl priie m* 
fifty poiiods, for whirh, beii^ but newly acquainted with wealth, and 
IhlDkins the iaQueDce of Bfly pouodi itreiistibte, he expected the 
first authors iu the kiD|;dum to appear at cnmpelilars, .ind otTrred the 
allotment of the prize to the irnivenity. Bui when tbe time came, 
DO naoe n at leen among hii writers (bat bad been ever teen before ; 
the nniTenttia and scTeral prfmte men rejected the province of 
BMigDiaf; (he priae. 

At all this Mr. Caie wondered for awhile, but bis natural judgmeirt, 
and B wider acquaintance witb the world, toon cored him of hrs as- 
lanishmcDl, OS of many atherprejudicesand errori. He continued to 
improve bis magazine, and had the satisfaction of teeing its succcw 
proportLonaie to hii diligence: he died January, 1754. 

Dr- JohluBa. 



1.099 OP BOOKS AT THE FraE OF LONDON. 

Tbe poor book*cllcr» hate breu, Indeed, ill-treated by Vulcan. 

So many nohlc impressions consumed by their trusliog them to the 

cburcbei, at the lots ii esiinated oeare two hundred ibouiaod pounds. 

EvtfgH. 

Oldyt left a thick qnarto manuscript, now lost, tfans entitled ;— 
HeraarkB on Boskiellen. 

Of LoodoD Librarin, witb Anecdotes of Culleelors of Botiki. 

In proportion to the general profit* on capital obtained In our 
eovD try, books ellen ftre not opolenL 

rnwlr trade if loo specalailve, too hatardoui ; a few may be opu- 
lent, but not the greater number. Can that trade be gcBcrallj lucra- 



I 
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five, ID which, within a year and a half, payments have been stopped 
to the amoant of near a million sterling, in five or six hoDict only? 

An eiffateen-penny volume has been known to have cleared eighteen 
hundred pounds in four or five years. Another iostaBee— Ao 
authoress, who held her own copyright, received a hondred pounds 
yearly for a four-shilling tract. But are these common occurrences f 
By no means. On the other hand, I have known thoosands of pounds 
expended on works, to sell less than one hundred copies. So in other 
trades; ten thousand pounds have been cleared by the pattern 
of a gown, but how many have never paid for the wood the block 
was cat on ? 

VYSE'S SPELLING. 

It is, perhaps, useful to record, that while the compositions of ge- 
nius are but slightly remunerated, though sometimes aa productive as 
the household stntf'of literature, the latter is rewarded witli princely 
magnificence. At the sale of the Robinsons, the>opyrifht of Fyt9*9 
Spelling Book told at the enorraons price of two thousand two hundred 
pounds, with an annuity of fifty guineas to the author. 



WILLIAM CAXTON, 

THE FIRST ENGLISH BOOKSELLER. 

"Was born, according to his own statement, in the weald or woody 
parts of Keot i with respect to the date of his birth we are left to 
surmise : Oldys jitates the year I41B. In his worjks he expresses hi 
gratitude to his parents for having caused hjim to be instmcted in his 
youth, and thereby " io get hit living truly" He was put apprentice 
between his fifteenth and eighteenth years, to one Robert L^rge, a 
mercer of considerable eminence, who was afterwards Lord Mayor 
of London. Mercers in those days traded in all sorts of rich goods $ 
amongst other commodities books were included ; his master on his 
death bequeathed him a legacy of twenty marks, a great sum in those 
days. After this he travelled as an agent or factor for the mercers in 
the low countries. In 1464 he was joined in a commission with 
Richard Mr'hitehill, to continue and conclude a treaty of trade and 
commerce between Edward the Fourth, and Philip, Duke of Bur- 
gundy ; in this document they are styled ambassadors and special 
deputies : during his continuance abroad he indulged his literary pas- 
sion in the perusal of histories and romances, and finished the trans- 
action of Raoul le Fevre Recuisil des Histoires de Troye. 
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On (be maniafiC of Lad; Margaret In Cbacles, Duke of Bargnndj, 
bit M^ealy placed Caiton upon bti bonse rstabliahmrDt i he infoTrni 

mocb looking opon the white paper. ' 

II i> canjeclnred he congolted Zell and Olpe, of Ihe Cologne preii, 
and Colard Munion, of Bruget, as (o (be malerials neceiiar; Far (he 

Tbe Gome s/ Chtii jgcooiidered (o be Ibr Bnt bnok eter printed 
in England, 1471; i( is drdicalcd (o the Duke of Clarence, brother to 
Edvard tbe Kourlh. 

Upon his arrival in England, bis pre 
Wedminster Abbey, a( whicb (ime Thsi 
ford, held (be Abbolthip of Si. Peler, i 
tbe labour of working b( hii preti, be 
in jear), to (raDtlB(e and print no( fe 
pagci, and that hit like for industry had 
in 1491 or U93. Mr. Amri records tbe followine a> nritleo in a 
very old band in an edition of Fructut TVmpsruni.— Of your cbarile 
pray for Ihe soul of Mister Willvom Cailon, (bal in hyi lyme nat a 
man of moche ornare and nioche renowned nyidome and cnnDinge, 
and decesed fall cryitrtly, (be jere of oar Lord, 1491. 
"Hoder of Merc) ihyld hyn from ihorribnl fjnd, 
" And bring hjm to lyffetcroall (hB( nnyr bath ynd." 

Newconrt, ia bis Itepertorioiti.iayi.— SI, Ann's, ati old chapel, over 
■gainst irhich ibe Lady Margnret, Diolherlo King Henry ibc ^vEntb, 
erected an alms-bouse for poor wooiea, which is now turned icio 
lodgings for sinking men of the college. The place wherein tbii 
cbapel anil al mi-bouse slood wni called the Eleemotinary or Almonry, 
naw, cnrniptly, the Amboy g for lba( (be almi of (be abbey were 
(here distributed to the poor: in which (he Abbot of Westminiter 
rreelcd (be flrit pren for printil^ thai ever waa in England, and 
where William CailOD practised it- 

CaKonhad a shop nl the Sun, la Fleet S(reet, in wbich he wai ine- 
ceeded by Wynkjn de Worde. 



Mulling, Bishop of Here* 
ommendam ; ciclntive of 
:tlnued, although stricken 

rer yet appeared: be died 



At Frankforlti 






looks. 



GERMAN BOOK TRADE, 
jopolize^ (be trade in wine, so If ipiig monopotiie 

ryare snihor 



It is here that every German aulfaor (and In no i 
nnmeraas) wishes lo produce Ihe children of bii brain, and (hat 
00, only during (be Easier fair. Be will submit (o any degree of 
rierlion (bat bii work may be ready for publication by ibal iaport- 
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ant seasoD, when tke whole brotherhood is in labour, from the Rhine 
to the Vistula. Whateyer the period of gestation may be, the time 
when he shall come to the birth is fixed by the Almanack. If the 
auspicious moment pass away, he willingly bears his burden twdve 
months longer, till the next advent of the Bibliopolical Lucina. This 
periodical littering at Leipzig, does not at all arise, as is sometimes 
supposed, from all or most of the books being printed there ; Leipzig 
has only its own proportion of printers and publishers. It arises 
from the manner in which this branch of trade is carried on in Ger* 
many. Every bookseller of aay eminence, throughout the Con- 
federation, has an agent or commissioner in Leipzig. If he wishes to 
procure works which have been published by another, he does not 
address himself directly to the publisher, but to his own commissioner 
in Leipzig. The latter again, whether he be ordered to transmit to 
another, books published by his principal, or to procure for his prin« 
cipal books published by another, instead of dealing directly with 
the person from whom he is to purchase, or to whom he is to sell, 
treats only with his Leipzig agent. The order is received by the 
publisher, and the books by the purchaser at third hand. The whole 
book trade of Germany that ceotrei Id Leipzig. Wherever books 
may be printed, it is there they must be bought, it is there that the 
trade is supplied. 

Such an arrangement, though it employ four persons instead of two, 
is plainly an advantageous arrangement for Leipzig, but the very 
fact, that it has subsisted two hundred years, and still flourishes, seems 
to prove that it is likewise beneficial to the trade in general. Abuses 
In public Institutions may endure for centuries, but inconvenient ar- 
rangements in trade, which affect the credit side of a man's balance 
sheet at the end of the year, are seldom long lived, and German book- 
sellers are not less attentive to profit than any other honest man in 
SB honest business; 

Till the middle of the sixteenth century, publishers, in the proper 
sense of the word, were unknown. 

John Otto, born at Nurnberg, in 1510, is said to be the earliest on 
record, who made bargains for copyrights without being himself a 
printer. Some years afterwards two regular dealers in the same de- 
partment, settled at Leipzig, where the university, already in high 
fame, had produced a demand for books, from the moment the art of 
printing wandered up from the Rhine. 

Before the end of the century the book fair was established. It 
prospered so rapidly that in 1660 the Easter Catalogue, which has 
been annually continued ever since, was printed for the first time. 

It aow prctentf erery year, in a thick octavo volome, a collection 
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of new bouki, aiid new edilioD*, lo irbich Ibere it no paraltd i* 
£urapp, Tbe writing public i> oul uf all |ira|iorliad luo incge for 
Ibt rradlng pabllc of Gcnnany. 

Al tlie fair, all the brethren of the trade Sock Ingeihcr in Lcipzi(, 
not only iTom every pari of aermaD>, but from e*rry Kuropeu 
ronstry where GermaD book: are loid, toietUraccouBli aod eiaminc 
the barcfit of llic year. The number always amoiuiti lo tcTeial 
handreiJE, and (hey faaie buill an Eicbange for Ihcmkclvc]. 

Yet a German |iublisber boi fewer pta>|>ecu of luming bit maOB- 
icriplt to good accoonl, than the same cln^s of pcitoDt in any otb«l 
country, that kaowi the valne of iatelleclual labour. 

There u a part called Nachdrockeiel, or reprlatiD{:i w hich gnaw* 
on Ike vllali of the poor author, aad paralyses the moM cntci|>rliiag 
publiiher. Each iialr of the coufcderatioo has ilt own law of CDpj> 
Hgbl, and aa author 15 secured againjt piracy only in the dale wbeie 
he print;. Bui be wrllei for all, for they all tpeak the tame laB- 
eoage. If the book be worth any ihing it is iauoedialcly reprioted 
in tome neichbooriog slate, and aa Ihc pirate pays nothing for the 
ropjrigbl, Jii- laa ubvioubly aOurd to under-ell tbe origioal pub- 
lisher. 

Wirleoberg, tbongh ihe can boail of poiaening, io CMto, one of 
the moat honourable and enterprisiDglpnblbben of Germany, it pe- 
CBliarly ooloriout as a neit for tbcae birda of prey. Tbe wont of U 
ii, (bal solhon of reputation are preciiely ;bose lo whun Ibe jyaleiD 
ii moit fatal. Tbe reprinler meddla with nothing except wbal he 
already knows will find bayrri. Tbe rights of uni^lenblc books ore 
icrupaloDtly ubtervrd, tbe faoocsl publitber is never dislurbid ia bit 
losing speculalioDi, bat when be bat been farlunate enougU lo liecoioe 
master of a work of senilis or utility, the piratical publisher it is- 
ilaody ia hit way. All Ibe stale* do not deierve 10 be equally in- 
valied in (hit centure. Piuwia. I believe, has ibonn heneif liberal 
In protecdng every t^rman publiiber. Some uf the ulleily iniiignifi- 
cant itales are among Ibc most troubleaome ; for reprintiag can be 
carried 00 in a imall just aa well ai In a great one. Tbe bookieller 
who published Reinhardt'^ Sermooi wae attacked by a reprint whicll 
was annauneed lo appear iu Reutlinger, in Wirlemberg. The pirate 
demanded fonrteeo tbouKind florini.or nearly lwel*e faundred poandi, 
lo giip np his dnign- 

The publiaber thooght Ihal io eutrbilant a deaiand JoitiGed bim 
in applying lo the ^vemment, but alt he could ^iu was tbe limita- 
lioo of the lum to a thouwnd pouadt. Such a system almotl anaihi- 
lalci ihe lalne of literary labour. 

No poblither can pay a high price for a niuiatciipl. by whjd^ if U 
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ttums oat ill, he ii sure to be a loser, and by which, if it tarns oat well, 
it ii far from certain that he will be a gainer. From the value which 
he might otherwise be inclined to set on tlie copyright, be mast 
alwayi dednct the sam which it probably will be necessary to er- 
pend, in baying off reprinters, or he most calculate that value on the 
sopposition of a very limited circulation. 

At what rate would Mr. Murray have paid Lord Byron, or Mr. 
Constable take the manuscript of the Scottish Novels, if the statute 
protected the one only in Middlesex, and the other only in the County 
of Edinburgh ? 

Hence it is that German anthers, though the most industrious, are 
likewise the worst remunerated of the writing tribe. I have heard it 
said that Groethe has received, for some of his works, about a louis d*or 
a sheet, and it is certain that he has made much money by them : but I 
have often likewise heard the statement questioned as incredible. 

Beirger, in his humourons Epistle to Gokingk» cstiouUes poetry ata 
pound a sheet, law and medicine at five Bhillings. 

The aopleasing exterior of ordinary German printing, the coarse 
watery paper and worn out types, may be referred, in some 
measure, to the same cause. The publisher, or the author who pub- 
lishes on his own account, naturally risks as little capital as possible 
on the hazardous speculation. Besides it is bis interest to diminish 
the temptation to reprint, by making his own edition as cheap as 
possible. 

llie system has shown Us effect, by keeping op'^the frequency of 
pablication by subscription, even among authors or the most settled 
and popular reputation. Klopstocfc, after the Meortah bad fixed his 
fame, published in this way. 

There has been no publisher more successful than Cotta, and no 
German writer has been so well repaid as Goetbe ; yet the last Tu- 
bingen edition of Goethe himself, is adorned with a long list of sub- 
scribers. What should we think of Scott or Campbell publishing a 
new poem by subscription ? RustelVt Tour ih Qermany^ voL 1. 

Before the invention of printing, books were sold at an enormous 
price, as appears by what Gaguin wrote to one of his friends who had 
seot to him from Rome to procure a Concordance for him. *' I have 
'* not*to this day, found out a Concordance, except one that is greatly 
** esteemed, which Paschasius, the bookseller, has told me is to be sold, 
*' but the owner of it is abroad, and it may be had for a hundred 
** crowns of gold ! " 



About the ttaie of Henry the Second tha manaer of publishing the 
wovl^ of authors was to have them read over for three days succes- 
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sively, before one of the UDiyersities, or other judges appointed by 
the public ; and if they met with approbation, copies of them b ere 
permitted to be talcen, which were usually done by monks, scribes, 
illuminors and readers, who were brought or trained to that purpose 
for their sole maintenance and support. On the first spreading of the 
art of printing, the body of monks, scribes, iliuminorst and readen, 
strenuously endeayoured with all their might to check its growth. 
The monks declaimed from theii' pulpits, " that there was a new 
*' language discovered called Greek, of which people should beware, 
** since it was that which produced all the heresies: that in this 
'* language was come forth a book called the New Testament, which 
** was full of briars and thorns, and was now in every body's handi.** 



There is something .melancholy in the study of biography, becaoe 
it is a history of the dead. Biography, with as, is a re-onion with 
human existence in its most excellent state $ and we find nothing dead 
in the past, while we retain the sympathies which only require to be 
awakened. 

As allied to genius, it often presents a melancholy picture. The 
following cases of the poverty and imprisonment of authors will 
amply support the position. — 

It was in prison tk^t Boethius composed his excellent book on the 
Consolations dif Philosophy. 

GROTIUS in confinement wrote his Commentary on St. Matthew. 

BUCHANAN, in the dungeon of a monastery, in Portugal, composed 
his excellent Paraphrases on the Psalms of David. 

MICHAEL CERVANTES composed the best and most agreeable 
book in the Spanish language, during his captivity in Barbary, 
and is supposed to have died of hunger. 

SIR WALTER RALEIGH produced in his confinement, his History 
of the World, of whom it is observed, to employ the language of 
Hume, *' they had leisure to refiect on the hardship, not to say 
injustice of his sentence $ they pitied his active and enterprising 
spirit, which languished in the regions of confinement! they were 
struck with the extensive genius of the man, who, being educated 
amidst naval and military enterprizes, had surpassed, in the pur- 
suits of literature, even those of the most recluse and sedentary 
lives I and they admired his unbroken magnanimity, which at his 
age, and under his circamstances, could engage him to undertake 
and execute so great a work as hb Hittor^ pfihm World* 



I." 
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HOMER, poor and blind, retorted to the pablic places to recite hit 
▼enes'for a morsel of bread. 

PLAUTUS, the facetious poet, gained a li?elihood by assisting a 
miller. 

ALDUS MANUTIUS was so wretchedly poor, that the ezpence of re- 
moving his library from Venice to Rome made him insolvent. 

GAltfOCNS was deprived of the necessaries of life, and is believed to 
have perished in the streets. 

Si^mondithuB speaks of him. — 
Camoens fut expos6 auz plus cruels besoins il manquait soavent du 

pain; et un esclave qu*il avoit ramen6 des lod^s, mendiait la nuit 

dans les rues pour fournir une chetivenourriture aupo^tequi faisait 

deja la gloire detoules les Eapagnes. 

TA.SSO was often reduced to borrow a trifling sum from a friend to 
subsist through the week. He alludes to his distress in a iODoet 
which headdresses to his cat, entreating her to assist him durinff 
the night with the lustre of her eyes. 

*' yon avenio candeUt per Ucrivere i ntoi versU* 

The illustrious CARDINAL BENTIVOGLIO, the ornament of Italy 

and of literature, languished in his old age in the most distressful 

poverty. 
LE SAGE resided in a little cottage on the borders of Paris, and 

never knew what it was to possess any moderate degree of comfort 

in pecuniary matters. 
OTWAY, a dramatic poet of the first class, perished with hunger. 
PUR*CHAS, who, in the reign of James the First, spent his life in 

travels and study to form his relation of the world, was thrown 

Into prison at the suit of his printer. 

MILTON sold his immortal work for ten pounds, being too poor to 
undertake the printing of it on his own account. 

SAVAGE died in Bristol goal for a debt of eight pounds. 

BOYCE, whose poem on creation ranks high in poetic excellence, 
was absolutely famished to death, and was found dead in a gar- 
ret, with a blanket thrown over bis shoulders and fastened by a 
skewer, with a pen in his hand. 

CHATTERTON, while he supplied a variety of Monthly Magazines 
with materialfi, could not always get bread to his water. 

Dr. EDWARD CASTELL laboured seventeen years in compiling and 
publishing bis Lexicon Heptaglotton, which usually accompanies 
WaIton*i Polyglot Bible. During the time he was so engaged, 
he maintained at his oun cost, and in his own house, as writers, 
seven Englishmen and as niany Foreigners, all of whom died be- 

M 
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fore (be trork was completed. Besides expeDding tiveWe thoa- 
sand pounds of his own property on this f^reat work he was obliged 
to borrow near two thousand poaods more, and that not belnf^ 
sufficient, he was coostrklned to petition Charles the Second, that 
a prison mifht not at last be the reward of so much labour and 
ezpence. This produced a circular letter from ihe king ta the 
bishops and temporal nubifify, recommending the work to then 
for their encouragement, and earnestly soliciting pecuniary as- 
sistance to the embarrasked author. 

Notwithstanding this, the doctor ended his days in poveity, and 
a great part of the impression w<as thrown into garrets, 
where many of the copies were destroyed by dnmp, or the rats. 
The book now fetches a high prices and had the author lifed ia 
our time, be would have acquired tieth profit and honour. 

TERBNGR was a slave. 

SPENSER died forsaken and in distress. 

DRTDBN lived in poverty and in want. 

STEELE lived a life of perfect warfare iiith bailiffs. 

GOLOwSMITH sold his Vicar of Wakefield for a trifle, to save hiD 
from the gi ipe of the law. 

BUTLER, the author of Iludibras, lived in penury and died poor. 

HENRY AINSWORTH. This person was a celebrated scholar, an 

excellent divine, and a painful sufferer for nonconformity. In 

bis exile, at Amsterdam, he was porter to a bookseller, and it 

said, by Mr. Roger Williams, to have lived upon nine pence m 

week and some boiled roots. 

Dr. Doddridge ny%, Alnsworth oa tb« PeoUteneh, PaJnMf and S«loinoa*t Soag, 
if A good book, full of verj valuable Jewbb leamiof ; aod his trant laiioa it, ia 
Biaay pteoes, to be preferred to our owii,«q>eclallj oa the Psalmu 

OCKLEY. the OrienUlist, who wrote the History of the Saraceos, 

ended his last eventful history in Cambridge C^tle, for debt. 
RUSHWORTH, the celebrated historian, author of the Historical 

Collections, passed bis last days in a prison : he died in the King*'i 

Bench of a broken heart. 
RTMER, the author of the Federa, was obliged to sell his books aod 

collections in the hour of distress. 

With the fate of authors, the fate of books may not be inappro- 
priate. 

There are above one thousand books published annually In Great 
Britain, on six hundred of which there is a commercial loss, on two 
hoodred no gain, on one hundred a trifling gain, and only on one 
boodred any considerable profit ; seven hundred and fifty are for- 
gotten within the year, another hundred in two years, another hundred 
•nd fifty In three years, not more than fifty tunrive seven years, and 
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srarcely ten are. thought of after twenty years. Of the flfky thoasAnd 
books pablished In the seyen teen (h century, not more than fifty are now 
ineitimatlon, and of the eighty thousand books published in the eigh- 
teenth centory, not more than three hundred are considered ivorth r^ 
prlnlingand not more than five hundred are sought after at the present 
time, since the first writing { that is in thirty-two centuries, only 
about five hundred works, of writers of all nations, have sustained 
themselvet against the devouring influence of time. 



^t l^ooc %\it^ot0 of ^ruB Street* 

From this street has proceeded an infinity of wit and humoor, and 
which has absolutely denominated a sect of authors, and a speciet of 
literature that has not a little benefited mankind. It is impoisible to 
say when authors first settled upon this their once favourite spot; hot, if 
we suff'er corgecture to occupy the place of certainty, I shouldsappose 
they were poorer in former ages than the present, and chose this place 
of abodefor the cheapness of living; for it is upon record, that about 
the time that wit and learning filed their abode in Grub Street, the 
steward, magistrate, and leet jury of the manor of Finsbury, with all 
their officers, tenants, &r. amounting to more than fifty persons, 
dined at the Turk*s Head, in the Moor Fields, at (he expense of 
twenty •three shillings, a sum now scarcely to be thought immoderate 
for the ample meal and etceteras of one person pf the same descrip- 
tion. This quarter had also for many ages, been famous as a recep* 
tacle for authors of the lower, but still the most useful branches of 
literature. Here, before the discovery of printing, lived many of 
those ingenious persons who wrote (he small histories then In use, 
also the A. B Cor absies, together with the Ave, Creeds, Graces, 
&c. &c. When the art of printing made the trade of an author of 
'greater importance, when the black letter copies were with facility 
multiplied, ad inhnitum, when volumes and piles of volumes were 
formed, and stationers, which name they derived from being stationed 
at the corners of streets, particularly about Long and Hosier Lanet, 
the Old Baile>, Grey Friar*s Wall, PauPs Cloisters, Barbican, and 
many other places, became booksellers, and collecting themieivct 
into a fraternity, cb«se for their residence, Little Britain and Alder»- 
giite Street; for in those early periods not one had crept so far as the 
Black Horse, without Newgate. When their best patrons, the book- 
sellers, had 80 snngly seated themseWcs, they tbonght it was high time 
ta lofk aboat, they therefore chose for their altitodes, the housei of 
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Grub Street, from its vicinity to the diflerent presses, aod from being 
the centre of a great namber of convenient alieys, courts, and back- 
ways, by which a man who had any turn towards topography, might 
get to or escape from his publisher's shop, without exposing his per- 
son to more hazard than that of once crossing the High Street. It 
will be evident to any ono who considers mathematically the ancieot 
plan of this part of the town, by drawing a triangle from the ex- 
treme parts of the building, that it was similar to a large cobweb, of 
which Grub Street was the middle. 

In this street lived and died. Fox, the Martryologist, Speed, the 

Historian, Richard Smith, a learned Antiquarian, and the immortal 
Milton. 



%n Cdllerttottjet. 

Chalmers. A General Biographical Dictionary, by 
Alexander Chalmers, a new edition consideN 
ably enlarged, in 32 vols, octavo, 19148. 

AiKiN. General Biography, or Lives Critical and 
Historical, of the moBt Eminent Persons of all 
ages and countries, 1799, 1815, 10 vols, quartoy 
71 7s. 

Watkins. a General Biographical Dictionary, by 
Dr. Watkins, 25^. 

There is a work called the Annual Biography md 
Obituary, which gives a sketch of the Lives of 
Eminent Persons, deceased in the current year t 
it commenced in 1815, dt 15^ each volume. 

An interesting series might be formed of the Memoirs 
of Eminent Persons, in the various departments 
of Literature and Science, classed in the branches 
in which they particularly excelled; some at- 
tempts have been made in this manner, but no uni- 
form collection has yet appeared. There is 
M^Diarmid's Lives of British Stateameii, Biogra- 



BIOGRAPHY. 86 

phical Dictionary of Musicians, Dictionary of 
Living Authors, and some excellent single vo* 
lumes, now extant, which would shine if placed 
with a regular series. 

The excellent, and now scarce book, " Vasari vit^di 
Pittori,'' would form a good model for sucik a 
work. It IS much to be wondered that no one has 
attempted to give a translation of this entertaining 
production, which, I doubt not, would be accepta- 
biy received by the public. 

Messrs. Hunt and Clarke are publishing, in a neat 
form, a collection of Autobiography, which is ex- 
tremely interesting, containing the memoirs of 
many celebrated characters. 

Biographical Sketches of British Characters, decreased 
since the accession of George the Fourth: com- 
prising two hundred and thirty subjects, cbronolo* 
gfcally arranged, with a list of their engraved por- 
traits; by William Miller, handsomely printed in 3 
Tols. quarto, price 3/ 3s ; twenty-five copies only 
on large paper, price 10/. 

My motive h not to eulo^ae the dea4, by ftvinf a faltm vnrnlik to glwlq; de« 
iiecli ; K appear* to me more aseful to tociety to draw natnri* at ihe ii; to display 
tbe defeeti u well as the beauties ; and to ffaow, not by iroagiuar} Rormbe*, bat 
by palpable and nadhguhed aets, what a mixture of locon^istencifs manliiBd is ; 
and if, in this chronological series of recently living characters, there should be 
Ibund soma ttiw in derated life, whose glating virea I have ventvrad to paint in 
tbe honest colonrlng of indignant truth, let no ungenerous motlTe be attrlbnted. 
Tbe inttances are not numerous ; they, thank God! seldom occur la this eonntiy ; 
Mt whenever deeency, decomm, and public opiaion, are thus, in hiead lay, teC at 
dcflance, the posthumous character of the horrid perpetrators cannot be too openly 
exposed to the scora and contempt of the rbiog (reneration. 

Auihar^9 Pixfae^. 

Of the collections of lives by the ancient writers of 
Greece and Rome, there is Plutarch, Diogenesl^aer- 
tus, Cornelius Nepos, and Suetonius; of which, 
the modern English IraBslations extant are : 
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Lfanghorne's Translation of Plutarch's Lives, correct- 
ed by Archdeacon Wrangham, in 6 octavo vols, 
considered the best^ 2/ 14^, 8 vols, duodecimo, 
1/ 16*. 

SSccompanicti tDitfi pottrattjf. 

LfAGB. Portraits of the lUuatrious Persons of the 
Court of Henry the Eighth, designed by Holbein, 
and engraved by Bartolozzi, the biographical 
notices are from the pen of Mr. EUlmund Ijodge, 
Liancaster Herald, folio, containing 14 parts. 

' This chmrinirt cotllj, mnd npttvmtiiifr perfonnaacr, mn Dr. Dibdin dewrlbea it« 
c— tiiw rtyMjF'tiro pUu», two mm of HolbriD mad hh wife; »lxtj-Hfbtof per- 
tooa whote names are kaowa, and tvclvn of aaonjinou* penonasn; tbcfe ara 
mboat tertm or efgbt aot enfraved by Bai totoasi, price about 9bl 

This book was republished in a small folio forno, in 
1813, by Mr. John Nicol, which obtains about 

10/ 105. 

Portraits of the Illustrious Personages of Great Brr- 
tain, with biographical and historical memoirs of 
their lives and actions, in two royal folio volumes, 
the biographical notices are from the same elegant 
pen as the former work, a third volume is now in 
the course of publication : not less than one hun- 
dred and twenty portraits are contained in the two 
Tulnmes, completed in 1891, by the most celebra- 
ted artists, from original paintings in the posses- 
sion of the nobility and gentry of this country. 
The plates having been destroyed, the work cannot 
fiiil to maintain a high price, about S6/, ordinary 
paper. 

This work has likewise been republished on a smaller 
scale, in a style of equal excellence, in parts, each 
containing five plates, imperial octavo, ISs dd. 

An a vack of Mopspky It li riiMpiiiiMlwi aad iiHilhH at • wwk of ut II 
taiaoMlMjvBtaadari 
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Brititili Gallery of Contemporary Portraits, ? vola. 
atlas quarto, 31/. 

STetartieti ^iograpl)?, or JbinaU Uibegf. 

Roper. The Life of Sir Thomas More, by this 
author, has been elegantly reprinted by Mr. Trip- 
hook, to which the received portrait of IMore is 
prefixed. 

Cavendish. The private secretary of Wolsey has 
given us an invaluable piece of biography of his 
master, which has been recently reprinted by Mr. 
Singer, with historical and critical notices, 2 vols, 
octavo. 

Galt. Of the same prelate may be noticed, the Life 
by J. Gait, Esq. octavo, \0s 6d. 

Isaac Walton. The delightful biographies of Dr. 
Donne, Sir H. Wotton, Mr. R. Hooker, Mr. G. 
Herbert, and Bishop Sanderson, by Isaac Walton, 
witb notes by Dr. Zouch, 2 vols, octavo, 1/ 4s. 

tuMC WmlUinPs LlfM vat one of Dr. JolmtM^ note fk?o«rile Vookt. Dr. 
Doanc^ llfe,te Mid, was the iwwt perfect of tkoH. He nVmnvA. iImA k wmm 
woadrrfnl tkat Wattoe, who was la a very low tfCoaUte fai Wb, ahevUI have bees 
£iDillarl> received bj ao manjcreat bmo. 

Mr. Collinguood, at Oxford, has printed a neat 
edition in two duodecimo volumes, at 10^. 

Mr. IMajor, the bookseller, has recently published a 
new edition of Walton's Lives, to match the un- 
rivalled edition of the Complete Angler, it is com- 
prised in two volumes of the same form, with nu- 
merous wood-cut and copper-plate embellishments, 
ISs, fine paper, 1/ I6r. 

Strtpe. The biographical labours of Strype have 
been reprinted at the Clarendon Press. 
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Memorials of Archbishop Cranmer, by Str}'pe, 2 vols* 

octavo, 1/ 105. 
The Life of Sir Thomas Smith, 18%, octavo, Is 6d. 

Bishop Aylmer, 1820, octavo,?*. 

Sir John Chekc, 1821, octavo, 7s. 

Bishop Grindal, 182 1, 135 6rf. 

Stkype. The Life of Archbishop Parker, 3 vols. 

octavo, 1821, l/85 6rf. 
■ The Life of Bishop Whitgift, 3 vols, octavo, 

1822, USs6d. 
CoLET. The Life of Dean Colet, by Dr. Knight, has 

also been reprinted at Oxford, in octavo, for I4s. 
WiCKLiFFE. The Life of Wickliffe, by the Rev, 

John Lewis, has been reprinted in the same place, 

with additions, 1820, octavo, 10*. 

A more ample ^Aognphy of this luminary of the Reformation would well employ 
tbetiae of aone tnlcDted pen, and wovlii ca»l^»a TcepliMe aerriee to iIm oaav 
of the Protestant Chnrch of Eofland. 

Burnet. The Lives of Sir Matthew Hale and Lord 
Rochester are valuable specimens in this depart- 
ment*, 18mo. portraits, is, boards. 

Bwnet^s Life of Boclieiter, the Critic ought to read (br IC> eloquence, the Phi]»- 
lopber for Us aifameats, and the Saint for ka piety. Or. Joktutm, 

MiDDLETON. The Life of Gieero, by Dr. Middle- 
ton, in two octavo roliimes, \6s^ 

Thia nay be CMnMerad an dlaho nrt e^ leaned, "aad admiraUj wrHin perform- 
ance: the late Charlea James Fox alwajs opoko warmlj of the biofraphj of Cicenr 
bj Middlctoo. Dr. Coojer'a MMdletoa was, at tret, aoreaddicted to oraaic the* 
to learning ; hut Dr. Benflejr caMlag him a ftddlfr, k excited him to a cloae »ppH* 
catioQ to atndy.and be soon thewvd Dr. Benttey he could write as well aa Sddle. 

North . The Lives of the -Right Honourable Francis 
North, Baron Gruildford, 'Lord Keeper under the 
Great Seal of Charles the II. and James the II. 
the Honourable 4Sir Dudley North, and the Rev. 
Dr. John- North, new edition, 3 vols, octavo, 
1/ I6s. 



▼ohimes afbrd aa Mlertaiaiaff deUaaatioa of mamcfa in the period to 
vhichthcarieiale. 
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towTH. The Life of Wykeham, (by Bishop liowth,) 

the greatest Prelate of his age and country, octavo, 

7s 6(1, 
WARTo^f. The Life of Sir Thomas Pope, Founder 

of Trinity College, Oxford, octavo, I0.«. 
BoswELL. The Life of Dr. Samuel Johnson,* by 

James Bos well, 4 vols, octavo, 1/ 10*, 5 vols. 

duodecimo, 1/ 5^. 

Thit ii a faithful hKtnrv of Johnnon'a Life, and exhibifs a most Interesting pic- 
ture of the charartf r of that illustrious raoralint, delineated with a masterly hand .; 
such another piece of domestic painting, in blacic and white, is no where to be 
seen. Dr. Dihdin strongly recommends an lllostrated Jobnion*s Life, which 
would certainly afford a fine «cope for the collector. 

RoscoE. The Life of Lorenzo de Medici, by Wil- 
liam Roscoe, 2 vols, quarto, 2/ 2.^, 3 vols, octavo, 
]l\ls6d. 

The Life of Leo the Xth, 4 vols, quarto, 6/ 6sy 6 vols, 
octavo, 5/ 3vV : a now edition is preparing in four 
volumes, octavo. 

The st J le of the«e wortis is pure and ele^nt ; the facts are intensiing and instmc- 
tlve: they were new to the greater part of Enfrlish readers t fresh foooUin heads 
of intelli$cencewere explored, and a stream of knowledge flowed forth. 

Mr Roscoe pab1l«hed,in ISU, I llvstrmt ions. Historical aild Critical, of the Life 
of Lorenzo de Medici, a Tolume elcf^ntly written and fall of Interest. 

Dr. Dibdin says; the Auto-Biography of Gibbon, at- 
tached to his posthumous works, edited by Lord 
Sheffield, is, perhaps, one of the most popular 
productions of its kind, of modern times: in five 
octavo volumes, 31 3s. 

CoxE. The Biographical labours of Archdeacon 
Coxe are considerable in extent, and are likely 
to be more appreciated by posterity than in the 
present times: they all possess sterling merit. 
* Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole, 4 vols, oc- 

tavo, 21 9s. 

N 
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CoxB. Memoirs of Horatio, Lord Walpole, S vols, 
oclavo, l/6x. 

Memoirs of (he Duke of Marlborough, G voU. 

octavo, and a quarto atlas, 5/6*. 

Memoirs of the Private and Original Corres- 
pondence of Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury, 
with Kin^ William, &c. quarto, 31 3s. 

Hatlet. Life and Posthumous Writings of Cov- 
per, by William Hayley, 4 vols, octavo, 1/ lOs. 

CoHBEBLAND. His Auto-BiogTsphy, (one of ihe 
Johnsonian School,) 3 vols, octavo. 

Bib DodiliiiflMi )• n«iil(d psfml] COB unun. 

Sheridan. The Life of ihe Right Honourable Rich< 
ard Brinsley Sheridan, by Thomas Moore, Esq. 2 
vols, octavo, \t8s. 

RussELT.. The Life of William, LordRussell, with 
some account of the times in which he lived, by 
Lord John Russell, 8 vols, oetavo, 1/ If. 

Zoucii. The Life and Writings of Sir Philip Syd- 
ney, by the late Dr. Zouch, Prebendary of Dur- 
ham. 

Clarkson. The Life of WilUam-Pen, by W. Clark- 
son, octavo, lOs 6d. 

SouTiiBY. The Life of Nelion, by Robert Southey, 
S vols. 10:1. 

Dr. DIMiB hupeiMr. UiinmJvllltiTctbepiiUieiBSI pockclediUw b oaa 
Tolsn. 

Heber. The Life of Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of 
Down, by (he late Bishop of Calcutta, Reginald 
Heber, 3 vols, post octavo, Ids. 
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Prior. The Life of the Rig^ht Honourable Edmund 
Burke, third edition, octavo, 14^. 

Pitt. A History of the Right Honourable William 
Pitt, Earl of Chatham ; containing his Speeches in 
Parliament; a considerable portion of his Corres- 
pondence, when Secretary of State, upon French, 
Spanish, and American Affairs, never before pub- 
lished; with an Account of the Principal Events 
and Persons connected with his Life, Sentiments, 
and Administration, by the Rev. Francis Thack- 
eray, A.M. in 2 vols, quarto, with a portrait, en- 
graved by Finden, price 31 3s. 

Pitt. The Life of the Right Honourable William 
Pitt, by George Tomline, Bishop of Winchester, 
3 vols, octavo, 1/ 16^, first in quarto, 2 vols. 3/3^ 

A third quarto rolame ft promised bj tbe venerable preUte, which will be re* 
plete with interest. 

Byron. Memoirs of the Life of the Right Honour- 
able Lord Byron, quarto. 

Butler. , The Life of Grotius, by Charles Butler, 
Esq. octavo. 

Wolfe.. The Life and Correspondence of General 

. Wolfe, 3 vols, post octavo. 



In the sixty-ninth namber of the Quarterly Review, some excellent 
remarks occur on tbe subject of Auto»Biography. 

Few icreat men, none of the very highest order, have chosen to paint 
otherwise than indirect1y,and throogh|ibe shadows of imaginary forms, 
the secret workings of their own minds; nor is it likely that genius 
will ever be found altogether divested of this proud modesty, onless in 
the melancholy case of its being tinged, as in Rousseau, with insanity. 
There was, therefore, little danger of our having too much auto-bio- 
graphy, as long as no book had much chance of popularity, which 
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was not written with some considerable portion of talent, or at least, 
by a person of some considerably celebrity in one way or other* But 
the circle of readei-s has widened strangely in these tiroes; and while 
an oTerwhelming preponderance of ▼ulgarity among them tempts 
one class of writers to the use of materials, which, in elder times, they 
would hare held themselves far above; a still more disgusting effect 
IS, that it emboldens beings, who, at any period, would have been 
mean and base in all their objects and desires, to demand, with hardi- 
hood,' the attention and the sympathy of mankind for thoughts and 
deeds, <n any period but the present, must have been as obscure as 
they are dirty. The mania for this garbage of Confessions, and Re« 
collections, and Reminiscences, and Aniliana, -is, indeed, a vile 
symptom. It seems as if the ear of that grand impersonation, *'The 
Reading Public," had become as filthily prurient as that of an eaves 
dropper. 

If this voluntary degradation be persisted in, the effect of it will, 
ere long, be visible elsewhere than in literature. An universal spirit 
of suspicion will overspread th« intercourse of society, and no class 
of persons will suffer more than those who found easy access, as in for- 
mer days, to circles much above their station, in virtue of the general 
belief, that their garrulity was not at least the veil of a calculating 
curiosity, and that however poor their wit might be, they were capa- 
ble of receiving kindness and condescension, without any notions of 
^turning a penny by the systematic record of privacies too generously 
exposed. 



Fuller. The Worthies of England, by Thomas 
Fuller, first printed l6B2, reprinted by Mr. Nicol 
in 1811, in 2 quarto vols. bibs. 

An Index for the folio edition, has been published by 
Mr. Pickering, price \2s. 

Anthony a Wood. Athens Oxoniensis, an exact 
history of writers and bishops who have had their 
education in the university of Oxford, a new 
edition, by the Rev. Dr. Bliss, 4 vols, royal quar- 
to, 15/ 155, on large paper, 48/. 

More care, attention, accoracj, and vahiable enUrgemeot, fnm an toeshanttl- 
ble ■tock of matsriab, (loaie of then cooteraporaaeoiu) has ru^ taen wknewed. 
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(ban in the additional laboon of Dr. Bliss, upon the text c^hfa helof ed Anlhonj a 
Wood ; it is a worl( which erery voaof man, who prefers intellectnal rrpntatlon Co 
fleetiof and frivolous pursuits, should b« enjotaed to pnrchaae on qntttteg die 
Unireisity of Oxford. IHkdim 

Granger. The Biographical History of England, 
by the Reverend James Granger, 4 vols, octavo, 
1/85. 

I haTe no hesitation in desipnatio; it as a delightful and instructive book, eon- 
tlderincf that Granger may have walked the field alone, it Is snrprishic ^hat he has 
done, his catalofue of engraved Iteads Is Immenae. His style is always clear, 
pointed, and lively. Dibdiiu 

Dr. Johfuon, This is the most entertaining book In the Englhh language. 

Johnson. The Lives of the Poets, by Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, 4 vols, octavo, 345, octodecimo, 2 vols. 
9s. 

Dr. Johnson*s Lives of the Poets are necessarily m prominent ornament of erery 
library; many of the facts most becantionsly admitted. Not that Johnson design- 
edly fkhlfled, but he always wanted time, diligence, and patience, intbe coUaction 
of his materials ; and he rejoiced to find the fiut as he wished lo find it. His life 
of Savase h oonKidered to be the chef d*oBfnTre. The whole set of lives are. In* 
deed , fraught with wisdom and excellent taste. Dibdiiu 

Macdiarmid. The Lives of British Statesmen, 
portraits, 2 vols, octavo, II 4^, by John Macdiar- 
mid. 

Collins. The Peerage of Great Britain, by An- 
thony Collins, enlarged by Sir Egerton Brydges, 
plates of the arms, 9 vols, octavo, 9l9s. 

Marshall. Royal Naval Biography, by John 
Marshall, noticed in the department of History of 
Great Britain. 

Mr, Colburn announces the Diary of a Member in 
the Parliament of the Protectors, Oliver and Rich- 
ard Cromwell, from the original autograph manu- 
scripts, in the possession of William Upcolt, Esq. 
with notices, historical and biographical, by John 

" Towill Rutt, Esq. 4 vols, octavo, plates. 
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The Correspondence of Henry, Earl of Clarendon, 
and Laurence, Earl of Rochester, with the Diary 
of Lord Clarendon, from 1687 to 1690 : comprising 
minute particulars of the events attending the Re- 
volution, the greater part now first published 
from the original manuscripts, with notes by S. 
W. Singer, F. S. A. Illustrated with portraits, 
copied from the originals, by permission of the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon, and 
other engravings, 4 vols, octavo. 

Memoirs, biographical and critical, of the Wits and 
Courtiers of the reign of Charles the Second, with 
ifiotes and illustrations^ in S vols, octavo, with por- 
traits. 



Dr.Dibdin observes, of aU species of writio^, it is one io which 
the French excel the most, and it is qalte clear, that we have few 
productions of a similar character. La Ilarpe has given a good 
notion of the quality and eifect of Memoir Writing. 

" Les nombreuses memoires qui nous resteot du demi^re ti^cle offrent 
un plus grand fonds d'instruction et surtout plus d'agriment que les his- 
toires. lis representeot plus en detail et plus naiTement les fsits, et les 
pertonaages ; ils fouillent plus avaiit dans le secret des causes et des 
vassorts, et c'est avec leurs secours que nous avons eu dans le si^cle pre- 
sent, des meilleurs morceaux d'bistoire. II est peu de lectures plus 
agriables, si Poo ne veut qu'etre amusi mats g^neralement il en est peu 
dont il faut se defier dar antage si I'on ne veut pas ctre troBpi. 

Cours de litterature, p. 179. 

Hutchinson. Memoirs of the Life of Colonel 
Hutchinson, written by his widow, Lucy, with her 
own life, portraits and other plates, 9 vols octavo, 
245. 

The menMin aie those of a hravo and hitrapid toUUer.oM of Cramveirt 
generals, aad aMmbcr Ibr the coonty of Nottiasham, in the hmf ParliaaMBt. An 
ezcelleat rerfev of the hook appotfed In the thliteath toIuom of the Edlahaifh 
Rot lev. 
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Evelyn, Memoirs illustrative of the Life and Wri- 
tings of John Evelyn, Esq. author of the Sylva, 
comprising his Diary from 1641 to 1705-6, and a 
selection of his familiar Letters, edited by William 
Bray, Esq. 3 vols, royal quarto, portraits and 
5 vols, octavo, plates, 5/ 155 6d, 

The dlflcovery of the^e memoirs affords one of the most suamlnf anecdotes of 
literary hislorj, on authorHj which cannot be qnesthmad. * 

Evelyn^s Miscellaneous Writings, now first collected 
and edited, with Notes, by William Upcott, of the 
Londgn Institution, and forming a Supplement to 
the Evelyn Memoirs. Printed uniformly in 1 voL 
royal quarto, with plates, 3/ 105, in boards. 

The miscellaneous writings of the Philosopher and Natamlllt, Breljn, (most of 
which are extremely rare) are here presented to the pnhllc in m quarto rolaBc* to 
range with his ** DIarj and Corr^qpondenee.** These works^ with his noble Die* 
course on Forest Trees, under the title of ** Sylva*" comprise the whole bo4y of 
]?TeI>n*H productions. The tracts forralog the present Tolume are, more or leas, on 
subjects of great interest, inckiding lirely pictures of the manners and 'amusements 
. of his time; Memoirs, political, domestic, and religioost Treatises on Morals, Hor* 
ticulture. Art, Science, Commerce, Ac. ; In any of which the sound Intellect of this 
" amiable and high-minded English Gefitlenun" will be traced. 



• Id the beginniDg of Aprn, 1813, Mr. Wiltiam Upcotf, (author of 
the most vnlutible bibliographical work extant, on British topogra- 
phy,) went to Wotton, io Surrey, the residence of the Evelyn family, 
for the first time, accompanied by Mr. Bray, the highly respected 
anthor of the History of Surrey, and acknowledged editor of John 
Evelyn^s Memoirs, for the purpose of arranging and making a cata- 
logue of the library, which bad been thrown into much confusion by 
its removal for safety, in consequence of accidental fire in an out- 
building. 

Early in the following year (1814) the task was completed. Sit- 
ting one evening after dinner, with Lady Evelyn, and her intimate 
friend, Mrs. Molineaux, Mr. Upcott*8 attention was attracted fo a 
tippet, being made of feathers, on which Lady Evelyn was employ- 
ed ; — ** We have all of us our hobbies, I perceive, my lady," said 
Mr, Upcott. — ** Very true," rejoined her ladyship, *' and pray what 
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The Anecdotes of William Bowyerare now enlarged^ 
under the title of Nichols's Literary Anecdotes 
of the Eighteenth Century, in 10 vols. 11/ 11*, 
with an excellent and complete index. 

In ranniDg one's eje down the names of persons in Uie alphabet 
tical order in which tbey occur, we find such a body of personal 
anecdote, as almost irresistibly compels us to buy the work. 



may yours be ? ** '* Mine, madam, from a very early age, began by 
collecting provincial copper tokens, and, latterly, the hand-writing 
(or autographs) of men who have distinguished themselves in every 
walk of life." " Hand writings ! ** answered Lady Evelyn, with 
much snrprise, ''what do you mean by hand-writings? Surely you 
don't mean old letters ? " at the same time opening the drawer of her 
work-table, and taking out a small parcel of papers, some of which 
had been just used by Mrs. Mol^neauz, as patterns for articles of 
dress. The sight of this packet, though of no literary importance, 
yet containing letters written by eminent characters of the seven- 
teenth century, more particularly one from the celebrated Sarah, 
Duchess of Marlborough, afforded the greatest pleasure to Mr. Up- 
cott, who took occasion to ezpreki his exceeding delight in looking 
them over. ''Oh I "added Lady Evelyn, "if you care for papers 
like those, you shall have plenty ; for Sylva Evelyn, (the familiar 
appellation applied to John Evelyn by his descendants), and those 
who succeeded him, preserved all their letters." Then, ringing for 
her confidential attendant, '' Here," said her ladyship, *' Mr. Upcott 
tells me that he is fond. of collecting old letters; take the key of the 
ebony cabinet, in the billiard-room, procure a basket, and bring 
down some of the bundles." Mr. Upcott accompanied the attendant, 
and having brought a quantity of these letters into the diuing-room, 
passed one of the most agreeable eveniugs imaginable, in examining 
the contents of each packet; with the assurance, from Lady Evelyn, 
that he was welcome to lay aside any that might add to his own col* 
lection. 

The following evening the delicious ebony cabinet was visited a 
second time, when Evelyn's " Kalendarium," as he entitled it, or 
Diary, a small quarto volume, without covers, very closely written 
with his own hand, presented itself. 
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The recent death of thb emineot antiquary, (Mr. John Nichols,) 
Kbo was, for nearly fifty years, editor of the Gentlemao's Magazine, 
must give this valoable book increasing interest with the public. We 
are indebted to him for many remains of obscurorum vironim, which 
would otherwise have been lost in oblivion. He has contributed va- 
luable materials to the literary history of our conntrf . 

CoLLEY CiBBER. TheApology for the Life of Col- 
ley Gibber is now elegantly reprinted in octavo. 

It b a perfbraunce, nil fencrit, full of hamoiir. 

Wren. A new edition of the Parentalia, or Me- 
moirs of Sir Christopher Wren and his Family, 
with additions^ and a new portrait of Sir Christo- 
pher, has been published by Mr. Elmcs the Archi- 
tect, in quarto, price 3/ 3s. 

Benvbnuto Cellini. The Memoirs of Benvenuto 
Cellini have been recently translated from the 
Italian by Thomas Roscoe, Esq. S vols, octavo. 
His. 

An amtuing book, coatainio^ (be life of a most oaprlcioas man and wonderful 
artbt. 

Wakefield* The Auto-Biography of Gilbert 

Wakefield, octavo, 12^. 
Spenc B • The Literary Anecdotes of Joseph Spence, 

the friend of Pope, enlarged under the editorial 

care of Mr. Singer, octavo, 15^. 

Thb i> one oftbe most entertaining Tolumes of Ilterarj anecdote imaginable, 
and worthj of admittance into an elegantly furabhed library. Dibdin* 

Lope db Vega, The Life of Lope de Vega and 

Gwillim de Castro, fine portrait and fac simile, 3 

vols, octavo, 1/ l5* 
Watson. Anecdotes of the Life of Richard Watson, 

Bishop of Llandafi^, 2 vols. 1/4^. 
Haydn and Mozart. The Lives of Haydn and 

Mozart, octavo, 135. 
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Thomson. Memoirs of the Court of Henry the 
Eighth, by Mrs. Thomson^ 9 vols, octavo, 1/ As» 

Mr*. ThonMon mppean to hare eieeated ber taik wHli oootlderable fMcev. 

M^Cbie. In two large volumes, octavo, price llAsy 
the second edition^ corrected, of the Life of An- 
drew Melville, containing Illustrations of the Ec- 
clesiastical and Literary History of Scotland, da* 
ring the latter part of the Sixteenth and beginning 
of the Seventeenth Century, with an Appendix, 
consisting^of Original Papers, by Thomas M^Crie,- 
D.D. Minister of the Gospel, Edinburgh. 

By the same author, the Life of John Knox, contain* 
ing Illustrations of the History of the Reformation 
in Scotland, the fourth edition, S vols* octavo. 
Ills. 

AiRix. Memoirs of the Court of Queen Elizabeth, 
portrait, 2 vols, octavo, 1/ As. 

■ Memoirs of the Court of James the First, 2 

vols, octavo, 1/ 4*. 

Naunton. Fragmenta Regalia; Memoirs of Eliza- 
beth^ her Court, and Favourites, by Sir R. Naun- 
ton. Secretary to James the First, octavo, &, 18S4. 

Thh h Ml cxcdhnt aew gdhkm of a 9emttm aad my Imie tm OMi g Uttto fcoak. 

Bengbr. Memoirs of Anne Bolejrn, Queen of Henry 

the Eighth, 9 portraits, 2 vols. I6s. 
- Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots, 2 vols. 

1/45. 

«- Memoirs of Elizabeth Stuart, Queen of 



Bohemia, daughter of James the First, 2 vols. 
1/45. 

Tbe reccBt demth of thb amiable femak writer wID disaiipolat the pvbllc of the 
pleaMre ofbcr pnypooed History of Uauy the Foorth of Ffaaee. 

Chalmers. The Life of Mary, Queen of Scots, 
drawn from the State Papers, 3 vols, octavo, 2/85. 
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Grammont. The Memoirs of Count Grammont. 
The English edition of this book was published 
by Mr. Miller, in 1809-12, with 64 portraits by 
Scriven, 3/3^, in two royal octavo volumes. 

Dr. Dibdln my, Gnunmont's portnUs admit of « happlflr effort of Ait; the 
betatifal gallery at Althorp would aflbrd rich materials towards snch a work. 

The Life of George, Lord JeflFreys, sometime Lord 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and Lord High 
Chancellor of England in the Reign of James II^ 
by Humphrey W. Woolrjxh. 

The name of Jeffreys has been handed down to posterity as 
thoagh no censures were too f|;reat, no corses too bitter for bim* 
The scanty memoirs which have been yet pablisbed concemio|^ 
bim, abound more in efforts to aggravate bis unpopularity, than 
to canvass the actions of his impetuous career with the impar- 
tiality which is due to history. The author of these pages has 
honestly endeavoured to display the brightest colourings of the 
Judge's character, and while be dares not approve those vices, 
which all manltind have concurred in condemning, he boldly asks 
a meed of praise for Jeffreys where the redeeming points of his 
conduct consistently demand it. 

Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the late Rev. 
Samuel Parr, LL.D. by the Rev. William Field, 
in two volumes, octavo, with portraits. 

The Life of the celebrated Dr. Jenner, by Mr. Baroti, 
will form a companion to an excellent little Me- 
moir of Dr. Bateman, recently published, post oc* 
tavo, 7s 6rf. 

The Life and Times of Salvator Rosa, with Extracts 
from his Correspondence, by Lady Morgan, in 2 
vols, with a fine portrait of Salvator, from the 
original painting by himself, in the possession of 
Earl Grosvenor, 1/ 85. 

Lady Morgan has produced two of the most amusing octavos 
we have met with, even in this biographical age. 

Edinburgh Magazine. 
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Memoirs of Goethe, author of "Werter," "Faust," 
&c. written by himself, S yols. octavo, with a fine 
portrait, 1/ 45. 

Goethe has juitly been classed by the critics of Germaoy with 

the mastermiods of modern Europe^with Shakspeare, with 

Dante, and with Cervantes, not as possessing^ powers of a similar 

kind, bat as enjoying, like those great men, the reputation of 

beinjc» bcfond all comparison, the first of his age and coantry. 

A work under the following title, written with mach power and 

Tigonr, ma> not beinappropraitely classed nnder this department: It 

is moch superior in eiecution to the well known Dialognes of the 

Dead by Littleton. 

Imag^inary Conversations of Literary Men and States- 
men, by Walter Savage Landor, the second edi- 
tion, corrected and enlarged, in 2 vols, octavo* 

Contents. Richard I- and the Abbot of Bozley. — ^The Lord 
Brooke and Sir Philip Sydney. — King Henry IV. aad Sir Ainold 
Savage. — Soutbey and Porson. — Olrv^r Cromwell and Walter 
Noble. — Eschines and Phocion.— Queen Blixabeth and Cecil.— 
King James L and Isaac Casanbon. — ^Marchete Pallavicioi and 
Walter Landor.— General Kleber and some French Oflicers. — 
Bishop Burnet and Humphrey Hardcastle^ — Peter Leopold and 
the President Du Paty. — Demosthenes and Eubnlides. — Bona- 
parte and the President of the Senate.— The Abb6 Delille and 
Walter Landor. — The Emperor Alexander and Capo d'Istria« — 
Koscinsko and Pontiatowski. — Middleton and Magliabechi. — 
Milton and Andrew Marrel. — Washington and Franklin.-^Roger 
Asckam and the Lady Jane Grey. — Lord Bacon and Richard 
Hooker. — General Lasey aad the Cvrate Merino.— Pericles and 
Sophocles. — Louis XIY. and P^re la Chaise. — Samuel Johnson 
and Home Tooke. — Cavaliere Puntomichino and Mr. Denis Eu- 
tebins Talcranagh. — ^Andrew Hoffer, Count Mettemich, and the 
Emperor Francis. — DaTid Hnine and John- Home. — Prince Man- 
rocordato and General Colootroni. — Alfieri and Salomon, the 
Florentine Jew. — Lopez Banoz and Romero Alpnente. — Lord 
Chesterfield and Lord Gbatkam— AriftoCelef and Callisthenea.— 
Henry V III. and Anne Boleyn.— Marctu Tnllins Cicero and bis 
Brother, Qoinctni. 



BIOGRAPHY. 101 

Sully. Memoirs of Sully. 

Horace Walpole sajs, the example of Sullj ihows that the itndj of hMoiy it 
pncticallj nwfal to a tutesmani for, he tdl* ns, fn his iDemofrt» that he wm mveh 
giTen to it, and be proved the lint of all mlnisten* 

Equally with painted portraiti I admiMwrtttsn portraitf , in which the cbwuter 
is traced with those minnte touches which coaatlCQte Ulb itaeld Of this sort is 
the domestic portrait of Henry the Fourth of France, ia « page or two of the ori- 
final MesBoIrs of Snllj. 

Strubnsbe. a Narrative of the Conversion and 
Death of Count Struensee, by Dr. Munter, with 
an introduction by the Rev. T. Rennell, octavo, 

The Life of Napoleon Buonaparte, Emperor of the 
French, by the Author of Waverly, 7 vol». post 
octavo. 

It Is reported 11.000 golneat ha?e heen given to the anther lor the copyrlilit of 
the ftrsl editloo of thte book. 



Garrick Papers. Private Correspondence of 
David Garrick, with the most celebrated persons 
of his time, now first published from the originals, 
lately in possession of the executors of Mrs. Gar- 
rick, in 2 vols, quarto, with portraits and other en- 
gravings. 

This highly interesting and important work, will comprise up- 
wards of two thousand Utters, from persons of the greatest 
eminence in the political, literary, and dramatic worlds 

Among other names may be mentioned Lord Chatham, Lord 
Camden, Poke of DcTonshire, Coontess Spencer, Lord Lyttleton, 
Lord Pembroke, and the leading nobility of Garrick^s time; 
Warborten, Burke, Johnson, Hume, Gibbon, Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, GoUsmitii, Robertson, Junius, fieattie, Churchill, Mason, 
Cumberland, Boswell, Colman, T. and J. Warton, Dr. Barney, 
BarettI, Thomas and R. B. Sheridan* Hugh Kelly, Murphy, Dr. 
Hoadtey, Isaac Bfckerataff, Tickell, Home, C. Yorke, Madame 
Riccoboaiy Mrs. Montagu, Whitefaeady Dr. Franklin, Jfawkes- 
worth, Mallett, Mrs. Cowley, John Wilkes, Wilson, Gainsbo- 
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rough, &c. and among others, the following dramatic characters : 
— Mrs. Cli?e, Mrs. Gibber, Mrs. Abington, Mrs. Yates, S. Foote, 
Spranger, Barry, Powell, Henderson, Massop, Parsons, T. King, 
Smith, Macklin, Moody, Le Kain, Madame Clairon, Charles 
Dibdin, T. Wilkes, Reddish, Holland, Brereton, Mrs. Pope, 
Bensley, Aikin, Dr. Arne, &c. &c. 

Pepys. The Diary and Correspondence of Samuel 
Pepys, Esq. F. R. S. Secretary to the Admiralty 
in the reigns of Charles the Second and James 
the Second, and the intimate friend of the celebra- 
ted John Evelyn, edited by Richard, Lord Bray- 
brooke, in 2 vols, royal quarto, printed uniformly 
with£velyn's Memoirs, and embellished with por« 
traits and other engravings by the first artists, 
price 6/ 6^, boards. 

*' There is much (in Pepy^s Diary) that throws a distinct and 
▼i?id light OTer the picture of Enf^land and its Go?ernment, 
during the ten years succeeding the Restoration. 

** If, quitting the broad path of history, we look for minute 
information concerning ancient manners and customs, the pro- 
gress of arts and sciences, and the various branches of antiquity, 
we have never seen a mine so rich as the volumes before us. The 
variety of Pepys*s tastes and pursuits led him into almost every 
department of life. He was a man of business ; a man of infor- 
mation, if not of learning; a man of taste; a man of whim; and, 
to a certain degree, a man of pleasure. He was a statesman, a 
bel'espritf a virtuoso, and a connoisseur. His curiosity made him 
an unwearied, as well as an universal learner, and whatever be 
saw, found its way into his tables.*' Quarterly Review, 

A complete collection of Memoirs relative to the His- 
tory of Great Britain, with notes and illustrations, 
octavo. The work will commence with the Diary 
ofSirSymond D'Ewes ; this will be followed by 
the Memoirs of Sir James Melville, gentleman of 
the bed-chamber to Mary, Queen of Scots, printed 
from the original MSS. (contaiaing several im- 
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portant passages omitted in all former editions,) 
found amongst the papers of the Earl of March- 
mont, and presented to the publisher by Sir George 
Rose. 

The poblication of this extensive and valoable work, so long 
wantlDf^ in our literature, wiH be superintended by some of the 
first literary characters of the age ; it will contain many interest- 
ing and important documents, some of which have hitherto been 
nnpubliahed, and some recently discovered. The publisher will 
render a most acceptable service to the literatare of his country, 
by bis embarking in this speculation: we are remarkably deficient 
in historical memoirs compared with the French, who abound in 
many valuable collections of (his description. 

Conway Papers, from the collection of the Mar- 

quis of Hertford, 5 vols, octavo. 
The WiLMOT Papers. Papers and Collections of 

Sir Robert Wilmot, Bart, some time secretary to 

the Ijord Lieutenant of Ireland, 3 vols, octavo. 
JoRTiN. The Life of Erasmus, by Dr. Jortin. 
Butler. The Life of Erasmus, by Charles Butler, 

Esq. 

There la itlll room for a marterlj ■ketch of the intemtlnff period In which 
Brumns lived. Mr. Brntler** book woold rapply MMne Taluble materlalit Irat It 
most be coaUmeA that It is a measie ud nwatlsfiKHory i^fiMBanee. 

SouTHEY. The Life of John Wesley, andthe Rise 
and Progress of Methodism, by R. Southey, 8 vols, 
octavo, 1/8^. 

The follow inji^ apology for Whitfield is from the pen of Sir Walter 
Scott. 

The peculiar tenets of the methodist are, in many respects, narrow 
and illiberal ; they are also enthusiastical, and acting on minds of a 
certain temperament, have produced the fatal extremities of spiritual 
presumption, or spiritual despair- But, to judge as we would desire 
to be judged, we must try their doctrine, not by those points in 
which they differ, but by those in which they agree with all other 
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Christians'; and if we find that themetbodists recommend pority of 
life, strictness of morals, and a regalar discharge of the duties of so- 
ciety, are they to be branded as hypocrites because they abstain 
from its amusements and its vanities } . Were the number of aietbo- 
dists to be multiplied by an hundred, there would remain enou|;h be- 
hind to fill the theatres and encourage the fine arts. Respecting the 
remarkable person by whom the sect was founded, posterity has done 
him justice for the calumnies with which he was persecuted daring 
bis life, and which be bore with enduring fortitude. 

The poverty in which Whitfield died, proved his purity of heart, 
and reftited the charge so grossly urged of bis taking a tdAsb intereit 
in the cimritable subscriptions which his eloquence promoted so 
effectnally,(for providence uses in accomplishing great ends, the imper- 
fections as well as the taleau of bis creatures.) He served to awaken 
to a consciousness of their deplorable state, thousands to whose 
apathy and ignorance a colder preacher might have spoken In vain i 
and perhaps, even the church of England berselt^ has been less Im- 
paired by the schism than benefitted by the effects of emulation upon 
her learned clergy. 



A new edition is preparing in an octavo form, of 
Bayle*s Historical and Critical Dictionary : — ^this 
wonderful performance will be superintended in 
the course of publication by able editors, who have 
added mnch to the stores of learning and research 
amassed by Bayle. D'Israeli in his second series 
of the Curiosities of Literature, has a most instruc- 
tive article upon this work. 

Bayle's Dictionary b a very nieful work for those to coninlt who 
1 ove the biographical part of literatort, which b what I love most 
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FLORIAN. 

This delightful author is ^ ell knoTrn to those who have perused 
irith pleasure his Galaten, his Esfella, and Gonsalvo de Curciova, and 
above all his Numa Pompilius ; the latter work is generally considered 
merely a brilliant efibrt of a lively imaginatTon, and we are very 
sure, therefore, the public supposed that he had read hundreds of 
volumes expressly to compose it. 

Amongst hit papers, however, was the following, as memoranda 
of its composition :— 

>VORK8 NECESSARY FOR NUMA. 

Pli'tarch. Read the History of Romulus, Numa, Lycnrgus, Solon, 
Coriolanus, Timoleon, and Paulus Emilius. 

.The Iliad. The enumeration of the army of Agamemnon, to make 
that of the Marsi,the Romans, &c. Imitate the parting of Andromache 
and Hector. Imitate the nocturnal adventures of Ulysses and Dio- 
medes. Diomede wounded, speaking to Paris. Give a similar speech 
to Leo. Imitate the combat of Achilles aud Xanthus, making Leo 
combat in a lake. Priam, or the Camp of Achilles, an admirable 
moral, a model of pathos, to imitate it if possible. Honour the fu- 
neral of Tulius or Tatius by games, as in book 23. 

The Thebaid. Read the enumeration of the Greek army. The 
mother who will follow her son to the wars, all book 4. The com- 
bat of Capaoius, and the Pupil of Pollux. The combat of Ilippo- 
medon. The description of Parthenope, her beauty, graces, naivetd, 
and death. The episode of Hiplea and Dinas. 

The Arancana. Canto 1. The manners of the savages, to give to the 
Marsi. 6. Beautiful — defeat to imitate. 10. The games to imitate. 
1 1 . The horse or the falcon which waited the signal, beautiful com- 
parisons. 13. The episode of Lautaire and Gualolde asleep. 14. 
The warrior who threw away his hand cut off, and fought with the 
other. 15. Single combat of Andr^ and de Rengo, to imitate for 
Numa and Leo. 20. The episode of Segnalde, who seeks her hus- 

p 
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band'fr body. 91. The review, to imitate for the Marsi. The episode 
of the sea-monsters. 23. Beautiful scene of Ma^ic. 25. Two enemies 
who fly to each other's aid, very noble. 29. Fine combats of Zumpel 
and Rengo, to imitate. 

The Eneid. Book 4. The ardent love of Dido, to imitate for 
Hersilia. 5 The games. 7. Ausonia taking arms, the names of the 
nations, Ac. 9. The discourse of Numanus, to give to the chief of 
the Marsi. 

Siurs Italiccjs. Canto 1. The portrait of Hannibal, superb to 
imitate for Romulus. 2. The episode of Astryte killed for Theron, 
good for Hersilia- 3 The passage of the Alps, superb* to imitate in 
the 5th book of Numa. 4. Preparations for v«ar ^t Rome, fine mor- 
sel, to emulate for the 2d book. The enumerations of the army of 
Yarro, the names of the nations. 9. The beginning of the late bat- 
tle Canne. 

Ovid. Apollo, shepherd. Philemon and Baucis. 

TELfacACHus. Old Enmeus, description of Boeticm* 

The Georgics. The two last Cantos. 

The Death op Abei- His obsequies. 

Daphnir A9iD Cbloe. The marriage of Dapbnis. 

Paradise Lost. The picture of Adam and Eve. 

The Morals op Pythagoras. 

Pharsalia« Open the book at random to find grand ideas. 

Jerusalem Delivered. Re- peruse often this admirable poem. 

Orlando Fdrioso. Model of imagination and grace, every thing 
in it is remarkable. 

Joseph, (by Bitaube). A channing work. 

The Henriade. Saperb. Canto 



107 



fLitvmts of WistM iSinotDletige. 



—Not to koow at larfe of thin^ remote 

From ^se, obscure, and inbtlc, bat to know 

That which before us Iie» in daily life, 

Is (he prime wisdom : what is more is fame, 

Or emptiness, or fond impertinence. 

And renders us in things that most concern, 

Unprarti8*d, unprepared, and still to seek. 

ParadUe Losty b* 8. 



The rapid extension of Mechsnics* Institutes, and the general diffii- 
sioo of education among the lower classes, has attracted the attention 
of men of talent in the various departments of human knowledge, to 
the production of a series of books adapted to the wants of this 
numerous portion of society. Rrery chasm that formerly eiisted in 
our literature they seem ready to fill up by cheap and interesting 
compilations: it has been objected to this plan, that it will tend to 
destroy works of a more comprehensive character, and diminish their 
probable sale. The objection falls to the ground, if we consider in 
how very few cases does the immense toil of an elaborate work of 
science repay from its sale the industry and application of the author, 
when by lowering the price and form to a more humble and extensive 
class of purchsisers, he may not only derive fame, but adequate remu- 
neration. It would be easy to adduce the value of a copyright of 
some simple school book, upon which, perhaps, little pains or talent 
lias been required in its production; more probably by the aid of 
paste and scissars than by any other means, and yet what fortvnes 
have they not produced when they have obtained an introduction into 
schools. 

Long before the announcement of these publications, It bat often 
surprised me that men of great eminence in their Tarious professions 
did not combine their efforts to produce a series of elementary works, 
which ahoald apply to every branch of education, more particularly 
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for Ibp middle and liigbrr claim- The inBacarc of ihririiBiTi» vould 
carrj public apinion ia Ilieir rafour, and ovenihelin anj oppoiilion 
that inigbl be sbowa by IhoM nbolcsalc houiet, whicli now pnsmi a 
larfie capilal inlhecopjright of o>anj of onr Irompery ichonl boiikt. 
The public nouldrEcl a confidrnce ibal Ihese boakspoiscHPiI Ihe blgfa- 
rit ardrr of mpril. and hadD); ihe stamp of (beir autboril]-, woold 
rradilir find accKttoonr priocrpal trbunli; nDlh« contrary, by tbr pre- 
•rBtiystcmiiForiFn find books offrry infrhor merit pntTedand farted 
iBlo notice, Trani the pnbliiber haiiag al bis cnrnmand a laigc capilal 
and exlentiTc inHueace, ithiUl Horkformnch falgbrr merit bate gone 
into the tbade from tbe want ofsnchaid. Ifn diapniilion naimtmi- 
fdled oD Ibe part of tuch IndiViduali to msage in thii DnderlahiDg, tbej 
iTould not find it difficult to meet nilh a bookieller of ■■dicirnl capi- 
tal, unshackled by the trammeh of trade copyrighl, vbich I icruple 
not to tay, has been Ibe bane of LRf;1iih literalnre, foroiing an nnjust 
■nnnopnly, thai bat deprived Ibe author nr bii fair renurd, has en- 
hanced the price oF books lo Ibe public, and kept back [hat sute of 
impraTement whicb our ilandard literature, under a more whalesome 
(ytlrm. iTOuld have eibibiled. 

What, for eiample, could not the name of Sir Waller Scott achieve, 
were he to rundtscend tu wield bis powerful aod brilliaal pen in ibis 
hoiBehold deparlmeal onUemture ? and it would not be difficult to 
calculate that his gain might even fareiceed that of sone of his moil 
saecewful norela. It u nolalone id thiA branch of lileralure the in- 
creasing demaad, but [he.aclnni wear and tear annually saSering. It 
not onrrequenlly occurs that Iwo or more copies are required to each 
pupil, before the course ufmstructioD it Icrmiualed. 
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The Ami 


n order of annaaoccmeot Is that of CooituI 


CBonul hu 


1 recrcl thai Ibe euilable and convenient f. 


ivo was no 


.1 adopted: tbe lize >< decidedly loo small 



might, for the convruieDCC of those ithnte means are icanly, be also 
■old in weekly numben. A larger cla.si of purchaser) would bate 
been obtained, had Ibis plan been carried into eieculion. Tbe bill 
of fare is, howeirr, extremely Inlereitiog and well choM'n, 
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The Editor thus Prefaces the List. 

The unlimited desire of knowledge which now pervades every class 
of Society, has suggested the present design, of not only reprinting In 
a cheap form several interesting and valuable Publications, hitherto 
placed beyond the reach of a great proportion of readers, but also of 
issuing in that form many Original Treatises, which are now in prepa- 
ration by some of the most distinguished authors of the age. 

Such is the object ofth*^ present work, whfch willbe published in a 
series of weekly numbers, under the general title of *• Constable's 
Miscellany op Ortgtwal and Sblectkd Publications, i\ vari- 
OI78 Departments of Literature, the Scikvce?, a\d the Arts." 
It will be circulated not merely by (he ordinary modes of bookselling, 
but also by means of news-venders, and other dealers in books, in 
town and country. 

In the subjoined list some of the various pablicatious proposed to 
be issned, in this manner, are enumerated; and they will appear in 
such order and succession as may seem best to suit the taste of those 
encouraging the design. It cootains various books on Important and 
popular subjects, which have been undertaken solely for the present 
miscellany, in the view of filling up some chasms in the existing stock 
of useful knowledge, and thus rendering the undertaking mure accept- 
able to the public, and better fitted for the purposes it is intended to 
promote. 

It is proposed that three numbers shall form a volume; and that 
each author or subject shall be kept separate, so as to enable pur- 
chasers to acquire all the numbers or volumes of each book distinct 
from the others. 

This Miscellany will be printed in a small size, in the neatest man- 
ner, and with occasional engravings and embellishments. Each num- 
ber will be issued at the price of one shilling. Three numbers, forming 
a volume, handsomely done up, price three shillings and six pence. 



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 

The artlclei marked thus * are original works, prepared or written expressly fur this 

Miscellanj* 

Captain BasilHairs Voyages, 3 vols. 

«* • These contain, — I. Voyage to Loochoo, and other places in the 
Eastern Seas, in the year 1816; including an account of Captain 
Maxwell's attack on the batteries at Canton; and notes of an 
interview with Napoleon Buonaparte at St. Helena, in August, 
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1817.— II. Extracts from a joornal written on the coasts of Chili, 
Peru, and Mexico, id the years 1820. 18S1, and 1822; containing 
some account of the recent revolutions, tof^ether with obserrations 
on the state of society in those countries. 

Life of Robert Burns, by J. G. Lockhart, LLB.* 

Memorials of the late War. Viz Journal of a Soldier oftheTlst 
Refriment, from 1806 to 1815, includinj^ particulars of the battle 
ofVimeira, Vittoria, the Pyrenees, Toulouse, and Waterloo. 
Letters of Sir John Moore. The F^irl of Hopetoun*s Despatch 
after the battle of Corunna, and other documents. 

Evidences of Christianity. The Pleiad, or a feries of abridgements 
of seven distinguished writers, in opposition to the pernicious 
^doctrines of Deism, by the Rev. Francis Wrangham, M.A. F.R.S. 
Archdeacon of Cleveland. 

Converts from Infidelity, or Lives of Eminent Individuals wbo have 
renounced Sceptical and Infidel opinions, and embraced Christi- 
anity, by Andrew Crichton, 2 vols.* 

History of Voyages, from the earliest times, showing the part which 
^i,the various Kuropean Nations have had in Maritime Discovery, 
and illustrating the progress of Geographical Science, 3 vols.* 

The Life and Discoveries of Captain James Cook, containing a con- 
densed Narrative of his Vo\ages, and a view of the progress of 
Nautical Science and Naval Discipline daring his period, 3 vols.* 

History and i'reseot State of South America, particularly Bnenos 
Ayre<t, ( hili. New Grenada, Mexico, and Pern, 3 vols.* 

A General Vi'^u of the Russian Empire, comprising its History, Geo- 
graphy, Arcounts of the various Tribes and Nations by which it 
is inhabitt'd ; their Customs, Government, and Commerce, by 
Robert Lyall, M.I), formerly Physician at Moscow, 2 vols.* 

Adventures of British Seamen in the Sootbcni Ocean-; containiffg 
Shipwreck of the Antelope on the Pelew Islands, August, 1783 ; 
with an Account of tbe^e Islands to the present time. Mutiny 
of the Bounty. Voyage and Shipwreck of the Pandora. Settle- 
ment of John Adams; and subsequent History of Pitcairn Island. 
Catastrophe of ihe Ship Boyd^ on the Coast of New Zealand, &c. 
edited by Hugh Murray, F.R.8.E.* 

Travels through Arabia, and other Countries in the East, performed 
by M. Niebuhr, Captain of Engineers in the service of the King 
of Denmark; lniB.^l.ited from the French, 8 vols. 

Dictionary of the Holy Bible, comprising an Historical, Geographical, 
and Descriptive Account of the Persons, Places, Antiquities, 
Maoaert, and Customs ; Natural Productioos, Coitunet, Build- 
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Ings, and Literatare of the Jews; and an ExpUnatloa of the 
Proper Names and Remarkable Fzpressions contained iir the 
Old and New Testaments. From the Dictionary of Dom Aa^s- 
tine Calmet, and illo&trated by nnmerous References to otker 
Authorities, 4 vols. 

Economical Cookery for the Rich and Poor, by a Lady.* 

Essays, Philosophical and Literary. On Beauty, by Francis Jeffrey, 
Esq. Essays on Education. Government. The Liberty of the 
Presf, Prisons, and Prison Discipline, by James Mill, Esq.; with 
others on several interesting Topics, by various distinguished 
writers, 3 vols. 

Memoirs of the Marchioness of Larochejaqoelcin, the War in La 
Tendee, 8tc. From the French. •With an Introduction by Sir 
Walter Scott, Bart. 

Narrative of the Settlement and Present State of Van Diemen's Land, 
New Holland, and the Coasts and Islands of Australia, by Hugh 
Murray, F R.8 E. 8 vols.* 

History of British India, and of the Commerce of Europe with the 
Eastern Nations, 3 vols.* 

The Complete English Tradeiaian, directing hria in the several Parts 
and Progressions of Trade, adapted to the present State of the 
World, and the Commercial Enterprise of the various States and 
Governments thereof, 3 vols. 

Remarkable Providences, Disasters, and Escapes at Sea, 3 vols.* 

Life of Sir Isaac Newton, by Biot, translated from the French. 

Table-talk ; or Selections from Ana s containing extracts from the 
different collections of Ana, French, Italian, and English.* 

Collections for a History of Inventions, translated from the original 
German of John Beckman, Public Professor of Ecoaomyin the 
. University of Gottingen, with additions adapted to the arts, 
sciences, and manufactures of Great Britain.* 

A. Treatise en Road making, Rail-ways, Wheel-carriages, and the 
Strength of Animals, by George Buchanan, Esq. Civil Engi- 
neer.* 

Life and Adventures of Alexander Selkirk, containing his voyage to 
the South Seas, under Captain Dampier, residence in the island 
of Juan Fernandez, and other interesting particulars, being the 
real history of Robinson Crusoe, on which De Foe grounds his 
fictitious narrative. * 

Lives of the Reformers, Martin Luther, Melancthon, Cramner, Calvin, 
Zidngle, and John Knox> 3 vols.* 
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HeAllli aud LuDgcTKj. Kulti for the Pct^cnminp of HeaBlh and Ihe 
allainineal of Ixing Life, illiatraird b}i cnoriie Memoirt ef IndU 
*iduals in all agn Tcvarkahic for laDfc«ilj, 3 to1s.< 

The narrolivc of Bnice*i Tratcli in Abjtslnla, lo diicover the ioorcr 
uf Ihc Nile.* Wilhatifc of tbc aolhar, and >ome supplemen- 
tary information, -t vols. 

HiilOT) ofGreenlaDd.tbe Whale Fiihery, and of the Northcm Vo]- 
Bgei of DiscoTcry, by Ilugb Murray, F. R. S. IL. 8 vols.* 

iliilory of Ihe Esrib and AnimBled Nalurr, brin); a new lysteoi of 
naluml hiilory, on a popular plan, by J am e> Wi lion, Esq. assisted 
by (cveial di>lint;u]!ihej n.ilur.-ilislt, G toll- • 

Life of Alexander, Lmperar of Russia. • 

A Trenliie on ihe Principlei of Melallic and Paper Money, and Ibe 
Theory and Praclice of Eicbangei Hilhsvie« of the Contlilu- 
lion and lli&tory of Ibe Kauks of England, Venice, Amilerdam, 
France, HambDrf;h, and generally of the Paper Currency of the 
European Kingdomi, and of the United Slalei of America, by 
J.R. M'Culloch, Etq.' 

An nistorical and DetcripliTe Account of the Origin, Progreti, and 
present Stale of Ihe Alls of Priming, Kngratlog, Paper-uolcing, 
Type, found log, and Rook-binding, compiled from inlereslicg 
and Dalhentic «ourcei, by Richaid Thomson, 9 lols.* 

Blogrspliy of Illustrious British Staleimen. tiz. Sir William Teni|(lp, 
Lord Somen, LotdGodolpbin, Sir Roberl Walpolc, Lord Boling- 
broke, the Kighi lion. Henry Pelham, Earl of Chatham, Hdmund 
Burke, William Pill, Charles James Foi, Henry Dundas, Vi»- 
couol Melville, Lard Enkine, and others, 4 vuU.> 

Life of General Washinglan,8 vols.* 

Life of Benjamin Kranklin, irniten hy bimielf, 3 lolt- 

Life of Horalio, VUcount Nelson, 3 vols.* 

Life of Maf?, Queen of Scots, 9 vnls.* 

Biography of Diitingoished Individuals nho have ronlribuled la Ibe 
Dodero improiemenl of Art!, Sciences, Commerce and Maaafac- 

Sir Richard Arkwright, Spinning Machinery. 

Joseph Black, M.D, Chtmiitry. 

Maltben Boullon, Esq. Mechanical Invtnlivni. 

3. B rind Icy, Esq. Canal yarigatiiin. 

John Clerk, Esq. of Eldin, Infenlur of Iht Syifm «f Kavtl 

Taclic: 
William Ged, Goldsmilh, inotnlar ef Sfrcetj/pc Printing. 

Grcsham, Fovndet ef tkt Eggal Eichangt andGrti- 
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Andrew Meikle, Intientor of the Thrashing Machine^ with some 

notices of James Small, Plough'Wright 
Patrick Miller, R(;q. of DalswintOD, Steam Navigation^ ^e» 
Jotm Palmer, Esq. Mad Coaches. 
James Patterson, Founder of the Bank of Englandy Darien 

Expedition, Sfc, 
John Rennie, Bsq. BreaJt'ttater^ Plymouth^ fVaterloo Bridge^ 

and other National JVorJcs. 
John Watt, Esq. Steam Engine, l^c. 

Jostah Wcdgewood, Esq. Chemical Processes and Improvement 
In the Potftrtf, 
A Syvtdnstfc View of the more popular and practical parts of Ma- 
thematics, Natural Philosophy, and Chemistry, by William 
Wallace, Professor of Mathematics, University of Edinburgh, and 
others, 3 vols.* 
History, Principles, and Advantages of Benefit Societies, Banks for 

Savings, and Assurance on Lives.* 
Life of Napoleon, Enipcfor of France. • 
Military Life of Arthur, Duke of Wellington, by the Rev. G. R. 

Gleig, 3 vols.* 
Memoirs of (he two last years of King Charles the First, by Sir Tho- 

mais Herbert, Private Secretary to the King.- 
The Life of C. G. Lamoigpon Malesherbes, Minister of State to Louis 
the Sixteenth, translated from the French, by the Rev. Edward 
Mangin, A. M. 
The Chevalier D*Arvieox's Travels in Aralwa the Desert, giving a 
very accurate and entertaining acconnt of the RellgioA, CusfomSy 
Diversions, &c. of the Bedouins, or Arabians, &c« 
History of the Scottish Covenanters, illustrated by fac-similes of thift 
Original Covenant and Confession of Faith, signatures of the no- 
bility, gentry, clergy, and others throughout Scotland, who ad- 
hered to the same, from documents in possession of the editor, 
3 vols* * 
Account of the Bastile, and its most remarkable Prisoners. * 
Account of Ireland, Historical and Political, from the Revolution in 

the year 1688 to the present time, 2 vols.* 
Annals, Literary and Political, of the Lives of Dr. Samuel Johnson, 

Lord Byron, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 2 vols.* 
Travels in Sonth America, by Frederick, Baron Humboldt, in asse* 

elation with A. Bonpland, translated from the French, 5 vols.* 
An Account of the Embassy to the Kingdom of Ava, in the year 
1795, )>y Michael Symes, Esq. M^or in his Miyesty's 7dth Regi- 
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ment. • To irhicb arc added, NarralivCj of the lale Mililarj and 
Polilical OperaltaDE ID the Burnme Tcrrilory, cbicSj from the 
commnnicalioDS of an Officer in ibc Briliib arm;, 4 lals. 

A Detailed and Aallientlc Hiilor; of Ibe Battle of Walerloo, b; a 
Brillsh Otlicrr,* 

A Description of the Eait, and Eoine other Coontriei t Egypt, the 
Holy land. Syria, Mnopalamia, Cjpras, and CandU; coolain- 
io; oh<Fr*aiinnt on Ihe Iilands of the Arcbipelaga, Asia Minor, 
Greece, and snme olber part* of Europe, bj Richard Pococke, 
DO. r.r.h-^i, of Mralh,* wilb UluitraliTC notes, 4 roll. 

HiXorj' of Mudern Grrrce, and the Ionian lilaodi ( nilb a *irw of 
the Decline of the Turkish Ascendency on Ibe Grecian Cootiocnt, 
and a iketrh of the Rrvolulionary War, 8 toll. • 
Coup iracies.— The Abbe St. Real's Coospiracy of Ibe Spaniard! 
against Venice, translated from (he Italian. 

Accoonl of Ihe Conspiracy of Fiesco against the Repnblic of GeDoa, 
hy Ibe Cardinal de Itrlz. 

The Rise pnd Fall of Ma'sanicllo, ibe Fitberman of Naples, by Jamet 
Huwell. 

Mrmoirs of Aleiander Murray, D.n. Professor of Oriental tangosg^ 
in Ibe UaiTCrnly of Edinhnrgb, coDlainiag a Penonal Nnrralife 
ofbit own Life, Original Correspondence, and the BiogrDphical 
Notice, hy Sir Henry Moncricf Wellwood, Baroncl. * 

The English Jest Book, consisting of many hundred originals, aho 
leleclions from Joe Miller, Braa Nasb, Sberidan.and Ullerwiu, 
with aulbenllc aaecdolet.* 

History of Ihr Discovery, Reiolulions, and Present State, Political 
and CoDiniercial, of ihe Continent of America, S voli. • 

The Trarel! of Francis Bern ier, and his acconnt of Ibe Court of the 
Great Mogul, ■ irilh aoles and illnitrationi from modern anlhori- 
tiei and recent Travels in Persia, 9 loli. 

British Sermon Writers. Eilracia from Jeremy Taylor, Borrowi 
Clarke, Tillolson, Sonlb. Sherlock, Blair, Palcy, and olhet 
eminent divines, selected by John Clayton, Esq. 3 vols,* 

UniTcisal Oatetleer, 3 vols.* 

A new General Atlas. * 

Select British Drama. 

Select Brititb Poels. 
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MURRAY'S NATIONAL LIBRARY. 



The'nezt fs that of Mr. Marray, under the title of The National 
LiBRART of Popular Knowledge, aod is ao improvement, in some 
respects, upon the plan of Mr. Constable. 

The selection is likewise good, but not so rich and raried aa the 
first. 

The National Library of Popular Knowledge, com- 
prising Original Treatises, written expressly for 
this work, by the most celebrated authors ; in the 
following divisions ; 

1. History. 

2. Science and Art. 

3. Miscellaneous Literature. 



** S»elng thai tiMwrlcdge is of the number of Ihow thtngi whJdi are to be aeetptedef 
trith caution and distinction ; being now to open a fountain^ euch a$ it is not esutjf 
to diteem where the itnies and ttreame theret^f uiU tmke and fall / I tboughl it 
food and necenary, in the first place, to make a strong and sound head or bank, to mlo 
and goidathe couraeof the waters, by setting down this po*itfon, namely, ra at all Kmow- 

lapoa U to U fMUVOD BY RUiaiOM, AH9 TOBB aBTBBEBD TO UsB ARO ACTIOB.** 

LordBtcofu 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

The object of THE NATIONAL LIBRARY is to supply, in a 
cheap and condcDsed fomi, a body of the most practical, instructirc^ 
and amusing information ; adapted particnlarly io the wants of 
yoang persons, and of that immense number of readers, who possess 
a itroDS deiire for- knowltdge, without having the vieans of access to 
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tolamioaas and ciproiive norfc*. The pobllcalioiii vlilch>re Kilhin 
Ihe Tcach of lhi< large and imporluil pail or [he cumiaDDily, are 
rilfapr HI tivitdl >n Ibejr ranj^r, or to jinMile io ihrir execution, Ibat 
they Tail (o taxHtj ihe iolrlleclual appetite which Ihe diffusion nnd 
improtement of rduration hace railed forth, ll i^ to be reaiorked 
Ibal, with iome few itrikiogeiceplioDt, the general literature of our 
coiinlrr ll eilhtr tiirrfiei lo men of leisure sod risearch, and ii 
therefore bnllty and diffuse-*or >l is frillered down into meagre and 
ipiritlns oulliges, adapted on]; for verj jurentle capscjtin. In addU 
^an to Ibe individuals deilruus of acquiring kooHledge, wbo are Ihua 
embarrasied ip the choice of'booki, a^SDcialioni eataUiibed b; tbe 
people for their mental improlemeul ali>n require the mntr rial i For 
fbrmiog (uilable librarieii II ha* becoior a character iitic of the 
preseol age, thai nhild nil pertoni are aniious lo acquire lolid sad 
tiieful informalion, they are dc^irooa lo arrive at the acquiiilion by 
Ihe thortctt roads : far Ibe knonledge vihich is spread over a targe 
lurface requires a degree <i( leuore and industry to Ulaio U, icarcelr 
coBipatible nith Ihe ordinary dulift of life. To collect the icallered 
elements of usefnl Iparninf;, atid jiie liiem a shape ihal msj be tailed 
lo the circuniilaticet and hnhiu nf all rlanei of a reflecting and 
inqoiiiog population, it Ibe object of ibe puhliivtioa ooir pro- 
It is nrCHtary partirnlBtly lo poini ool, that il does not form X 
pan of nut plan lo republish eniire ilandard works of tcienliSc or 
mbcellaneoni lilerature. It it t>iv ^culiat ol\)ecl lo condense Ihe 
inrormation which it tcaltered throDgh voluminnut and eipenilvc 
books, intn ihF form and lubitapce of Original Treatises. Our ia- 
lentios lo supply a body of papular ioslrnciiuti and amusemeiil will 
he belter nbi.i>n«l by Ibu coodcniloD, >luji by multiplying teleGtiaai 
from ettabli>bed authon. 

The divItiDOs of popular knowledge in n bicb ihe National Ubiar; 
■I krranged, nill campreticad, in dislincl Itealiser, the most iaiporUnt 
braacbet of ceucral iarornaliuii. Tbey will ptYsent Ibe doh valHablc 
and inlemlieg arliclei of an Encyclopedia, in a form accessible lo 
CTcry descriplinn of pcnons. 

Tfaii inelhed of publication appeari to be recommended by toaoj 
importaot advantages. Vheo oae article grows obsolete by Ihe lapse 
of time, admistioa may be given lu a Dew article, coibrHcuv cvwj 
recent discovery of the particular arl or science lo which it refen, 
wilhanl drrangiog or replacing tbe whole of Ihe noik' The operoiit 
charge now inflicted u^ian Ihe purcbasere of Eacjclopediat by dcw 
editlont. as wcUas Iheaccesiily of having recourse lo Itecltuos) u- 
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pediEUt of lapplemeot), will beemirely abTinted t but, whal appean 
to us still more importaut, aiich a publicalioa niU cDBble those whn 
dcToletbemiclvn In p;irlicular arU or scirnces, or who are dairouf 
to cullitate any purtirular braucb of Uleralurr, to purchaEC treatiiu 
adapted to thrlr inditiduol pnnail), in a lepurale mid disliact form. 
Erer; maa will thai have il in bii power, (o make np for hitngelf a 
■eleclion uf werin perfeclljrnKreeable to bis own tnsre. Tbc lerin 
of (reatim will be tnHclenlly comprrhemiTe tu rradnr tl nnDecei- 
iarj Eveo fur well-inroroied men to bave recourse to more pDoderoni 
warke ; and every (reaiiie being; complete to tlulf .will possess a 
Talae and an intereil, from lu own Inlriujc reGommendBtiam, inde- 
pendenl of l(> connection with (he general teri«. 

The rdllon feel authorised in staling tlinl the several worki 

literature. 
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY. 

The following list will furnish a general idea of many of Ibe lub- 
Jaeti of which the Trealisei will coasisi i and il is eisentinl lo bear in 
mind that, with the eieaptioD of a few •ubjecis of peeuliar interest, 
that may extend to several Tolnmes, each work will be complete 
either in a part or parts, or ia a lolume. 
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I. HISTORY. 
Hiilory of tke Jewi, from tbeir Origio (a their DitpenioB ; wUb 
nolicei of their parlinl Re-unioa in lariouB cuaalrjes, aod a *icw 
of (he Propbeciei concerning (beir RnlOTBlian. 

tbe Progroi of Chrutianilj, lo Ihe Rise of ibe Papal Uiur- 

Ihe Reformation ia Cermauy. 

the Rfformatioa io England and Scotland. 

■ tbe Religious Wan in France, conieqDeDt upon the Re- 

formalioD ; with a SnpplciDeDtarjr Memoir on the .Roocalioo of 
tbe Edict of Nantes. 

. Ihe Crusades for llip Recoierj of the HolyScpDlchie ; wilb 

> Memoir of Ihe ChiTalrie obd Religiora Orden of Europe. 



History of Greece. 

Ihe Oltoman Empire. 

' ihe Feudal Times. 

General HIslnry of England, lo Ibe occenion of George the 

Foonh. 
Seenrsand Chararlers of the English Wars in France, under Edward 

Ihe Third, Richard Ibe Second, Henry the Fifth, and Henrj the 

Sixth. 
Scenejaad Cbaracleri of tbe Citil Wan of Englaod, during the Reign 

of Charlei the Fin I. 
Hiitor; of the Peninsular War. 

Litei of Briliib Slateimeti, from Alfred the Great lo William Pill. 
Liies of British Warriors, from Edward Ihe Black Prince to Ibe Dnke 

ofWellingtoD. 
Dom«lic History of England i represenling the Progreii of Society 

Tcilb retpcct to Cuiloma, Haoners, Langoage, and Dailj Ufe, 

from the period of the Nonnan Cooqneat to tbe pre*ent time. 
History of Scotland. 

I re] nod. 

Caueral Hiitory of Fraoce, to the JtEcnf LiOaiilbt Fiftteiitb. 
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Biliary of the Freacb Reiolatiao. 
Italy, rrom ihe Dcstruclir 

Germiuiy, igclading the Kingdom of Auslrii 

Slam of the Germaaic ConfederBlioD. 

' MiidPrn India, from the earliest Settlemcnl« uf Ihe Euio- 

putai tn the prrseat lime. 

Holland and Belgium. 

Swrdfn, Denmark, and NoTvaj. 

Ituttift and Palaod. 

Norib America. 

Snulh Amerifii. 

UaiTcrsal Clirooology. 



II. SCIENCE AND ART. 

LlTei of Eminent Phil Mopben, pomitngonllbeiDllaeDeeortbetrdb' 
eoveriei in Iliin^ Ihe Principle! of Science ! including Memoirs 
of Bncnn, NphIuit, Galileo, Cnpcrnirus, Kepler, Descartes, 
Henche), Bnylc, Herrey, Napier, FraDklin, Prleidey, Wall, 
Buffon, LinOEus, &c. &e. 

Hiilorj of British Arts and MannfaclureB ; traclnii; the Progren of 
laTcntioiia tn Ihe great Branchei of National Indnslry. 

Iliitory and Praclicnl Account of the Sleam-EDEine. 

Chemitlry Practically lUnilreted, in il> appllcalioa to the Art). 

Outlines of Astronomy. 

Opiici. 

Magneti™, Kicctricily, and Galvanism. 

■ Geoiogy and Mineralogy. 

Meteorology. 

Political Economy Popularly Explained and illaslraled hy Facts. 

History and Practice of Agriculture, and Ihe Management of Cattle. 

Horliculliire. 

The Works of Nature; being a complete History and Classlficalioo 
of Ihe various Species of Quadrupeds, Birds, Fiihn, Reptiles 

Botaoy Displayed, upon the LioniEan and more recenl Systems. 
The Popular Knowledge of Uiseases, with a View lo their Prevention 
and First Trealmecl. 



[ 
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The Works of Arl; beiog an Accoanl, Hiilarical and Ducrltc 
tWe, of all ibF great MonDmrnls of Anltqnllf, and Ihe mosl re* 
markable Edififn of Mndcro Times. 

The Hislory and Pnielice of Archilcclnrc, and Cirtl EogiDceriDg. 



III. MISCELLAKEOUS LITERATIIRK. 

LrTKofGrralDitiDCSof Ihe English Church i wllh Selec-jDm rrom 

their Works. 
ThcETideacei ofNatnral sad Revealed Religion, populnrTy arranged 

rmm the Warki of Berkdej, Buller, Leslie, Paley, SlUliagOeet, 



The Elemcnl; of Moral Philosnph^r. 

A Gnaiieudiuin ufibe LaiFs of England, a<I a pled la Praelical Objetli. 

Tbe B>a|;raiih> of EngLiih Lileialarei compriiJag Ifae Li(u of Ihe 

mo*l dislinfUHbcd Aatbon. 
Tbe Biocrapby of Ike Fiae Arlt^ tmapritimg Ihe Lifes of the Dost 

illiultioug Painlen, Sculplort, ArcliU«l>,andUiBiciaD9. 
Hntorjof »><:Bagl>»hSlneP, frntB tlw linM! ofSbiktpcafe ; wUhNo- 

tieei of Ihe Liwi, and Selections fmin the Work!!, of (he great 

Dramalisli. 
HiMory of Rsmapr^j iDcluding Critical Notices and SpeciiaeH «f ibe 

Wnrks of Fielion of the Eutopeao and Asiatic Nation. 
The Mariner's Compass, foDDing a hiilar} of Ibe progrH* of IJasi- 

gafion. 
Uemoirs of English Voyages Roasd Ike World ; iocludjns UuMesf 

Drake, Rogers, Dampirr, Anton, ByroD, Wollis, Carteret, Ca«k, 

&c. 
Msmain of English Voyago and Travels of Discovery ; iacludioi; 

those of Fliaderd, 9corei1>y, Rons, Ljuo, Carry. Franklio, &c. 
Alt AccouDl of Ifae British Colaii<« ; foTming a hidory of Ihdr Nalti> 

ral PrudiictioDS Comnmce, and CiTtt Itulitatiua*. 
APnpolar View of the Commerce, Maoufaciure!, and Public Insttlu- 

tioD&ofthe Large Trading Ciliea and Towns of Great BrUua; 

caUected from origlBal and aulhcotlc niatGn j via. — 
LoDdon. 
Liverpool, Bristol, Hall. 
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Manchester, Birmiogham, Sheffield. 
NoUiogham, Coventry, Leicester, Worcester^ Leedi. 
Glasgow, Paisley, Aberdeen, Dundee. 
Dublin, Cork, and iielfast. 

Canals and Rail-ways, being the history and description of the most 
important of these undertakings in the British Empire. 

The Natural and Commercial History of Fisheries. 

Remarkable Trials, selected and abridged from the original antbentic 
records, with historical and other illastratiYe observatiom. 

Narratives of Great National Calamities. 

Narratives of Personal Danger and Snifering, collected from authentic 
•owcest 

Narratives of Shipwrecks. 

Anecdotes of Successful Industry $ comprising the Lives of Individu- 
als most remarkable for the elevation of their fortunes by talent 
and perseverance. 

Anecdotes of Eccentricity $ comprising the Lives of Individoals most 
remarkable for peculiarities of character and conduct* 

The Book of Sports i tracing the history, and exemplifying the prac- 
tice, of all popular games and pastlmei. 



LONGMAN'S 
LIBRARY OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE. 

The third is tbatof Messrs. Longman, entitled the Library of Useful 
Knowledge, and seems to be more confined to works of Science, Phi- 
losophy and History. 

Library of Useful Knowledge, or a Series of Elemen- 
tary Treatises upon the various branches of Phi- 
losophy, History, and Art. 

The want of Elementary Treatises for instructing all classes of the 
community in the Tarions branches of knowledge, particularly in the 
Sciences, and the Arts connected with them,'haTing been long expe- 
rienced by the friends of education, the committee for the difitision of 
useful knowledge have adopted such measures as appeared best calcu- 
lated to supply this defect ; and with this view Messrs* Longman, 
Rees, Orme, and Co. will, under their sanction and superintendence, 
begin the publication of a Series of Treatises 4>n the I5th of Febru- 
ary, 182T. 

R 



82 LtBRARIEfl OP CSEFDL KNOWLEDGE. 

Each SciratiSc Trealise wilt contain an Expasilion of (be FuO' 
daiiiFDlal Priociptci of •onte Brancli oF Scieocr, — thrir proofs 
add ilUttralioni, — Ibeir Bp|ili cation to pritclical ma, and la chp 
expUnolion of facU or appearanc«. 

For Ibis purpose, Ibe greairr DiTislaitiof Kiiowlcil);e will be 
inbili*idn] iolo Branches; and if une of itane Subdivisions or 
Braorbrs cannot be snSciently taugbt in a linele Treatbe, i( will 
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pdbliah tboac TVeatim 6nt thai handle idbjecl) the know- 
ledge of which iiueceisSTjf for nndenlanding (hose which fallow. 

4. Thui— Ae greatdiTision of Natural Knowledge, com in a nlj aal led 
Naloral FhilosophT, will be suhdicided into diSrreDl hrTinchei, 
■>, Elemenlarj AMrononiy — Mechanical Pawen — Application 
of Ibeicto Macbinerj — H<rdratlatics— Hydradlics— Pnedmalics 
— Opticj— F,!eclricily— Magnelism. Srvcral Practical Trcailils 
will be given on Dialting-Millnork— Optical InXrumeals ; and 
Treatitei on Geometry, Algebra, and Trlganometry, will bcpub- 
liabcd before extending Natural Pbiloiophj to the higher 
brancbn, of Dynamici, Hydrodynamics, aod Physical Astrono- 
nj, — it being the object of thu pnblicalioa to enable person 
who may not hnve the assistance ofeiperieoced teacben, or may 
prefer learning by theniseli«, lo acqoire step by step (he whale 
of any depart in en I of science wbich inletesl or ioctinatian may 
lead them to study. 

5. To each Treatiie will be iDbjoined a reference to the works or 
partiof works in which Iboamrsobject is handled moreat large, 
with iDgsnlioBi for enabling the student, who niay feel to dii- 
poied, la pnweciKbii studies furlber. 

D. Each Trralise will consist of abaul (birty-lwo pages ocIbto, 
printed so as to contain above ooe hundred ardidary ocIBTO pages, 
with neat eograiingi on wood, sod tables, ll will be sold far 
■ii pence 1 and twa will appear every monlh~«D tbe fits! and 
Gfleeolh. Heading Societies, Mechauict' Inllitntioos, and Edu- 
calioti Comioltleeg in (he Country, will be fnraiihed wilh sup- 
plies at a liberal discount. 

T. The First Treatise, oa Elementary Aslronamy, will be published 
am the 15th of February ; and ibcre wilt be giceu gratis, od thai 
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<day, ao Introdactory Discourse apoa theAdvantai^es and Plea- 
sures derived from tbe pursuits of Science. The followiiis are 
amoDf^ the subjects which will be taught in tbe coorse of the 
eighteen months. The extra Treatises are marked *. 



.£lementary Astronomy — (^d 

TreatUe.) 
Mechanical Powers. 
Practical Mechanics. 
Mechanical Anatomy. 
Hydrostatics. 
Hydraulics. 
Pneamatfcs. 
Optics. 
Electricity. 
Magnetism. 

• Dialling. 

• Millwork. 

* Optical Instrnmeots. 

• Strength of Materials. 
Plane Geometry. 
Solid Geometry. 
Algebra. 

Algebraic Geometry. 
Conic Sections. 
Dynamics. 
Hydrodynamics. 
Pbyiical At tronofliy. 

• Observatories. 

* Astronomical Instruments. 
« Gonnery and Fortification. 

• Land Surveying. 

* Navigation. 
Heat.— 2 Treatises,) 

* Thermometer and Pyrometer. 

* Steam Engine. 
Affinity. 

Chemical Apparatus and Pro* 
jcetset. 



Definite Proportions. 

Electro-Chetnistry. 

Objects of Chemistry— (4 Trea- 
tises.) 

Geology— fa Treatises,) 

Chemical Fonctipns of Animals. 

Chemical Functions of Vegeta- 
bles. 

Meteorology. 

* Dyeing. 

* Bleaching. 

* Assaying. 
Strvctnre of Plants. 
Functions of Plants. 
Diseases of Plants. 
Geography of Plants. 
Arrangement of Plants. 
Uses of Plants. 

General Principles of Agricul- 
ture. 

Agricultural Bnrldings and Ma- 
chinery. 

Management of Fknn. 

Breeding of Cattle. 

Fattening of Cattle. 

Diseases of Cattle. 

* Farriery. 

* Hop-planting. 

* Sheep-fimning- 

* Dairy-farming. 

* Woods and Timber. 

* Potatoes, Cottage and Spade 
Husbandry. 



(ieograpl)}?. 



The aeccsfilii of same acquainlaiice Kitb GeagtApbj will nol be 
ditpotcd, DO pari of learning is more necesiarv than ihe kaoirledge 
or the siluHlion ornBlinm on which tbeir inleresti generally depeod; 
irihe foong man be dedicaled (o any uf Ihe Icaroed proresiioDi, il it 
scarcely pmsiblc fbal he nill Dot be obliged lo apply himielf, in 
lome pan of big life, to Ihii study, as no oilier branch of literature 
can be fully comprebeDded wilhoal it. Dr. JalmtQii. 

WiLKE.vsoN. Atlas Classics, quarto, coloured, 

2/ lOs {•„!. 
Smith. A Classical Atlas, quarto. 
D'Anville. An Ancient Atlas, by D'Anville, folio, 

3/. 
A Compendium of Ancient Geography, by tlie same 

author, 2 vols, octavo, 1/ Is- 



Uenxeli.. The Geography of Herodotus, by Major 

Ren n el I. 
Memoir of a Map of Ilindostan, and of the FeniDSuIa 

of India. 

snAiicinlGvdfTMphjiVill vcqrv hlma ImMInc ume la tbe Utcrmrj aaoih at 
Gmt Brill Id. 

Of the writings of the Ancient Geographers a few only 
have been transmitted to the present time ; the 
principal of these are Strabo, Ptolemy, Pompo- 
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nius Mela, and Stephanus Byzantimis. Among 
the moderns who have illustrated Ancient Geogra- 
phy are Cluverius, Cellarius, D'Anville, Gosselin^ 
and Major Rennell, whose researches have shed a 
flood of light on the geography of the classic his- 
torians. 

Of the period of the middle ages we have no geographical work 
extant, that can afford any jast idea of the new order of things intro- 
duced into Europe by the different people of Germany, after the sob- 
version of the Roman Empire in the fifth century. 

Arrowsmith. a New. General Atlas, quarto, by 
Arrowsmith, containing sixty maps, 2/ 12s 6df 
1826. 

PiNKERTON. An Atlas of Modern Geography, by 
John Pinkerton, folio, 91 9s, 

Modern Geography, S vols, quarto, 5/ 5^. 

■■ abridged, octavo, 18s. 

These works are highly esteemed. 

Thomson's Edinburgh Atlas, royal folio. 

Edinburgh Gazetteer, or Geographical Dictionary, 
comprising a complete body of Geography, Phy« 
steal. Statistical, and Commercial, in six volumes, 

octavo, 5/85. 
. ■ abridged, in one volume, octa- 

vo, 18^. 

ThJa work ma; be considered as (he most complete bod; of geographical MlaBce 
extant. 

MaltbBrun. a System of Universal Geography, 
in seven volumes, octavo, by M. Malte Bran, 
Alis. 

The plan of thb work Is ezaellent, and the arnmgement is tki saperlov to aiij 
other woik of the Und extant* 
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Tfck ttninrol geographer hai rurally paid the debt of nataTF, bnl 
be li>«l lu redder everj sniilaDce lo Ibe edilor of the Eogliih liau- 
latiiia. >'o good library oogbl to be wilhoal litis traly ricellcnt pei^ 

GoTHRiE. A Geographical Grammar, oetavo, by 
Guthrie, bound, l8i. 

A System of Geography, quarto, nUh an atlaa in 
quarto, 3/ 3s. 

Goldsmith. A System of Popular Geograpliy, nu- 
merous plates, one thick volume, ISmo. los. 



Bbookes. a General Gazetteer, octavo, 19>, ISmo. 

6j. 
Walees. General Gazetteer, by Walker, octavo. 

Us. 
Capper. A Topographical Dictionary of the United 

Kingdom, by B. Capper, in octavo, 1/ 11* 6d, 



Sebastian Mangier may be considered as lie reslorer of thestudy of 
geograpby, who pnbliihcd a ler; rulaDiinavs cosmographical work in 
1^50- SiDce the revival of literature, Alelins Gerard Mercaloi, Va- 
lenius, Janion, Blueo, and Visrber, amang Ifae Dulcb and FleniEh, 
bare diilingniibed IhemielTet by Ibeii mapi aud other geographical 
■orkt. To tbeM may be added Samoa, De Lble, Casslni, D'AnTillr. 
Zaononi. Buache, Menklte, Bnicbing, and Chauchard, amoDg the 
French and CermaD) ; and, lastly, though the study of tbia iinporlaQt 
uienee has oaly trcen of late yean peculiarly cultivated io Great 
Brilaia, jel Ibe gcograpbical worki and maps of Arronimilb, Reif 
bHI, Pinherton, and Playfair, have redeclcd eqnal credit on Ihelt 
coDDlry aod the sabjecl Ibey have illuitraled. To the eiteniioo of 
geographical knowledge Dolhiog bai more eSeclually contributed 
Ihan the different loyaget of disconery that bate been nnderlakea 
«iilhm the loit hondred yean, under (be palrooagc of Ibe differeal 
a ot Europa and America. Amsng theie the TOyage* and 
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frftvels of Lord Aosob, Captains Cook, Byron, Wallis, and Carteret ; 
uf Bougainville, Dixon, Meares, Vancouver, Perouse, Muogo Park, 
Humboldt, and Bonpland, Lord Valentia, Mackenzie, Weld, Col* 
Pike, Ross, Parry, I.yon, Hall, Kotzebue, Weddell, Burckhardt, 
Belzoni, Denbam, Biircbell, and Sir Robert Ker Porter, hold a dis- 
Unguisbed rank. 



Cnslusf) literature. 

Ramsay observed, Literature is upon the growth •, it is in its spring 
IB France; here it is rather passee. 

Johnson. Literature was in France long before we had it. Pari* 
was the second city for the revival of letters. Italy bad it fint, to be 
sore. What have we dose for literature, equal to what was done by 
the Stephani and others in France? Our literature came to us through 
France. Cazton printed only two books, Chaucer and Gower, that 
were not translations from the French i aad Cbaocer, we knew, teek 
much from the Italians. No, sir, if literature be in its spring in 
France, it is a second spring: it is after a winter. We are now be« 
fore the French in literature, but we had it long after them. 

^ BoswelVs Johnton. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

The iGience of books, for so bibliography is sometimes dignified, 
may deserve the gratitude of a public who are yet insensible to the 
useful zeal of those book practitioners, the nature of whose labours 
is still so imperfectly comprehended. 

The Abbd Rive speaking of a Bibliographer, exclaimed, — *' He 
chained together the knowledge of whole generations for posterity, 
and he read in future ages." 

D'Israeli says, there are few things by which we can so well trace 
the history of the human mind as by a classed catalogue with dates ot 
the first pnblication of books ; even the relative prices of books at 
different periods, their decline, and then their rite, and again their 
fall, form a chapter in this history of the human mind. 

The gradual depreciation of a great author marks a change ia 
knowledge or in taste. 



I 
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DESCRIPTION OF A BIBLIOSUNIAC. 

In error ahttloale. In wiangling loud, 
For Irillrt eager, posilivr, and proud i 
Deep ID Ibe darkncBt of dull aulbors bred, 

Wlial ev'ry duDCe rrnin ev'ry daDghill drew. 



USES OF BIBUOGRAPHY, 

Many IMTCta we diicover In bibliographj. Greal wrilen nnsliil* 
led in Ibii icienceof books, bave Ireqaentlj used dereclive edilioDi, 
w Home did the callraled Wbilelocke ; or, like Robenion, tbc; are 
ignoranl of even Ihe sources of Ihe knowledge Ibey would i;i^e ihe 
public, or tbe> coaipo»e uu asubjeclntiich.too lale, ibe; discover had 
been an I ici paled. 

Bibliogr-iphy vrill ihew whal ha) been done, and saf^nt lo our in- 
icolion nhai i( wanled- M.-iny have nflrn prolracled Iheir. Journey 
Id a road Kliich bad olread; been norn oul by [he wheels which hod 
(jarened it i bibliography unruUs ibc whole map af ibc caoolry we 
purpose iravelling oier, the poil rondi, and ihe hye paths. 

D'Uraeli. 



Pliny and Scueca give very safe adiice on reading ; Ibal we sliould 
read mnch but not many booka. But tbey bud do mouibly list of new 
public all BDi. !>ince tbrlr day) otben have favoured ub wilbmetbodi 
of study and catalogue) of books to read, 'vain allcmpli to clrcum- 
■cribc Ibal invincible code of haman knowledge wfaich ii perpetually 
enlarging llself. We ore now in waul of an art to leach bow books 
ore lo be read ratber Ihau not lo read (bcm ; such an art a pracli- 
cable. 

UBIIARIES IN AMERICA. 

The largest in Ihe connlry ii Ibal of Harvard College, which is now 
said lo conlain 25,000 lolnmes ; six or eight year? sjnre it had little 
more Ihan lialf Ibal nomlier, and tbi^ rapid increase affords a pleasing 
proor of Ike irnproviog state of instrucliou. Next in contequeoce 
il tbat of Philadelphia, being Ihe Cily and ibe Logan Librarie* 
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UDited which make together about 90,000 tolumes. The Boston 
Athenseam Library has 12,000, and the Philadelphia about 6,000. 

Besides these, the remaining public libraries are those of the other 
colleges, which are all Inconsiderable, from 8,000 down to a few hun- 
dreds ; those of the literary and scientific societies, none of which are 
important enough to be particularly mentioned, and lastly, the social 
libraries, as they are called, beiug small collections of books made 
up in the country towns, by subscription, which are about equal in 
value and number to those nicely matched octodecimos that are put 
into a gilt and lacquered box for children, and dutinguished by the 
name of a joTenile library. These out of the question (for it is quite 
impossible to calculate their number), all the other public libraries of 
every kind, do not contain above 150,000 volumes, of which not more 
than 30,000 arc distinct works, for as they form so many diierent 
libraries, they are of course made up of multiplied copies of the 
same. This, then, is the whole compass of learning which the most £»• 
voured American scholar has to depeqd upon* 

It is uncertain what is the number of books now extant in all lan- 
guages. I have used a library of 850,000 volumes, which contained 
no duplicate, and it was so perfeet, that it was difllcuU to ksk for an 
author not to be found in it. The largest library in Europe contains 
near 400,000 volumes, duplicates not included, and perhaps it may 
be aboot right to estimate the whole number of printed books in the 
world At 500,000. This being the case, America furnishes about one 
seventeenth of the means necessary for extending learning to the ut- 
most, and about one thirteenth of what ih^ city of Paris alone aff»rdi. 
Another comparison will show her poverty in a manner eqnallj 
striking. Germany contains thirty millions of people, who have two 
millions of books in public libraries for their instruction, excluiifc 
of those of the sovereign princes, which are always accessible to 
scholars. America contains ten millions of people, who have 150,000 
books for the same purpose. But the ten millions in Germany are 

m«re read than the 150,000 in America. 

By an American Writer* 

The state of learning in the eighth century may be coigectured 
from the poetic catalogue of books in the celebrated library of Eg- 
bert, Archbishop of York, which, as Mr. Sharon Turner says, is the 
oldest catalogue of books, perhaps, existing in all the regions of litera- 
ture, certainly the oldest existing In England. This curious docu- 
menty which is In Latin, has been imitated ; It opens thus:— 
Here duly placed on consecrated ground, 
The itadied works of many an age are found, 

8 
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Thcancirnl falbcn' rt.crcEcl rrmains, 

Tbc Roman Uwi which freed a world rrom chaioi. 

Wbale'er of lotfpatsfd from immorlal Greece, 

To Larium landi, and Esioed a rich inctciue i 

Ail that blrtl Israel drank in ibowen from beaTcn, 

Or Afric ihcdi, lofl as (he dew of mo : 

Jerom, Ihe falber 'mong a tbousaad bobi. 

And Hilarj, wfawe leaie profusely noi. 



Cicero wrilinp Id Anient, jajs, "Tnkr care yon do not pert wilb 
jDOr librBF} lo any man, for I am letting apart all m} liltle rents lo 
poichase that relief Fnrmy old age, for I do not dnpair of my being 
able to makr rhein mine, wbich if 1 can compass, I (ball thfnk ray- 
self richer than Cnmuf , and d« pise the Sneiillasand prdeni of 
tbemall" In a third teller, hesayi, "Tbat he had placed all hii 
hopes of comfort and pleaiDre. whcDerer be abonld retire from butU 



STYLE. 

Good >tyle it foDoded on good ksK) and Ibe bed language ■* 
deliTtred with the leair labour. II may be GgnraliTe. florid, orna- 
menlrd, and bighly poliibed ; still it mnsi be clear, eaiy, oalnral, 
and uoa&ecled. Ii can never offend Ibe ear, encumber the sense, or 
perplex Ihe (boughls. li avoids long and (edloui ien(encr>: it ii 
Inconir, yet etprestine : full, not crowded : it iinilei perspicuous 
bretily wilh allic elegance. 

Wben il wasatkcd of Pyrriaus what he eileemed tbe Snl qualily in 
an oralor. he replied — Pronunciation. VVbal Ihe lecond ? — Pranuo- 
cialion. And Ibe iblrd P — Prontincialion. 

Virgil pronounced his o*n verges wilb such a seduction, sweeiness, 
and fascinating grace, thai, according to Seneca, Julius Montanua 
used to say. " Ihat he could ileal Virgil's verses, if he could ileal hii 
voice, expression, and gesture ;" for tbe tame verses that sounded to 
rapture when Virgil read tbem, were, in a manner, barsb and mule in 
tbe moulii of onolLer. 

Tbe oralioQS uf Ibe philosopher Favorlaus, in Ibe days of Hadrian, 
were so impresiiie on bis bcaren, I bat tbe Romans who understood 
not Greek, were cbarmed into comprehension by Ihe lone of bis voice, 
the modulilion oF his periods, and the harmony of look and gesture 
that perfected tbe whole. 
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"When ^chioet bad been bBDbhed Atheot, he pronoviiced before 
a general assembly of Rbodians, an oration be had formerly delWered 
at Athens, in accusation against Ctesiphon, of seditious tendency. On 
the day following he pronounced the defence, as it had been delitered 
by Demosthenes. At the conclusion, observing the emotion of his 
audience, iEschioes exclaimed, *' How would ye have felt, my friends, 
had ye heard the lion in person roar his declamation ? ** 



CHOICE OF BOOKS. 

The ReTerend Mr. Astle, of Ashbourne, in Derbyshire, brother to 
the learned and ingenious Thomas Astle, Esq. was from his early 
years known to Dr. Johnson, who obligingly advised him as to his 
studies, and recommended to him the following books, of which a 
list, which he has been pleased tu cuiuoiunicttte, lies before me in 
Johnson's own band-writing. 

Universal History, (Ancient) 

Rollin*s Ancient History. 

Puffendorf 's Introduction to History. 

Vertot's History of the KnighU of Malta. 

■ Revolution of Portugal. 

■ — Sweden. 

Carte*ft History of England. 

Geographical Grammar. 

Prideauz's Connection. 

Nelson's Feasts and Fasts. 

Duty of Man. 

Clarendon's History. 

Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

— — — Logic. 

Nature Displayed. 

Lowth's English Grammar. 

Blaekwall on the Classics. 

Sherlock's Sermons. 

Burnet's Life of Hale. 

Dupin's History of the Chnrth. 

Shnckford's Connections. 

Law's Serious CalU 

Walton's Complete Angler. 

England's Gazetteer. 

Goldsmith's Roman History. 

Some Commentaries on the Bible. 
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Bacon. The Works of Lord Francis Bacon, 10 

vols, octavo, with a portrait, 51 bs. 
Aho a new edition edited by Basil Montagu, Esq. in 

IS volumes, octatn, 4' \Gs. 

The orlglEil amBennl i> nuoml In Ibli edilioii ; tnulilkai u aeO u Ihc 
sriglDal at (II Ibe Lalln miki, wllh CDpluui \ainn, m. Km Ibe KiH llm^, 

Lord Bacon nai Ihe grcalcil gFHiu, Iliat England, or perhaps no; 
olbcr couniry, ever produced. Up laid down in his Novum Orgajiam 
^5e wholt meihod Ihal Descartes aflpmard, fnlluwcd. 

There is an edition of the Advaneeoient of Learning 

hy Bacon, with the Quotations translated, an 

Analysis, and General Index, crown octavo, 

lOs 6d. 

When Qnren Elizabelb, after the defeat of tbe Spaniih Armada, 

weni • in tolrmn procrssion lo St. Paul'i, to return Iban1c< lo Che 

Almi^hii for ihe tignal vidor; that had hecu obrainrd, Ihe alleatioa 

of the people wag attracted to the Irophiea earned before her ; 

among which were eleven colonrg and ilaodardi. Some of these her 

Memiri had arrnganil; bnnaled staonld, when tbcy bad taken tbe 

dt; of Loadon, be displaced tipan thelowen of the cathedral wbere- 

tattae; were nflervardi drpoailed. 

It is lerj taiy to conceive the fatbDalasm wilb wbich her lojal 
■Bbjecti (and ncter monarch had iobjecls more loyal,) ni«9t ha»e bf- 
beld tbeie objects of national Elory i but it is scarcely pniisible lo 
imagine Ihe cOrCI which their unbouuded Jo; and ardent gratulationa 
bad npan the Queen i " Tbey movnl her eren to tean." Nor were 
Ihae coiotioo) confined lo her majesl}. These cmBnationi of scnti- 
brtlty, ihFtFlendetljiorronful rhumiloni of J07, not only ttained 
.tKe lovely cheeks of the female part of Ihe assembly, but rolled un- 
reMraiopd down Ihe honni fBc« of our mnle aneatorG, who, alihough 
but lillle uKd " to tbe melting mood," conid ool, for a moinent, in- 
dvlgeareflection upon their wonderful delivernnce, Ibe slrong sense 
of which Ihe eihibilion of the standards excited, wilhoul paying this 
■7m pathetic tribute of piety lo God, who bud fought their balll', 
whole inlerposition was so eiident, and of gratitude lo those hrroei 
whom, nadrr his iaflneoce, ihe; coiuldercd as their deliTcreti. 

* Tbe ISth Nonmbo. I5SS. 



ENGLISH LITERATURE; 133 

With respect to tkis tokmDity, of which it is mnecMitry to state 
the particulars, I shall, as it is but little known, only obterre, that 
when the queen entered (he city by Temple-bar, she found tlie dif- 
ferent companies ranged on the left, and the gentlemen of the icverml 
Inns of Court on the right of the street, consequently in the front of the 
temple. Sir Francis Bacon, then a young man,* stood among the 
Barristers ; and observing that many of the courtiers bowed from side 
to side, in the manner that the aldermen did at the last coronation, be 
satd to the gentleman that stood neit to him, ^' Do but olMerve the 
courtiers, and you may, from their exterior, conjecture the sltnation 
of their minds and of their ctrcumstances.*' 

'*How?'* said his friend. 

** In this way/* replied Bacon, " by paying attention to their con- 
tortions. If they bow first to onr opposite neighbours, the citiseDS, 
you may depend upon It they are in debt ; if first to us, they are itill 
in a worse situation, for it is as morally certain tluU tkoy are at 
law. + " 



* Re wak bom in 1560; eooieqaonUy he was twenty-eigtat yecn of age; 
At thirty he was appointed* Advocate to the Qaeoii,'with whom bo waa in 
great favour. 

f Bacon had before this period been guilty of some imprudeneet in 
life, perhaps the concomitants of great genius, and was in debt ; for we 
find him in one of his letters, still extant, " calling de projundii, thai it 
outof aTcry' bandiooie bouse in Colemaa-atreet •, (alios aspuogiag- 
bouse,) to iihicl\ be was recommended by the Sheriff of London, being 
arrested for a debt doe to a goldsmith in Lombard Street, vboni* by way 
ofcontempt, he called a Lombard," (a term applied at that tioM to 
usurers,) " and that too when he was executing a commission on the part 
of the Crown." Of this circumstance he complains to Sir Thomas Eger- 
ton, then Keeper of the Great Seal, and Sir Kobert Cecil, Secretary of 
State. But I have merely mentioned it to shew the operation of the pri- 
vate affsirs and situation upon the mind, and consequently the genius of 
a man of exquisite sensibility. Had Bacon never been in debt, or in law, 



• Co1snu»8tvB0t was thai) M BMdfitmetii aoir,tfta resort <oftlie gaUanta flfOosa 
days, OT,u they are mora properlj called, the looncerB of these tiBMi; hpt it hadlaiClw^ 
reqnitUee, whldi the latter teems to want, namelj, a mai^strate (Jostice Clcmenl) aad a 
lock-ap-hoiue. Having mentioned Bacon as being the inmate of a boaie of this d^ 
■crIption,ttlBlmtfklrloftate that he wu aftenrards the possessor of the flaeM la Lon- 
don, 1. e. Totk-hoBse, apoa the site of which Yoik-bvilMiBgs ware ereoled. Upon his 
Ikll, all the great men semmbled for the parehaae of the maaaioni bat at hut ha was 
oUlged, though reiaetantly, to part wiA It ta the (ktoarUfe^ BachlSKham. 



134 



ENGLISH LlTERATtRK. 



I 



Mr. Sou they announce!) n new work, under this name— 
a Series of Colloquies on the Progrcsa and Pros- 
pecla ofSociety, 2 vols, octavo. 

SIR THOMAS MORE. 

Tbolngulsiity ofSir Tboma* Mare vat not only coDipicuaot in 

hii writiDgi, but in his CDDTrrtation, bit ptofcHiopai cierlions, and 

etfO ill bia deTolion. Bofn lo isbetit a gfoius, far, far indenl, ele- 

™ted abate the common call of mankind, he wa»yetvcrj frcqucrtiy 

Ibalwben he was placed in lilualions nbere they could unl bunt 
into corrusutions of wil and hinnonr, Ihey, in ibeir claah niih gra- 
lilj, became uppraaiie, and created a. (cibal coafusion which did 
not alwaya meet with (he (enderetl ialerprelalion. To (bia be pro- 
bably sllodes, wheii,)peakiDE of Ihe diffetrnl lasln of mcD, he saji, 
in bis episde In Pclcr Gilo, " Many know nolhinf; of learniu)!, olhrn 
dnpiie il- A man Ihal is areu^lomed lo a cdbdc and hanh glyle 
tblnki every Ihiug ii MDooIh Ihal U not barbnrouB. Our liidiiiK pre- 
iendenio learning think thai all is flight thai is nol dreuid up in aordi 
thai are nora out of use. Same love only odd Ihinp. and many like 
nothing bat itbalis their onn. Some are so sour that ibey can allow 
no jciU, and others lo dnlt thai Ihey can endure nolhing tbal is sharp t 
and tome are at much afraid of any Ibing that >s quick or litcly aa a 
roan bil with n mad dog Is of waler." 

While I am upon (he tabjecl of Utopia, I cannot help hinting an 
idea that slrikee me, nbich ii, thai ihe graie kind of alleKary which 
perradrs Ibis «ork, leeni! lo hare been impresicd upon the mind of 
Swift, and, altbongb in Ibal vehicle i( oblaioed a more humoroui 
lincturc, lo hare been (be basis upoti wblcb he founded bi^ deicrlp- 
lion of Lapula. Il ia, ne Ibink, easy lo Irace the same cast of re. 
fleclisn, (be tame kind of polilical iltusioo Ihrough Ihe means of 
■erioin ficlion, and, in some inslances, Ibe same lurn of (bangbl, 
in both. If in Ibe latter production there is more bomour, il is 
because Swifl meant hit piece as a satire opon solemn, ihoogb lo- 
cal and Individual absurdities; and Sir Tbomai More his as npon 
a more general plan, blending extensive obiervatioa wiib almost 
nnifcnal reaeciion. 

This great, this little man, (for in bis professional conduct, la 
bil wrilings, and ia bis colloquial observadans, he was cerlaiuly 
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great, while in bit lopentUious obseiraoces, in fcoiurging heretics 
with his own hand, and in his siogiDg in a surplice with tha choris- 
ters, he was surely little,) has left many apophthegms; most. of 
which appear to be the emanations of an eiperienced, thoogfa, in 
some instances, an irregular mind. Tracing the chaff of honuin 
ideas as it has floated down the stream of time, they are extremely 
similar to many that are termed laconic, which are to be found in 
the Morals of Plutarch. 

"With the apophthegms of Sir Thomas More I could, were I so 
Inclined, easily crowd my pages; but they are, generally speaking, 
too well known to answer any new purposes, either of instruction 
or entertainment ; the same observation will apply to the anecdotes 
of him, which are already very numerous. He seems, in a very 
peculiar manner, to have been the object of the caprice of a mo- 
narch, who was, perhaps, the strangest compound of luxury, libi- 
dinousness, hypocrisy, cruelty, credulity, and superstition, that ever 
the Almighty stamped with the image of man, or fortune blazoned 
with the title of sovereign. 

In the year xl520. Sir Thomas settled with his family at Chelsea, 
having purchased an estate there. He had resided in Chancery- 
lane, probably at the house termed " the Chancery Mansion.*' At 
Chelsea, it is said, Henry the Eighth would sometimes, uninvited, 
dine with the man whom he afterwards, upon the most frivolous 
pretence, consigned to the block. The account which Erasmus 
gives of the manner of Sir Thomas Morels living at Chelsea, exhi- 
bits a picture of domestic happiness. " His house," he says, "was 
situate near the water-side,'* neither so mean as to be entitled to 
contempt, nor so magnificent as to become the subject of envy. 
*' There he converseth with his wife, his son, his daugbter-ln* 
law, his three daughters and their three husbands, with eleven 
grandchildren. There is not any man living so affectionate to his 
children as he; and he loveth bis old wife as well as if she was 
a young maid." 

In the play* of the Life and Death of Thomas, Lord Cromwell, 
(which though not written by Sbakspeare, was of his age, and 
therefore performed at the period when the memory of Sir Thomas 
More was more recent, and his sayings common in colloquial con- 
versation,) there is a scene wherein Cardinal Wolsey and Sir Tho- 
mas More dine with Sir Christopher Hales, (then said to be the 
Master of the Rolls ;) where the propensity of Sir Thomas to apoph- 
thegmatixe appears in several instances, which, however poor the 
langnage, however flimsey the texture of the scene, and we do not 
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mean lo defcDil •either, were nnqursiioDabl) rbaraclerislic. And, W 
sacb, no doobl liiglily relisbed bj the audience : e. g. 

" flaln. My Lordt ■ ! with welcome I preseDl your Lordthips ■ 
Eolcian beallh. 

" Morr. I lave healUu well, bot when as bcallhi do bring 
Pain lo tbe bead, and body's mrfelflng, 
Tben ceate 1 beallha t Nay, spill nol, friend ! Tor iho' the drops be 

Tet baie Ibey force to force men to the wall." 

*' Uo^r. My Lord Cardinal you an- a roval winner. 
Hare got araaa, besides your boUDIrous dinner- 
Well, my giind Knight, pray that we come no more ; 
If weCDiue often, thonmayi'l ihul iJij door." 

This piece is only valuable, a>, in the life, Ac. of Cromwdt, the 
bero of tbe tale, while it eihibit; another instance of the cruelty 
and caprice of the mooirch, hhows dj also the slate of Ibe English 
press, which seems, in tbe promulgation of Ibe vices of the father 
duiine the reign of the daughter, to have enjoyed very consider- 
able libcrly. 

Addison. The Works of AddiBOD,ef]itetl by Bishop 
Hurd, with a portrait, 6 volumes, tM:lavo, 3J I9s. 

of Addison Dr. Dibdin observpi, be not only brougEhl a good phj- 
lolofical lasle into fashion, bat gave a pleating and popular turn to 
rellgloas stndirs and dutirs, and placed Milton npoo a pedestal from 
which be never can he pulled down.t 

BiTRTON. The Anatomy of Melancholy, by Robert 
Burton. — This book was first published in a amall 
thick quarto, in 16SI, and now reprinted in 9 vols. 
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British Prose Writers. A series of the mogt 
popular productions of the past and present age, 
parts one to fifty, with portraits, at 2s Gd each 
part, very elegantly printed under the tasteful su- 
perintendance of Mr. Sharpc. 

British Essatistb. They are ably edited by Mr. 
Chalmers, to which is now added theLooker-on, in 
38 duodecimii volumes, 8/8;, portraits. 

CowpER. Private Correspondence of W. Cowper, 
Esq. arranged by his kinsman, Dr. Jobnsoo, 2 
vols. 28s. 

A iKy Ji-li-hllitl InMl, 

Drtoen. The Works of Dryden, edited by Sir 

Walter Scott, in eighteen handsome well printed 

volumes, 9/ 9s. 
Drake. Evenings in Autumn, a series of Essays, by 

Nathan Drake, M. D. 3 vols, post octavo, 1/ Is. 
■ Winter Nights, 2 vols, post octavo, I8s. 

■ Uterary Hours, 3 vols, post octavo, 1/ lis 6d, 

Morniogsin Spring will soon appear, from the pen of 

the same elegant writer, 
Beattie. An Essay on Truth, by Dr. Beattie, 5/. 

Dr. Beattie, for thrt mailerl; productioii, itfiith rait him foor 
;«an labour, got fifty gulDrai. Fo<bci'i Lift. 

Burke. The Works of the Right Honourable Ed- 
mund Burke, 14 vols, 6/ 15s. 

An Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful. 

Alison. Essays on the Nature and Principles of 
Taste, by A, Alison, 2 vols, octavo, Sis. 
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Walton. The Complete Angler. 

Ai ft gem In English Ilteratore, old honest Inak Walton aniflt not be m mk tt ka /L 

The beautifully illustrated edition by Mr. Major, in 
small octavo, deserves recommending, 18^, large 
paper, 1/ 16s. 

Mr. Pickering is printing a splendid edition of the 
Complete Angler by Walton and Cotton, with 
designs by Stothard : this edition will be enriched 
by the fiunous treatise of Juliana Barnes, from 
the book of St. Albans, on Fysshynge with an 
Angle. 

There is aminiatare edition in 48mo. price 6^, beauti- 
fully printed. 

West. Lietters Addressed to a Young Man on his 
first entrance into Life, by Mrs. West, 3 vols, 
duodecimo, 1/ i^. 

■ » * Letters to a Young Lady, on similar subjects, 
3 vols, duodecimo, 11 Is. 

For ezoellent and Taloabla mdviee no work can be mentioned u superior to 
to these for jonng persons. 

Temple. The Works of Sir William Temple, first 
printed in 1720, in two folio volumes, now re- 
printed 1814, in four octavo volumes, 1/ 16«. 

Tliat will be a dark and doabtfol moment in the era of national taste, when the 
Tolnmes of Sir William Temple shall be neglected or depreciated. 

Sir yrilliam Temple was the first writer wlio gave cadence to En- 
glish prose : before his time they were careless of arrangemeot, and 
did not mind whether a sentence ended with an important word, or 
an Insignificant word, or with what part of speech it was concladed. 

Swift. The Works of Jonathan Swift, edited by 
Sir Walter Scott, in nineteen octavo well printed 
volumes, with additional letters, &c. the second 
edition, 7/ 7*. * 

Pope says that Swift was a great reader and admirer of Rabelais, 
and used to scold me for not liking lUm enoagh. 
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On (^oini; Tor tbe firal tim* inld anjr famOj, Swift wouH prncribe 
beforehand ibe bsan for thai mcBli, (leep, tai PiereiM, aid iuiitcd 
rjgorouily upon the literal fulfilment of the rapilnlalioii. From bll 
iatimatej, be uniforinly emclrd ihe did!I implicit sabmiiiiDD to all 
bit whims and fancien, and carried bia prerogative so far, that he tome* 
time! used lo chase the Grnllani, and other BcronimoiIiEiDefiieiidt, 
tbrougb tbe apartmenti of (be deanery, and up and donn itain, dri- 
viag (hem like har«ei, with a large vhip, till he thought be had 
enough of eiercite. When be fiiat came to hit Curate'i honse, be 



k poisi 



IP fife «i 






r 



ordered bi> nife (o take charge of bis shirt and alocfcings. When a 
jooDg elergjimaD was iolrodaced lo him, he offered him the iiep of s 
bottle of wine, aod uld be atwa)i kept a poor panon about bim to 
drink up hi« dregi. Even in hiriog ser*antihe alwap chose to Initilt 
tbcm, b} inquiring intu Ibeir qualificalioa^ for some filthy and degra- 
diogoffire. And though it may he true that his after conduct wii not 
eiBCIIy of apiece vilh those preliminaries, it ii obTioai (hat ai no 
man of feding could labmil to •neb inperUDeace, lo no man coild 
have a right to indulge in it- 

Sterne. The Works of Laurence Sterne, with his 
Life, 4 vols, octavo, 1/ lOf, 6 vols, duodecimo, U la 



led, but ai 



ud be ud Knhrn DndilC] tbi bcnkKller acncd Id a n 

The Style employed by Steroc is fancifully o 
game time Timorous and mnsculioe. aad full of that animBtion -ud 
force whieti can only be derlred by no iatlmale acquaintance with 
tbe early I'.ngluh prose writen. In Ihe power of approaching and 
tonching Ihe finer feeling* of the heart, be has neirr beea excelled, 
If Indeed he has ever been eqe ailed i and may be at imce recorded ma 

the greatril pl^iparists, and oat of the nost arigioal geaiue^ wh»n 
England ha> pradnced. Sir Waller Seatl. 

Spectator. The Spectator, Tatler, and Guardian, 

edited by Air. Chalmers, in IS vols, octavo, 61 Gs. 

' Eighteen volumes, royal eighteens, 3/ Sa. 

What ■ coapllmm It Addinu udtbe e<»< tuieoTilut les, akea 19,00) of 
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Moore. The Works of Dr. John Moore, witl^hi^ 
Life, by Dr. Anderson, containing his Zeluco, EdU 
ward, Mordaunt, Travels in France and Italy, in 
7 vols, with portrait, 2/ \9s 6d: 

Locke. The Works of John Locke, 9 vols, octavo, 
3/ 10*. 

Thegenlni of Locke hu been daKribei by Dr. Watts wUh equal etagMce/Ad 
truth, w b««lDK wide aa tbe tea, calmaa the night, Wlgbt •• the d«jr. 
It is perhaps not generally known, that this great philosopher, who 
professed such a cootempt for poetry, made himself several poetical 
attempts. One is to be found at the commencement of an edition of 
Dr. Sydenham*s works, and another in a collection called the ** Ciwrt 
Poems.** I am surprised they are not printed in the new edition of 
his works ; not for their poetical merit, which I belicTe Is small, hot 
as literary curiosities. Perhaps his want of talents for poetry was 
the real cause of his professing anti-poeticaX opiniona. Plato, how- 
ever, it is well known, held simnar sentiments on this sul^ect ; and 
his avowed cootempt could not certainly arise from such a souree, as 
from his poetical attempts, and indeed the whole of hb works, lie 
displays the reverse of inability. 

Of Boyle, no later edition has been published than 
that in 1772, in 6 quarto volumefl* 

Milton. Dr. Symmons^s edition, in seven octavo* 

volumes, of the Prose Works of Milton, should 

accompany the excellent edition of his Poetical 

Works, edited by the Rev. Mr. Todd. 

Newton. The Works of Sir Isaac Newton, in four 
volumes quarto, edited by Buhop Horsley.' 

It ml^ be perhaps coMldered moraaonrect tehaie placed tUaavthor ander 
the depaitmeat of Mafliematleri Selence. 

BdAop HonleT*! editloa of Newtoii's woita maj be the beat of all hia works col- 
eeted, bat it sadlj diaappolaSat thsaQMctaUeaa ftnaeiaf its hi ftatf, vetther 

Horata/a mathematical knowledge faallfled hitt, nor did his theological pamUs 
aflbti kbMiAelaat Msurefbr tachatarit. 
▲ pefirito trm^idtom of Sic laaac Ncartoara DI«<ierisajjelert<J fteai Maclaa- 

rin, the ComaMrclam Eplatollcom of Collins, and Voltaire's Account of Newtra*a 
FbOoaophy, woald be aa acceptable nvk te IhsrftfrllCi 9k lane Hewlea Is more 
spoken of as a PhUoaophv than leallf known 
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Sit Iisac N>»ton said, a UltU before tir died, " I seem tn bate 
brra only like a boy plajins on the fcasbore, and diverling myself 
In onv and IhcD findlD^ a smaotber pebble or preltierihelllhan ordi- 
nary, while Ihe great oteun of iroth lay all nndiscovered before me," 
Tboagh io deep in algebra and Saiioas, he could oot readily moke 
Dp a coDiniOD BCeouDl. Whilst Mailer of the Mint he used to get 
■ome ooelo makeup the accounts for him. Ptpt. 

Junius. The Letters of Junius, edited by Wood- 
fall, 3 vols, octavo, \l 10s. 

Knox. The Essays, Moral and Literary, of the Rev. 

Vicesimus Knox, in 3 duodecimo vols. lOf 6d. 
HuKE. Essays on Philosophical Subjects, by David 

Hume, Esq, Svols. octavo, ISs. 
Gilpin. Remarks on Forest Scenery, by the Rev. 

W. Gilpin, 2 vols, octavo, U Us 6d. 

The PiclnioBioe Tmr otlh* IU»«r Wif, and other rn>dinI«HDr tbb iiliilu 
mlts, Aaart a plue ia no; mild Eaeliih Ubauj, 

Price. Essays on the Picturesque, by Uredale Price. 
3 vols. 

■ne mutsl} Hjle In whlib Die laluBl bu Ixvi (rsted ti; Uito aiibDr, menu 
dlillapihhed umnKadaikn. and ia usilby at rnqsat psanJ. 

Johnson. The Works of Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
complete in 8 volumes, very neatly printed, form- 
ing part of a series of English Classics, now pub- 
lishing by Mr. Pickering of Cfaaucery Lane, in 
octavo, 9 vols. 31 12i. 

The Works of Dr. Samuel Johnson, with 



his Life, by Arthur Murphy, 12 vols, octavo, 31 3t, 
The Works of Dr. Samuel Johnson, 12 



vols, royal eighteens, 2/ lOs. 
The Parliamentary Debates, form the lOth and 11th 

volumes of Dr. Johnson's Works, edition, by 

Mr. Pickering, price Ifo. 
JoboaoD tecredy and unremillinglj' formed hi) ityle upon the bwia 
of that of SirTbamai Brown. Mirjtby iru among Ihe fitit of Ike 
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critics who noticed tliis circumstance : and Mr. 8oothey« in se? eral of 
his critical labours in the Quarterly Review, shows how fondly and fa^ 
miliarly he has made an acquaintance with the prototype of Johnson. 

After the publication of his Enj^lish Dictionary, Johnson made a 
proposal to a number of booksellers contened for that parpose, of 
writing a Dictionary of Trade and Commerce. The proposal went 
round the room without any answer, when a well known son of the 
trade, remarkable for the abruptness of his manners, replied, '*Why, 
Doctor, what the devil do yon know of Trade and ComAierce?" 
the Doctor very mildly answered, ** Not much, I confess, in the prac* 
tical line, but I believe I could glean from different authors of au- 
thority on ^he subject, such materials as would answer the parpose 
very well." The proposal however fell to the ground. 

Dr. Johnson was not paid above two guineas a week for writing 
the Rambler, of which the booksellers cleared abo?e fi?e thousand 
pounds. 

The late Lord Buchan was not an admirer of JohnsoUf especially 
from the manner in which Johnson speaks of Thomson in his^Uves of 
the Poets. 

His Lordship, in a letter addressed to me, denies the assertion of 
Johnson relative to Thomson, that his first want on coming to Lon- 
don was a pair of shoes. His Lordship says, — 

"The trifling story about his losing his bundle on his way from 
Wapping to Mallet's house, in London, and the want of shoes, is in the 
peculiar style of malevolence which stain the works of Johnson as a 
biographer. 

" The only occasion I had the mischance to meet Johnson, was at 
old 8trahan's> the translator of the six fint l>ooks of the Eneid, in 
Suffolk Street, London, where I found him and Mallet preparing that 
work for publication, after having censured GavinDouglas, Dryden, 
and the other predecessors of poor Strahan, in the translation of Virgil. 



*' Of all the men distinguished in this or any other age, Dr. Johnson 
hat left upon posterity the strongest and most vivid in^ression, so &r 
as person, manners, disposition, and conversation are conceraed. 
We do but name him or open a book which he has written, and the 
sound and action recal to the imagination at once, his form, his merits 
bis peculiarities, nay, the very uncouthness of his gestures, and the 
deep impressive tone of his voice. We learn not only what he said, 
but how he said it." Sir WaUer Scott. 



CranKlattons. 
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Sir Walter Scoll, iD hitlrW) aftlie noieHst*, af dieserin psbltihed 
by BallmntjDr, Ihai tp<mkt or tbii dcfMTtamt of lilrratnre. — 

" Eiclading rron cmisldcratioa tbaie IdfaiDau trorki ithiaii mtf* 
irtt% thnueliei direull} to airBkening tkc uraucr pafiioDi of oar 
mtiire, vrm.tr iDclined todiiiik tbe wont rrtl lolw spprrhesdrd froai 
Ihc girrusnl of novrls is, that (hf habit ii apt (n graerale an iudiipoti- 
tfoD torral blitttryaad uiefiillileratare i aadtbattbebHl itetcoD be 
kO|Md ii. Ibal they may loniclinei ioitmet the yoalhbl mind by real 
piclum oriife, nnd sometimn an-nkca Ihrir hf tier feeling aod 1}V- 
pa(hl« by strains of gmeroui Hnlimcni and laid of IcIitHMU woe. 
Beyond this point, they are u mere elej^oce, a luxury coalriied (at 
tile nmutemenl of pnllabed life, ftnd (be grMtfioatton of that half 
love of lltenilore which pcrvadei all lanhs in an ujnacod tlaf;? of 
tociety, and ate read raoeh nore Tor anuivefoeBt then with tber laa»| 
hope ef deritin^ inxmrlioo bma them. The ricn and fulHc) of 
Tom Jonr* are those nhich the world soon teacbei lo all who enter 
on the rareer of life, and to wWeh BOcicly is oobappily bat loo in- 
dnlfrenl i nor do «c betrCTe thai in any one insWnte Ihe perosal of 
Fielding's noTel has added one tiberline to the la^e liil, who woWd 
Bot have been such had il ncret crtieMd (be pren. And itis with 
cOsee^n wcadd onr sincere belief ibat (he fiae pieture of frankneti 
and genrrofily cihibiled in ibat Bclilioas character, hni had ai few 
imitalionB as the rareer of bi) follies. Let ii not be <;appoied that 
we are indiBereni lo morality, heraine we Ireai with scorn that 
aSlectalion, which, while In cDniTilOn life il conniTet at the open 
practice of libertlniim, preletidt lo detest the memorj of ao author 
who painted Vte at it wu, with all its Ihadei, aad nore than all the 
lighti which It occBiionally exhibits in relieve Ibem. 

Dr. Johnion obterrei, we mnst read what the world readi, at the 
moBeoI. It ba> been maintained that this teeming of Ihe preti in 
modem tlnei il prrjadicial lo good literalurei became ilabligca di to 
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read so mDch of what is of ioferior Yalne, io order to be in the fa- 
shion ; BO that better woiks are neglected for want of time, becanse a 
man will have more gratification of his vanity in conversation from 
having read modem books, than from having read the best works of 
antiquity ; but it must be considered that we have now knowledge 
more generally diffused. Modern writers are the moons of literature ; 
they shine with reflected light ; with light borrowed from the anclenti. 
Greece appears to me to be the fountain of knowledge : Rome of 
elegance. 

WORKS OF IMAGINATION. 

The early arts made chivalrous life, with all its pomp and ceremo- 
nies, more august and imposing, and more picturesque, as a subject 
for description. Literature for a time contributed io the same 
effect, by her jejune and fabulous efforts at history ( In which the ath- 
letic worthies of classical story and of modern romance were gravely 
connected by an ideal genealogy. And thus the dawn of human im- 
provement smiled on the fabric which it was ultimately to destroy ; 
as the morning snn gilds and beautifies those masses of frost work, 
which are to melt before its noon-^ay heat. 

The elements of romantic fiction have been traced up to various 
sources ; but neither the Scald ic, nor Saracenic, nor Armorican the- 
ory of Its origin can sufficiently account for all its materials. Many 
of them are classical, and others derived from the scripture. 

The migrations of science are difficult enough to be traced ; but fic- 
tion travels on still lighter wings, and scatten the seeds of her wild 
flowen Imperceptibly over the world, till they jnrprise us by springing 
up with similarity In regions the most remotely divided. 

There was a vague and unselecting love of the marvellous in ro- 
mance, which sought for adventures, like its knights errant, in every 
quarter where they could be found ; so that it is easier to admit of all 
the sources that are imputed to that species of fiction, than to limit 
oor belief to any one of them. 

Arabian Nights. The Arabian Nights' Entertain- 
ments) translated by Dr. Scott, with additional 
tales and illustrations by Smirke, 6 vols, post oc- 
tavo, 3ll3s6dy without plates, II l6s. 

————— With designs by WestaU, 4 vols, 
post octavo. 

u 
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BABiAN NiGUTS. Mr. Liimbird has publislieil a 
very cheap editioa iu one volume, with wood-cuts, 
for 6s 6d. 

■■ A new series in three %'oluineg 



have appeared, but much iaferior. 

To these may be added the Tales 



of the Genii, and Persian and Turkish Tales. 

" It ha^ been iunuispd [Iiai Ihc Arabian Nigtils may hnie pro- 
ceeded froiD the old Pchlevi stock, snd from ihal have beeD 
trftoslalcd into arable. It is not improbable IbcLaad of (be fairie*, 
tbere^ioD of tbegeaii, aid the king of thoie imaxiuarj damaini, 
Otaa Ben Clian, are purvl; Persian, and >o mncb lo, tha< the 6[«t 
part of FeidoDsi's Epic Shak Nameli, inlroducn Ihrm (u our 
UlentiOB. But the conception of the Eastera genii icemi refer, 
iblc ta a itill older lource, — to the ancient Cbaldeaai." 

Skaron Tamer. 

British Novelistij, with prefaces by Mrs. Barbauld, 

50 vols, royal duodecimo, 10/ IQs. 
Ballantyne's Noveliafs Library, edited by Sir Waller 

Scott. 

bu prgTcd i hnart- 

Don Quixote. Translated from the Spanish of 
Cervantes, with fteveDty-four fine engraviaga, after 
the designs of Smirke, in i vols, octavo, 8/ 8r, 
large paper, SI 8s. 

With plates from Westali's designS} 

4 vols, post octauo, SlSs, 

A young man wu perceived walking nilU a book in bit hand, 
And as be read, every now anil then he bunt into an imnuideiale 
fit aflau|;hU-r: Philip IIL nho vilDcssFd tl, exclaimed, "Either 
Ibal JouDg DIBD i( mad, or he is readini; Don (JaiiotR" II «ai 
tb(9 latter. Could bot CerTinlei have witoesjed thisiacoDlettible 
piooforthe immorialily of hi> work. And yet CenaBlet iranUd 
Dot only tbe comforiE, but the ncceuanes of life. 
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DuNLOP, The History of Fiction, by John Dun- 
lop, with a critical account of the most celebrated 
works of Fiction, 3 vols, post octavo, 2/ 2s. 

A complete and well written book upon thh cnrfons and entertaining^ mlQect* 

Fielding. The Works of Henry Fielding, com- 
plete, with an essay on his life and genius, by Ar- 
thur Mnrphy, Esq. post octavo, 10 vols. 4/ 105. 

• — — There is a good old edition printed by 

Andrew Miller, in 6 vols, may be obtained for 3/ 
10s, with a portrait by Hogarth. 

Andrew Miller, the bookseller^ gave Fielding i£800. for the 
copyright of his Amelia. 

SMOiiLETT. The Works oft Tobias Smollett^ in- 
cluding all his novels, with his life, portraits, 6 
volumes, octavo, 3/ 3*. 

Goldsmith. The Vicar of Wakefield, by Oliver 
Goldsmith, Westall's illustrations, duodecimo, 8^. 

■ — Miniature editions in various forms. 

This beaatifal little work remained unnoticed, and wasattacl^ed 
by the reviews, until Lord Holland, who had been ill, sent to his 
bookseller for some amasing book : this was sent ; and he was so 
pleased, that he spoke of it in the highest terms to a large com- 
pany who dined with him a few days after. The conseqaence 
was, that the whole impression wassold off in a few days. 
Johnson informed me he had made the bargain for Goldsmith, and 
the price was sixty pounds, and a sufficient price too when it was 
sold, for then the fame of Goldsmith had not been elevated, as it 
afterwards was, by his Traveller; and the bookseller had such 
faint hopes of profit by his bargain, that he kept the manuscript 
by him a long time, and did not publish it till after the Travel- 
ler bad appeared. BotweiL 

Whatever defects occur in the tenor of the story, the admirable 
ease and grace of the narrative, as well as the pleasing truth 
with which the. principal characters are designed, makes the 
Vicar of Wakefield one of the most delicious morsels of fictitious 
composition on which the human mind was eter employed. The 
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priacipal chAncler, llal of ibe iim|ile pallor bimielf, wilb all 
Ibe worlb and eiccIlcDcy wblcli ought to diilinguish tbc atnbas- 
Mdor or God to maa, and >pl vilh jiiit >•> mDch of pedantry and 
of literary Tanitji as irrrei to show thai he ii nmdF of morlal 
moold, aod subject lo baman faillggt, ia one of the best and moil 
pleasing picture* ever designed. We read Ihe Vicar of Wakefield 
in joulh and in age. We relarn lo it again and again, and lilesi 
Ihempmory oraD aotbor irbo contrives 10 nell lo recoacile us lo 
human nature. Sir tValler Scelt. 

Le Sage. Diable Boiteux:. 

llicre ii no book in eiislence in Mhich to much of the human 
character, under all its varioui sbadra and phraaea, is described in 
as few nortfa ai in the Diable Boiteui. Ever; page, eier; lioe 
beara marki of that sure tact and accomte detrlapemeDlorbnmaD 

listening to a superior inlelligence. Sir Waller Scott- 

Le Sage. Gil Bias, translated from the French of 
Lie Sage, with engravings from the designs of 
Smirke, 4 vols, royal octavo, 61Gs. 

Few ha<e ever read [his charming book irilbonl rememberiDg 
aa one of Ihe moat deligblful occupationa of Ibeir life, Ibe lime 
which Ibey employed in Ibe penual ; and there are few also who 
do not occaaionally turn back lo iti pages with all the vivacity 
which attends the [ccolleclion of early love. It aignifin nothing 
alwhaltline we have encnunlercd Ihe fasclcition, whether in boy- 
hood, when vie were chieQy captivated by the cavern of the rob- 
ben and other scenes of romance, whether in more advanced 
yoDlh, bnl while onr ignorance of the world yet concealed from 
ui Ibe subtle and poignant satire which Inrks in ao many paisagrs 
of the work ; whether we even learned enough la apprehend the 
various allusions to history and public matters with which it 
aboundi, or ignorant enough to rest coalented with [be more direct 

The power of Ibe encbanler over ds, is alike abEolule under all 
Iheie circumstances. If there be any thing like truth in Cray's 
opinion, that to lie upon a couch and read new novels was no 
bad idea of paradise, bow would that beatitude be enhanced, 
cnald boman genius aflbrd us aniither Gil Bias I 

Le Sage, excellent in deicribing icenet of all kinds, gives such 
vivacity lo those which interest the Gailrononie in particular, 
that an epicure of my acquaintance used to read certain favourite 
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passages re^larly before dinner, with the parpoie of setting an 
appetite like that of the licentiate, Sedillo, and, to far ai bis 
friends conld ohserve, the receipt was always laccessfnl. 

Sir Walter Scott, 

Chrysal, or the Adventures of a Guinea, by John- 
stone. 

It is chiefly in the tone of satire that the Adventures of Chrysal 
differ from those of Le Sage's heroes. I have compared the lat- 
ter to Horace, and may now safely rate Charles Johnstone as a 
prose JavenaL The Frenchman describes follies which excite 
oar laughter ; the Briton produces vices and crimes which excite 
our horror and detestation. Sir Walter Scott, 

Robinson Crusoe, with twenty-two plates by Heath, 
royal octavo, 5/ 5^ ; duodecimo, 2 volumes, 10^, 
1 volume, 5^, 

This book was first published in two parts, the second appeared 
some time after the first. I have in my possession a copy of the 
first edition of the second part, 1719, and the fifth edition of the 
first part, 1720, in two small octavo volumes, printed by Taylor, 
at the Ship, in Pa^ternoster Row. In the preface to the second 
part, Defoe speaks, in angry terms, of the pilferers from the first 
part in other publications, and, no doubt, refers to the London 
Post as well as others. 

He says in the preface, — **They abridge my work, which is 
as scandalous as U is knavish and ridiculous, seeing, while to 
shorten the book they stript it of all those reflections, as well re- 
ligious as moral, which are not only the greatest beauties of the 
work, but are calculated for the infinite advantage of the 
reader. 

" The injury these men do the proprietor of this work is a 
practice which all honest men abhor, and, I may challenge them 
to shew the difference between that and robbing on the highway 
or breaking open a house. If they cannot shew any difference 
In the crime, they will find it hard to shew why there ^honld be 
any difference in the punishment ; and, I will answer for it, that 
nothing on my part shall be wanting to do them justice.** 

Dr. Dibdin says, Daniel Defoe first published his Robinson 
Crusoe in the original London Post, or Heathcote*s Intelligencer, 
from 135 to 888 iDclasively : this mnit be incorrect, no mention 
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il msde in the preface of ib bstiag previoosly appeared in anj 
periodicBlnark. Tlie rollowiDeaDM:dM«iiiB;i>«ne lo iUeogtbcD 

'' The maouicripl of Ihis ptitcrtainiDg work, ilraoge lo bSj, 
*' TDD through the nhalc trade, nor would any one print it, 
" (hough ifae writer, Defoe, wai>in good rrpule as an author. 
" OoE bnokseller at lail, not remarkable for his diMeroment, 
" hot »erj much to forhis speculntite luro, engaged In this pub- 
■' licalion. He gained above a tbotisand guineas by it." 

JBoHtjKjl JfagalfBr. 



tt may not be uniaterejiing to notice came fiinher erronrou e*li- 
main of publishers. 

At Grit Miller would not girc Thamion a farthing for hU Wialer. 

Ca<e offered half the boohiellers in l^ndon Ibe property of the 
Genlleman's Magaeine, and, as Ifaey all refused la engage in il, he 
wai obliged topoblisb il bimseir. 

Burn's Justice was offered, in vnin, to eiery publisher, for fiflj 

Dr. Bocban uflered bis Domeilic Medicine to every principal book- 
seller of Edlnburf;b and London, for one hundred pounds, without 
oblainitig a purchaser, and after it had passed ibrougb Iwcoly-Gve 
editions 11 sold in ibirly-lwo ibares at fifty pounds each. 

Bereiford oBi'red ihe copyright of Ibe Miceries of Human Life for 
twenty ponnds, wbicb afterwards realized Gvelhousacd pounds. 



The Edward and Zeluco oF Dr. Moore, deserve a notice in (bij de- 
liarlmenl. 
>V.4LP0i>E. The Castle oTOtranto, duodecimo. 

It was always Walpole'i foible (o diiclaiin a professed ponuit 
of public favour, fnr which, however, he earnestly Ihjnted, and 
to hold hlntelf forth as a privileged auibur, *ane of the right 
baod Ble,' who did not mean lo descend into ihe eonnnoa arena, 
where profeiaional autbora cooiend before Ibe pnblic eye, bnl 
wrolemerel; to gratify his own laste, by throning away a few 
idle hoars on literary cnniposillan. There was much affectalion 
in this, which accordingly, nicl the reward which atrectallon 
ninally i ncun I ai Wal pole teeoi (0 bave suffered a good deal Iron 
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the criticism which he alTected to despise, and, occaiiDnally, from 
the neglect which he appeared to court. Sir FFatt^r Scott' 

Mackenzie. The Man of Feeling. 

It is enough to say here, that Mr. Mackenzie survives, venerable 
and venerated as the last link of the chain which connects the 
Scottish literature of the present age, with the period when there 
were giants in the land, the days of Robertson and Hume, and 
Smith, and Heme, and Clark, and Ferguson ; and that the re- 
membrance of an era so interesting could not have been intrusted 
to a sounder judgment, a more correct taste, or a more tenacious 
memory. It is much to be wished, that Mr. Mackenzie, taking 
a wider view of his earlier years than in the life of Home, would 
place on a more permanent record, some of the anecdotes and 
recollections, with which he delights society. 

Sir Walter Scott. 

Geoffrey Crayon. The Sketch Book^ by GeoflFrey 
Crayon, (Washington Irving,) 2 volumes, post 
octavo, 16«. 

Bracebridge Hall, 2 volumes, post 



octavo, I6s. 



Tales of a Traveller, 2 volumes, 



post octavo, I6s. 

Salmagundi, 8s. 



Gbatten. High Ways and By Way8,^r Tales 

picked up in the French Provinces, by a Walking 

Gentleman, octavo, 2 vols. 15*. 

., second series, 4 vols. 1/ iOs. 

. third series, octavo, 1/ 10s. 

Waverly. Novels and Tales by the author of 

Waverly, in 25 volumes, octavo, to Quentiu Dur- 

ward, 15/. 
. in duodecimo, 12/ 7^ 6^. 

There is also a very beautiful minature edition, both 

of the prose and poetical i9?orks of the now great 

known. 

It if said, thongh I know not with what truth, that the noyel of 
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Waverly was offered, io Tain, for tweoty-five or thirty ponndsy 
to seTeral London bookiellert } tiace wbicli, It has realised above 
ten thousand povodi* 

The Works of -Miss Edgcworth have been beautifully 
printed, in 14 volumes, post octavo, 42 4^. 

Among the ladies whose publications^ in this depart- 
ment, have done honour to their sex and country, 
may be enumerated the names of 

Barbauld, Trimmer, D'A'rblay, Radcliffe, Smith, 
Opie, West, Edgeworth, Austin, Sherwood, Liady 
Morgan, Shelley, Hofland, Spence, Porter, Haw- 
kins, Roche, Lee, Cottin, Genlis. 



Since the brilliant success or the author of Waverly, a namber of 
writers have appeared as imitators, foUowing the same track in blend- 
ing historical truth with fiction, and have by these vehicles at- 
tempted to illuitrate the manaen and cnttoqu of the mott remote 
nations of antiquity. 

The names of the anthon, and the books they have written, are so 
weU known to every reader, that It would only be occupying space 
to enumerate them, that might be more usefully devoted to works of 
Philosophy and Science. 
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Vieto tif €tt0lsin^ Xttetature; 



The student should begin his course of reading with 
the writers of Elizabeth's, reign, when the. language 
began to be refined from its original roughness, and 
to be improved in form and features ; thence continu* 
ing his course down to the present .times. In this 
plan he must not be deterred, from an apprehension 
that he will find the old writers clothed in the garb of 
rude uncouth language ; on the contrary, he will find 
that the language of his forefathers, in point of struc- 
ture, formation, and the general meaning of terms, 
diflers not materially from his own. 

The dramas of Shakspeare will therefore afibrdthe 
student of the language such instances of style adapted 
to the grave, the gay, the polished, the rough, 
the heroic, the vulgar characters appearing in the 
scene will prove that our language was abundantly 
copious and expressive, to be a proper vehicle for the 
conception of his wonderful genius. 

The works of Speed, Ascham, Raleigh, Taylor, 
Clarendon, and Temple, are highly valuable for the 
vigour and compass of their language, as well as the 
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knoTrledgennd aliilities they displayed. The coinmoD 
translation of the Bible, abstracting from the impor- 
tant nature of its contents, desenei! great attention : 
its phraseology is snch as evinces no less the powers 
of the language than the judgment of the translators. 
The words are in general elegant and expressive, ' 
conveying thesublime ideas of the original on the one 
hand, without coar^iencs^ or familiarity, and on the 
other, without pedantry or affectation. The manly 
and dicnified prose, the rich and sublime poetry of 
Milton, far from being degraded or fettered, are es- 
alted and adorned by his style; and it was that admi- 
rable author's peculiar glory, that with consummate 
skill and taste, he was able to apply fo the majegty of 
an epic poem, the flowing and unshackled periods of 
blank verse. The increasing tribute of praise has at 
all limes been paid to the vast stores of his erudition 
and the flights of his transcendant genius. - 

In the reign of Charles II. the reader will 6nd, 
perhaps, no author more deserving of his attention 
than Barrow, whose periods, so round and exuberant, 
gives us a very just representation of the eloquence 
of Cicero; and display to the greatest advantage the 
energy and fertility of Barrow's intellectual powers, 
employed npon the most important subjects ofmoralitA' 
and religion. 

The great Locke, in a plain and severe style, well 
adapted to the precision of his researches, unravelled 
the intricacies of the most interesting branch of phi- 
losophy, by tracing ideas to their source, and unfold- 
ing the faculties of the mind. 



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 155 

The reign of Anne, which for eminent attainments 
in arts and literature may be compared with the ages 
of Pericles in Greece, and Augustus in Uome, produced 
a Swift, who, in clear and familiar diction, unaided by 
flowery ornaments, expressed the dictates of a strong 
understanding, and a lively invention. 

Addison, the accomplished scholar, the refined critic, 
the enlightened moralist, like another Socrates, 
brought philosophy from the schools, and arranged 
her in the most engaging attire, calling the attention 
of his countrymen to virtue and to taste, in his elegant 
and entertaining essays. 

The prefaces of Dryden are marked by the ease and 
the vivacity of a man of transcendant genius; and there 
is a facility in his rhymes, and a peculiar vigour in 
his poetry, which justly render him the boast of his 
country. 

Pope composed his prefaces and letters with singu- 
lar grace and beauty of style ; and his poems present 
the finest specimens of exquisite judgment, adorned 
by the most harmonious and polished versification. 

The works of Melmoth, in particular his letters and 
translations of Cicero and Pliny, are remarkable for 
smoothness and elegance of composition. The late Sir 
Joshua Reynolds has, in his lectures in the Royal 
Academy, illustrated the principles of his delightful art 
in a manner not less creditable to him as a fine writer 
than as an eminent painter, and a skilful connoisseur. 
The sacred discourses of the amiable Home recom- 
mend the duties of that religion, of which he was so 
bright an ornament, in a sweet and lively style. 

Where can be found compositions uniting the po- 
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liteness of the gentleman with the attainments of the 
scholar, blended in juster proporttoDs, than in the Po- 
lymetts of Spence, the Athenian Letters, the Dia- 
logue." of Lord Lyttleton and Bishop Uurd, and the 
papers of the Adventurer and Observer? These are 
Bome of the sources from which may he derived a 
knowledge of the purity, the strength, the copiousness 
of the English language ; and such are the examples 
by which the student ought to regulate his style. In 
these he may remark the idiomatic structure of sen- 
tences, and the proper arrangement of their parts ; 
they present specimens of purity without stiffness, and 
elegance without affectalioo; they are free equally . 
from vain pomp and vulgarity of diction ; and their 
authors have the happy art uf pleasing our taste, 
while they improve our understanding, and confirm 
our principles of morality and religion. 

In the course of this perusal it wUI befound, that ID 
proportion as the great controversies in this country^ 
upon religion, politics, and philosophy, began to sub- 
side since the revolution, a closer attention has been 
paid to the niceties of grammar and criticism ; and 
coarse and barbarous phraseology has been gradually 
polished into propriety and elegance. 

1\RITLRS OF THE REIGN OP QL'EE.N ANKE. 

Talking of the eminent writers of the reign of Queen 
Anne, he observed, 1 think Dr. Arbuthnot the first 
man among them. He was the most universal genius ; 
being an excellent physician, a man of deep learning, 
and a man of much humour. 
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Addison was a great man; his learning was not 
profound ; but his morality, his humour, and his ele- 
gance of writing, set him very high. Dr. Johnson. 

The English writers who really unlocked the rich 
sources of the language, are those who flourished 
from the end of Elizabeth to the end of Queen Anne's 
reign ; who used a good Saxon dialect with ease, cor- 
rectness, and perspicuity; learned in the ancient 
classics, but only enriching their mother tongue where 
the attic could supply its defects, not overlaying it 
with a profuse pedantic coinage of foreign words ; 
well practised in the old rules of composition^ or 
rather collocation of words which unite natural ease 
and variety with absolute harmony, and give the au- 
thors ideas to develope themselves with the more 
truth and simplicity when clothed in the more ample 
folds of inversion, or run from the exuberant to the 
elliptical, without ever being redundant or obscure. 

Another writer says, ^^Do we not neglect the 
standard works to hunt after mere novelty ? This is 
not wisdom, but affectation or caprice. Liearninf 
becomes by degrees an indigested heap, without plea- 
sure or use. We do not see the absolute necessity 
why another work should be written or another pic- 
ture painted till those that we already have are be- 
coming worm-eaten, or mouldering into decay. We 
can hardly expect a new harvest until the old crop is 
off the ground. If we insist on absolute originality 
in living writers, we should begin by destroying the 
works of their predecessors. We want another Os- 
m)n, to burn and spare not; and then the work of 
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extermination and the work of regeneration would 
go on kindly together. Are we to learn all that 19 
already known, and at the same time to invent more ? 
This would indeed be the large discourse of reason 
looking be/ore and after. 

Who is there that can boast oThaving read all the 
books that have been written, and that are worth 
reading? Is there not many a sterling old author 
that lies neglected on solitary unexplored shelves, or 
tottering book-stalls, unknown to, or passed over by 
(he idle and the diligent, the republication of which 
would be the greatest service that could be performed 
by the modern man of letters? To master the old 
English dramalic writers, the most esteemed novelists, 
the good old comedies and periodical works alone, 
would occupy the leisure of a life devoted to taste 
and study. If we look at the rise and progress of the 
maturity and decay of each of these classes of excel- 
lence, we shall find that Ihey were limited induration, 
and successive. 

The deep rich tragic vein of Shakspeare, Webster, 
Ford, Dekker, Marlow, Beaumont and Fletcher, was 
discovered and worked out in the time of Elizabeth 
and the two firt^t Stuarts. 

Al) that the heart ofniaii could feel, all that the wit 
of man could express, on the most striking and in- 
teresting occasions, had been exhausted by half a 
dozen great writers, who left little to their successors 
but pompous turgidity or smooth common-place — 
the art of swelling trifles into importance, or turning 
rough boldness into insipidity. But comedy rose as 
tragedy fell \ and in the age of Charles the Second and 
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Queen Anne, Congreve, Wycherly, and Vanbrugli, 
were contemporary with Dryden, Lee, and Rowe. 
Otway, it is true, belonged to the same period, a 
straggler from the veteran corps of tragic writers,— 
as in a range of lofty mountains we generally see one 
green hill thrown to a distance from the rest, and 
breaking the abrupt declivity into the level plain. 
But at each of the periods here spoken of^ the tragic 
or the comic muse was attended by a group of writers 
such as we can scarcely hope to see again, and such 
as we have now to complain of seeing unrivalled, 
while they are themselves suffered to remain undis- 
turbed, in old collections or odd volumes. 

These probed the follies, as those unveiled the pas- 
siods of meti; depicted jealousy, rage, ambition, love, 
madness, affectation, ignorance, conceit, in their most 
striking forms and picturesque contrasts ; took posses- 
sion of the strong holds, the 'vantage points of vice or 
vanity ; filled the stage with the mask of living man- 
ners, or the ^^ pomps of elder days," shook it with 
laughter or drowned it with tears ; poured out the 
wine of life, the living spirit of the drama, and left the 
lees to others. 

Little could afterwards be made of the subject, ex- 
cept by resorting to inferior branches of it, to a se- 
cond-hand imitation. No doubt nature is exceed- 
ingly various ; but the capital eminences — the choicest 
points of view are limited, and when these have once 
been seized upon, we must either follow in the 8tep^ 
of others, or turn aside to humbler and less practica- 
ble subjects. 
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When the highest places have been occiipietl, 
when the happiest strokes have been anticipated, 
the ambition of the poet flags ; without the stimulus of 
novelly, the rapidiry or eagerness of his blows ceases; 
and as soon as he can avail himself of common-place 
and conventional artifices, he shrinks from the (ask of 
original invention ; or, if he is bent on trying his 
native strength, and ailding to the stock of what has 
been eSectetl by others, it must be by striking into a 
new path, and cultivating some neglected plot of 
ground. So the periodical Essayists, Steele and Ad- 
dison, succeeded to our great comic writers, ?nd the 
Novelists, Fielding, Sterne, and Smollett to these : 
and each lelt works superior to any thing of the kind 
before, and unrivalled in their way by any thing 
since. 

Thus genius, like the sun, seems not to rise higher 
and higher, hut from its first dawn to ascend its meri- 
dian and then decline; and art, like lile, may be said 
to have Its periods of infancy, manhood, and old age. 

We see what Sir Walter Scott has done by turning 
ap again to the day, (he rich mould of ancient manners, 
and wild unexplored scenery of his native land, and 
we alreetly see what some of his imitators have done. 

In a word, literature is confined not only wfthiii 
certain natural, but also within local and temporal 
limits, which necessarily have fewer available topics ; 
and when these are exhausted, it becomes a caput 
mortuum, a shadow of itself. 

Nothing is easier than to show bow, from the alter- 
ation of mauners, the brilliant dialogue of the older 
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comedy has gradually disappeared from the stage. 
The style of our common couversation has undergone 
a total change from the personal and piquant to the 
critical and didactic, and instead of aiming at ele« 
gant raillery, or pointed repartee, the most polished 
circles now discuss general topics or analyze ab« 
Btruse problems* Wit^ unless it is exercised on an 
indiscriminate subject, is considered as an imperti- 
nence in civil life. 



ELIZABETH. 

Xitetatuce of tl^t f^eddb. 

In the reign of Elizabeth the English mind put 
forth its energies in every direction, exalted by a 
purer religion, and enlarged by new views of truth. 
This was an age of loyalty, adventure, and generous 
emulation. The chivalrous character was softened 
by intellectual pursuits, while the genius of chivalry 
itself still lingered, as if- unwilling to depart, and 
paid his last homage to a warlike and female 
reign. 

A degree of romantic fancy remained in the man- 
ners and superstitions of the people ; and allegory 
might be said to parade the streets in their public 
pageants and festivals. Quaint and pedantic as 
these allegorical exhibitions might often be, they 
were nevertheless more expressive of erudition^ in- 
genuity, and moral meaning, than they had been in 
former times. The philosophy of the highest minds 
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still partook of a visionary character. A poetical 

spirit infused itself into the practical heroism of the 

Lf * age ; and some of the worthies of that period seem 

less like ordinary men, than like beingis called fortlr 
out of fiction and arrayed in the brightness of het 

> dreams. They had ^^high thoughts seated in a 

heart of courtesy." The life of Sir Philip Sydney 

, was poetry put into action. 

The result of activity and furiosity in the 

i public mind, was to complete the revival of classical 

literature, to increase the importation of foreign 
books, and to multiply translations, from which 
poetry supplied herself with abundant subjects and 
materials, and in the use of which she showed a 
frank and fearless energy, that criticism and satire 
had not yet acquired power to overawe* Romance 
came back to us from the southern languages, 
clothed in new luxury by the warm imagination 
* of the south. 






COMPARISONS OF THE LITERATUBB OF THE PBE-* 
1 SENT AOB WITH THAT OF THE BEI6N8 OF BLI- 

ZABETH AND ANNE^ BT THE BEVEBENB B. 
POLWHELE. 



On looking back to the learning of our ances-* 
tors, the splendid periods of our two queens, Eliza* 
beth and Anne, partioularly attract our notice. 

I have not unfrequently heard it remarked, 
(though chiefly by the superficial or the austere) 
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that we have no pretensions to the learning of Eli- 
;Eabeth's time, or the eloquence of Queen Anne's. 
This observation on the depth of erudition in the 
first Augustan period (for such has it been termed,) 
is partly owing to a mistaken notion, that all people 
of education were little less familiar with the Greek 
and Latin, than the queen herself. Elizabeth, no 
doubt, had cultivated an acquaintance with the 
classics. 

From the paucity of publications in her vema* 
cular tongue, she had, necessarily, recourse to 
books in other languages ; but I much question, 
whether she could have read Greek with a boy of 
the first form in Westminster school. 

We should also take this along with us, that the 
age of Elizabeth was, in every thing, an affected 
age, and where affectation prevails, the fair sex are 
always strongly tinctured by it. A little learning 
may be swelled to an enormous size by artifice, os- 
tentation, and pedantry ; hence, perhaps, that won- 
derful display of erudition in another female per- 
sonage. Roger Ascham tells us, that going to wait 
on Lady Jane Grey, at her father's house in Leices- 
tershire, he found her reading Plato's >york in the 
Greek, whilst the rest of the family were hunting 
in the park. He seemed surprised, but she fissured 
him, that Plato was her highest amusement. Pos- 
sibly the lady had no objection to be interrupted in 
her studies ; she was hunting for applaujBe. But I 
have no wish o detract from the merit of these 
iHustrious females. I will not join issue ytith their pa- 
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negyrisis, I will do homage to their scholarship and 
their talents : yet, in jus! vindication of our own 
times, I will venturi- to oppose to them a Carter or 
a Montagu. 

In Elizabeth's reign, the superior orders can hardly 
he said to have been illiterate, ifa mere acquaintance 
with words will constitute the scholar ; but they were 
miserably deficient in many points of useful know- 
ledge, in those times, when the great body of the peo- 
ple are so greatly ignorant ; but when science is begin- 
ing to shed her lustre on a few, the clergy are gene- 
rally observed to catch the first illumination. The 
clergy, however, in Elizabeth's golden days, were 
irradiated by a species of light which generated ob- 
scurity. Distracted by the jargon of scholastic 
ambiguities, the priests of Elizabeth were skilled 
in such argumentation, as never produced convic- 
tion in themselves or others. Their sophistry was 
worse than ignorance ; for " the soul to be without 
knowledge is not good," saith Soloman ; but I 
would rather acquiesce in dreary emptiness, than 
fill my mind with logical barbarilics. Despising 
their mother tongue, they were accustomed to ad* 
dress the people in I^atin ; though however fashion- 
able Latin sermons might have been, theymust have 
seen the absurdity of preaching in a language which 
few of their audience understood. An English ser- 
mon indeed, stuffed with all the terms of theology, 
must have been almost as unintelligible. 

For the information of the common people, the 
bible was translated into English; but as the com- 
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mon people were unable to read English, they 
could not, even now, approach the scriptures. 
There followed, therefore, a pretty general institu- 
tion of reading seminaries. 

The authors who distinguished themselves in this 
reign, were men of great abilities; but they were 
<^ rati nantes in gurgUe vasto/* at such a season, true 
genius and learning always shine transcendantly, 
contrasted, as they must be, with the general dark- 
ness. I was going to add, that men of ingenuity are 
encouraged to exert their utmost powers, by 'the 
applauses of an age which cannot restrain its admi- 
ration; but the praises of the ignorant neither 
soothe nor stimulate. The History of Sir Walter 
Raleigh must place him in our esteem, when we 
consider the barbarous language with which he 
struggled. The ecclesiastical polity of Hooker, 
who was superior to the pedantry of the times, is 
worthy of the present age for its liberal and manly 
sentiment; and few have dared contend' with a Ye- 
rulam or a Shakspeare. 

But letters were not generally cultivated ; Shak- 
speare himself was illiterate. 
' In the reign of 6ur other queen, the learned lan- 
guages were taught with a view to real knowledge ; 
though the acquisition of Greek and Latin, in former 
reigns, was little else than the acquisition of words. 
And our own language was much enriched and po- 
lished. The productions, however, of writers in 
general, had no claim to elegance; few were in pos- 
session of correct taste. Clark was a deep theologian, 
but he. was phlegmatic and dull : Shaftesbury dazzles 
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Iwilh a false brilliaocy of Et}le; Berkeley puzzles by 
liis subtleties ; in the mean time Locke and Newtoa 
may be gazed at with wonder, tfaougb the reputa- 
tion of the former seems to be gradually declining. 
In poetry, we see a cluster of pleading writers, and 
Pope and Addison are mentioned as the most con- 
spicuous. But Pope is not original; and Addison 

kJ8 no longer regarded as a poet, though he uill 
ever be esteemed as a moralist. In hi^ prose essaj^, 
indeed, a late ingenious critic hath discovered a 
want of precision. Grammatical accuracy, and ex- 
actness of expression, were reserved for a Lowth 
and a Harris. But to proceed in this manner would 
be endless; I proposed only a sketch of our best ages, 
in order to awaken the memories of those who might 
be williBg to decide on the question, whether this 
present race hath any marks of degeneracy from the 
learning or the virtue of their forefathers. If I am 
not mistaken, it already appears that the English 
nation hath made a gradual progress in Hteratui 
from the time of Elizabeth to that of Anne, Indeed, 
even our morose declaimers have allowed, that 
Queen Anne's was properly the Augustan age of 
this country. Thestreams of knowledge weredeep 
and clear, and yet diR'used. 

At this moment, literature is still more extea*^ 
aively spread abroad ; but " 'tis grown shallow, it 
eeems, in proportion to its diffusion." 

There is a want of candour and of reflection t^ 
this trite remark, the analogy of the stream will no 
longer hold good. Is it not ridiculous to say, that 
bgcauiy W8 in»T havs five hundred literaxy men 



I 



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 16t 

dmongst US, each individual is less learned, than if 
we had only half the number; or, that none, in such 
a number, are deep, because many are superficial : 
the contrary position would be much more rational. 
I should rather suppose, that the prize of learning 
would be contended for with stronger emulation, 
on account of the numerous competitors, at such a 
crisis as this ; when there are so many men of abi' 
lity, it must require very great talents to be dis- 
tinguished above the rest. For a clever illustration 
of this, let us look only at the present state of 
jpoetry. 

Mote than a third part of those who have a clas- 
sical education, can now write tolerable verse. 
Those of our Wickhamists are superior, in versifica- 
tion, to the best poets under Queen Anne, if we 
except Pope and Parnell. 

Among the choice of poets, therefore, who charm 
us with their mingled melodies, that bard must 
ipossess peculiai^ sweetness, to attract our chief 
littention to himself, among the multitude, who risfe 
far above mediocrity, it must require exalted talents 
to be greatly distinguished. The same observations 
may be applied to other species of literature. He 
whose acquirements are now no more than common, 
.would formerly have been regarded as a deep scho- 
lar, and would not have been overlooked in a 
crowd of literati. Perhaps we have, at this junc- 
ture, as many writers as there were readers in the 
age of Elizabeth ; and while the greater part of the 
community have minds improved and cultivated 
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into elegance, our poetry is musical and richj our 
history is luminous and elaborate, our philosophy is 
enlarged and liberal, and our theology is simple 
and pure; and it may, I think, be justly obser\L'd, 
*' So distinguished an age hath never before existed, 
when he who was educated under the Wartons at 
Winchester and at Oxford, might converse on 
poetry ivilh a Hajley or a Mason; on divinity, with 
a Hurd or aPorteus; on morals, with a Johnson; 
on history, with a Gibbon or a Robertson ; on anti- 
quities, with a Gough or a Whittaker; on anatomy, 
with a ShL'ldon; and, after having viewed the gal- 
leries of a Reynolds, might repair to the theatre of 
a Stddons." 

The history of literature teaches us to consider 
its decline, only as (he dcvelopement of a groat 
principal of succession, by which the treasures of 
^^^^L the mind are circulated and equalized; as shoots 

^^^^^1 by which the stream of improvement is forcibly di- 

^^^^H rected into new channels, to fertilize new soil-:, and 

H| awaken new capabilities. Zoroa^ti r dies, but the 

^L lore of the Magi and the Chaldees is preserved by 

^^^^H the Egyptians, Egypt sinks into decay; but the 

^^^^B mantle of Hermes is bequeathed to Plato, and 

^^^^P Rome rises into literary greatness, when the world 

■ is beginning to retort upon the fallen Greek, the 
B epithet of barbarians. Even the darkness which 

■ • succeeded the dissolution of the Roman Empire was 
B but temporary. The sun only set in Europe to rise 
^t in Asia. Pale indeed, and obscured for a time, un- 
^^^^H der (he tempestuous reigns of the immediate sue* a 
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ces9or9 of Mahomet, but regaining its brightness 
under AJ Itaschid and Al Maimoun. Knowledge 
had only completed its circle, and the Western 
world was a second time to receive from the 
East, the seeds of improvement and the elements of 
greatness. 



The art of printing, as practised in the fifteenth 
century, rather multiplied copies than originals. 
The first presses were either almost entirely em- 
ployed in translations from the classics, or engaged 
in fixing the more volatile effusions of romance and 
poetry, particularly those of Italy, or in impressing 
thousands of reams of popular tales into the service 
of their country, or groaning under those solid and 
ponderous tomes of ecclesiastical dullness, which 
were emphatically termed labours: general history 
was, therefore, but little regarded; local history 
still less ; and domestic not at all. 

Connected with the progress of literature, and 
according with observations I have made in another 
place under the department of biography, it ia wor- 
thy of notice that from a very early period, we 
mean typographical period, booksellers settled and 
accumulated round the metropolitan church, St. 
Paul's. The reason for this is obvious, as it was 
the most public place in the city, and consequently 
the centre of notoriety. I shall therefore briefly 
notice a few of the publications that have issued 
from Paul's, at the same time observing," that I 
could have added largely to the catalogue, bad I 
deemed such an addition necessary.. 



170 historical view of 

In the sixtbbnth ckntort. * 

"The late Expcdicion in Scotlande. Made by 
the Kinges Army under the Conduit of the Ryght 
Honourable the Erie of Hertforde in the Year of 
our Lordc God 1544. Londini, cum privilegeo ad 
imprimendum soluni. Imprynted at London iu 
Fowls Church-yarde, by Reynolde Wolfe, at the 
Sygne of the Brazen Serpent, Anno 1544." 
Bishop's Bible. 

"The Holie Bible. Imprinted at London, in 
Poules Church-yarde, by Richard Jugge, Printer 
to the Queenes Majestie, 1568, fol." 

This is the first edition, the second was printed 
1742, by the same person. 

"A New Enterludc no lesse wittie than pleasant, 
entituled, New Custome devised of late, and for 
divers Causes nowe set forthe. Never before this 
lyme imprinted, 1573." This is in black letter. At 
the end we find, "Imprinted at London, in Fleete- 
streete, for Abram Veale, dwelling in Patilea 
Churche Yarde, at the Segne of the Lambe." 
George Gascoigne, Esq. 

This author, whose works were popular in the 
beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, seems 
to have been the Farquhar of those times: he was . 
born at Walthamstow, in Essex, and being of a < 
volatile disposition, flew from one university to the 
other ; he then rested a little at Gray's-inn, 
where he enlisted under the banners of the law; 
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but deserted from them to those of the army, 
wherein his courage became so conspicuous, as to 
entitle him very justly to the motto which he as- 
sumed, of 

Tarn Marti qaam Mercario. 

The plays of Gascoigne, viz. the Jocasta, . the 
Supposes, and the Glass of Government, incorpo- 
rated with his other works, were published in 4to. 
in 1575, with this title, 

"The Posies of George Gascoigne, Esq. cor- 
rected and augmented by the Author, 1575. 

Tam Marti quam Mercario. 

Printed at Liondon for Richard Smith, and are 
to be solde at the North West Doore of Paul's 
Church." 

" The Paradyse of Daynty Devises. Conteyning 
sundry paltry Precepts, learned Counsels, and ex- 
cellent Inventions, right pleasant and pro 6 table for 
all Estates. Imprinted at London, by Henry Disle, 
dwellyng in Paul's Church-yard, at the South West 
Door of St. Paules Churche, and are there to be 
solde. 1577." 

^^Andria. The first Comoedie of Terence, in 
English, by Maurice Kyffin." Black letter. "Print- 
ed at London, by T. E. for Thomas Woodcock, at 
the Signe of the Blacke Beare, in Paules Church- 
yard. 1588." 

"Rural Sports. Imprinted at London, in Paules 
Church Yarde, at the Sygne of the Lambe, by Abra- 
ham Veale." Black letter. 

" The Countesse of Pembrol^es Ivy Church : 
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coDtainins^ the affectionate Life and unrortunale 
Death ofPhiHis and Amyntax; that in a Pastoral, 
tbis in a Funerall ; both in English Hexameters, by 
Abraham Fraunce. London: Printed for Thomas 
Orwyn, for William Ponsonby, dwelling in Paules 
Church Yard, at the Signe of the Bishop's Head, 
1591." 

'* Midas. Plaied before (he Queenes Majestie 
upon Twelfe Day at Night, by the Children of 
Paules. London : Printed by Thomas Scarlet, for 
J. B. and arc to be sold in Paules Church Yard, at 
the Signe of the Bible. 1599." 

"The Battell of Alcazar, fought in Barbaria, 
between Sebastian, King of Portugal, and Abdel- 
melee. King of Morocco, with tbe Death of Captain 
Stakely. As it was sundrie Tj-mes plaid by the 
Lord High Admirall his Servants. Imprinted at 
London, by Edward A llde, for Richard Bank worth, 
and are to be sold at his Shoppe in Pouls Church 
Yard, at the Signe of the Sonne. 1594." 

" The Tragedie of Dido, Queen of Carthage. 
Played by the Children of her Majesties Chappell. 
"Written by Christopher Marlowe and Thomas 
Nash, Gent. At London, printed by the Widow 
Orwin for Thomas Woodcocke, and are to besoldc 
at his Shop in Paules Church Yafd, at the Signe 
of the Black Beare. 1594. ' 

" The Wounds of Civil War, written by Thomas 
Liodge, Gent. London : by John Dancer, and are 
to be Bolde at the Signe of the Sunne, in Paula 
Church Yarde. 1694." 
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" The Gentlemans Academic ; or, The Booke of 
St. Albans.*London : Printed for Humfrey Lownes, 
and are to be sold at his Shop in Paules Church 
Yarde. 1595." 

Ip^ the seventeenth centurt. 

"The Pleasant Comedie of old Fortunatus. As 
it wa& plaied before the Queenes Majestie this 
Christmas by the Right Honorable the Earle of 
Nottingham, Lord High Admirall of England, his 
Servants. London: By G. G. for William Apsley, 
dwelling in. Paules Church Yard, Signe of the 
Tyger'sHead. 1600." 

*^ Loves Metamorphosis, by John Lyllie. Printed 
for Wm. Wood, dwelling at the West End of Paules, 
at the Signe of Time. 1601.'' 

" Satiro-Mastix ; or, the untrussing of the hu- 
morous Poet. As it has been presented publikely by 
the Right Honorable the Lord Chamberlaine his Ser- 
vants, and privately by the Children of Paules. By 
Thomas Dekker. 

Non recito cuiquam nisi amicii, idque coactm. 

JLiondon : Printed for Edward White, and are to bee 
solde at his Shop neere the little North Doore of 
Paules Church, at the Signe of the Gun. 1602." 

** The Honest Whore, with the Humours of the 
Patient Man and Longing Wife. Tho. Dekker. 



• To this book, I take it, Ben Johnson aUudes, ^hen he makes 
Master Stephen say, *' Uncle, afore I go in, can yon tell me, an* be 
have e'er a book of the sciences of hawking and hanUng? I woald. 
fain borrow it.'* — Every Man in hit Humour, JtciU Scene 1. 
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London : Printed by V. S. for John Hodgets, and are 
to be sold at his ShOp in Panics Church yard. 1604." 

" This Gallant Cavaliero, Dicke Bowjer newly 
acted. London : Printed for Simon Stafford, for 
Nathaniel Butler, and are to be solde at his Shope in 
Paules Church Yard, neere St, Austen's Gate, 
l(i05. 

" Westward Hoc. As it has beene divers times 
acted by the children of Paules, written by ThoiAas 
Dekker and John Webster," printed for the same 
bookseller, 1607. 

" The Tragedie of Claudius Tiberius Nero, 
Rome's greatest tyrant." Truly represented out of 
the purest records of those times; 

ElEludiortlaborc- 

London : Printed for Francis Burton, dwelling in 
Paules Church Yard, at the Signe of the Flower- 
de-luce and Crowne, 1607." 

" Worke for Armorours, or the Peace is broken. 
Open Warres likely to happen this Y'eare, 1609. 
God helpe the Poore ; the Rich can shift. 

Saiifit (oto Mbti impius orbe. 

Written by Thomas Dekker, Printed for Natha- 
niel Butler, dwelling in Paules Church Yard, at'a 
the Signe of the Pied-Bull, neere St. Austin's Gate, 4 
1609." ^ 

" The Atheist's Tragedy ; or the Honest Man's 
Revenge. As in divers Places it hath often been 
acted. AVritten by Cyril Tourneur. At London, 
Printed for John Stepneth and Richard Redmer, 
and are to be sold at their Shopii, at the West End 
of Paules, 1611." 
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" The Shepherd's Caleoder, by E, Spencer. 
London, Printed by H. L. for Matthew Lownea, 
and are to be sold at the Signs of the Bishop's 
Head, in Paules Church Yard, leil." 

*' A Woman is a Weathercock, a new Comedy, 
as it was acted before the King, at Whitehall, And 
divers Times publickly at the White Friers, by the 
Children of her Majesties Revels. Written by 
Nat. Field. 

si aalura ncgal, facil iadignatio veraum. 
Printed at London, for John Budge, and are to be 
sold at the ^reat South Doore of Paules, and at 
Britains Bursse, 16i2." 

" When you see me know me; or the Famous 
Chronicle Historie of King Henry the Eight, with 
the Birth and virtuous Life of Edward Prince of 
Wales. As it was played by the high and mighty 
Prince of Wales his Servants. By Samuel Rowley, 
Servant to the Prince. At London, Printed for 
Nathaniel Butler, and are to be sold at his Shop in 
Paules Church Yard, near St. Austin's Gate." 

'* The Description of a Maske, presented in the 
Banquetting Roome at Whitehall, on St. Stephens 
Night last, at the Marriage of the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Somerset and the Right Noble the 
Lady Francis Howard. Written by Thomas Cam- 
pion. London, Printed for Lawrence Lisle, dwel- 
ling in Paules Church Yarde, at the Signe of the 
Tyger's Head, 16U. 

It would be useless to quote examples of the 
booksellers living in Paul's Church-yard beyond 
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this period ; because as the trade increased, and li- 
terature became more diffused, it appears that this 
was no longer considered as its emporium, and their 
shops receding in some degree from the cathedral 
became dispersed to all parts of the town. 

There is little doubt but that, in the Srst instance, 
the number of eminent divines who, at the early 
part of the last century, exerted their talents in the 
cause of piety and virtue, among whom Archbishop 
Tillotson takes the lead, had a very considerable 
effect upon the principles of the people. But while 
they aimed at a general correction, the writers 
against the profaneness and immorality of the 
Engliiih stage, of whom the Rev. Jeremy Collier* 

• Tbis learned and laborious iitint was, u appean bj Ihe rFcaol- 
al'toD of Dr^dc^, (hr ockDowlrdgmcdt of VanhruE, and Ibe irritalion 
ofBcDDii, ofiofinllr Me in corrKliDKlhc lircnKonsnro oflbe tiajc, 
which, aa may br seen bj the intrndurlion lo bit celf hrated work, ai 
well Si by Ihe piecti againel which il was levelled, seems to baire 
wanted rorrection at murh as any system of immorality pooiblj 
conldj far, n« he observH, 

" The bosincH of playi ii to recommend Tirlne and lo diKounte- 
nance *<ce. To shew the uocerlaintj of human grealness, ihe sudden 
lurns of fate, and the nnhappy conclmiod! of violence and iqjusllce. 
'Tis lo expose the lingalarilics of pride and fancy, [o make folly and 
falachooil cnnlemptibte, and (o bring etrry thing thai is ill under 
infamy and neglect- Tbit dnign has been oddly pursued l>y tbe 
En!;liih ilage. Our poels write with n different liew, and are gone 
inlo another inlereit. Il i> Irnc, thai were Ihe !r,inlenl ions fair, Ibey 
might be serviceable lo ihis purpose. Thej have, in a great mcainre, 
Ihe springs of Ihouehl and inclination in Iheir power. Sbow, music, 
aclinn, and rhetoric, are mokinfi enlertaininFDlB, and, rlgbtly em- 
ployed, would be very iignificanl : bnl force and motloD are Ibingi 
IndilTereat, and the n&e lies in Ihe nppliealian. These adranla|^arc 
now in Ibe enctny'i hand, and under a very dongeioni maiWKemeiil. 
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was the most eminent, ivere equally sedulous to 
cuuuteract the cffecis of those viciuu§ and indecent 
representations nhich lightly disgraced the thea- 
tres. 

At this time Addison arose, and, ranging himself 
on the side of religion and virtue, efiected an equal 
reformation in the Ion er elates of enormities ; we 
mean those that were not sufficiently important to 
demand legislative interference, nor sufEciently 
grave to admit of the animadveraion of the pulpit, 
though they might very considerably infringe upon 
the order and regularity of life, and tbe decorum 
of society. These fled before the pen of that ele- 
gant author and his able associates.* 



Likp ciiDuuii Gciied, Ibey aic (lointfil ihi; nrnng naj, and by Ihe 
slrcneUi of Ihr derinre Il>e niltchier ii niadr Ihr grealFr." 

la Ibis BDIhor Ihr clergy rouod a raosi ab]r and uutxpMtcd rham- 
pioD Bgaiatt tbe abuie wllich wai lo conslamly IrTclled fran Ihe 
ilage al Iheuicerdotal cbaraclcr, and apjiear lo liave bad full reTcajce 
on the inipicly and Uliberalit)' of all our draraaiicaiiihort, from ihe 
age of James dowmo Ihe lime iifCornrcfei Ibongbwe flmily brlicYc 
that Ihe aniinadveraioni nf CnlliT KCrt Btimulali-d by a mure laud- 
able motive than Tecgeauec, anrt thai beioughidramaiicrrforioatiBn, 
which, to hii iiuiDorlBl haaour, he had the bap|iiTJe!s orcRrcliiiK lo a 
1 cry great and pcrmiineDl drgreej Ihe coosequrnce of whicb wai a 
very general reforroalion of mnmiers. 

* Altbon|;b Ihe inwn had mil, at Ihe heglntiing nf Ihe lailcenlurj, 
been M deeply billen by a Tainntula (which U veil known lo be 
aa Italian tpider,) as it, inoit unfurtnnatcly.is at (hebr];iaoinBof Ifae 
preient, yet tbe keen nb^prTaiioa of Ihe Spectator led him lo foretee, 
nbile bit palrioliim induced him to endeavour In pretrnl, Ihe efleeli 
of ibc larantiimni, (rbich he rightly judged vould soon become the 
epidemic diieaie among the higbi-r otden of lociety in ihe metropolis: 
howeier, bi> preicriptloDi were found loo lenient, hli raillery luo de- 
licate, to eradiCBlc a panioa (hnl had leized the lown by ils tm. 
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The literature of this age, respecting the effeclA 
•of which I have, lo one instance, just gives m 



and coMeqvendj novnted to the heads of the people The operatic 
rafe, which, froB a getm pUated by the irst Itmliaa Umgen 
ported, who wog at Tork-boildkip 1092, clowcd with the 
ferTeocy oo the airWal of Nicolioi, in the year 1708. la Ihc year 
1714 appeared on the sta^, at the Opera-hooso, Mn. Antattatia 
lloblBtOB.* The riral tyrem, Cazxoni and Faastiai, wcflcalM •■ 
the opetm t tage at the saaw tne, and rery frcfocwlly ia the wamm 
pieces } a circonstance that is said to have dirided the towa into twa 
parties, and to tiare caused more enmity than the dispatcs thca 
about hf^ and low chnrch, or the coateatioas 
Chetoriflt.f 



• This lady was broaght from Italy by the celebratei Eail af 
Petcrbofongh, who afterwards married her. Traditioa spcsJcs highly 
of her character ia her exalted statioa. Her afisbility, charity, aad 
other Tirtaes, rendered her eztreaiely beloved ia the ncigh hoaihu o d 
of Beris Mount, where she, we have heard, coastaatly rciidBd. Hit 
lordship, in consequence of the turn which the poUtlct of the tlaMt 
had taken, lived there in what he tenaed retircMeat; thoagh his 
popalarity with oae party, the elegaat accompilshmeati of his lady^ 
aad the beauty of the situation, rendered his fitfaiaa object of very 
general attraction. 

f By this trait we may discover that oor ancestors were almost as 
foolish as ourselves. This dispute afforded too happy a source af 
ridicule to be neglected by the wits of those times; It was, la foet, the 
parent of numerous effusions. It was seized on by Arbuthaot, wha, 
ia aa irregular ode, and some other pieces of brood humour, ea» 
deavoured, though, we few, wicb liule success, to render (he prioci- 
pals coatemptible, and their supporters ridicnlons: but, alas I J<iha 
Ball, though at this time absurd, was concomitantly obstfaate, 
was so thoroughly Italianized with respect to his ear, that it hasi 
said be would have admired Mrs. Tofts much more if she had aot 
aa Eaglishwoman. 

But to return to the Cuzzoniand the Faustini. The Hon. H.Walpale 
relates that his mother, the lady of Sir Robert Walpote, enchanted with 
the straias, aad perhaps with the popularity, of those two Italiaa 
aightlngales. Induced them, by the all prevailing mediam, la lead 
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hint, is so well known, has become bo much the 
standard of taste and the criterion of genius, that a 



ThE first te^nlsmpcTatbalHaaobibited aflcr the arrival ofNko- 
liai nas Pjrrbu!, in whicli ibat performer, Valcnlioi, aod Mrs. Tofia, 
Are laid ta bavc enchaulEd Ihrir uuditncc, and (o have fixed Ibe 
faibjoD of tbosr eiotic dramai, at least for b seaton. Yet so fiuclua- 
ling was the taile ot the public, (bat a few yean after, during a 
gleam of eoodicDse, Farlndli, notwiikilauding bis htfh rrpulallon, 
is said, by Gibber, to bave suDg to an audiroce of Svo-aad-tblrtj 
poDDds. >' Siill," he eonlinun, •* if Faminoii fame may be credilea, 
tbe lanie voice, so neglected in one couDlry, had, in anolher, cbann* 
■ufficient tn make Ihe crcwn sil eniy on the bead oraaioparch, wbich 
the jealousy of polllicians (nbo had their tieni for bis keeping it) 
feared, irithnul some inch extraordinary measure, hii satiety of em- 
pire migbt tempt him a second time loresigo." 

CIMit'i Life, qimrlotd- y. 343. 



their Tocal assistance to a concert which she gave at her honse, A 
concert given by the prime minister's lady, we abautd have snpposed, 
would bare breo sufiicieDllj attractive wilboal those eoch no tress ei. 
Witb them it was irresistible. 

The EDgllsh nobUity, who were ritremely numeroai, gave their 
elegant hostess little trouble abont precedence ; hot to prevail on the 
opera singers to relinqoiah the pat could only be accomplisbed by 
renouncing the plensure of hearing either of them herself. The knot 
could not be untied ; it was, (htrefore, cut by Ihe foUowiug eipe- 
dieati — Lady Walpole, after many efforts, Gndiag it imposaihle tn 
ptevail on one of these faniailic dames la aing wbi-n tbe other was 
present, took Fauslini first lo a remote part of Ibe house, under pre- 
tence ofihewing her somi: very cnrlous china, during which time the 
company obtained a song from Caziuni, who supposed that her rival 
bad quilted Ibe Geld. A similar expedient was used, with equal sac- 
ceu, to obtain tbe happiness of a song from Fauslini. 

Such was the cnmpliance of fashion to the whims of two opera 
Indies, who, it Is probable, artificially kept ap tbe ball, toi, when 
alone, laughed at tbe absurdity of their benefacton.. ,j ,, . -ii 
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very few words will suffice to convey my ideas upon 
a subject on wbicti, were I not fearful of bestowing 
" too much of my (ediousness upon my readers," 
I could be extremely diffuse. 

It was not until the reign of Anne that the 

" Hob of Ecolipmrn who urate wilh esip, 
Spral.Carciv, <;rdley,:iDct a liDHdrfd more, 

Thot gipam'd lik.- Bt-int fhf miEcHlani« o>r," 

falling from the zenith of false taste, nearly sunk 
into the pool of oblivion, and are now less remem* 
bered by the few of their flimsy productions that 
floated on the surface, than by tbeir being mentioned 
in the works of authors of far greater eminence. 
Yet it is certain, that while this age abounded in 
good writers, it had its full proportion of those 
that were bad. The Freeholder, tlic Craftsman, 
Examiners, Intelligencers, the Crisis, Public Spirit 
of the Whigs, and a number of other periodical 
works and loose pamphlets, devoted (o politics, 
drew after tbem shoals of inferior effusions, which, 
it is probable, would only have lived their day, and 
then been " heard of no more," had they not been 
embalmed in a manner which renders many of them 
stiil accessible to us. 

To speak without metaphor, the vehicles in which 
many of those ephemeral productions have been 
conveyed to us are the Mercuries, Magazines, &c. 
of those times ; a species of literature for which 
Pope, both in the Dunciad and its notes, expresses 
the highest contempt, and which we certainly, aa 
those productions were then managed, do not mean 
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to volunteer in favour of, because their contents do 
not embrace that general philological character 
which ought to have distinguished iniscellaDies of 
that nature, but are merely transcriptions from the 
political, or, rather, party productions of those 
times, and are, in many instances, equally deficient 
of wit, humour, information, or the smallest parti- 
cle of genius. 

This is the more to be lamented in an age when 
those properties so much abounded, because it 
shews that their elegant effusions only circulated 
among the higher ranks of society, and that the 
retailers of remnants, who were more arduous in 
the pursuit of profit than praise, sought no higher 
gratification than that which arose from the compi- 
lation of workg calculated to have a most diffusive 
spread amoufr the middle and lower ranks of life. 

All men in those times were politicians ; therefore 
both administration and opposition took care to 
employ writers equally florid and dull, who wrote 
prescriptions exactly suited to the palates, or, I 
should, perhaps, rather say, to the disorders of their 
patients; therefore these literary quacks became, 
apparently, the best mental physicians.* 



earring to wrllen ot real seului, we muit berc lament, that 
nol eitsDl any very good print of Addison. Those fcw por- 
f h\m (hat I have seen, bnidn [heir being ill neculed, arc, 
r Tutares, bo diulmilar, that it ii impoisibie they can all 
aetta at that celebrated author The tale Mn. Digbf Colet, 
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To the fiappy discoren) of printins;, the means 
of multiplying copies, the world, that is, the lite- 
rary world, the booksellers, owe the happy dis- 
covery of the true art of selling bargains, which 
they have now practiced for a long series of years 
with equal skill and success; and I can easily 
conceive one of the patriarchs of the trade, sta- 
tioned, for instance, " in Paul's," where one is glad 
to observe the business is still stationary, contem- 
plating, with anxious thought and deep research^ 
the situation of the times, whether the country was 
infected with the religious, the political, the party, 
the theatrical, or the warlike mania, and with in- 
finite wisdom adopting his bargains, >thich at first 
were folded in small papers, and seldom valued at 
more than a penny each, to the taste of the passing^ 
hour, aud of the passing multitude. And here it la 
curious eaough to remark, how very soon afler its 
firm establishment in this kingdom, the press was 



of ShrewibuT;, Ibe widow of rb« I>wa ofLiMBare, had mce a rery 
bcBDlirnl uinUtarF of him, paiptcd bj Zink,* which was said b; her 
lo ha« been a eorrecl likencH (of whfcli, from ray knowledee of the 
norki of the painter, 1 have no) Ihe leail doobt). Thit ptclore tin, 
C.D.icnIlo Mill Addison, wilh whom the natacquainlrd, and Ihal lady 
WB) highly gratrfni li> her for luch a raluable rebrmbtancF nfhT, ho- 
noured parent. What became of the miniature I have menliODCd, it 
ii iiiipostihie losa;; if il fliU remain], a print from it woald be ft 
valoabieacquisillDD bMb lo Ihe literary' and grapbic world. 
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made subservient to the passions and humours of the 
reigning powers, and how soon it became: 'tinted 
with reflections from the colours of the age. . .r. ; 
In the reign of Henry the Seventh, some treatitea 
on the mathematics, and also some curious prophe* 
cies, issued from the press : these, whichs'eem to be 
opposite as truth and falsehood, although they^ 
proved great bargains to their proprietors, caused 
their authors, Ripley, Ergbom, Blackney, &c. to 
be reputed necromancers, and practisers of the 
black art ; though, however they might deal) with 
the devil, experience has convinced us, that in their 
dealings with their publishers we might safely 
wager they proved no conjurors** 



• Little more than forty years since, there stood, close to the place 
where the beggiog-bag for the prisooers in the Gate-house was sus- 
pended by a rope- affixed to a pole from the second story, an ancient 
|;aieway, and al«o an ancient building, running backwards a coo» 
tiderable way into the Almonry, Westmiotter. In this buildiiij^, it is 
€aid, one of the first printing presses in this kingdom was erected. 
On the other flide this gateway, till it was dilapidated to form that 
public nuisance which is now called Date Street, part of a boUdiag 
remained which bad in several places the arms of different abbou. 
Here, it is said, the alms of the brotherhood used daily to be dis- 
pensed. Adjoining to this was a range of low sheds, which probably 
had been cells or lodgings for the lay brothers, who, except upoo 
special occasions, had the care of the eleemosynary department. 
Here the paternosters, aves, creeds, &c. &c. were sold, and here, as 
tile learning of the age improved, or rather as the means of dispersing 
that leamlDg acquired facility, the lay brothers, who now became 
booksellers, used to vend other religious and prophetic books, and, 
as we know Edmnnd Dudley was an author* living near this spot, 



• He wrote a book, entitle^ Arbor Republicc 
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In the reign of Henry the Eighth, the principal 
bargain in the black letter way, (if we except the 
works of Sir Francis Bigod and some other great 
scholars, which were in Latin, and also excepting 
the conjuring books as before excepted,) was ^^ The 
Unkennelling the Romish Fox ; " and the next to 
that, ^^ Shingleton's Seven Churches," and his 
" Pennyworth of Prophecies." 

To this, in the next reign, succeeded, '^ The 
troubled Man's Medicine ; " an alterative, calcula- 
ted to operate upon the minds of the people, at 
that time wavering betwixt two religions* 

The bibliopoli'cal bargains of the reign of Mary, 
we find, were but indifferent; for which many 
teasons might be assigned, if they were not already 
sufficiently obvious. 

Before the works of Cuthbert Tunstall, at first 
Bishop of London, and then of Durham, three 
combs are displayed upon a shield, which is sur- 
mounted by a mitre, and we are genealogically in- 
formed that he was descended from the barber of 
William the Conqueror, and are also happy to find 
that, in point of literary loquacity, his effusions 
are no disgrace to the oral profession of his an- 
cestor. 

In the age of Elizabeth, the press teemed with 
bargains of every description ; yet we dbcover, 



who in his works encouraged (he darling propensity of his matter, 
probably some which we should now term political, or rather re* 
lating to political economy. 
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that as the authors abounded in genius, they were 
the more cautious of disposing of, or indeed exhi- 
biting them in their works. 

In the whole range of the plays of Shakspeare, 
however fond he might be of a quibble, which, says 
Dr. Johnson, with more solemnity and dignity than 
the subject requires, ^^was to him the fatal Cleopatra, 
for which he lost the world, and was content to lose 
it ; " yet he has few of what may be termed real bar- 
gains ; which is singular enough, if we consider how 
coarse the con versatio nof the age was,and how close- 
ly he is supposed to have copied from nature. Not 
so his compatriot, Ben Jonson ; he seems to have 
been one of the most eminent sellers of bargains of 
his time ; of which, were it not for fear of contami- 
nating the purity of my pages, I could, from his 
works, quote many instances. As it is, ^I shall 
leave the said works to the public, with one obser- 
vation, namely, that perhaps the bargain sold by 
Brainworm, and those bought by Cokes, are the 
most unexceptionable commodities of this nature to 
be found in them. 

In the reign of James the First, the quibbles of 
Shakspeare, the bargains of Jonson, the conceits of 
T. Heywood, the eccentricities of Massinger, Middle- 
tony Beaumont, and Fletcher, all the comic eifusions 
of the stage, and, in fact, things the most solemn and 
serious, upon which authors had before descanted 
with the utmost solidity and gravity, resolved them- 
selves into that rhetorical figure which is termed Pa- 
ranomasia, or the Pun. This distortion of language, 

BB 
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whicit certainly owed its birth lo some odd perversion 
of tlie human intellects, first sprung up among the 
Greeks, who transferred it to the Romans ; it was lost 
Or mislaid during the irruption of the Goth^, but is 
said, even in the dark ages, to have been dug from 
under the ashes and rubbish of the city they had de- 
stroyed. It was occasionally, though sparingly, used 
by Monkish writers, banished by the Reformation, 
but, in the learned age we are celebrating, revived 
and transplanted to Court,* where it grew and flou- 
rished, and, as has been observed, its blossoms were 
dispersed from the throne, and its fruit received from 
the pulpit,t the senate, the bench, the stage, &c. 

In this happy era, the criminal obtained a pardon 
for a pun, the jury were coavinced by a pun, the lover 



■ "The moK cmiopni Courl Fautrr of Ihii ngf, I coDC«i>e lo be 
William Aleiandrr, (:arl orSlirlini;, who wrole four pla^s, which 
iie«r were, nor indeed oeter could be acted. They wete onlj re- 
markable fer aboDndiD^ nilb aumeraut iperimens of ibe affected and 
vitialed iangiiHeeor the tirnn.of nhich tfae (biee following qaolationi 
maj serve as ioi lance:. — 

" WbilslFuriei, fuiioni by mj fury made." 

"Greal Pompej's pomp 19 pa»t," I 

Aod J 

"Toieemgncivilio tlie»e citil wan." 

f InilancH afthii prapcuitj inay be fonnd in the century of 96 
golden Scrmoni af Dr. Aodreiti, Bishop of WifKheiter, who obtainrif 
(he name of Chrjamtom : nor was he the only ditine -. Dr. Reynold*, of 
Ulford, i6 ttalcil to hnve been inrccled wilh lhl» /imhi vrriorum, and 
(o hate ioocnlatcd tbii Uaitenily, whence it spread 10 Cambridge, 
■hence over Ihe whole Tiland. Vide the iipectator, :(o. 61. The paai 
DD Pntadiie. Paradei, Golbick Matrimony, Landaff, Eve wai A^aiaf 
Kuah, Ab no '. and a hoodred others cqaally ingriiiaiu, are in the 
recollection of e*ery ime. 
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gained his mistreBS by a pun, and if a man launched a 
pun upon the exchange, it became literally a note^ 
and he might demand what credit he would upon it. 
Let a gallant carry a pun to his tailor, and this in* 
genious emanation of his mind was soon formed into 
a suit of clothes for his body. 

Haying seen the learned of all ranks and professions 
most laudably engaged in punning through the peace- 
ful reign of James, I must, I fear, however slightly^ 
glance at times which assumed a much more serious 
aspect, and, however reluctant, contemplate a period 
when the attention of mankind was transferred from 
words to things, a period when wit, humour, and 
loyalty, fled together, and the people were taught to 
behold, ^^ as in a glass darkly," every object appen- 
dant to an exalted station, every person in the upper 
ranks of life, through a sable medium, and in particular 
every article belonging to the court, as a bad bargain. 

Alluding to the solemn mockery of the Interreg- 
num, a season in which, though conceits, quibbles, 
and puns, were banished, I suppose from their 
having some, though a false resemblance, to wit and 
humour, and the learning of the schools was in danger 
of degenerating once more into mere school-learning, 
we must observe, that the art of making bargains 
of every kind received an improvement, which, from 
its first invention, it had not hitherto attained ; this 
kind of traffic beginning at the head extended, and 

" Wben there wai do more to purchase 
O* the King's revenae* or the charche't," 



« Among the extraordinariet of thote times^ an ordinaoce was 
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descended lower, and pervaded every order of tJie 
people; among whom, "the Children of God" seem 
to have divided themselves into two sects, namely, the 
bargainers and bargainees. 

Respiring from the horrors of civil war, arms once 
more yielded their place to the gown, and the loyal 
hand that had just before wielded a sword, now 
flourished a pen. Escaped irom the barbarity of the 
dilapidating system, and the vulgarity of republican 
ideas, of late so prevalent, genius once more ex- 
panded. The arts, which, seared by the turbulence of 
the times, had receded, and, dispersed in every direc- 
tion, had fled to other shores, were now courted back ; 
they appeared to have improved during their seces- 
sion; they brought in their train taste and elegance, 
wit, humour, and hilarity. 

But it has been said to be the characteristic disposi- 
tion of the people of this kingdom, never to ki 
when they had enough of a good thing. In their 
happy situation, they were not content to enjoy, bat 
must luxuriate. This propensity led to excess anA 
exuberance, which were in many respects visible^ 
but in none more than in the writings of the age. 



paiicd, IM9, for Ibc sale of ihr King, Qurcn, and PriDCe'i landi; 
alto for the salr of the landi of Riihopn. Deani, and Chaplcn. Uaj 
16. IfiSS, aflcr niDrleen ordinaDcn had paiied fur salei of tfaii nature, 
Wbilchall and SoDicnel nere exposed. Jaly 6, 1659, HamptOB 
Coarl wu ordered (a be sold, wilblbe gardrnt, meadows, iiarks, ud 
deer, the nutei af tbe nnivenilir*, collegn, bails, free-ichooli, 
ciliei, mlahlFn' glebe lands t and lo macb of Ihe fortunei of Ibe 
Dobilil7> Sentry, and ricb cilixeiu, u exceeded £300. pei 
(bared Ibc rame fate. Mtrturin* PeUtlctib 



I 
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Whether it was to distinguish these literary effusions 
from those of the puritanical school which had pre« 
ceded them, and which might be truly said to be 
bound, is uncertain ; but it is certain that the works 
of the Cavaliers were remarkable for their looseness. 
Waiving any observations upon these productions^ 
which have indeed been roost laudably exposed and 
censured by others, not only for their general tenor, 
but for a species of humour, which, whatsoever vices 
and follies we may have at present, would not now be 
for a moment endured, I shall only observe, that even 
this subject, prolific as it certainly was, was at length 
exhausted, and the writers, in order to be as near the 
mark as possible, were obliged to have recourse to 
bargains, of which I conceive the rude answer of Lord 
Rochester to the man that was supposed to have seen 
many things, was the first of that period, but which, 
when this ingenious vein was set abroach, flowed 
through every rank of society, and infected every 
mode of conversation. 

Had we not known this compendious and elegant 
species of wit to have been practised in the theatre, as 
well before as behind the curtain, we should have 
learned it from Dryden^s Prologue to the Prophetess, 
in which we find these lines : — 

''Then think on that bare bench my seirant lat, 
I fee him ogle still, and hear him chat, 
SelUng facetioos bargains, and propounding 
That witt J recreation, call'd Dumfonnding.'* 

The absurdity of this kind of bargains attracted the 
attention of Sir Richard Steel, who, in the 504th Spec- 
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tutor, sceius so well to have exposed them, tliat I 
have no doubt but tbe bite of hanging in chains, than 
which it was impogsible to carry the wit and humour 
of the practice further, put an entire stop to this 
mode of traffic; nay, even the original method of 
•elliQg bargains, in the vicissitude of human a6^ir9, 
it bas been observed, exceedingly declined, as tbe 
great nterchante in this way either found iheir itock 
fail them, died, or left offbusiness. The trade, upon 
a contracted scale, was indeed revived by Fielding, 
who put Squire Western into tbe shop where the 
greatest bargains were sold at that time. Dr. Smol- 
lett, too, was fond of dabbling a little in this way : 
butthe last, (bough by no means the least, dealer in 
bargains and other articles of that nature, but still 
more contraband, was the author of Trie tram Shandy. 
I have lately seen a copy of this work, which, from 
some circumstances, is conjectured to be tbe one he 
kept for his private use, which 1 have great hope 
will be properly disposed of, as it does appear to be 
one of the greatest bargains that the united efforts 
of the rolling and printing presses could have pro- 
duced. 

DISFERfilO.V OF ANCIENT BECOKDS. 

Among the many learned observations which I have 
heard in the Court of Exchequer, a court in which, 
from the nature of the subjects frequently discusced, 
it is necessary both for the judges and advocates more 
particularly to advert to the ancient state of the king- 
dom than perhaps in any other, I was once struck with 
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some observatioifs upon the dispersion of manuscripts 
at the fall of the abbeys, which seemed to me, as I 
was then considering the subject, so curious, that I 
retained them in my memory until I had an oppor- 
tunity, which a crowded court would not afford, of 
committing them to paper, and believe the quotation 
that follows is generally correct. 

** When the lesser abbeys were dissolved, an event 
that happened in the 27th year of Henry the Vlllth, 
the priests, who still retained hopes of better times, 
although they were commanded to send their papers 
to the Augmentation Office, generally disobeyed those 
orders, and endeavoured to secure the mo^ valuable 
of their deeds and records, either by consigning them 
to the care of private persons, or by sending them to 
Rome, where they were deposited in the Vatican or 
in other places of security. Of those that remained 
in the kingdom, many have been discovered in the 
archives of private families, and some were reclaimed 
when better times for their owners did arrive. But 
the reign of Mary being too short a period for re- 
storing the establishments which had been so violently 
overturned, the writings and records of monasteries 
have, like the estates which they described, conveyed 
or adapted to peculiar uses, to a considerable degree 
remained in the hands of lay possessors, who seem, 
wUle they grasped them with avidity, to have, with 4 
more than religions tenacity, adhered to them . Those 
that are preserved in the Vatican, or dispersed over 
Italy, are now of little use, and indeed, when finind 
and referred to, are considered only as objects of 
curiosity." 
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UBI ANIHTTS REQUIETIT ET H1HI BELIQUAH £TA- 

TEM A HEPUBLtCA PROCUL HABENDOH DECREVI ; 

SOU PTIIT CONaiLIUM SOCORDIA DESIDIA BORCH 

OTIDH CONTEREItE. 

SALLUST. 



ilSramattc literature. 



Theatrical representations, however rude, hare 
been among the amusements of all nations, eren io 
their original state. 

During the government of the Anglo-Romans, the 
pleasures arising from the stage seem to have been 
pursued with avidity, and if we may be allowed to 
judge from the remains of theatres that have been dis- 
covered, or from their representations still extant 
upon medals, to have been very generally adopted. 
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_ * 

In Rome, we know that they were at the same pe* 
riod the delight of the people; and we also know 
that there are vestiges of them still to be traced in the 
colonies of Gaul and Iberia.* 

The Roman actors, that either visited or were set- 
tled in Britain, it is probable, as in Gaul, derived 
assistance from the Bards, an inferior order of the 
Druids, long known in both countries, who, when 
they engaged in secular entertainment, were denomi« 
nated scalds. These scalds, who were the true fathers 
of the minstrels, or, indeed, minstrels under another 
appellation, were unquestionably the original corn- 
posers and representers of performances that were, in 
our apprehension, entirely dramatic in (his island. 

In the general wreck of affairs in this country after 
the recession of those people, that the histrionic art 
fell with their theatres is certain : how far it was 
revived by the Anglo-Saxons we shall now briefly 
inquire. 

Before the conversion of these to Christianity, their 
religion, like the paganism of the ancient Britons, 
was diistinguished by numerous circumstances of rude 
pomp and barbaric grandeur. 

In the decoration of their temples, and in all the 



* The amphitheatre at Nismes, which is not only the most beau- 
tifU, bat also the most perfect specimen of this liind of buildings in 
France. Such were erected in eTery colonial city and military sta- 
tion. At Toledo there is still the remains of an ancient Roman thea- 
tre, which is now converted into a Christian church, as in England we 
have seen this order of things rererted, and a Romish chapel diverted 
into a theatre. 

cc 
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magnificence coincident to the worship of Woden, 
Thor, and Freja, there was something; theatrical, 
somethinf;; that seemed a tasteless, though splendid, 
addition even to druidical ostentation. The orations 
of their priests, and their musical accompaniments, 
bespeak a people whose sensibility was alive to the 
stimulations of sounds, both vocal and instrumental. 
To their feasts, therefore. Scalds and Harpers were 
appendages absolutely necessary.' These performers 
(more numerous among the Saxons, who were more 
devoted to the pleasures of the table, than among the 
Britons,) used to recite, and to the sound of their 
harps and other instruments, to sing of, the warlike 
deeds oftheir ancestors. They had with them, when 
they performed, one of their order, who was ab- 
solutely a low comedian, and who, under the appella- 
tion of the Gleeman, used lo amuse his audiences with 
stories, tricks, and mimicry. 

It is curious to observe how, in all ages, a general 
similarity prevailed in those kind of performances. 

In the miracle plays, mysteries, and moralities of 
the ecclesiastics, the Gleeman, although he haa loot 
his cognomen, still kept his amusing situation. In 
those he was designated the Vice. In stage plays 
he was called the clown; and when to this species 
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of the drama ihe puppet-show succeeded, he was 
denominated the merry andrew.* 

This kind of character was, among our ancestors, 
in such esteem, and consequently request, that the 
domestic Gleeman, afterwards, the fool, became an 
officer absolutely necessary in every prince*9 and 
nobleman's establishment. 

The character of the minstrel, as he appeared after 
the Norman Conquest, seems to have been still 
more theatrical, that is, more amusing than that of 
either the scald or the harper. He appears to have 
possessed all the qualities of the gleeman, who had 
then degenerated into the Vice, with some that were 
additional, for which he was obliged to the renova* 
tion of experimental philosophy. He had magical 
deceptions and legerdemain, as we may say, at his 
fingers' ends :f he was a vocal and instrumental 



f This kind of charactirr baa been so dear to the inbabitaote of 
different parts of Europe, that they have deoomioated it by the ap« 
peUation of their favourite food. In Englandy it it ealled Jack Pad- 
ding: in France, Jean Potage; in Italy, Macaroni; and iq Holland, 
Piclile Herring : in ail countries its office is the same, tIc that of 
amusing the multitude by tbe affectation of folly, and alKording a 
temporary triumph to the understandings of its auditqrs and specta* 
tort, by a series of absurd jests, stories, well-contrived mistakes, 
tricks, and blunders. 

f The Minstrels, in consequence of these qualifications, were 
temed Jonglears, Jogelurs, or Juglnrs, a species of men that exist, 
and, Qoder tl^e tame itinerant habits of life, practise in Indottan, 
China, Africa, and all parts of Europe. In every period they seem, 
like the gipsies, to have considered England, Wales, and Ireland, 
(for we do not hold them so respectable as tbe hereditary pi pen of 
Scotland,) as their favourite nations. Chester was oncis their head- 
quarten) their royal seat ; but they also abounded to London, particu* 
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performer, dancer, posture-master^ and jester. 
These kind of people were formed into parties; 
which may be termed (ho most ancient strolling 
companies in the kinE:dom. 

They used to travel from town to town, and from 
village to Tillage. How agreeable they must hare 
been to the English,* whose peculiar cast of hu- 
mour induced them, upon every occasion, to seize 
opportunities for the enjoyment of these kinds of 
exhibitions, it is, by what almost every one has felt, 
easy to conceive. 

From these circumstances, therefore, aided bj 
our knowledge of the strong propension of the 
human mind, in every state of society, to relaxation 
and amusement, at those periods when the evib of 
war, the care of self-defence, or (he horrors of 
famine, did not press upon it, it is certain that ac- 
tors, under one or other of the appellations that 
have been slated, had, from the earliest ages, been 
known in Britain although Ihey were not com- 
pletely systematized until after the Norman Con- 
quest, when the companies of minstrels were in 
many respects, as has been observed, what itinerant 
companies, especially (hose that frequeut fairs and 
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larly at feiliTal tfmM. Ve Iutp, tn the- pfTioin of Brolaw, 
felfo, tbF Sir ur Comui, Jonai, PRnlof , Flocklon, and Jobsoa, 
dKcplioDt were once the admiraliaa of ibe high and the loi 
tbeir le|itimale docendwiti. 

■ *' What dear deligfat to BriloBt tune affordi, 
E*er the iport of mobi, but na« oriordf ', " 
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depend more upon the exhibition of ^^ slight drolle« 
ries,'' music,. dancing, and legerdemain tricks, than 
the performance of regular dramas, now are. But 
if we wanted a further confirmation of this fact, if 
we wished to clench the, nail that wq have thuB 
driven to its head, we shall find the instruments 
properly adapted to this purpose in the frequent 
notices extracted from the works of John of Salis- 
bury, a writer of the twelfth century. 

This author, who was himself a monk of Canter- 
bury, is, like the rest of his brethren, ardent and 
energetic in his declamation against minstrels* 
Why? Because, according to the trite provert»| 
two sorts of men whose pursuits are similar c(^l 
never agree. It was the business of the monks to 
make their way to the heart through the medium of 
the senses : of this their miracles are proofs. Th^ 
minstrels flew their hawks at the same quarry. 
The former were, to use an operatical phrase, seri- 
ous men; the latter buffos, or comic performers* 
Tliese, as the age became more enlightened, (whiU 
the tired nation had, during the reigns of the first 
Normans, a respite from heptarchical, piratical, and 
Danish distractions,) had, perhaps, the greatest 
influence. This was a sufficient reason, though 
certainly not an excuse, for the virulence with which 
their reverend opponent attacks them.* 



• In theiiztby tefenth, and eighth chapten of the int back -of Ms 
treatisf y entiUed, ** P§tteraiictti d« Nugit Curialium.** The title of 
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There is no doubt but that this monk, by far the 
most elegant writer of hia time, had accurately con- 
sidered his subject.* It ia not very frequent that 
ne can, in monastic effusions, discern any ayniptoim 
of classical taste; but we find that he had formed 



Uie tiilltebHplFrii, " De Muaca,tt IiutruneAtit, tt Moiu tl Fructu 
torum.' [OfMnilc, of luttrumCDl). and the PioGlto be dciiTcd ftona 
them.] The MUCDIb chapter is called, " Th DiiiimilHudint Aagntli 
tlKtrtntt" [OritaeoppinileDiiptuiliaHi of AugjoE-lui aod Nero.] The 
•Dtbor, in thl> chapter, a fler recking iailancn id point rnpecliDg 
tbe«e lno empereri, in concluiioD alludes la Ihe ilage, in Ihne words, 
" m,lrU^H«> tl tHimI, ptcunia, injlml^, «<.^att noi. gr=v«t»l>.r.- 
lBc{Stro) made DO scrapie of bettoHlng immenie turns of moiejr 
upon aclan and stage buflboni*]. The title of ilie cigbih chapter li, 
" Of UhlthniSus. r( mimii, el Pra^ilislalBrilui." [Of Acton, and 
Stacr Buffoons, and Jugglenf ]- This iircludes a Hbrm declamatioa 
againil the Ereal men, bis (nBlcmporariei, wbo, bowoer ibej nigkt 
delcit the infamy of Nero, yet in lame iaaiaocn they folloircd hi* 
enmple. Of ihete. as pmofs, he mentions tpeciaclo prepared at 
a great e I pent e, which be places in a despicable liKhlt forgelling, 
at the same lime, those spectacles a ilh which his mouaslery abouadel, 
and in tome of wbirh be bad probably been a perfurmer. This i> 
natural; men iibo nre ardeiit and eocrgeiic in Ibe censure of othen 
arc Tcry freqnenily apt to give an nnboaoded toleration to Iheir 
o»n energetic irregularities. 

• Godwin, in his life nf Chaucer, has, with uncommon pains and 
iodaitry, drawn [ogelher many valuable materials respecting Ihe 
early drama ; uf some few of which I hace BTailcd myself ia 
Ibis disquisition. 



re (0 have forgolten thai Nero, wbMe 

mean to defend, whether moved bj 

eoDipuorlion or caprice is now unknown, at onetime, byaiolema 

edict, mppresfed and prohibited all kinds of stage ptnys ai 

exhibkions.— FUa SiielBttiat in Pit. Nero. leil. 16-SG. 

i Jocntator. — 'Aquinai. 
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his style upon better models than, generally speak* 
ing, his own country produced. He says, that the 
players (Histriones) in the reign of Nero were com- 
paratively respectable men to those of his own time^* 
Plautus, Menandcr^ and Terence, arc mentioned 
by him, for the purpose of degrading these modern 
malitia. He expressly denominates the objects of 
of his reprehension spectacula et infiniia tjfrocimi raiti- 
tatiSj quibus qui omnino otiari non possunt^ perniciosiui 
occupentur. [Spectacles and innumerable rudiments 
of vanity, by which persons who could not endure 
to be idle might be occupied in worse than idle- 
ne8s.]f This author allows that performers were 



« This was nn^aettSomibly tniet a^init nonklsh prejudice the 
drama had a hard straggle for existence ; the actors, either obliged to 
depend upon the casual bounty of the nobility, or upon their col- 
lections at fairs and festiTals, were, with respect to their refennes, 
io a Tcry precarioos state. A week of success was, on the ensaing 
Sunday, sure to be followed by anathemas against them and their 
works, and eihortations to the people to desist from such vanities : 
therefore^ when the gain of the one party was deemed the Ion of 
the other, It Is no wonder that the stronger used eVery art, and 
employed every proper instrument to emblason In the most diabolical 
colours the weaker. Still, however, io spite ef opposition, the 
drama must have become of considerable importance, not only in 
jfengland, but all over Christendom, as the people of all nations are 
by the Council of the Lateran (the 15) forbidden to be present at 
stage plays or io encourage tumblers and jesters. — Cam^ 15, 16. 
Scrip* torn iii. p» 734. — The work of John of Salisbury is one of the 
most valuable, because the most certain, notices that we have of our 
early performers. It was probably from observing the avidity with 
which the people followed the amusements of the stage, that the 
clergy were induced to encourage burlesque festivals, which may bo 
termed melo -dramas. 

f This observation Is a retort to the laity* who had even then, w« 
think, denominated Buny of the Monks jikb§p Lubhen, 
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admitted into the greatest houses ; but with respect 
to (heir moral characters, as he evidently writes 
under the influence of prejudice,* and had not the 
art of alluding to improprieties of conduct in the 
language of chastity, it would be of little advantage 
to follow him.f 

Such, therefore, is the best account which we can 
collect of the early state of the English stage. Mira- 
cle plays and mysteries, representing the history of 
some legendary saint, were common in the metropolis 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries; they are 
mentioned by Fitz-stephen, in a passage thus trans- 
lated by Strype; " London, instead of plays belong- 
ing to the theatre, hath plays of more holy subjects, 
representations in which the holy confessors wrought, 



■ Tba( the rnacogr nt ibli good father amloi' p)a;ers rileadrd 
alio to pari! { Ihe Diaiinrr in which he meniiang Snphorin iia snffi- 
ticDt f root — Fiie Ja. Sarisi. Sug. Carial. lii.i,rap.H. 

f SI. Thomsi AquiDai leenis lo haie a eery dilTrrenl opinioD of 
pla;] and pla^ert From that shich pertndcs Ihe wiiId^s of John ot 
Salisbury, natHilbjtXinding he stales that il h a crime to f iie snper- 
daoosly or laiishly to Ihe latleri a proof Ihal in liii llm? playt irere 
Dot anly often performed, but Ihe actor* In Ihcm very librrally paid . 
Although ihe whole passage ii (oo long lo qunle, il may be neceuary 
lo gite hit opioiun of theatriral per form a aces, to show Ihal In bii 
days conlroier^y rmbraced other intyecK than ihe philmophy of the 
■chooU. Officiam hMrionam, quad ordinnfur ad satallun ioniinifinr 
tshatndum, nan cil icruninm te illicltam. [Slage playi, which are 
directed lo recreate and lolnreman, are ddI in Ihcmsetiea anlawfnlj 
Setvnda Situnda: Qtuttt. Art. 3, ad 9 m. This author cnndcmai the 
Cdstom of Aclors and Attrma appearing <n apparel of Ihe contrary 
•CI. — Ibii. Art. S. He probably knen that il had been a caslou al 
Rome, from Ihe time of Nama, forthemioiireli todiiguise tliemseWet 
in womea't apparel on (be Idn of January. Tke reuOD for ttbkh 
may be seen in Plutarch, Svm. (/aatl. 55. 
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and sufferings in which the glorious constancy of mar- 
tyrs did appear." 

With respect to the con^position of profane plays in 
the thirteenth century, we believe, notwithstanding 
it appears that the works of the ancient tragic and 
comic writers were well known, the metropolitan 
authors did not attempt any thing like regularity ; 
nay, even at the time when Shakspcare wrote, Dr. 
Johnson, as we have before observed, says, that the 
rules of the ancients were known to few ; he means 
practised by few; for in fact, when they were 
practised, they were found by no means congenial 
to that good sense which has in all ages marked 
the English character. This we have observed 
classic iu the coldness with which plays written upon 
models have been generally received : therefore 
the erratic, but still natural, composition of our 
ancient drama succeeded, as it was found to be a 
picture of life, and consequently more in unison with 
the taste of the people. 

While the minstrels were the only dramatists, it is 
most probable that their memories were stored with 
many pieces that were traditional, and consequently 
short. These were merely interludes, which betwixt 
their performances of singing and dancing they intro* 
duced. They were frequently exhibited in the Inn 
yards of the metropolis ; places which, from their 
ichonography and their surrounding galleries, of 
which we have some few specimens still left, it ap- 
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pears could be, with little trouble, converted into 
tolerable theatres. 

That the drama had attained to some, though per- 
haps not a very considerable, elevation in the four- 
teenth cenlurj-, may be gathered from the works of ill 
eminent opposer, Bradivardtn, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, who wrote against the stage in 1345. • In this 
he was followed by Wicliff, who has been termed the 
Morning 8tar of Reformation, who levelled his elo- 
quence against plays in ISM) f . 

We could, were it necessary, multiply instances of 
the existence of stage plays in thethirteeuth and four- 
teenth centuries ; but a§ none of the piece have de- 
scended to us, what we have already said upon the 
subject is sufficient for our purpose, which waa to in- 
dicate their effect upon the people. 

That they were universally reprobated by the mo- 
nastic orders and other clergy, is very little the sub- 
ject of our wonder ; but that Wicliff, who must have 
seen, in their exposure of the various devices of those 



• Fide dt Cauia He, I. i, tap. i, cotalL Wlh. 

+ lD«n inqiiirj of Ihii nalure, lo entplojifd in Ihe mist of Rlltt- 
qnilj, we arr glad id obtain informalioD from every anlheolic Knrcr. 
Tbal plajtrrs were, in Ihe fourleeoth cenlurj, coniidered ai of great 
imparlBoce, in their Influence upon the morals of ihe people, may lie 
coDJcclared by tbc Mnlules that were made for restraining tbose 
enonniliei Kbich, il is probable, their enemlei accaced them of com- 
mitling. Tbcy were, in consequence, by (be act of Ibe I9(h of Rich- 
nrd tbe Second, C9p. 6—11, forbidden lo perform. By Ibr 4lh of 
Jlenrj the Foarlh, eop. «T, all minstrels, playerf, and Tag.ibondi, 
were banished from Walet. They n-ere also reilraiued by tbe 171b 
of Ed nard the Fourth, cap, 3. &c. 
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Ikthers^ in their censure of clerical enormities, and in 
their coarse jesting upon the prevalence of passion 
over discipline, \¥h4ch frequently displayed monks 
and friars in uncanonical situations, (a most powerful 
engine in support of his cause,) should so pointedly 
stigmatize them, is a little extraordinary. Yet per- 
haps he made this small, and probably insidious, sa- 
crifice to monastic prejudice from his knowledge of 
human nature, prone at all times to such relaxations, 
and in his own age so infatuated with them, that what 
he could say would, he was certain, have no efiect 
toward the repression of so deep-rooted a propensity; 
or, rather, that itVould cause the taper which he had 
thus snufied to burn the brighter. 

We must now, therefore, consider the people of 
the metropolis as in some degree enlightened, and 
consequently conscious of the overbearing, and almost 
omnipotent, power of the See of Rome, receding in 
some measure from their monastic spectacles, and in- 
finitely delighted with shows and representations 
which may be termed secular. 

From the early part of this period (the fourteenth 
century) every adventitious circumstance seems to 
to have taken a dramatic turn ; their pageants, 
shows, feastings, justs, and tournaments, had alia kind 
of histrionic arrangement, and were calculated to pro- 
duce a theatrical efiect.* 



. * lo the coane of the foarteenth centary, the Haanners of the 
EagHsli may be pretty accurately traced in tboie of the Freoch. 
LondoD^ eren then, in its fashioDs and amosemeatSy strongly reflected 
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That the sagacity of the monks and. friars enabled 
them to discern at a great distance, in this propension 



the features of its tasteful origioal, Paris. It was In the rei^n of Ed- 
ward the Third that that close imitatioo, so loog th€ 'delight aad re- 
proach of this country, began. 

" We conqoer*d France, but felt the Syren's charmi ; 

Her arts victorious triumph'd o'er our arms." 
lliis triumph was in no part of our domestic arrangement more qob- 
apicuous than in our adoption of their plays, shows, and proccMisBt, 
as well as their fashions of dress and deportment. Of these one ftpe» , 
cies was a most extravagant and ostentatious display of BagBiflceoce 
at those assemblies called Cours pUnieres, (full courts,) which were 
held twice a year, viz* at Easter and All Saints Days in f^BBce^ WUt* 
suntide and Christmas in England, where they were introdaced by Bd- 
ward the Third. Cours jtlenierea were also held by the monarcht of 
both countries at their coronations, marriages, or the baptism of their 
children, and when they conferred on them the order of knigbilMod* 
'* These festivals did not fail to attract a great number of qaackt,* 
jugglers, rope-dancers, merry andrews, and mimes. The merry An* 
drews told stories ; those that were called jugglers played open tkdr 
cymbals, while monkiev, dogs, and bears, danced. It it laid that the 
mimes excelled in their art, and (hat by their gestures, attitodet, and 
postures, they expressed a passage in history as clearly aad patlieti- 
cally as if they had recited it.** 

St. Foix, Estayt upon PmHs, F9L IK p^6^ 

These eihibitions took place in the court-yardi and isMnenaeMlt 
of the palaces ; and if, while canvassing so grave a subject, we mSfht 



• The minstrels, among the abundance of their qnalificatlom, pro- 
fessed pharmacy, and prescribed as apothecaries: they vended their 
medicines at markets and fairs, and were consequently the int 
mountebanks. 

In order to induce the people to swallow their noitnimf, tlMy, 
after a verbose recommendation, had them presented by one of tbdr 
tribe, who performed the merry andrew ! a character tliat it MlU lO* 
toinedas an appendage to the itinerant doctor ; thongh, we think 
the medical lottery, in which medicinei are the blanht^ aid Iho 
prizes a silver cup, spoons, &c. Is a more modem contrlvaace. 
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to what, in their most moderate langmgie, they termed 
^' uitbanctified sports " and '^ unholy pleasures," the 
fall of their establishment, there is no question : they 
therefore endeavoured, in their plays and mysteries^ 
to oppose pleasure to pleasure, and sport to sport, 
and from their then influence their example was fol- 
lowed by the public schools, and their system adopted 
by the parish clerks, who seem at one time to have 



be allowed one moment to oDbend, we should observe, that it seems 
to have been fortunate for the spectators, that no satyrist or fabulist 
ever took up the matter, and endeavoured, though we know the thlog 
was next to impossible, to draw a parallel betwixt the Iraman and 
animal courtiers, and to hint something about quacks, jugglers, 
mountebanks, mimes, &c. which might, in those ages, hare been ill 
received. 

The dinner at the inangoration of Charles the Siith, presented a 
splendid spectacle of this nature, as well as a most excellent repast. 

Fide Froiaarif torn. ii. cap, 8. 

When Philip the Fair knighted his three sons with all the pomp of 
ancient chivalry, a ceremony which was performed on Whit-Sundaj, 
ISIS, he invited the King and Queen of England, who, with a great 
nimiber of their barons, crossed the channel, on purpose to be pre- 
sent. This festival lasted eight days, and was rendered no less re- 
markable by the magnificence of the dresses exhibited, than by the 
sumptuousness of the tables, and the infinite variety of diversions and 
amusements, that were, upon this occasion, drawn together. France 
and England equally combined to furnish characters and actors ; so 
that this is stated to have been one of the most superb, and at the same 
time entertaining, spectacles ever exhibited. 

** The princes and lords changed their dresses three times every 
day. The Parisians presented several shows. In one was difplajed 
the glory of the blessed ; another exhibited a view of the infernal 
regions, and represented the torments of the damned." To these^ 
which were, we apprehend, of that species of composiUonafterwardt 
denominated masks, succeeded a procession, ** in which appeared a 
great variety of the animal creation i this was termed, * the Feast of 
the Fox.* " Hist, ie FarU^ torn. i. p. 43. 
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shared the ppplause pf the town with the profesnlonal 

actors* 

Whether, io this contest, the monastic orders woidd 
have been ultimately successful, it is hard to say ; but 
that they might have made a greater stand had not 
their large possessions, and, as was supposed, their 
immense, their incalculable riches, accelerated their 
ruin, is indubitably certain. In this one of the worst 
passions of the human mind, avarice, influencing a 
few, produced the most beneficial effects on the com* 
imunity. 



In the early dawn of literature, and when the 
cred mysteries were the only theatrical performan- 
ces, what is now called the stage did then consist 
of three several platforms or stages raised one 
above another; on the uppermost sat the Paier 
Ccelestis surrounded with his angels; on the second 
appeared the saints and glorified; and the last and 
lowest was occupied by men who had not yet 
passed from this transitory life to the regions of 
eternity. 

On one side of this lowest platform was the re* 
semblance of a dark pitchy cavern, from whence 
issued the appearance of fire and flames ; and when 
it was necessary the audience were treated with 
hideous yellings and noises, as imitative of the bowl- 
ings and cries of the wretched souls tormented by 
the relentless demons. 
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From this yawning cave the devils themselves 
constantly ascended, to delight and to instruct the 
spectators ; to delight, because they were usually 
the greatest jesters and buffoons that then appeared^ 
and to instruct, for that they treated the wretched 
mortals who were delivered to them with the ut- 
most cruelty^ warning thereby all men carefully to 
avoid falling into the clutches of such hardened and 
remorseless spirits. 

But in the more improved state of the theatre and 
when regular plays were introduced, all this mum* 
mery was abolished,and the whole cavern and devils, 
together with the highest platform before men- 
tioned, entirely taken away, two platforms only 
then remaining : and these continued a consider- 
able time in use, the upper stage serving them for 
chambers, or any elevated situations, (as when 
some of the actors should from the walls of cities, 
or the like, discourse with those who were standing 
under them on the lower platforms.) This appears 
from several entries to be found in the old editions 
of the first plays, where mention is often made of 
the upper and lower stages. Strutt. »- 

In Ben Jonson's entertainment of King James 
the First, in passing to his coronation through the 
City of London, A. D. 160S, a large booth or page- 
ant'was erected at Fea Church, measuring fifty feet 
in the perpendicular, and the same in the ground 
line, in which "/Ae scene presented itself like to the side 
of a city^ the top thereofadomed with houses^ towers^ and 
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steeples set off in perspeetitie" viiih. the word Loaduamt 
upon the battlements. 

In the centre or midst of the pegme, there waa an 
aback or square, wherein this elegy was written, 
" Maximus hie rex «(." 

This and the whole frame, was covered with a 
curtain of silk painted like a thick cloud, and at 
the approach of the king was instantly to he drawn. 

There can be little doubt of the fact that the mys- 
teries originated with the eccieiiasticg, and for a 
time were exclusively performed by them : such, 
amongst other instances, was the case of the play of 
St. Catherine, at Dunstable, in the eleventh cen- 
tury, which was exhibited by the novices of that 
priory under the superintendence of a Parisian 
monk; and in France a similar practice prevailed. 

Indeed, the illiterate condition of the laity in 
general, rendered this at first almost a measure of 
necessity, but there is reason to believe that in the 
religious pageants afterwards exhibited by the 
trading companies, the performers were laymen, as 
was constantly the case at Coventry. The regula- 
tions of Cardinal Wolsey for the Canons regular of 
St. Austin, in J519, forbid the members lo bf lustres 
out mimici, though this is understood to mean only 
that they were not to exercise their arts abroad for 
secular or mercenary views. But Bonner, in 1542, 
issued a proclamation to the clergy, prohibiting all 
mannerof common jousts, plays, or interludes, to be 
played, set forth, or declared, within their churches, 
chapels^ &c. 
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Warton says tliat the choristeni or elimosinary 
boys at Mastoke, acted a play every year. 

Sharpt on Mysteries. 



On the restoration of Charles the Second, Sir 
William Davenant took the actors, who were 
termed the King's' Company, under his immediate 
protection. They first performed at the Red Bull ; 
they then removed to a new built house situated in 
Gibbon's Tennis Court, near Clare-market, which 
was the place wherein Orator Henley afterward 
gave his lectures ; and, finally, upon the erection of 
the new theatre on the site of the old cockpit, 
Drury-lane, the King's Company removed to that^ 
where, it appears by the subsequent bill, theatrical 
performances commenced April 8th, 1663.* 

FIRST PLAY-BILL OF DRURY-LANE 

THEATRE. 

By His Majesty's Company of Comediaas, 

At the New Theatre in Drury-lane. 

This Day being Thursday, April 8th, 166d, will be 

acted 
A Comedy call'd 

THE HVMOVROV8 LIEVTENANT. 

The King Mr. Wintersel 

Demetrivs .... Mr. Hart 



* To Uie last editidn of Uie Bio|;raphia Dramatica, there it a m\%m 
take of one year in the date y it is therie sUted to be i^pril 8th» 16M, 

Z £ 
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Seleyivs Mr. Bvrt 

■ 

LieontiTS Major Moh¥ii 

Lievtenant . • . . Mr. CWn 
Celia Mrs. Marshall. 

The play will beg^n at three o'clock exactly.^ 

Boxes 4s.— Pit Ss. 6d.— Middle GaUery Is. 6d.< 

Upper GaiUery Is. 



Stowe somewhere sajrs, instead of stage pl^ys 
have been used comedies, tragedies, interludes, mud 
histories, both true and feigned, whereof certain 
public places, such as the theatre in Blackfrian, 
the Curtain. They played also at Inns, as the 
Cross Keys, the Bull, and the City Globe. 

The petition of the Londoners to Queen Elbabetk, 
which was first commenced in 1580, only operated 
to the pulling down of those playhouses within the 
city, where the sickness, as it was termed, was the 
object dreaded, from having large assemblies oiike 
people in close situations* while those in tlie 
snburbs were encouraged, and indeed sufrred to 
stand till the solemnitT of one ace for a time entiralT 
suppressed, and the gaiety of another remoTed them 
into more eligible situations. 

The sign of the original theatre was a striped 
curtain. 
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Pride of his owd, and wonder of tlift age, 
Who first created and yet rales the stage. 
Bold to design, all powerful to express, 
Shakspeare each passion drew In everj dress : 
Great above rale and imitatiog none, 
Rich without borrowing. Natare was his own. 

Mailet' 



SHAKSPEARIANA. 



Shakspeare 's Dramas were so imperfectly known , 
that in looking over the play bills of 1711, and much 
later, I find that whenever it chanced that they 
were acted, they were always announced to have 
been written by Mr. William Shakspeare. 



. Of the bear gardens and bull rings in the metro- 
polis, thank Heaven ! no vestiges remain ; though 
their number and sites may be pretty accurately 
traced by the names of the streets and places that 
have been erected upon their ruins, and by the notice 
that is taken of a very few of them in the oldest 
map of London now extant.* 



• London and Westminster in the reign of Qoeen Elisabtfthy A.D. 
156S. 
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By this map we observe, that Paris Garden," 
once so famous for its sports as to have attracted the 
attention of many ancient authors, was a small ham- 
let, consisting of a theatre and a fe« houses, or rather 
cottages, on the bank of the Thnmeti, nearly oppo- 
site to the Black Friars, to which there was a ferry. 
A road took exactly the same direction from (his 
place as the London roatl does at present. Close to 
the playhouse stood a cross. The Bear Gardenf was 



• Pari! Garden,] Here a Irrtibte jlaugblerhappFDcd io tbe jrar 
1581, by Itac iaitanlancoui fall ot a icalTaliJ tbal bad bcrn prrpa/cd 
for Itar'ieciptiaD of B muUilude of praiile, but hbi oirrloadcd. 

t Tbe Old Bear G^.rdeD, (rbereia wa> kepi " bears, bulll, and 
•thcr bculi, lo b* balled, and ^la nuliiei in illdr leveral keoQeli 
were Ibere oaurubed lu bail Ibeia," wai oace tbe reagrl of itae 
Dobility and sealry, ai well at of Ihi: ferae ioui, ihe Idle, and dissoluie. 
Whether from the perrormnoce of regolar dranalk pieces Ihc mindi 
oflhc people took a mare ralional luro, is uaecrtafo) bul II k cerlaU 
Ihal iU tporU, once so celebrated, from Ihal period declined. 

Tte Ihenlre called Parii Garden Play-house fell Inlo decay in con- 
■equenceoriberiseoroLhets: and in the lime of Charkt ibe Secood, 
an Act of ParliajBenl was procared for ercclioga parisb-cbltrcb apon 
ils sile, and makiog Ihe manor a parish, " to be called Christ Church 
aad Parish, Sorrey." Such are Ibe TieluilBdrt of faananaftfn.* 
il bw beBO (lalad, ibai Paris Garden «ni anc of ibe noM aoclMI 
play-buusei of (he ae Iropalis ; and Ben Jonion is irprooched by 
one Decker, an envious critic, wilh tth ill success on the stage, i 
iepBRioular wilh baring pcrfonnid Ibe part af Zulinaa, ai F«ri* 
Cvdea.t 



• Oflbe Bear Garden al Hockley in Ibe Hole, ne bare oolicei 
the middle of the last century. What sort of company reioried 
linay bclearned froai Mn- Featrbutn, (rboMys lo Filch, " Y»u mast 
go to Hockley in ibe Hole, and lo Marybone, child, lo le«rn «a|i>gr, 
&c.'— flefeari- Opera, Acli. 

-I- PeDDant'iLondoit, p. 34, 
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irregular in its form^ and had, it is most probable, 
before it was used for the purpose of sports, been 
literally a garden.* The ^ amphitheatre for the 



Among the juvenile irregularities too frequently the concomitanti 
of genius, Ben, it has been ascertained , like Shaks peare and Otway, 
attempted the stage, and was one of the perfonaers at tlie CartAiSf 
in Sborcditch ; a theatre which, according to the dramatic scale of 
those times, was by no means obscure ; nor indeed could any company 
be with propriety termed to* that possessed such aien as Richard 
Bnrhageaod Edward Allen $ '^twosach act«rs" (says Baker, in his 
Chronicle, p. 422,) *'as no age must ever look to see the like ; and, 
to make their comedies complete, Richard Tarlton never had his 
match I never will have, t 

One Decker, as Pennant terms him, is said to have become more 
eminent by having a quarrel with Jonson than by his own works. 
Tct these, it appears, are, in many parts, of considerable merit, and 
only narked by tbaiama inequality which lo promioenfly distio^nfahcs 
lh«te 0( bis rival i for certainly, with respect to Ben, oo produclioit 
of the same author can be more unequal than Yolpone and the Alche- 
mist, compared with the Tale of a Tab, and the New Ion or Light 
Heart. 

Among the eccentric characters of that age, Roger Ascham, school- 
master, and afterwards Latin Secretary to Queen Elisabeth, is stated 
t« !»«€ bee a not eoly enuocAtly skilled in the learned langoagest ^9t 
9U9 exeesiivdy fond of gaming, cockofighting, and btar-baitiog, and 
eonseqaeoUy a great frequenter of Paris Garden He, it Is farther 
sAidy when he had reduced himself to poverty by his inordinate love 
•f tuck amusements, was, by theQoeen, appointed bear«keeper to the 
(klflom House. What the officers of her Mfgesty*s customs had to do 
wHb bears, we are yet to learn. For an instance that she was herself 
figffmt admirer of the latter sport, vide Qoeen JEliaabeth's Entertain- 
nient» at Keail worth Castle, 1575. 

* There was no part^ either of the metropolis or its environip 
tM, aatil within tiic$t \9U fifty years, retained so nach of Ike 



• .Vide Biogrophia Dramatica, voL 1, p. S64, 
f Of all these aetors and their lamlliei, there are neiicet tn tkn 
records of Shoreditch and the surrounding parishes. 
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Bowie Baytynge was a circular buildingy situated 
at tlie back of the bouses on the bank-side; and at 
a short distance, in the immediate yicinity of tbe 
Stews, stood another building of the same fornix 
and apparently of the same size, called the New 
Bear Garden, which was adapted to the same pur* 
poses as the old. 

Mr. Merridew of WarwicjL, is about to pablisk an 
interesting little volume to describe the early 
scenes of the life of Shakspeare, with numerous 
engravings of the various localities alluded to in 
his life. 



From the conspicuous figure that the Boar's Head 
Tavern makes in the works of Shakspeare', East* 
cheap may be termed classic ground. 



style of aotiqnity as the Borough of Sooth wark. The Sre mi Lostfoa, 
an architectoral misfortane that totally changed the Ikce of tike cit]r> 
and from a Gothic caused It to astame a Grecian conate— en, 4i# 
not reach this, one of its wide-extended arms i therefore Its 
piles were silently suffered to moulder under the operation of IIm 
roding teeth of time, until of late the genius of Improremeaty wfctt, 
nke the ColoMus of Rhodes, strode from the North to the South aidet 
of the metropolis, crushed them at once under one of his eaorsMiM feet. 
Among the ancient houses and places of note in this populow, aaa 
new commercial, town, let us notice for the last time, as they are 
rapidly receding from even the memory, that there were formerly tW- 
palaces of the Duke of Suffolk, and the Bishops of Winchester aad 
Rochester ; the mansions of the Abbots of Hyde, Lewet, St. AagaitiBe» 
and Battalle; Battaile Bridge; the Stews on the Bank Si4e| 
Single WonMUi*s Cemetery i and the Bear Gardens there* 
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This place was in very early times a flesh-market. 
The butchers ranged their stalls along it, and many 
of the houses were occupied by cooks, who, driven 
from the vintry, seem to have chosen a spot that 
afforded them peculiar accommodation. ^^For/' 
saith Stowe, ^* of old time, when friends did meet^ 
and were disposed to be merry, they went not 
to dine or sup in taverns, for these were then mere 
drinking houses, and dressed not victuals to besold, 
but to the cooks, where they called for what meat 
they liked, which they always found ready dressed 
and at reasonable rates. 

Some very old persons yet remember the Boar's 
Head Tavern in Eastcheap* Under the sign was 
written, this is the oldest tavern in London. 

There are extant, among the small pieces called 
tradesman's tokens, some used for change in this 
tavern ; they are probably of the date of Elizabeth, 
antecedent to the copper coinage. 



Fenton the poet, in allusion to the aversion of 
the puritans to theatrical amusements, thus charac- 
terises them ; 

** An age most odioas and accorsM ensuM, 
Di8coloar''d by a pions monarch*! blood : 
Whose fall when first the tragic virgin saw. 
She fled, and left her province to the law.* 



• TbtSf though it is certainly introduced by a circumstance of too 
much solemnity for the subject, is an allusion to the suppression 
of theatrical amusements, which from the time of the first rise of 
the puritans, had been the objects of their greatest detestation. 
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Her merry sister still piinaed tbe gmaet 
Her garb was a]ter*d, bot her gifts the same. 
She first reform'd the moscles of her face. 
And leamM the solemn screw tf sigai «if grace i 
Then cirucmcis*d her locks, and form'dber tone 
By homming to a tabor and a drone. 



As wits seldom know, or at least consolt, their own interest, we will 
not aver that oor early dramatic poets did not, in a grant degree, 
draw down the vengeance of the sectarians upon themselves. BlMik^ 
speare, supposing him to have been the author of " The Paritan | or, 
the Widow of Watling Street,'* • had, in tbe character of SimMi ft. 
Antlins, Nicholas St. Mary Overifs, in the incident of nimatng tlto 
geld chain, and in many other of the characters and circaoMtances of 
that piece, oiTended the party against which his satire was levelled 
beyond nil hopes of forgiveness* Jonson, in the cariont c omkle nrt lon 
of Ananias and Tribulation, f which ended in a resolntioo of Che 
elders, apon a case of conscience, that though coining was ansancti- 
fied, yet casting of ducats was fo be deemed lawful ; tbe ideft of Rr 
Epicure Mammon, of tailing tbe lead of thecharelMSf and coot trtl ag 
St into gold, saying, at the same time, 

" Let them stand bare as do their auditory, { 

Or have them capp'd with sbittgles,** 
which was a sneer at those who laboured for tbe demolitioa sot ooly 
of the buildings but the hierarchy that had, it is probable, excited 
against him and his writings, and against ** the devil's worlthooiei," 
for so they called the theatres, very considerable indignation, which 
was greatly increased by tbe representation of that etqolfke pIcCare 
of local humour, or humours, ''the Coa^y of Bartholoaiow Fair.** 



* This, it is hardly necessary to state, b one of the seven plays 
that have been rejected by the commentators* Why ? they kaow 
better than we do. It certainly has considerable hoBonr, althoagk 
of the broadest kind ; and though not in the usual style of Shakipcare, 
it ought to be remembered, that his genius was equal to every ityle. 
If he did not write it, who did ? 

f Alchymist. 

% The puritans, among other reverend and polite haUtSy wore 
their liats daring divine tcrvioe io their cooveatlclet. 
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Her eyes she disciplin'd precisely right, 

Both when to wink, and how to turn the white: 

Thus banished from the stage, she gravely neit 

^S8um*d the cloak, and quibbled o*cr a teit i 

But when, by miracle of mercy thewoy 

Much suflering Charles regain*d his father^s tbrooe, 

When peace and plenty overflow'd the land, 

She straight pull'd off her satin cap and band.** 

Ftnton's Poems^Svo. 17 17, ji. 71. 



In his character of Zeal^of-tbe-land Busy, a Banbury elder, to whose 
other virtues he added that of inordinate gluttony, he inflamed the 
whole horde of Banbury saints, while the dispute betwixt him and the 
puppet Dionisins, beginning with, 

** B%$y, First I say onto thee, idol, tboa bast no ealliag. 
Puppet D. You lie! I am calfd Dionisius^' 

eqiimlly Irritated the metropolitan sectarians, of which, from a hint 
that appears in the prelude, he seems to have had an idea, though not 
attended with any apprehension that they would ''censure by con- 
tagion;** though still less could he believe that they would cause that 
long suspension of theatrical amusements which, in the subsequent 
course of years, followed. 

Randolph, on the contrary, seems to have had a presentiment of 
what, soon after his comedy of the Muses* Looking-glass was played,* 
actually took place ; so that the denunciatioo of Flowerdew may b« 
deemed prophetic. 

" Flowerd. It was a zealous prayer * 

I heard a brother make concerning pUy-hoases. 

*' Bird* For charity, what is it ? 

*< Flowerd, That the Globe, 
Wherein (quoth he) reigns a whole world of vice. 
Had been consum*d ; the Phceniz burnt to ashes ; 
The Fortune whipp*d for a blind whore ; Black Fryars, 
He wonders how it 'scap*d demolishing. 



« Viz. in 10S8. 
F P 
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COPYRIGHT OP PLAYS. 

From an account of Bernard lanto^ the book, 
seller, the following information respecting the 
prices paid heretofore, for the copyright of plays 
is obtained. 

Tragedies were the fashionable drama and ob- 
tained the best price. Dr. Young received for his 
Busiris, eighty-four pounds. Rowe, for his. Jane 
Shore, fifty pounds fifteen shillings, and for liMdy 
Jane €rrey seventy-five pounds five shillings. Gib- 
ber, for his Nonjuror, obtained one hundred and 
fifty pounds. 

Illustrations of Shakspeare and of Ancient ManneiBi 
by Francis Douce, Esq. 1807, 2 vols, octavo, 
with numerous appropriate wood and copper 
cuts. 

I kNik «poB thli work as a fort of Hbrtvs Skakipearlaaas % tke 
retearck and learning bestowed on it are immeiMe. DIMIa. 

Illustrations of Shakspeare, from designs by Stot- 
hard, 99 in number, price 21. 



I'th'time of reformation. Lastly, be witb*d 

Tbe Boll Blight cross the Tbames to tbe Bear Garden, 

And tbeie be soundly baited.** f 



f ItVas a complaint of a writer, 1629, that seventeen play-h 
had beca bnilt in sixty years. 
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The Essays of Richardson on the character of Shak- 
speare is a work of considerable elegance of 
style, 

Shakspeare and his times, by Dr. Drake, is a co- 
pious and instructive work, 1817. 

An Enquiry into the authenticity of the various 
pictures and prints of Shakspeare, with five 
engraved portraits of the great dramatist, by 
Beaden. 

Shakspeare's Genius justified by Jackson, 1819, oc* 
tavo. 

A curious and iDteresliog book. Mr. Jackson was a priater, 
and he saw pMfestionally that many of the eirort of the t^t of 
Shakspeare, arose from the ignorance of the printers of the f rst 
quarto and folio editions. 

The Character of "Shakspeare's Plays, by William 
Hazlitt. 

The Life of Shakspeare, with Essays on the origi- 
nality of his dramatic plots and characters, and 
on the ancient theatres and theatrical usages, 
by Augustine Skottowe, Esq. S vols, octavo. 

The author's primary object is to compare the dramas of 
Shakspeare and their sources. Tl»e work is likewise intended to 
contain all the scattered information which the general reader 
can require beyond the common glossarial indei and notes^ 
affixed to the common edition. 

In Dekker's Gull's Home Book, speaking of the 
gaUants of his time says, there is the- French 
lacquey and Irish foot boy struggling at their 
doores with their master's hobby-horses to ride 
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to the newe play • BO that as to the randevous 
thither they gallopt in post ; let us take a pair of 
oars and row lustily after. 



SICK OF SQAKSPEARE, AT TBB PERIOD Or TUB 
ACCESSION OF GEORGE THE THIRD, 1760. 

The grandest display of the art of sign -paint ing 
in the metropolis was exhibited near the corner of 
Little RiiFisell Street, Drury-lane, in the whole 
length figure of Shakspeare, standing on the angle 
of (he pavement opposite to a house which had 
been a tavern. 

This picture, for it really was a very beautiful 
one of our immortal bard, was painted by Catton,* 
who also painted the Indian Queen or Princess, and 
several of the superb signs in York Street. 

The carved and gilt frame of Shakspeare was 
magnificent; the iron-work correspondent. The 
attitudes of the figures on both sides this sign, for 
it bad two fronts, were much admired: hut, alas! 



* Tbii iht^wi tbecorrtctnru of Ihr snccdole iaietlei by Dr. JiAn- 
toa Id hii rdilion or SbaJupcure, CDmmualcatrd by Mr. Rowe to Mr. 
Pope, r«*pectlRg Ibuie wbo wen- loo proud, too trader, or too idle 
to walk, ridiDK so bonrback to the play t and adds credibilitj to Ihe 
snggesllon that a bolder of bar^rt was Ibefini of our immarlal bard'i 
Melropalilanaccupalions ibougb 1 am a lillle sceplical nUh re- 
gard lo Itaeappellstiao uf Shaktpeate Boyi bring rrlainrd by bli 
iDCceuoti for ao; Irnglh of lime after be fouod higber cmploymeDt. 

■ Cbarlts CaKon, li^q- wbo arriTed al creal eniineDce m ■ tt|a 
and cuacb paialer, was one at tie Gnt forty Royal Acadmiciasi. 



J 
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in 



when, by the revolution in these matters of taste 
which the statute for new paving created, that sign, 
with all the others, was taken down : many can re- 
member that it stood, faded, dirty, broken, and ex- 
posed for sale, at a broker's in Mount Street, Gros. 
venor Square. 



THE CURTAIN THEATRE. 

There can be no doubt but that the long avenue 
leading from Worship Street,* to the London 
'Prentice Gate, as it is termed, in Old Street Road, 
acquired its appellation from the same source as 
this theatre, which, tradition says, once stood about 
the centre of it, and terminated the carriage-way. 
Behind it there was a very large space, which, till 
within these last forty years, was occupied entirely 
by gardeners' grounds. On one side of the road, 
for its whole pxtent, and through the grounds, run 
a rivulet, over which, at its termination, was a 
bridge, whence a path led through the fields to St. 
Agnes le Cleer. On the side towards Shoreditch 
extended, for a considerable length, the Curtain 
Tenter-ground, of which some remains are still to 
be seen, and opposite was a very considerable tu- 
mulus, called Holywell Mount, which, probably, 
had the same original as the mount at White- 
chapel,f and was, like that ; the receptacle for the 



• Formerly Hog Lane, Shoreditch. 

f It wai the opinion of Dr. Markham, Rector of St. Mary, White 
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bodies of those that died of the plague. The niotrnt 
iQithe Curtain Road has, many yeai'S since, been 
removed, and manufactories and bouses built upon 
itBsite; but aa an instance of its height, I have been 
credibly informed, that when the 6re-work3 were 
exhibited in the Green Park in the year 1748, a 
very great number of persons assembled upon it, 
and if they had not so good a view of the spectacle 
as some who, in more ways than one, ventured 
their lives for the satisfaction of their curiosity, 
tbey certainly were in a situation in which no dan- 
ger could be apprehended. On thi^ hill there was 
a single house, the last tenant of which used to 
attend fairs, with shews, &c. 

In this road, as has been observed, once stood the 
Curtain Theatre, a place rendered of some impor- 
tance, both with respect to its antiquity and its 
effects on the morals of the times, by having been 



(baprl, whs (oak coDsiderablF pain! to iniFttigati; Ihii iubjecl, that 
Whimhapel Mount, at it ii Irnned, wai (onntA frota tlie rubbwb of 
Iheflreof Londao: probablj, bulJi ialhr case ol Ibis and llitl}iiell 
Mount. Itae rubbiib inif;hl, from a mnlive if gaarding the rtspecliie 
TlciDilinofalnsI the fatal tomttforatti of luch a vaat DUoibcr afpd- 
Irifjili); bod in ai had brio recenlly buried therr, have berslaiil spoa 
|)«(h IboM crmcleriei. Wbra pan or ihe rabbigb of Ibe fotorr had 
beeo rcmuTcd, il nasobsprTrd in Ihc diflereat strata a prat aum- 
b*r of hiimaa bann, together with ihoir, apparently, of diSercDl 
aiiUaa]$. oien, or cuwa, or sheep's horoi, brielu, tile;, tc. The 
biioea and olher eiHTia oraDimals were in many placci. especially 
towards Ibe bollom, bedded in a itiff, Tiicid earth, of the blaelih 
coloor and coniialence of |M)Uer'» day, which WM unqneitiapabi; the 
origioal ground, thrown into diOerenl diiections, as dllTereiil inter- 
menu operated apon its inrface. 
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mentioned in Stoetwood's Sermon ftt Paiil'«,preacli- 
ed August 24, 1578, and in Northbrook^s Treatise 
against Idleness, vain Plays, and Enterludfes, by 
way of Dialogue, in the quaint mauDer of tliat 
period, which may be termed the dawn of puri- 
tanism, in which the pfolocutors are yotith and 
age. The theatres in general, t)f whicli there are 
said to hav« been once seventeen, had, befbre this 
time, attracted the attention of the magistracy, for 
a misconduct which could hardly be sufficiently 
reprobated. Accordingly we find, that in the year 
1574, during the mayorality of Sir John Hawes, 
performances of this kind on Sunday were pro- 
hibited by an order of the Common Gouncil; tfaonglk 
it does not appear to have had sufficient influence 
to have suppressed this practice for any considerable 
length of time** 

It appears also from an order of the Privy Coun- 
cil, dated June the SSnd, 1600^ of wkieh tdie object 
is the restriction of the number of play-houd^s, that 
the Curtain was ordered to be ruined and plucked 



• Of Sunday plays it must be noted, that Sir Tbomas Ne«, merdNuH^ 
caused to be enclosed in a wall of brick about an acre of groatfdl, 
being part of the Hospital of Betblea», on the bank df Deey 
Ditch, so called, parting the wall from Moorfields. This heiMdfbr 
the ease of such parishes as had not ground su|klent to bfiry^'wUbla 
their limits. This was called the New.€burdh Yard, wheiv, #r«li 
Whit*>Saaday, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen «aedio> resort 4ohe|ir a 
Sermon. This was practised anno 1^64, when, according to a- leMcr 
from the Recorder^ Fleetwood, to the Lord TrcMor^, *^a wwy^p^i 
sermon wm preachcsdattheNew Charch Yard before the ^laMd-Mayvt^ 
Sir Edward. Osboro, and his bretheren, and, by rraaoa-thal'norphiyt 
were the Mune day (Wbit-Sonday), all the city was quiet.** 
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down, and put to some other good use; yet still i( 
seems to have survived this shock, for Mr. Malone 
informs us, that in 1610 it is mentioned in Heath's 
epigrams as being then open. Hector of Germanv 
(the Hero of the North) was performed in it in 1615 
by a party of young men : and 8tow saith, of latter 
time, instead of ^tage plays," have been used come- 
dies, tragedies, interludes, and histories^ both true 
and feigned, for the acting whereof, certain public 
places, such as theatres,* the Curtain,^ &c. were 



• S<Dfe pUys, i. c. a k[nd ardramallc iatcrludn, writlen (or, il ii 
nusl probnbl]', traditionally deliTcrcd) upon popular labJKls, bate 
b»D perfonned in Ibe eountrj, particularlj ip Wairs, wilhin Ibrje 
forlj jearj. Thej were grnFrally raaclcd upon lUgH lite th»c of 
moDDlahanks, creeled nl the doonafiDni or public hauics. by yooofi 
mcD oflbe lowR, vboie maoDcri which it did not appear wai much 
improved, hai been admirably represented in the Midtaninier Kighl'f 
Dream. St. Genrge far England, and Crispin aod Criipianai were 
atnoDg Ibne dramai. nhlcli probably rote upon (he ruini of the 
inyEleriet and moral iliet, (vo of the moil favourile. I( hni been Miid, 
Ibat Kal'b rcbrllion, 3d Edward V[. was cnncertcd ni. uad parll; 
aecaiioned by, a meeting at a >la|;e-play al Wrmonhnm, vtbere one 
Jobn Flonerdeir enconraged the people lo poll down the iDelofdm, 
Ac. flollmhtaJ. 

t By this, I coDcette, it meanl the TheJtfre of Blark Friars, where 
several of Beaamont and Fletcher' i, MiddleCon's, Ford's, and. Indeed, 
Shakipeare and Hejnood's plajs were performed. Among ibeThen- 
Irei before alluded lo, I find Ihpre were pnTnle honsei in Drnry Lane 
and Salisbarj Court. TheCock-pit, Drury Lane, vbereiii Rajvood'i 
English Traveller wai acted In 1633; (be Swan, on the Dank Side; 
Globe, dilto) Ibe Red Bull; Pbicnii, Drury Lanet Ibe Farluoe, Ac. 

} With respect to the Hector of Germany, or the Pals);niie Prime 
Elector, it was written by William Smith : rt appears, perhaps from 
the Poet's well-limed choice of a subject, to hate bfen a Tcry popular 
drama; for besides beinf.ai has been staled, exbibiled at tbe Curtain, 
i( was also acted al Ibc Red Ball, by a company of yonng cililens. 




erected. They played also at inns, «Mtlie'- Cross 
Keys, the Bull, and the City Globe.* Therefore 1 
abi inclined to believe that the petitions of the homa 
doners to Queen Elizabeth, the first Of which waa. 
stiid to be in 1580, only operated upon those play, 
houses within the city, where the sickness, as it 
was termed, was the object dreaded, from haviifg 
large assemblies of the people in close situations; 
while those in the suburbs were encouraged, and 
indeed suffered to stand, till the solemnity of one 
age, for a time, entirely suppressed, and the gaiety, 
of another removed them into more eligible 
situations. 

When these performances totally ceased at the 
Curtain Theatre it is impossible^to say. From li^ 
being mentioned in many records, it probably main* 
tained a considerable rank among the places of amuse* 
ment of those times. Tradition says, it was kept open 
till about the year 1640 ; but I think this mustilieaA 
oicciasionally open for the exhibition of shews of less 
dignity than histrionic representations, during, the: 



1( was pnbliflh«d in quarto, 1615, and dedicated to t|ie Right Honoor- 
aU« Sir'John Swioaertoo, Lord Mayor of London. This play is not 
diTided into acts. 

* Ricbai^d Rawlidge, an author irho wrote in the rei|^n of James the . 
Ptitt, in a pamphlet caUed **The Monster lately found out,'* stated^ ^ 
that all the playhouses within the city were pulled down by order of 
her Migesty (Queen Elisabeth) and Council, viz. one in Gracech'ai^: 
Street, one in Bishopsgate Street, one near Paal's, (A Trick to catch 
the Old One, and the Phcenix,>by Middleton, with many other plays of 
contemporary anthon were acted here,) one on Ludgate Hilt, and one 
in White Frian. 

a O 
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time of a kind of fiiir which used to be kept near St« 
Agones 1e Cleer, in the Easter and Whitsun holidays ; 
of which meetings some vestiges were, within these, 
last forty years, still to be traced. 

The sign of the original theatre was a striped cur* 
tain ; but I can hardly think it derived its appellation 
from this, which, in the rude state of the stage, waa 
common to almost every play-house. We may still 
observe by the booths in Bartholomew and other 
fairs, which were unquestionably formed on the same 
model, that there is before each a kind of gallery^ 
where the performers exhibit themselves in their 
dresses, to attract the attention of the public^ and alto 
a curtain let down, behind which they retire. That 
this was the state of the Curtain, and other suburb 
theatres, there can be no doubt. The name of this^ 
therefore, seems, as has been observed, to be derived 
from the same source as those of the Tenter Ground 
and Road, L e. from having been formerly part of 
some outworks or fortification, by which the approach 
to the city was impeded. 



Aprte une longue interruption de tout art dra* 
matique, apris avoir pendant quinze cents ana im- 
post silence aux th^fitres de la Gr^ce et de Rome^ 
l'£urope entiire parut apprendre tout k coup 
quelles jouissances elle pouvait trouver dans lea^ 
representations th^trales et elle s'y livra avec 
transport, De toutes parts on vit reiiattrele drame. 
En Angleterre Shakspeare naquit deux ans aprte 
Lope de Vega, et mourut dix neuf ans avant lui 
1564-1616. Son puissant genie tira d'une extreme 
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barbarie le theatre Anglais^ et lui donna tout ce 
qu'il a de gloire. En France Jodelle que nous re« 
gardons aujourd'hui comme barbare, avoit etablie 
pour la tragedie Fran^aise, mfime avant la naissance 
de Lope de Vega il vecut de 153S a 1573. Lies 
regies et Tesprit qu'elle a conserve en se perfctc- 
tipnnant, Gamier, qui le premier lui donna quelque 
poll, etait contemporain de Lope. 

Lope de Vega produsait des comedies en vers plus 
facilement qu'un autre n'aurait fait des sonnets et 
remplissait de pieces dc tons les genres tons les 
theatres de toutes les Espagnes, Sismondi. 



Shakspearb. The Plays of Shakspeare, with notes 

by Edmund Malone, 21 volumes octavo, 12/ 12^. 
' With illustrations by Mi*. Smirke. 

Dr. Dibdio says, the original drawings are in a bistre coloar, 
and not more than three figores in a composition : six plates are 
given in each number* at 14«, per number. 

The School Shakspeare, in which the 



objectionable passages are removed, octavo, 18^. 

The Diamond Shakspeare, 9 vols. 



48mo. 2/ 17^, or bound in morocco, 4/ 4^. 

This little gem is printed by Corrall, and embellished with 
engravings from designs by Stothard : it is printed nniformly with 
the diamond Latin and Italian Classics, and forms the smallest 
edition ever pablished, A volome may be carried In a card cate^ 

Shakspeare's Plays and Poems, from 



ihe text of Johnson and Stevens, II vols, crown 
octavo, beautifully printed, 4/ %s. 

The Family Shakspeare, in eight vo* 



lunies^ in which nothing is added to the original 
text; but those worda and ezpreasioni^ are omit 



. 1 
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ted which cannot with propriety be read al6it4 
in a fomily, by Thomas Bowdler, 4/ 145 6d» 

We have long Inteaded to notice Ibit irtrj meritoriottt pablicar 
tion, and are of opinion that it reqoires notliini: more tbaa a 
notice to bring it into general circulation — Bdinhurgk Ittview* 

Shakspeare's Plays, in one very small pocket vo* 
lume, printed by Corrall, with 38 plates, 2if9^ 

' There is another edition in one vo- 
lume duodecimo, beautifully printed by 
tingham, 1/ I^. 



Tbe edition of Shakspeare by Rowe wai printed in ITOO, in lerea 
Tolames 'octavo, reprinted in 1714 in nine duodecimo Yolanc% 
and then expired withont a straggle. 

Pope*B edition appeared in 1725, in six volnmcs quarto, of which 750 
were printed, and reprinted in 1728, in ten Tolnmet daodeeiino | 
republished by the aid of Warburton in 1747, in eight Tolanei 
octavo. 

Toosoo gave Pope >£217. \2s. for hfs tronble as editor, bat 
the subscription was not full, and the price of the To liimca» 
for the time, was very high, which, with other circamstancei, to 
far depreciated the work, that as Johnson informs as, one hnn* 
dred and forty copies were sold at 16«. each. That this was~a 
cause of great mortification to Pope, may well be coBC«ived. 
Warton laments that Pope ever undertook this edition of 8hak* 
spewe, thoagh he admits the preface is writtea with taste, 
judgment, parity, and elegance^ 

Theobald*s appeared in 1733, in seven volamcs octavo. This it the 
first which contains plates: 19,860 voldmes were printed of |hff 
edition ; and of all the editors down to the nineteenth centnry, 
Theobald had the largest remoneratlon for his labours,— ^i6680. 
Warburton received 4:bdO» 

Sir Thomas Hanmer's appeared ut Oxford ia 1744, in six quarto vo- 
lumes, and was republished in 1771- "^ 

In the year 1T47, when Warburton*s editioa was tetling oCal ISt. a 
copy, Haamcr*s edIUoa, which vat pubUtlMd . a^t ^1. Sr* fMe to 
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9/. 9s, and contiBoed to iu|liMbe reprint of 1771 both have now 
sunk to nothing. 
Capeirscame forth in 1768, in ten neat crown octavo folnnies. 

Capell had £300, tor bit critical or rather editorial laboare. Up 
to the time of Dr. Jobnio», there caa hardly be said to have been 
a satisfectory edition of Sbakspeare. 
The original price of the first folio Shakspcare waa lU 
The date of the first plagr, Bidiard: Ihe 8ecoad^ %iarto, 1597. ' 
The Tarioias commeniatocs of Shaiupeare are Bo we, Pope, Theobald, 

Hanmer, Capell, Johnson, Steevens, Bfalone, and Beed. 
The first edition of Dr. Johii8on*s appeared in 1765^ in eight octaro 
▼olumes. 

Johnson delighted in character; in portrait painting he was 

unriTalled, as his friend Sir Joshaa Beynolds was wfth* liit peaelU 

Fall of the general importance of the task, Father thao stkiMilated 

by any peconiary compensation, (^prhichamoanted toaboot £4S0,) 

he sat down to the composition of his'preface, a work upon 

which he always and justly prided himself. - It ii^ dettblless, a 

great and masterly performance, evincing a mind of large general 

powers, and is eiecuted throagboot with uncommon dignity and 

effect. , . . ^ 

Johnson and Sfeevens*s edition together appeared in |773, in ten 

octavo volumes, the second edition in 1778, the third edUidnhi 

t ^73$, revised and augmented by Dodsley ; the fourth, which is 

considered the be^t, appeared in 179S, generally called Steevens*s 

edition. This edition continued to be the sufistratnm of tbote 

of Beed, in 180S and 1813, each in twenty-one volumfs. actavo, 

. which must certainly bo considered as the MdiHo Optima of 

Shakspeare. 

'The first edition of Malone appeared in 1790, in ten small octavo 

fiolames. The matter of the supplemental volumes, publislied in 

1780, is not incorporated in the edition of 1790. 

This edition has been eclipsed by the recent one In twenty-one 
octavo volumes, of which the late Mr. James'Boiwell wa» ib^ 
editor, for which he received one thousand pounds. Tbe twenty 
first volumes of this edition contain the poems of Shakspeare, 
\2L 1S«. 



Bbn JoNsbiT. The Works of Ben Jomon^ wiA ^ 
, copious life and notes, by WiUi^pi Giffprct/ fis^. 
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portraits, 9 volumes octavo, 6/ 6f , royal octavo^ 
91 9s. 

Nane bnt a claMical commentotor coald be • foccctftfol eiitor 
of H9n€st Bem^ for JoDsoii*s mind wat thoroigliljr {mbaei with 
the learniDg of a scholar. It breaks out and evcriowB mi tbe 
commonest occasions, and in the most fiuniiiar pastaget* 

Mablowe. Kit Marlowe's Poetical and Dramatie 
Works, in 2 volumes crown octavo, 1/ Is. 

Marlowe renowned for his art and wit, 
Coald ne'er obtain beyond the name of Kit. 

Thomw JVeysvoodL 

. Beaumont and Fletcher. The Dramatic Worka 
of Beaumont and Fletcher, with an introduction 
and notes, by H. Weber, portraits, 14 TohuBCt 
octavo, 8/ 8i. 

RANDOLPH. 

This poet was contemporary with Ben Jonson, 
^ho survived him three years, and is one of those 
few that Ben has celebrated, and whom it appears, 
according to his familiar custom^ he had adopted at 
hts son. 

There is in the works of Randolph, a gratulatory 
poem addressed to Jonson upon this occasion ; b«t 
it does not appear, whatever might have been his 
opinion, that his effusions, which are published in a 
small volume, and consist of Poems, Amyntaa, a 
Pastoral ; the *Muses Looking-glass, a Play ; Ari- 



• In this play there is, I thinic, sometbinK tnilj original 
aiow { and if it had not io it too moch hamoor, I should think It wsH 
adapted to tbe taste of modern times f for itconsistt, with Itmwyiikitm 
than eiist* in many of oor comic productions, entirely of tccaet la* 
dependent of each other, in each of which a Tirtue and a Ttea ai» 
exhibited f inch as the extremes cf covrtesy, the extremes of fortlteis^ 
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stippus, aShew ; and the Jealous Lovers, a Comedy ; 
though they run through many editions in the se- 
yenteenth, were much esteemed in the eighteenth 
century. I once had a copy, on the blank leares of 
which was written a poem by this author, and which 
was (as stated in a note to it,) never printed. 
Though the book has been lost, the subject, I 
remember, was to commemorate and deplore the 
effects of a dreadful fire which happened upon 
Iiondon Bridge, the ISth of February, 1632, two 



temperance, liberality, magDi6ceDce, trutfai jostice, &c. &c. &c. many 
of which are weH written, and worked np with a considerable dii- 
play of learning and art The characters of Bir4 ftod flowerdew 
two of the straight laced puritans of those times, are excellent, 
«§ is that of Roscins, who acts as Prolocutor. The piece Is wonnd 
op by the **Bfother of the Tirtues," Medlocrltle, and ends In tbo 
conversion of Flowerdew and Bird, the latter of whom says in con- 
dosioo, 

** Hereafter I will visit comedies, and see them, often they are 

'* good exercises 
^* To teach devotion now a milder temper ; not that It shall lose 

** any of its heat 
** Or parity, bat henceforth shall be iach 
** As shall burn bright, altho' not blase so mnth,** 

It is a curious circumstance, that there is, dissimilar as in fact they 
are, to be traced in this play the ground plan upon which the Re- 
heanal might, for aoght I know, have been erected. This is cer- 
tainly the original model, in this country, of that mode of writing; 
thongh probably both Randolph and the Duke of Buckingham might 
have copied from the Athenian school, and have considered Roscins 
aad Biqrs at a kind of Chorus. Be it %oi Flowerdew and Bird, 
Johnson and Smkb, are still perfecUy English ; and certainly, thongh 
their chlaracters are different, their business on the stage It the 
same; and I do conceive. It was as easy fbr a man of genint fo build 
the latter apon the former as to construct the Critic, and many ether 
pieces of Inferior merit, upon the RehcarsaU 



us: 
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yelirs before the death of thiei poet . JX b^gaii in 
the house of one Brigg^, a needle maker, and 
consuihed more than forty houses, amojig whicb 
was the Mitre Tavern ; the fall -of which, and the 
illusions to the triple crown, are some of its piiB« 
cipal features, and mark with considerable accuracy 
the spirit of the times : I can only recollect one 
verse of it, which is less valuable for its poetry than 
to shew that the violence of Peter was about to be 
irdopted by Jack, while Martin seemed «« unfeon? 
cerned spectator. 

*' ThV some affirm tbe devil did it. 

That he might driok up all ; 
1 rather tiling the Pope was dniDk, 

And let his mitre fall.*' 

Massinger. The Dramatic Works of Philip Mas- 
8inger,with notes, byW. Giflford, portrait,* 4 v^. 
octavo, 31. , 

Heyne never edited ao ancient classic with more ftcvmeo 
than Mr. Gilford has edited Bfaisiai^er. Report ipeaks loadly of 
the tame gentleman's forthcoming edition of Shirley "s dramatic 
works, so long wanted, as also the dcamatic works of Ford frooi 
the same hand. 

Ford. The Plays of Ford, chronologically ar- 

pangedy and the text carefully collated ^nd re- 

' stcnred, with occasional notes, and abiographieai 

' . and critical Essay, printed uniformly with' Mltti- 

siffger, by William Gifford, S vols, octavo. 
The Dramatic 'Works of Shirley will shortly make 
. their appearance, the late Mr. ' Gifford having 

left the MSS. in a complete state. 
Southeme, Rowe, Wychef ly, Vanbrugh, and CSon- 
greve, follow in the order, and may be obtained 
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in various sizes ; the last mentioned was beau* 

tiftilly printed by Baskerville, in 1761, Svols. 

octavo. 
Otway. The Plays and Poems of Thomas Otway^ 

S vols, octavo, 1/ 1^, 3 vols, post octavo, II 8s. 
FooTE. The Dramatic Works of Samuel Foote, 

Esq. Svols. octavo, 1/45. 
Coleridge. The Dramatic and Poetical Works 

of S. T. Coleridge, Esq. 4 volumes octavo, 

Ul2s. 
Sheridan. The Dramatic Works of the Right 

Honourable Richard Brinsley Sheridan-, edited 

by Thomas Moore, Esq. 9 vols, octavo, MSs. 
Collections of old Plays. 
That of Hawkins Was published 1 773, S volumes 

octavo. 
Dodsley's Collection was published in 1780, 13 vols. 

octavo. 
A very clever selection appeared a short time since, 

by Mr. Beldwyn, of Newgate Street, in num-^ 

bers, 29 6d each, but has never been completed. 
A continuation of Dodsley's Collections was pub- 
lished by Rodwell and Martin, in six octavo 

volumes, may be had for 91 Ss. 
liiidsay's Ancient Dramas, octavo, lOsSd. 
Biographia Dramatica, by Baker, edited by Stephen 

Jones, 3 vols, octavo, 1813. 
The predecessors of the immortal Shakspeare were 

Bale, Heywood, Lord Sackville, Gascoigne^ 

Feele, and Marlowe. 

XH 



■<» » 
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It has been justly ascribed to the reformation^ 
notwithstanding the distance of time which prece* 
ded it, that we are indebted for the brilliant drama- 
tic genius that shone out in the reign of Elizabeth, 
with which no nation can contend with us, Greece 
and perhaps Spain excepted. 

In the chivalrous ages that preceded that eventful 
period, literary honours, and, indeed, literature 
itself, seem to have been held by prescriptive right 
by the higher classes of society and the members of 
the religious houses ; but at that great revolution 
of opinion, the barriers were broken down, and all 
classes of society burst into t)ie arena to contend 
without distinction. 

The translation of the bible only, independently 
of the advantages derived by religion and pare 
morality, was of great and essential fidvantage ; 
it opened to all the purest springs of knowledge 
and wisdom, and poetry and the dramatic writefs 
availed themselves of the advantages it. held out: 
it must be evident to. every man conversant in their 
writings, that it was their constant and undeviating 
study, it was familiar to them as household wordB. 
What wonder is it then, that containing, as it does, 
the noblest poems that ever were wrote in the world, 
they should catch some of the sacred fire, some of that 
noble daringand. enthusiasm that every where animate 
^nd enlighten the works of their inspired masters i 
The reformation, therefore, ploughed and cleared 
^he surface of an almost uncultivated soil, spread* 
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ing the seeds of instruction, that in the reigns of 

Elizabeth and James burst forth into a rich and 

luxuriant harvest. 

Mr. Pickering has just published a beautiful edition 
of Kit Marlowe's works, poetical and dramatic, 
S vols, crown octavo, Ills. 

British Theatre. The British Theatre, by Mrs. 
Inchbald, or a collection of 1S5 plays, as per- 
formed at the theatres, with biographical and 
critical remarks, 95 vols, royal 18mo. 61 i6s 6dy 
fine paper with portraits^ 13/. 

■ Collection of Farces, 7 vols, 
royal l8mo. 1/ 15s. 

Modern Theatre, 10 vols. 2/ 



105. 

Bell's British Theatre is well worth a purchase, the 
portraits of the actors are excellently engraved, 
and add much to the interest of the book. 
Baillib. Plays on the Passions, by Joanna Baillie, 

S vols, octavo, 1/ lit 6d. 
— — — — Miscellaneous Plays, octavo, 9s. 

■ The Family Liegend, octavo, 3s 6d. 
■ - Metrical Legends of Exalted Characters, 



octavo, 14^. 
London Stage. This edition furnishes a complete 
dramatic library at a very small expense, each 
play being originally published at only 3d. 
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Considered as a nation, we are yet but imper^ 
fectly recovered from that strange and ung^tfeftil 
forgetfulness of our older poets, which began with 
the restoration, and continued almost unbroken till 
after the middle of the last century. Nor can* the 
works which have chiefly tended to dispel it amon^ 
the instructed orders, be ranked in a very hig^h 
class. 

Percy's Relics of Ancient Poetry produced^ we 
believe, the first revulsion; and this was followed 
up by Warton's History of Poetry. Joihii80ll*8 
Lives of the Poets did something; but the great 
effect has been produced by the modern commenta- 
tors on Shakspcare. These various works recom- 
mended the older writers, and reinstated them in 
dome of their honours ; still the works themselves 
were not placed before the eyes of ordinary readers. 
This was done in part, perhaps overdone, by the 
entire republication of some of our older drama* 
tists, and with better effect by Mr. Ellis's speci- 
mens. If the former, however, was rather too copi- 
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ous a supply for the returning appetite of the pub« 
lie, the latter was too scanty, and both were con- 
filled to too narrow a portion of time to enable the 
reader to enjoy the variety, and to draw the com- 
parisons, by which he might be moat pleased and 
instructed. 

There is no reader, we will veature to say, who 
will rise from the peruaal, even of the partial and 
scanty fragments contained in Campbell's Speci- 
mens of the British Poets, without a deep 3ense of 
the matchless richness, variety, and originality of 
English poetry : while the ju^ta poaitioja and 
arrangement of the pieces not only give room for 
endless comparisons and contrasts, but displays, as 
it were, in miniature, the whole .of its wonderful 
progress ; and sets before us, as in a great gallery 
of pictures, the whole course and history of the art, 
from its first rude and infant beginnings^ to its ma- 
turity, and, perhaps, its decline. While it has all 
the grandeur And instructioB that belongs toaw^ a 
gallery, it is free from the perplexity and djatracr 
tion that is usually complained of in such exhibi- 
tions, as each piece is necessarily considered sepa- 
rately, and in succession, and the mind canaot 
wander like the eye, through the splendid labyrinth 
in which it is enchanted. Nothing can be inoprc 
delightful than thus, at our ease, to trace through 
all its periods, vicissitudes, and aspects, the progress 
of this highest and most intellectual of all the arts; 
coloured as it is in every age by the manners of the 
times whiqh produce it, and embodying, besides 
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these flights of fancy, lind touches of pathos^ that 
constitute its more immediate essence, much of the 
wisdom, and much of the morality that was then 
current among the people; and thus presenting uf^ 
not merely with almost all that geliiiis has etCKT 
created for delight, but with a brief chronicle iari 
abstract of all that was Once interesting to the ge« 
nefations which have gone by. 

There is something pious and endealisf^ in AUe 
office of gathering up the ashes of renown that hatf 
passed away ; or leather of calling back the departeil 
life for a transitory glo^, and enabling those greai 
spirits which seemed to be laid for ever, still 'to 
draw a tear of pity, or a throb of aditiiration, flrMi 
the heart of a forgetful generation ; the body of 
their poetry can never be revived, but some ot its 
spirit may yet be preserved in a narrower andl 
feebler frame. 

When we look back on the havoc which two hnn" 
dred years have thus made in the ranks of our imviMr^ 
tals, and above all, when we refer their rapid disap* 
pearance to the quick succession of new competilots, 
and the accumulation of more good works thaii 
there is time to peruse, we cannot help being dis^ 
mayed at the prospect which lies before the writers 
of the present day. 

There never was an age so prolific of popnlMt 
poetry as that in which we now live ; and, as wealA^ 
population, and education extend, the produce it 
likely to go on increasing. 

The last ten years have produced an annual sap- 
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ply of about ten thousand lines of good staple 
poetry ; poetry from the very first hands that we 
can boast of. 

Now, if this goes on for a hundred years longer, 
what a task will await the poetical readers of 1919. 
Our living poets will then be nearly as old as Pope 
an4 Swift are at present ; but there will still stand 
between them and that generation nearly ten times 
as much fresh and fashionable poetry as is now in- 
terposed between us and those writers; and if 
Byron, Scott, and Campbell, have already cast 
Pope and Swift a good deal into the shade, in what 
.form and dimensions are they themselves likely to 
be presented to the eyes of their great grandchildren ? 
The thought, we own, is a little appalling; and we 
confess we see nothing better than to imagine 
that they may find a place in some new collection of 
specimens. There, if the future editor have any 
thing like the indulgence and veneration for anti- 
quity of his predecessors, there shall posterity still 
hang with rapture on the half of Campbell, and the 
fourth part of Byron, and the sixth of Scott, and 
the scattered tythes of Crabbe, and the three per 
cent, of Southey^ We have no Shakspeare, alas ! 
,to shed a never setting light on his contemporaries; 
and if we continue to write and rhyme at the pre- 
sent rate for two hundred yeara longer, there must 
.be some new art of short-hand reading invented, 
or aU reading will be given up in despair. 



•c 



^ The fashion of the present day is to solicit public 
esteem, not only for the best, but for the humblest 
writers of the age of Elizabeth. Hence, it has led 



240 ENGLISH POBtRT. 

to the reprinting of large and heavy masses of dvU* 
ness. 

There are persons who, to all appearance, wovid 
wish to revive such authors, not for the mere use of 
the antiquary, but as standards of manner and ob- 
jects of general admiration. Books, it is said, take 
up little room. In the library this may be the case^ 
bttt it is not so in the minds and time of those who 
peruse them. Happily, indeed, the task of priessiag 
indifferent authors on the public attention is a firait- 
less one. They may be dug up from obHvioa, bat 
life cannot be put into their repatatioasw Can 
these bones live ? Nature will have her conrse, 
and dull books will be forgotten in spite of biblio- 
graphers. CampbdL 

Poetry and rhetoric supply life with its higbest 
intellectual pleasures, and, in the hands of virtae, 
are of great use for the impression ofjust sentiments 
and the recommendation of illustrious examples. 
In the practice of these gre^t arts so much more m 
the effect of nature than the effect of education. 

For a farther progress in these studies they may 
consult Quintilian and Yossius^s Rhetoric.*' Tbe 
art of poetry will be best learned from BosStf and 
Bohours, in French, together with Dryden^s Bssap 
and prefaces, the Critical Papers of Addison, 
Spence on Pope^s Odyssey, and Trapp's Prmlee- 
tiones Poetics : but a more accurate and pbJloao^ 
phical account is expected from a Commentary 
upon Aristotle's Art of Poetry, with which the 
literature of this nation will be in a short time 
augmented. Dr. JohmM%. 
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Bora. D\tdf Ediiiont. 

1S88 1400 Cbaucbe. Urry'8, Tyrwhitt'i, Pickering's, 5 Yols* 

octavo, 21. 18«. 6d. 
— i 1408 Joflw Gown. No later than 1582. 
1570 JoHW Ltdoatb. — 1554. 

1S93 I4S7 James I. ov Scotland. 
I50S 1542 Sir Tbomai Wtatt. 
1516 1547 Henrt Howard, Earl of Sarrey. Reprinted by Dr 

Nott, 2 vols, quarto. 
Unknown. Lord Vaux. No edition ezUnt. 

■ RusABD Edwaiuw. CootribntortoPandUe of Dainty 

DeTJcct. 
1568 WiLUAM HuNNii. Translated the Pialms, and wrote 

tlie Hive of Honey. 
1527 1604 Thomas Sackville, Lord Backliorst and Earl of 

Donet. Contributor to tlie Mirror for Magistrates. 
15|0 1500 Geobgb Gabcoione. Early contributor to the Drama. 
I6S4 1582 John Harrington. Found in Nug» Antiqua. 
1554 1^86 Sir Phiup Sydney. 
1560 1502 Robert Geebne. Forty-ive separate lists given in 

Censura Literaria. 
1562 •— - Cbrutophbr Marlowe. 2 vols. R 1«. 1826, Pick- 
ering. 
1560 1505 Robert Southwell. List in tbe 67th vol. Gent. Mag. 

two lately reprinted. 
1560 1592 Thomas Watson. Theatrical Poet, p. 21 3^ 

I I 



242 ENGLISH POETRY. 

Born. Died. Editions. 

155S 1599 Edmund Spenser. Edited by Todd. 
— — John Ltlt. Wrote Euphnet, and nine Plays • 
1551 — ^ Alexander Hume. 

1558 1600 Thomas Nash. List of works in Beloe*s Anecdotes. 
1534 1604 Edward Verb, Earl of Oxford. 
— — « — Thomas Storee. Wrote in England's Helicon. 
1574 1656 Joseph Hall, Bishop Hall. Satires, freqaently re- 
printed. 

William Warner. Albion's England. 

Sir John HARRnrcrroN. Specimens in Nnge Antiq. 

Sir Thomas Ovbrburt. Cliaracters or LItc* of 
sundry persons. 

William SHAKSPSAREi Sonnets freqaently reprinted. 

Sir Walter Raleigh. Sonl's Farewell. 
-»— • -^-« Joshua Stltebter. Du Bartas Divine Weeket and 

Works. 
1562 1619 Samuel Daniel. A friend of Shakspeare's. 

Giles and Phineab Fletcher. Comus of Fletcl^r. 

Henrt Constable. 

Nicholas Breton. List Censnra Lit. Biog. Poet. 

Dr. Thomas Lodge. Wrote Plays, and tranalatcd 
Josephos. 

Beaumont and 



1558 


1609 


1561 


1612 


1581 


1613 


1564 


1616 


1552 


1618 



1568 




1555 


1624 


1556 


1625 


1586 


1618 


1576 


1625 


1570 


1626 


1592 


1627 




1628 


15^2 




1563 


1631 




1635 



\ 



_ Dramatic. 
Flbtcser. 

Sir John Datibb. Poem on Immortality of the 8o«l. 
Thomas GoFPE. Wrote Tragedy of Amaratli. 
Sir Fulke Greville. 

Sir John Beaumont. Brother to the celebrmted Orm- 
matic Poet. 

Michael Dratton. Wrote Polyolbion, llrtt I61S. 
Edward Fairfax. Best translator of Tasse. In- 
scribed to Qoeen Eliz. 

— — Samuel Rowlands. Pamphleteer in the reign of Elinn- 

betli and James the First. 
1573 1631 John Donne, D. D. 

^— " Thomas PiCBE. Collection of Songs, 163i. 

1593 1632 George Herbert, called Holy George Herbert. 
Temple. 

1684 John Marston. Dramatist. 



Born. 


Died. 


1567 


1634 


1605 


I6S4 


1582 


1635 




1689 


1584 






1686 


1574 


1637 


1589 


1639 


1568 


1639 


1580 


1640 
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Editions. 
George Cilipman. Friend of Shakspeare. Versifier 

of Homer. 
Thomas Randolph- Friend of Ben Jonson. Maie*s 

Looking Glass. 
H. Corbet. A most facetious Bishop. 
Thomas Middletom. Friend of Ben Jonson. 
Richard Niccols. Contributor to the Mirror for 

Magistrates. 
Charles FnzoEFFRAT. 
Ben JomoM. Gilchrist, Gifford, editors. 
Thomas Carew. 
Sir Hebtrt Wotton. 
WiLLL/iM Alexander, Earl of Stirling. 
Nathan Field. Contemporary with Massinger. 
1638 Thomas Deulbr. Mariton^ 

John Webster. Rowley. 

John Ford. Plays, published in 16S9 and 1639. 
William RowLET. Player by profession. 
Pmup Massinger. Dramatic Poet, Giiford. 
Sir John Suckling. 
Sidney Godolphin. 

WiLUAM CARTWRIOHT. 

1643 George Sandys. Beautiful translations of Psalms. 
Francis QuARLBS. Author of Emblems. 
William Bro'wn. Britannia's Pastorals. 
— ^ — Thomas Nabbib. Inferior Dramatist, in the reign of 

Charles I. 
, -^—^ Thomas Haywood, Dramatist, in the reign of Charles 

L 
1585 1649 William Druxmond. Sonnets. 

1650 Thomas May. Best Latin Poet of England. 

— 1654 Richard Crashaw. Pope borrowed of him. 

1606 1654 WiLUAM Habinoton. Castara. 

1687 1656 John Hall. 

^— 1658 William Chamberlayn. Dramatist. 

^— . ^-^ Richard Loyelace. 

1631 1664 Catherine Phillips, called the matchless Orinda. 

1602 — — * William Heminge, Dramatist. 



1584 


1640 


1608 


1641 


1610 


1648 


1611 


1643 


1577 


1643 


1598 


1644 


1590 


1645 



Born. 


Died. 


1504 


1666 


1630 




1591 




1618 


166T 


1608 


1666 
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Editions. 
jAma Shiklet. Dramatic ; new edition in the presto 
Aleslaitder Bbome. 
Robert Herrick. Hesperides. 
Abraham Cowlet. 

Sir Richard Fanihawb. Wrote some elegant tnmt- 
latioos. 
1605 1668 Sir William DATEtrAirr. Said to haye 1>eeo the son 

of Shakspeare. 

1615 Sir John Denham. 

— « 1669 John Bulteel. 

1588 ^-^ George Wither. List of works in Brit. Btb- 

liogTfipher. 
1591 1669 Dr. Henry Kmo, Bishop of Chichester, and Chap- 

laiti to James I* 
Sir John Mennis and Mase's Recreatloai. 
James Ssoth. 

Jasper Matne. Comedies. 
Richard BRArrHWAriE. Satires. 

JoBN'MlLtON. 

Andrew Martblu A good edition is wanted. 

Thomas Stanley. Editor of Eschylas, and tranttiitor. 

John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester. 

Samuel Butler. Hudibras. 

Isaac Walton. 
— — 1684 Wentworth Dillon, Earl of RoscomniMi. Fint to 

notice Paradise Ltfst. 
1651 1685 Thomas Otwat. Dramatic. 
*— — N. Hook. 

1687 Phiup At res. Lyric Poems. 
1605 — — Edmund Waller. 
16S0 — Charles Cotton. 
1614 «— — Dr. Hbnrt More. Psychosola. 
1636 1688 George Etbbridoe. Comical Rerenge. 
16S6 — Thomas Flatman. Imitator of Cowleyl 
— — • 1689 Aphra Bern. Plays. 

1691 Natbancel Lee. Trafedlet. 

1640 . — Thomas Shadwell. Sev^sBteen plays 

1095 Henrt Yauoran. Sacred Poens. 

1631 1700 JoBN Dbtden. 



1590 




1604 






1672 


1588 


1673 


1608 


1674 


1620 


1678 


1647 


1680 


1612 




1593 


1683 
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Born. Died. Editions. 

1639 1701 Sir Charles Seolvy. Comedies. 

1667 1703 John Pomfret. Choice and Reason. 

1704 Thomas Brown. 

1637 1706 Charles Sackville, Earl of Dorset. 

1663 1707 George Stepnet. 

1676 1708 John Phiups. Splendid Shilling. 

1714 Dr. Walter Pope. 

1697 1717 Thomas Parnsll. 

1673 1718 Nicholas Rows. 

— ^ Samuel Garth. Friend of Addison. 

1660 Peter Anthony Motteaux. 

1664 1721 Joseph Addison. 

Matthew Prior. 

1726 Dr. George Sewkll. Author of Sir Walter Ra- 
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Chaucer. The Works of William Chaucer, 5 vob. 
crown octavo, with portraits and prints by Stot- 
hard, including the celebrated Canterbury Pil- 
grimage, 3/ 12s 6d, large paper, 5/ 5s. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt has executed his task so complete, correct* and •«- 
tisfactory, that it were difficult, perhaps, to mention any other 
classic, ancient or modern, which has received more coplou uid 
curious illustration. Dikdim. 

Pope says it is easy to make out the general 
course of our poetry. Chaucer, Spenser, Milton, and 
Dryden are the great landmarks for it. Speaking 
in reference to our miscellaneous writers. 

Chaucer and his contemporaries borrofired a good 
deal from the Proyen9al poets. I read him with 
as much pleasure as any of our poets ; he is a master 
of manners and description. 

Gower, Lydgate, Skelton, Hawes, fill up the ne:^t 
period, of whom no late editions hare appeared, 
and are therefore chiefly met with in the cabinets 
of the curious. 
SiiAKSPEARE. The Poems of Shakspeare, octavo, 

Spenser. The Fairy Queene, and other works, by 
Edmund Spenser, with illustrations, notes, Ac. 
by the Rev. H. J. Todd, 8 volumes, octavo, 
4/45. 

The introduction is replete with interest and information. The 
notes at the foot of the text are apposite and erudite, and the 
glossary at the close of the work is at once foil and a 
plete. 
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There is a pretty edition of Spenser printed by Mr. 

Pickering, 5 volumes, crown octavo, with an 

essay on his life and writings, 21. 
Spenser's command of imagery is wide, easy, and 
luxuriant ; he threw the soul of harmony into our 
verse, and made it more warmly, tenderly, and 
magnificently descriptive than it ever was before ; 
he is the Rubens of English Poetry. 
. ; Campbell. 

There is something in Spenser that pleases one 
as strongly in one's old age as it did in one's youth. 
I read the Fairy Queene when I was about twelve 
Vith a vast deal of delight. Pope. 

' Michael * Dfayton was one of the imitators of 
Spenser, an4 Fairfax another. Milton, in his first 
pieces, is an evident follower of Spenser too, in 
his famous Allegro and Penseroso. Pope. 

The Poems of Lord Surrey and Sir Thomas Wyatt 
have been recently reprinted by Dr. Nott, 2 
vols, quarto. 

BaTLER. Hudibras, by William Butler, 2 vols, 
octavo, wood cuts, 2/ 2s. 

Baldwyn^s edition is a most curious and splendid performance ; 
(be notes are those of Dr. Grey $ the cuts are in wood, by differ* 
ent artists, from the designs of Thurston. The remains are puln 
lished in the same form ; only twenty-five copies were struck oil 
In an imperial qnarto form. 

The first part of Hudibras is the most perfect ; that was the 
rich fruit of matured meditation, of wit, of learning, and u^ 
leisure. A mind of the most original powers had been perpe- 
tually acted on by some of the most extraordinary events, and 
persons of political and religious history. Bntl«r bad lived! 
amidst scenes which might have excited indignaiionai^dgrief) 
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bat his strong contempt of the aetors coaM only supply Ittdieroni 
images and caustic raillery. 

tiALL. Tt*he Satires of Bishop Hall, entitled Vk-* 
gedemiarum Satires^ in six bookSj crown octavo, 

9s. 

, r 

These satires are marked with a classical precision to wUeh 
£i%li8h poetry had yet rarely attaiiled» and are rejileCe with 
animation of style and sentiment. 

Milton. The Pofetical Works of John Milton^ 

tirith a new life, by the Rev. H. J. Todd, 7 v^ls. 

octavo, 1826. 
— ^ Poetical Works, by Hawkins^ 4 volumes^ 

octavo, 2/ 2*. 

■ Poetical Works, with translations of the 



Italian and Latin Poems, 3 vok. crown octavo, 

fine portrait, 1/ 4^. 

With an Essay by Dr* Aikin, 4 volumes. 



duodecimo. 

With Westairs Illustrations, S vols, duo* 



decimo, 155. 

Paradise Lost, with illustrations by ]jklar< 



tin, publishing in parts, 125 each, small papery 
18^ large. 
When Paradise Lost appeared, though it was Dot 
neglected, it attracted no crowd of imitators, and made 
no visible change in the poetical practice of the age. 
He stood alone and aloof, above his times, the bard of 
immortal subjects, and, as &r as there is perpetuity 
in language, of immortal fame. 
>' The very choice of those subjects bespoke a con- 
tempt for any species of excellence that was attained 
by any other men. 
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There is something that overawes the mind in con- 
ceiving his long deliberated selection of that theme ; 
his attempting it when his eyes were shut upon the 
face of nature ; his dependance, we might almost 
say, upon supernatural inspiration, and in the calm 
•iair of strength with which he opens Paradise Lost, 
beginning a mighty performance without the appear* 
ance of an effort. 

The warlike part of Paradise Lost was inseparable 
from its subject; whether it could have been differently 
managed is a problem which our reverence for Milton 
will scarcejy permit us to state. 

What an awful effect has the dim and undefined 
conception of the conflict which we gather from the 
opening of the first book ! There the veil of mystery 
is left undrawn between us and a subject which the 
powers of description were inadequate to exhibit. 
The ministers of divine vengeance and pursuit had 
been recalled, the thunders had ceased 

** To bellow tbrongb tbe vast and bouDdictt deep,'* 

(in that line what an image of sound and space is 
conveyed ! ) and our terrific conception of the past is 
deepened by its indistinctness. 

In delineating the blessed spirits, Milton has ex- 
l^austed all the conceivable variety that could be 
given to pictures of unshaded sanctity, but it is chiefly 
in those £edlen angels that his excellence is conspicu- 
ous above every thing ancient or modern. Their ap- 
pearance dwarfe every other poetical conception, 
when we turn our dilated eyes from contemplating 
them. 
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It is not their external attributes alone which ex- 
pand the imu^nation, but their souls, which are as 
rolossal as their fltatiire, Iheir "^^ thon^hls IhtU trnnder 
through eternUi/,' the pride that bums amidst the 
ruins of their divine natures, and their gcniat) that 
I'eeU with the ardour, and debates with theelotgucnce 
of heaven. 

Milton did not begin to urite Paradise Lost 
until he was rorly-seven. He sold it f(»r five pounds 
to Samuel Simmons, April 37, [667. In tuo years 
more he had five pounds for the second edition. In 
1680 Mr^. Milton sold all her right for e%ht pounds; 
Simmoas then sold the copyright for twenty-five 
pounds. 

It is an extraordinary fact, that Milton had great 
difficulty in getting the hook licensed. 

Dr. Benlley, the first editor of the Paradise 
Lost, got one hundred guineas for his edition. 

Dr. Newton, the next editor, got six hundred 
and thirty pounds for the Paradise Lost, and one 
hundred and five pounds for the Regained. 

It was an extraordinary misjudginenl of the cele- 
brated Waller, who speaks thus of the first appear- 
ance of Paradise Lost; 

" The old blind schoolmaster, John Milton, hath 
" published a tedious poem on the fall of man ; if 
" its length be not considered a merit, it has no 
" other."' 

PoFE. The Works of Alexander Pope, Esq. with 
notes and illustrations, by himself and others, b> 
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which are added a new life of the author, by Wil- 
liam Roscoe, Esq. 10 vols. 6/. 
Pope gave our heroic couplet its strictest melody and 
tersest expression ; — 

^^ D'un mot mis en sa place ilenseignelepouvoir." 
In order to do justice to Pope, we should forget 
his imitators if that were possible; but it is easier to 
remember them, to forget by an effort, to acquire as- 
sociations, than to shake them off. Every one may 
recollect how often the most beautiful air has palled 
upon his ear, and grown insipid, from being played 
or sung by vulgar musicians. It is the same thing 
with regard to Pope's versification. 

The first edition of Pope's translation of tbe Ili|id 
appeared in 1715— -SO, in six quarto volumes, it was 
reprinted in six folio volumes. 

The Odyssey appeared in 1735, in the same number 
of volumes. Lintot was the publisher. 

Pope's contract with Lintot was that he should re- 
ceive two hundred pounds for each volume of the 
Iliad, besides all the copies for his subscribers and 
for presents. The subscribers were five hundred and 
seventy-five, and many subscribed foi; more than one 
copy ; so that he must have received upwards of six 
thousand pounds. 

He was at first apprehensive that the contract 
might ruin Lintot, and endeavoured to dissuade him 
from thinking any more of it. The event, however, 
proved quite the reverse,' the success of the work was 
so unparalleled as at once to enrich the bookseller 
and prove a productive estate to his family. 

Spence*s Anecdotes. 
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Swift gave Pope the property of his Gullirer's 
Travels, which he sold the copyright for three hun- 
dred pounds, and gave up to him, in 1737, his share 
of the copyright of three volumes of Miscellanies, 
which came to one hundred and fifty pounds. 

Warton received five hundred pounds for hts edi- 
tion of Pope's works. 

Dryden. The 'Works of Dryden, with notes bySir 
Walter Scott, 19 vols, octavo. 
Dryden cleared, every way, about twelve hundred 
pounds by hia Virgil. His Virgil was one of the first 
books that had any thing of a subscription, and that 
was principally on account of the prints, which were 
Ogilby's plates touched up. Pope. 

Pope says he learned versification from reading 
Dryden. 

Dryden sold ten thousand verses to Tonson, for 
three hundred pounds ; he had sixpence each line for 
his Fables. 

Grat. The Poetical Works of Thomas Gray, 
with notes by Mitford, 2 vols. I6s. 

Dr. DibdiD recommtoii thii cdilloa ■> comnodionB and cor- 
nel ) ll ii Jerj Drallj printtd. 

Horace Wilpole taj), Graj sai a Iillle man of '•etj aa(«latj 
■pprarancr. 
Gat. Gay gained a considerable sum by hi» 
writings. 
Gay got four hundred pounds by the first Bexar's 
Opera, and eleven or twelve hundred pounds by the 
second. This play caused considerable bustle. 
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in the year 1773, Sir John Fielding told the Bench 
of Justices, that he had written to Mr. Garrick con- 
cerning the impropriety of performing the Beggar^s 
Opera, which never was represented without creating 
an additional number of thieves : and they particu- 
larly requested that he would desist from performing 
that opera on Saturday evening. 

Such also were the fears of the church, as to the 
effect of this play, that Dr. Herring, then Archbishop 
of Canterbury, preached a sermon against it ; and 
t)ean Swift was writing in favour of it in the Intelli* 
gencer. 

Gay was called, in consequence of it, the Orpheus 
of Highwaymen. 

Collins. Ode on the Passions. 
Akenside. Dodsley gave Akenside one hundred 
and twenty guineas for his Pleasures of Imagina- 
tion, and Mallet the same sum for his Amyntor 
and Theodor. 

Akeotid« it the mott perf^t bnUder of onr blank Tene- 

Young. The Works of Dr. Edward Young, are 
collected into 3 vols, octavo, 1/ 4i. 

■■ The Night Thoughts are published in a va- ' 

riety of forms, the neatest edition is that of 
Sharpe, in duodecimo, with illustrations, 15s. 

Dr. Yoaog receWed of Dodsley, the bookseller, tfro haodred 
foineas for the first three Night Thoaghts. 

The Satires of Yoaog deserve to be more generally read. Dr. 
Johnson has glTen him his foil meed of praise. 

Sh BN8TONX. The inimitable schoolmistress of Shen- 
stone is.one of the felicities of genius. 
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THOMSON. 



From the kindness of the late Earl of Buchati I 
have been put in possession of a number of original 
letters by the author of the Seasons, and fragments of 
poetr)' on various occasions; as they have never be- 
fore met the public eye, some extracts may be in- 
teresting;, more especially as the memoirs extant are 
very meagre and imperfect. 



KOTITIA HESPEi 



TIONS OF THOMSON. 



JamesThomgon had no brothers married, and noi 
that survived him : he had three sillers, all of whom 
sur\ived him. 

Jane, the eldest, was the wife of Mr. Robert Thom- 
son, schoolmaster at Lanark, by whom she had Ro- 
bert, a student of Medicine, who attended Ihe medical 
classes at Edinburgh, for two years, and died 
after, at his father's house in Lanark. 

Elizabeth, the second, wa^ the wife of Mr. Rol 
Bell, minister ofSlralhaven, in Clydesdale, by whoa 
she had two sons, Dr. James Bell, minister of Cold- 
stream, who published a volume of sermons preached 
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before the University of Glasgow ; and Thomas Bell, 
the second son, was a merchant in Jamaica, and died 
there. 

Mary, the youngest sister, was the wife of Mr. 
William Craig, merchant in Edinburgh, who had 
only one son, Mr. James Craig, the respectable 
architect who gave the plan of the new town of Edin- 
burgh. 

The last surviving sister of the bard of Ednam, was 
buried at Edinburgh, September SSd, 1790, her bro- 
ther's birth-day, on which day his anniversary was 
commemorated at Ednam, his birth-place, by the Earl 
of Buchan and a select party. 

Jedburgh Abbey is a magnificent old ruin and stands 
on the banks of the Jed. In part of it the grammar- 
school of Jedburgh was formerly kept, and here the 
poet received the rudiments of his education. 

Mr. Riccalton, whose name is mentioned in these 
memoranda, was the clergyman of Hopkirk, the neigh- 
bouring parish to Southdean, and in the same pres- 
bytery, on the banks of the Rule. 

He is buried in the church-yard of that parish, 
and round this church-yard the Rule winds its 
course. He was distinguished both as a divine and a 
poet, and was the only friend and kind adviser of 
Thomson. 

A poem composed by him, on the storm gathering 
round Rubber's Law, a hill in the neighbourhood, is 
said to have given the first idea of the Seasons. Of 
this poem several copies were printed, but have now 
for a long time been lost. It is most likely, how- 

L L 
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ever, to be found in some old Magazine previous !• 

I7«7. 

On the banks of the Ale is situated the manse of tke 
parish of Ancram. Here Thomson spent miidi of 
his time with Mr. Cranstoun, then clergyman of tlmt 
parish ; and a cave is still pointed out in the 
in which, it is said, he frequently indulged his 
ries. Hence, to this day it is called Thomson^ 
Cave. 

The ancient seat of the Cranstoiins was situated on 
a high bank of the Oxnam, not far from its junetioB 
with the Tiviot. 

With that noble family Thomson frequently 
sided. 



EXTRACTS FROM HIS CORRESPONDENOB. 



THOMSON to Mr. LYTTLETON, afterwards LORD LTTTLSTOV. 

<< Londoo, July 14» 1748. 
^^ DEAR SIR, 

^^ I had the pleasure of yours some posts ag^ and 
have delayed answering hitherto, that I mtgkt 
be able to determine when 1 could have the happiness 
of waiting upon you. 

<^ Hagley is the place in England I most desire to 
see ; I imagine it to be greatly delightful in itself, and 
I know it to be so, to the highest degree, by the cooh 
pany it is animated by. Some reasons prevent my 
waiting upon you immediately, but if you will be so 
good as to let me know how long you design to stay 
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in the country, nothing shall hinder me from passing 
three weeks or a month with you before you leave 
it. 

^^ As this will fall in autumn, I shall like it the bet- 
ter, for I think that season of the year the most pleas- 
ing and the most poetical ; the spirits are not then 
dissipated by the gaiety of spring, and the glaring light 
of summer, but composed into a serious and tempered 
joy. The.year is perfect. 

^^ In the meantime I shall go on with correcting 
the Seasons, and hope to carry down more than one 
of them with me. The muses whom you obligingly 
say I shall bring along with me, I shall find with you; 
the muses of the great simple country, not the little 
fine lady muses of Richmond Hill. I have lived so 
long in the noise or at least the distant din of the 
town, that I begin to forget what retirement is ; with 
you I shall enjoy it in its highest elegance, and purest 
simplicity. 

^< The mind will not only be soothed into peace, but 
enlivened into harmony. My compliments attend all 
at Hagley, and particularly her* who gives it 
charms to you it never had before. 

*^ Believe me to be ever, 

^^ With the greatest respect, 
^^ Most afiectionately yours, 

<«JAM£8 THOMSON.'* 



• Lucy Fortacae, Lord Lyttleton^t firit wife. 
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THOMSON to Mr. G. ROigS. 

*f London, Nofember 0, If 96- 
^^ DEAR ROSS, 

^^ I own I have a good deal of assurance^ after aalu 
ing one favour of you, never to answer your lettef 
till I ask another. 

^^ But, not to mince the matter more to a friend, and 
all apologies apart, hearken to my request. My ni- 
ters have ))een advised by their friends, to set up at 
Edinburgh, a little milliner's shop, and if you can 
conveniently advance to them twelve pounds on mj 
account, it will be a particular favour. 

^^ That will set them-a-going, and I design from 
time to time to send them goods from hence: my 
whole account I will pay you when you come up 
here, not in poetical paper credit, but in the solid 
money of this dirty world. I shall not draw upon yon, 
in case you should not be prepared to defend your^lf ; 
but if your purse be valiant, please to enquire for 
Jane or Elizabeth Thomson, at the Rev. Mr. Gu9* 
thart's,* and if this letter be not sufficient testimony 
of the debt, I will send you whatever you shall de* 
sire. 



• One of die miniiten of Edinbargb, Ikther of Dr. Gntkartt at 
Ball's. By Uiat worthy clergyman I wai bapUied, oo the 8tk of Jmc. 
O.S. 174t» and he wai always so kind to ae, that I wish I co«M per 
petuate the memory of hit Tirtnei. JSar f •/ Buckmm^ 
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^^ It is late and I would not lose this post ; like a 
laconic man of business, therefore, I must stop short, 
though I have several things to impart to you. 

" The next letter I write to you shall be washed 
<;Iean from business in the Castalian fountain. 

^^ I am whipping and spurring to finish a tragedy 
for you this winter, but am still at some distance 
from the goal, which makes me fear being distanced. 

Remember me to all friends, and above them all', 
heartily to Mr. Forbes ; though my affection for him 
is not fanned by letters, yet it is as high as when I 
was. his brother in virtu, and played at chess with 
iiim in a post chaise. 

^^ I am, dear Ross, 

*^ Most sincerely yours, 

To Mr. CI Ross, <« JAMES THOMSOir.'* j 

At the Hod. Duocan Forbes, Edinbarghg 



THOMSON to Mr. G. ROSS. 

LoDdoo, January 12, 1737. 
<* DEAR SIR, 

^^Having been entirely in the country of late, finish- 
ing my play, I did not receive your's till some days 
ago. 

^* It was kind in you not to draw rashly upon me, 
which at present had put me into danger ; but very 
soon, that is to say about two months hence, I shall 
have a golden buckler, and you may draw boldly. 
My play is deceived in Drury-lane, and will be put 
into my Lord Chamberlain's or his deputy*s hands 
to morrow. May we hope to see you this winter, 
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and to have the assistance of yoar hands id caae it 
is acted ? What will become of you if you do not 
come up ? 1 am afraid Creepy* and you will be ao- 
quainted. 

Forbes I hope is cheerful and in good healtk* 
Shall we never see him? Or shall I go to him 
before he comes to us ? I long to see him, in inrder 
to play out that game of chess which we left un- 
iuBsbed. Remember me kindly to him, with all the 
sealous truth of old friendship. Peityt came here 
two or three days ago; I have not yet seen the round 
nuin of God to be. He is to be parsonifyed a few 
days hence. How a gown and cassock will become 
him; and with what a holy leer he tbdUI edify lAe decoui 
females I. 

There is no doubt of his having a call, for he is 
immediately to enter upon a tolerable living. God 
grant him more, and as fot as himself. 

It rejoices me to see one worthy, honest, excdlent 
roan, raised, at least, to independence. Pray make 
my compliments to my Lord President,^ and all 
friends. I shall be glad to. hear more at large from 
you. Just now I am with the Alderman, who wishes 
you all happiness. 

Believe me ever^ 

Most aflfectionatelyyour's, 

JAMBS THOIfSON. 



• The itool of repeotAoce. 

f The Rererend PMrkk Mvdech, **Tbe oHy nan of Cvod ui the 
Castle of Indolence.** 
X DnncaD Forbes. 
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' Thomson's last letter to Paterson,* written a few 
days before his last illness, beginning of May, 
1748 ; from the original in Thomson's hand-writ* 
ing, found among his papers by his executors, 
and presented by the heir of Sir Andrew Mitchell 
to the Earl of Buchan, 

No Date. 

DEAR PATERSON, 

In the first place, and previous to my letter, I must 
recommend to your fiivour and protection, Mr. James 
Smithy searcher ii^ St Christopher's; and I beg of you, 
as occasion shall serve, and as you find, he merits it, 
to advance him in the business of the customs* He iy 
warmly recommended to me by Sargent, who, ia 
verity, turns out one of the best men of our youthful 
acquaintance, — honest, honourable, friendly, and ge- 
nerous. 

If we. are not to oblige one another, life becomes a 
paltry selfish afiair, — a pitiful morsel in a corner. 
Sargent is so happily married, that I could almost 
say, — the same case happen to us all. 

That I have not answered several letters of yours, 
is not owing to the want of friendship and the sincerest 
regard for you; btkt you know me well enough to 
account for my silence, without my saying any more 



• PatenoD was Thonuoo's deputy, as surveyor feoeral of the 
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upon that head ; besides, I have very little to say that 
is worthy to be transmitted over the great ocean. 
The world either futilises so much, or we grow so 
dead to it, that its transactions make but feeble im- 
pressions on us. Retirement and nature are more and 
more my passion every day. And now, even now, 
the charming time comes on: Heaven is just on the 
point, (or rather in the very act), of giving earth a 
green gown. The voice of the nightingale is heard 
in our lane.* 

You must know that I have enlarged my rural 
domain, much to the same dimensions you have done 
yours. The two fields next to me, from the first of 
which I have walled — no, no, — paled in about as 
much as my garden consisted of before, so that the 
walk runs round the hedge, where you may figure 
me walking any time of the day, and sometimes 
in the night. I imagine you reclining under 
cedars, and there enjoying more magnificent slum« 
bers than are known to the pale climates of the 
north ; slumbers rendered awful and divine by 
the solemn stillness and deep fervors of the torrid 
noon. At other times I image you drinking punch 
in groves of lime or orange trees, gathering pine- 
apples from hedges, as commonly as we may black- 
berries, poetising under lofty laurels, or making 
love under full spread myrtles. But to lower my 
style a little, as I am such a genuine lover of 
gardening, why don't you remember me in that in- 
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stance, and send me some seeds of things that might 
succeed here during the summer, though they cannot 
perfect their seeds sufficiently in this (to them) unge* 
nial climate to propagate; in which case is the cal- 
liloo, which, from the seed it bore here, can^e up 
puny, ricketty, and good for nothing. There are 
other things certainly with you, not yet brought 
over hither, that might flourish here in the summer 
time, and live tolerably well, provided they be 
sheltered in an hospitable stove or green-house du- 
ring the winter. You will give me no small pleasure 
by sending me, from time to time, some of these 
seeds, if it were no more but to amuse me in 
making the trial. 

With regard to the brother gardeners, you ought 
to know, that as they are half vegetables, the animal 
part of them will never have spirit enough to con- 
sent to the transplanting of the vegetables in to dis- 
tant, dangerous clmates. They, happily for them- 
selves, have no other idea but to dig on here, eat, 
drink, sleep, and kiss their wives. 

As to more important business, I have nothing 
to write to you. You know best. Be (a? you 
always must be,) just and honest; but if you 
are unhappily romantic, you shall come home with- 
out money, and write a tragedy on yourself.* Mr. 
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Lyttleton told me that the Grenvilles and he had 
strongly recommended the person the governor and 
you proposed for that, considerable office^ lately 
fallen vacant in your department, and that there was 
good hopes of succeeding. He told me also that Mr. 
Pitt had said that it was not to be expected that offices 
such as that is, for which the greatest interest is made 
here at home, could be accorded to your recommenda- 
tion, but that as to the middling or inferior offices, 
if there was not some particular reason to the 
contrary, regard would be had thereto. This is all 
that can be reasonably desired : and if you are not 
infected with a certain Creolian distemper, (whereof 
I am persuaded your soul will utterly resist the con- 
tagion, as I hope your body will that of the natural 
ones,) there are few men so capable of that unperiah- 
able happiness, that peace and satisfaction of mind, 
at least, that proceeds from being reasonable and 
moderate in our desires, as you. 

These are the treasures dug from an inexhaustible 
mine in our own breasts, which, like those in the 
kingdom of heaven, the rust of time cannot corrupt, 
nor thieves break through and steal. I must learn to 
work this mine a little more, being struck off finon 
a certain hundred pounds a year which you know I 
had. 

West, Mallet, and I, were all routed in one day ; 
if you would know why— out of resentment to our 
friend in Argyll Street. Yet 1 have hopes givea 
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me of haviDff it restored with interest some time or 
Other. Oh, that some time or other is a great de- 
ceiver. 

Coriolanus has not yet appeared on the stage, from 
the little dirty jealousy of Tullus * towards him who 
akme can actCoriolanus-t Indeed the first has en- 
tirely jockeyed the last off the stage for this season, 
like a giant in his wrath. 

Let us have a little more patience, Paterson; nay, 
let us be cheerful ; at last all will be well, at least all 
will be over — here I mean : God forbid it should be 
so hereafter ! But as sure as there is a God^ thaii will 
mi he so. 

Now that I am prating of myself, know that, after 
fourteen or fifteen years, the Castle of Indolence^'comos 
abroad in a fortnight. It will certainly travel as far 
as Barbadoes. You have an apartment in it as a 
night pensioner ; which you may remember I filled 
up for you during our delightful party at North End. 

Will ever these days return again ? Don't you re- 
niember eating the raw fish thai were never cau^t ? AH 
our friends are pretty much in sUUu quo^ except it be 
poor Mr. Lyttleton. He has had the severest trial a 
human tender heart can have ; but the old physician, 
time, will at last close up his wounds, though there 
must always remain an inward smarting. 
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Mitchell * is in the house for Aberdeenshire, and 
has spoke modestly well ; I hope he will be something 
else soon; none deserves better; trne friendship an 
humanity dwell in his heart. 

Gray is working hard to pass his accounts ; I spoke 
to him about that affair. If he gave you any trouble 
about it, even that of dunning, I shall think strangely, 
but I dare say he is too friendly to his old friends, and 
you are among the oldest. 

Symmer is at last tired of gaiety, and is going to 
take semi-country house, at Hammersmith. 

I am sorry that honest sensible Warrender (who is 
in town) seems to be stunted in church preferments* 
He ought to be a tall cedar i|i the house of the liord. 
If he is not so at last, it will add more fuel to my in- 
dignation, that burns already too intensely, and throbs 
towards an eruption. 

Patrick Murdoch is in town, tutor to Admiral Ver- 
non's son, and is in good hope of another living in 
Suffolk, that country of tranquillity, where he will 
then burrow himself in a wife and be happy. Good- 
natured obliging Miller is as usual. 

Though the doctor t increases in business he does 
not decrease in spleen, that is both humane and agree- 
able, like Jacques in the play ; I sometimes, too, have 
a touch of it. 

But I must break off this chat with you about your 
friends, which, were I to indulge in, would be end- 
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less. As for politics, we are, I believe, on the brink 
of a peace. The French are vapouring at present 
in the siege of Maestricht, at the same time they are 
mortally sick in their marine, and through all the 
vitals of France. It is a pity we cannot continue 
the war a little longer, and put their agonizing trade 
quite to death. This siege (I take it) they mean as 
their last flourish in the war. 

May your health, which never failed you yet, still 
continue, till you have scraped together enough to 
return home and live in some snug corner, as happy 
^ the corycium senex^ in Virgil's fourth Georgic, 
whom I .recommend both to you and myself as a per* 
feet model of the honest happy life. 
Believe me to be ever, 

Most sincerely and affectionately 
Yours, 

James Thomson. 



Cojp^ of a Letter from Thornton ^ the Poet^ to Gavin 
Hamilton, Esq, at his kousej Edinburgh, 



London, February the IStb, 1737. 



SIR, 



I lately heard from my sister's at Edinburgh, 
that you were so good as to promise to advance to 
them, on my account, a trifle of money which I pro- 
pose to allow them yearly. 

The sum is sixteen pounds sterling, and which I 
would have paid them eight pounds sterling at Mar* 
tinnias, and the other eight pounds at Whitsuntide, 
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tbe payment to begin from last Martinmaa.. So that 
tbe first year will be completed at Whitsunday next. 

Your doing this I shall look upon as a particular 
favour, and the money shall be paid here at your 
iNrder as you please to direct. 

Please, upon receipt of this, to send to them at 
Mr. Gusthart's, and to advance to them the payment 
for last Martinmas, which place to my account. 
Had I had time this post, I would have written to 
them to wait upon you. 

I have a tragedy entitled Agamemnon, to be re* 
presented here about three weeks hence. Please 
to let me know how many copies I shall send to you, 
and you shall have them in full time. 1 have some 
thoughts of printing it for myself but if I do not, 
I will take care you shall have what copies of it you 
demand. 

If I can serve you in any thing else here^ I shall 
be very glad. 

Believe me to be, sir. 

Your most affectionate^ 

Humble servant, 

James TaoMsoN. 



ENGMSH POETRY, 271 



From Thomson (the poet) to Mrs, Robertson^ who was d 
Bath for the recaoery of her healthy along wiik her sister^ 
Miss Young (Amanda,) qfiertcartb married to AdmiroL 
CampbeU. 

Kew Lane, Nov. 87, rj4f. 
MADAM, 

Give me leave to say that amongst all your friends 
nobody longs more ardently after the full establish- 
ment of your health, than I do, iBrst end foremost 
upon your own personal account, and secondly from 
more selfish motives, that you may soon return to 
supply to us the want of the sun by your company. 
You may perhaps think this compliment a little high 
strained, whereas, upon the faith of a melancholy, 
and as I hope to laugh again, I would for three or 
four hours of your company, give three or four 
months of such days as these. But at the same time 
I must be so bold as to add, that though it be down- 
right deep November, and you, Miss Berry, and 
Miss Young absent, none of us will push the com- 
pliment so far as to verify the French author^s ob- 
servation, who begins his bodk thus: — It was in 
the month of November, when Englishmen hang 
and drown themselves— and yet I am dismal 
enough sometimes. Do, dear Mrs. Robertsoui make 
haste to be well. 
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Sorely do I grieve not to have been one of your 
'squires the day you set out ; for besides the pleasure 
of attending you and your companions, I hear very 
diverting accounts of the country, particularly of 
David's navigation on horseback ; how it blew a hard 
gale of riding with him ; driving him now a great 
way on one side, and then, helm a lee, on the other ; 
how he had almost committed piracy on the high- 
way ; and how he was next morning, while asleep, 
deserted by the ship's crew, and left among the 
savages. 
I am furthermore informed, that being thereunto 

moved by the instigation of , and 

not having the fear of the ladies before his eyes, he 
was guilty of high treason against their sovereign 
beauty by uttering certain base, scandalous, and 
traitorous words ; for the which he must in due time 
undergo his trial. George Scott, judge, James Ro* 
bertson, attorney-general, and William Paterson^ 
foreman of the jury. But by their mutual accusa- 
tions 1 find there is a heavy charge against them all. 
To think of leaving, nay, for some time actually to 
have left distrest ladies, under their protection, to 
travel in the dark, and through infamous places, 
where so many robberies had been committed the 
day before, is such a stain upon all chivalry as their 
return cannot entirely wipe oft. 

They were indeed upon the brink of perdition ; 
for had they not returned, their swords must have 
been broken over their heads, their arms reversed, 
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nad the ban 6( all gallantry pablidhed' igaiiist them. 
Nobody would have druiik/ nobody toasted them; 
and nothing undermakin^ two or three campaigns 
in the service of'tli4t kersic lady, the' Queto of 
Hungary, could Uave irestbf'c/d them to any degree 
of honour. 

I hope the ladies have'gbt th^ii' d6thes. To' be at 
Bath, yet debarred from the rooms, Aiust have been a 
cruel situation to stich as know l^ss how to converse 
with and enjoy themselves ? The vety situation of 
Tantalus. And yet, notwithstanding, I do' flfoin my 
soul most sincerely pity you, to be so tong doomed to 
a place so delightfully tiresome. Delightfully did I 
say? No: it is merely a scene of waking dl*eams, 
where nothing but the phantoms of pleiLiu jre^^ about 
without any substance or reality. What around of 
silly amusements, what a giddy circle bf nothing, do 
these children of a larg^ size run ^very day. Nor 
does it only give a gay vertigo to the head, it has 
equally a bad influence on the heart. When the 
head is full of nothing but dress and scandal, 
and dice and cards, can the heart be sensible to those 
fine emotions,tho9e tender, humane, g^erous passions, 
that form the soul of all virtue and' happiness ? Oh 
then, ye lovers, never think to make any impression 
on the heart of your dissipated fair. But I ask 
pardon, for railing at a place you are obliged to be at, 
and which I hope will restore you to perfect health. 
Yes, that reconciles me to it again : and if my letter 
was not already too long, I could now make its 
panegyric. 

NN 
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May I flatter myself with the hopes of hearing from 
you ? If you send me your three names, and above 
them, we are well, I shall even be glad of that. Ma- 
dam, I am sorry to acquaint you that your husband, 
once famous for hospitality, has lost it all since you left 
this place. Pray be so good as to lay your commands 
upon him to treat us, some night or other, with a 
bowl of punch, that we may drink your healths. I 
had almost forgot to congratulate you on your con-« 
venient lodgings, which I hear are exceedingly well 
furnished with stools and forms. 

But, to be quite serious, my first compliments, my 
most hearty respects, nay, in short, all the good wishes 
my heart can form, attend you all ! 

Believe me to be, with the utmost respect, 

Madam, 
Tour and Miss Young's and Miss Berry's 
Devoted humble servant, 

James Thomsov. 



Memoranda of Thomion, the Poet^ and hit astacuiet; 
communicated by James Robertson^ Esq. of Ri(Amondy in 
Surrey y late Surgeon to the houtdwld at JCnv, October 17 j 
1791, to Thomas Parke^ Esq. the Poet, and by him to ike 
Earl of Buchan. 

Have you any objection, sir, to my taking down 
memorandums to a conversation ? 

Not in the least, I will procure you pen, ink, 
and paper immediately. 
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I understand, sir, you knew Thomson long ? 
I became acquainted with him in the year 17S6, 
when he published his poem of Winter. He lived 
opposite to me, in Lancaster Court, in the Strand. 
I went to the East Indies soon after, which caused 
a chasm in our acquaintance ; but on my return our 
intimacy was strengthened, and continued to the hour 
of his death. I do not know any man, living or dead, 
I ever esteemed more highly, and he was attached to 
me. I had once a complaint of a consumptive nature, 
which confined me much at home, and he was so good 
as to come often from Kew-lane to sit with me. 

Did you know Amanda ? 

Know her ? — Yes, sir, I married her sister. 
Amanda was a Miss Young, daughter to Captain 
Gilbert Young, of the Gulyhill fanlily, in Dum- 
friesshire, and was married afterwards to Admiral 
Campbell. She was a fine sensible woman ; and 
poor Thomson was desperately in love with her. 
Mr. Gilbert Young, her nephew, left my house this 
very morning. Thomson, indeed, was never wealthy 
enough to marry. 

His circumstances were said to have been in a 
flourishing way at the latter period of his life ? 

Sir, his circumstances never were very good, and 
would have been much worse, I believe, without 
my friendly interference. 

He was governed by the vis inertia^ I think, to a 
great degree ? 

He was, sir. 

Mr. Collins, the brewer, has told me, that he was 
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SO heedless in his money concerns, that in paying 
him a bill for beer, he gave him two.))ank notes rolled 
together, instead of one. Collins did not perceive 
the mistake till he got home, and when he returned 
the note, Thomson appeared perfectly indifferenjt 
about the matter, and said he had enough to go on 
without it ! Mr. Robertson smiled at this anecdote, 
and said it was like him. 

He was not, I believe, one of the weeping philo- 
sophers. He was no Iferaclitus ? 

No, he wa^ not indeed. I remember his being 
stopped once, between London and Richmond, and 
robbed of his watch, and when I expressed my regret 
for his loss^ ^^Pshaw, damn it," said he, *^ I am glad 
they took it fronune, Hwas never good for any thing." 

Was he national in has affections ? 

He had no prejudices whatever; he was the most 
liberal of men in all his sentiments. 

I have been told he used to associate with Parson 
Cromer and some other convivials, atthe Old Orange 
Tree, in Kew Lane ? 

Relaxation of any kind was, to him, frequeiitly 
desirable, and he could conform to any company. 
He was benevolent and social, both in. his writjiigs 
and in his life, as his friend^ Dr. Armstrong, said on 
another occasion, he practised what he preached. 
Lord L's character of him, as a|i author^ was per- 
fectly just, that in his last moments he had no caupe 
to wish any thing blotted he had ever writtea*. 

I hear he kept very late hours ? 

No, sir, very early : he was always up at sunrise, 
but then he had never been in bed. 
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Did you ever corresppnd with him ? 

Very seldonu We were so much together there 
was little opportunity or occasion for it. 

Tou do not happen to have any reliques of his 
hand writing ? 

I don't think I have ; but when I. get my breath 
a little better I will look among my papers to try 
if I can find any. 

The kind old gentleman was warmed with the 
subject, and even set forward to his escritoire in 
the pursuit, but returned only with a letter from the 
late Dr. Armstrong, which he flattered hin^^^f con- 
tained somethipg relative to Thomson, In thjis he 
was mistaken. It was a rhapsody of th^pk? in return 
for being presented with a large bAttle of spirits ; 
but it was well worth an airing. This, said Mr. R. 
will show you the intimate terms I was upon with 
Johnny Armstrong, who wrote that beautiful pqem, 
'^The Art of Preserving the Health." He was. a 
very ingenious aydeiKcell^^iVinw^ 

Did you know Dr. Patrick Murdoch, who wrote 
Thomson's Life. 

Ay, very well, and esteemed him. Pattie, as I 
always called him, h^4>^^^o<l hearts 

Pope, as I have heard, used often to visit Thom- 
son? 

Yes, frecjujently. Pope has. sometimes 8aid,TJhLom- 
son, I'll walk to the end of.^ypur garden, an^ then 
set off t9 the. bottom, q^, Kew-footxlane an,4.,back. 
Pope, sir, courted Thpin^n, a]i;i4, Thomson was 
always admijtted to JPop^, whether h^ ha^ compaoy 
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or not ; but Pope had a jealousy of every eminent 
writer ; he was a viper that gnawed the file. 

Was Pope a great talker ? 

Pope, when he liked his company, was a very 
agreeable man. He was fond of adulation, and when 
he had any dislike, was a most bitter satirist. 

Thomson, I think^ was very intimate with David 
Mallet, the editor of Bolingbroke ? 

Sir, that person's name was properly Malloch ^ 
but I used to call him Moloch in our festive mo- 
ments, and Thomson enjoyed the jest. Sir, he had 
not Thomson's heart ; he was not sound at the core ; 
he made a cat's-paw of Thomson, and I did not like 
the man on that account. 

Thomson had two cousins or nephews, who were 
gardeners, did they live with him ? 

No, they did not live with him, they lived upon 
him. He was so generous a man that if he had but 
two eggs he would have given them both away. 

Were you acquainted with Mr. Ghray, who lived 
at Richmond Hill ? 

Tes, I knew a John Gray, who was a victualler. 
He purchased Thomson's collection of prints and 
drawings after his decease, but I believe purely oat 
of ostentation. 

Ton must have had great influence over him, 
sir, from several circumstances you have men* 
tioned, but wish to be suppressed ? 

Without ostentation or vanity, sir, I really very 
often have wondered how I came to have so 
much, and the rest of his friends wondered too; 
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for I do say it most sincerely, that I never could 
find out what made Thomson and many of these 
geniuses so partial to me as they appeared. 

Then, sir, I suspect you are the only one who 
could not make the discovery ? 

Sir, I was not fishing for a compliment, I do as- 
sure you. 

If you had, sir, I should not have snatched so 
eagerly at your bait. 

I suppose you attended Thomson in a medical 
as well as in a social capacity ? 

Yes, Armstrong and myself were with him till 
his last moments. I was in the room with him 
when he died. A putrid fever carried him off 
in less than a week. He seemed to me to be de- 
sirous not to live, and I had reason to think that 
my sister-in-law was the occasion of this. He 
could not bear the thoughts of her being married 
to another. 

Pray did you attend his funeral ? 

Indeed I did, and a real funeral it was to me, as 
Quin said when he spoke the prologue to Corio- 
lanus, ^^ I was in truth no actor there." 

Did you hear Quin speak that prologue, sir ? 

Tes, I could not have been absent. 

Were you the only intimate friend who paid the 
last tribute of respect to Thomson's remains ? 

No, sir, Quin attended, and Mallet, and another 
friend, whose name I do not recollect. He was inter- 
red in the north-west corner of Richmond church, 
just where the christening pew now stands. I pointed 
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^. out the place to the sexton^s widow, tbiit she 

% \ show it to ^raiiget*8. 

I , Did ycru knoW jl^tidrew MilUr,' the booksell 

^ I knei^ him well. He todk a bdx near ' 

l[ son's, in Kew-lane, to k^ep in i^ithliim ^'to ; 

} who miglit be profitable to Mfn. AndreW Was ; 

r natured man, and not an unpleasant compani< 

he Was a little contracted' in mind by his' bu 
and had the dross of a bookseller abbut him. 
Did ydlitoow Paterson ? 

|k Yes« Paterson had been clerk to a tott 

house in the city, ' went for some time kbro^ 
on hts return was amanu^Asis to 'RiOlnson, n 
deputy as surveyor-general df the Li^eward'L 
arid succeeded him in that office, btit he 'djd n< 

\\ long to enjoy it, I believe not ttore' thain tWo' 

Collins, the p6et, arid Hamfnond, ' autlror 

^ . Love Elsies, visited Thonteon ? 

Yes. Ah ! poor Collins, he had much genii 
half mad. Hammond was a gentlem&n, atid 
pleasant man. Tet Thomson, I remember oi 

^ called him a burnished butteHly. Quito, the 

dian, was a sincere friend of Thomson; he k 
turally a most humane and iViendly man, an 
put on the brute when he thotight it was eX] 
from him by those who gave him credit fc 
character. 
Was the anecdote of Quin and Thomson tr 

^ Yes, I believe it was. 

Boswell surmised that Thomson was a 
coarser man than is commonly allowed ? 



t 

boor ; he luad s^rapljicity wUi^^t r^4^Qf8, f^nd % 
eujitiv^eid mm^fif W^^^t^ Mwg f^oiwitly. |la 1^4 
a great av^rucH^ >o )pt^ iprf^ti|igy «iip4 ^#<* »0 
attempt much of prose compositipp ^f ^99 1494* 
His time tw €ompoaUi(m 1^^ g^Mr4ly at ^he 
dead of night, and was qil^fA ill \o» ^WSffmf ^o^ae^ 
wllich^tog^hdr vitll o^ifTy uiempriali^fhiirefidence, 
is carefully fXe^erve^ Jiy the Hoboui^^M^ Sfbs. 
B<«€awe9. 

Pi4 you knoif^ sir, ^f ^ny cither B.UJ94f)my^» of 
Thomson's esuept tfaiai to his Amaadta ? 

No^ I believe he was more tr^y atMiclMd %o my 
lilitle i«rife an4 jber eisiter Hkwa t^ any f^e ^l^e^ 
next to Amanda. Mr. H. of Bangor, ^j$iA tie 
he was once naked to ^iofi^r by TjM^fison, but 
could not .fktte^d; one of his friends, who was 
there, told him that there was a general stipula- 
tion agreed on by the whole company, that there 
should be no hard drinking. Thomson acquiesced, 
only requiring that each man should drink his 
bottle. The temli were accepted uncondition* 
ajjy, i^nd when itfre cloth was rejp[\py€^, f^ tbree 
quart botlle was set b^fo^e each of |i^ guests. 
Thomson had much of this kind of agreeable 
humour. Mr. Aikman the paintei^^ and D». He 
la Cour, a p&ysician and ingemous writer, were 
intimate and beloved friends of Thomson. Mr. 
Aikman was a gentleman of competent estate, and 
was always friendly to Thomson. 

Sir, I cordially thank you for this kindness, in 

o o 
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suffering yourself to be teased with interrogations ; 
and when Lord Buchan's tablet on the grave of 
the poet, shall be imposed in Richmond church, I 
shall hope to see you tripping across the green to 
take a peep at it. 

Sir, if I can crawl across for such a gratifica- 
tion, I shall certainly do it. 

We then twice shook hands and parted. In- 
telligent old gentleman ! Little was I aware that his 
lengthened eve of life was so very near its close ! 
He was taken seriously ill a few hours after I left 
himj Monday, October S4, and on the Friday fol- 
lowing he died, and was buried on Saturday the 
4th of November, by the south side of Richmond 
church. 

Mors ultima linea rerum est. 

(Signed) T. P. 



UNPUBLISHED POETBY BT THOMSOK. 



Ferses by Thornton^ addressed to Miss Young, his Jbmtmda^ 
from the MSS. in Lord Budian*s coiketkm. 

Ah ! urge too late ! from beauty*s bondage free^ 
Why did I trust my liberty with thee? 
And thou, why dost thou with inhuman art, 
If not resolved to take, seduce my heart? 
And when your glances chanced on me to shine. 
How my fond soul ecstatic sprang to thine; 
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But mark me fair one ! what I now declare, 
A deep attention claims a serious care. 
It is no common passion fires my breast ; 
I must be wretched or I must be blest ; 
My woes all other remedy deny, 
Or pitying give me hope, or bid me die! 



Ver9e9 by Thomson an the death of Jus Mother.^ 

Ye fabled muses, I your aid disclaim. 
Your very raptures, and your fancied flame. 
True genuine woe my throbbing heart inspires, 
lioye prompts my lays, and filial duty fires. 
My soul springs instant at the warm design. 
And the heart dictates ev'ry flowing line. 
See ! where the kindest, best of mothers lies, 
And death has closed her ever watching eyes. 
Has lodged at last in peace her weary breast, 
And luU'd her many piercing cares to rest. 
No more the orphan train around her stands, 
While her full heart upbraids her needy hands ; 
No more the widow',s lonely fate she feels. 
The shock severe that modest want conceals ; 
Th' oppressor's scorn, the soured of wealthy pride. 
And poverty's unnumbered ills beside ; 
For see ! attended by the angelic throng. 
Thro' yonder worlds of light she glides along ; 



• From the original, fonnerly in the collection of the Earl of 
Bocban, by whom it was presented, with other interestingpieces, by 
the poet, in a dedication copy of the quarto edition of the Seasons, 
to the University of Bdinborgh. 
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And clainiB tke well earned raptures ofAeAj^ 
Yet fond concern recafib the mother't eye;*** 
She seeks th' nnfiiended orphass left behmd^ 
So hardly left ! so bitterly resignedf''^ 
Still ! still ! is she my soul's diurnal ikamc, 
The waking rision, and the wailiag dremn ; 
Amid the ruddy sun's enlivening blaze, 
O'er my dark eyes the dewy image plays, 
And in the dread dominion of the night, 
Shines out again the sadly pieasfn^ siglif ; 
Triumphilttt ¥iHu^ M fitouhA faet AlHs, 
And more than VdltHntfd every lm>k Mj^iit^ \ 
Looks soft yet awftil, melting yet s^ireney 
Where both th6 ihothef and the saint aM i^ii. 
But ah ! that night-^that tort'ring night remains, 
May darkness dye it with its deepest stains ! 
May joy on it forsake her rosy bo^'rt, 
And streaming sorrow blast its balefinl hotM! 
When on the margin of the briny flood, 
Chill'd with a sad presaging damp I st6od; 
Took the last look, ne'er to behold her ttioire. 
And mix'd out murmurs with the wat'ry foar;— 
Heard the last words fall from her pibns tongtie, 
Then wild into the bulging vessel fltifig, 
Which soon, too soon, conveyed me fh>fki li^ ^ht. 
Dearer than life, and libetiy and lighftl 
Why was I then, y« powfers ! r^erv^ toft ttiis, 
Nor sunk immediate in the vast abyss? 
Down ye wUd wialies of relentkas woe ! 
I see li«r wMi iinnortal beauty glow ; 
The early tlrriloUe, care contracted, gone, 
Her tears all wip'd, and all her sorrows flown. 
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T see her through the blest apartments rove ; 
And now she meets her dear expecting love. 
Heart easing sight ! if not in part o'erspread, 
By the dark gloom of griefs uncheerful shade ; 
But, round me light ! let this reflection pour 

\_Several lines nMnting.'] 



The following Stanzas written by Thomson on 
the blank leaf of a copy of his Seasons, were sent 
by him to the good Lord Lyttleton, soon after the 
death of his Lucy. 

Go, little book, and find our friend, 
Who nature and the muses loves , 
Whose cares the public virtues blend 
With all the softness of the groves. 

A fitter time thou canst not chuse. 
His fostering friendship to repay ; 
Go then, and try, my rural muse, 
To steal his widow'd hours away. 



nomson to his Amanda^* with a present of his Seasons, 

Accept, lov'd nymph t this tribute due 
To tender friendship, love, and you ; 
But witk it ttke what breath'd the whole, 
O ! tabe to ibine the poet^s soul. 
If ftincy hope her power displays, 
And if a heart exalts these lays, 



* Mist Yonog. 



286 ENGLISH POETRY. 

You fairest in that foncy shine, 
And all that heart is fondly thine. 



Beautiful Song by Thomam. 

TO MTRA.f 

O thou whose tender serious eyes 
Expressive speak the mind I love, 
The gentle azure of the skies, 
The pensive shadows of the grove ; 

O mix their beauteous beams with mine. 
And let us interchange our hearts, 
Liet all their sweetness on me shine, 
Pour'd through my soul be all their darts. 

Ah ! 'tis too much — I cannot bear 

At once so soft, so keen a ray ; 

In pity then my lovely fair I 

O turn those killing eyes away ! 

But what avails it to conceal 

One charm, where nought but charms we see ? 

Their lustre then again reveal. 

And let me, Myra, die of thee. 



On visiting Richmond Church in the summer of 
1825, 1 could not help being struck with the small 
and unobtrusive brass tablet placed against the wall 
at the west end of the north aisle, by the late 



f This beautiful song, though addreised to Mjra» wai meuit for 
hit Anaoda. 
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Earl of Buchan, the warm admirer of Thomson. 
When around me (to use the beautiful words of 
Geofircy Crayon,) were monuments of every age 
and style; tombs of knights and high born dames 
of gorgeous workmanship, with their eifigies in 
coloured marble. On every side the eye was 
struck with some instance of aspiring mortality; 
some haughty memorial which human pride had 
erected over its kindred dust, in this temple of the 
most humble of all religions. The size of the tablet 
is about two feet square, with the following inscrip- 
tion.— ^^ In the earth below this tablet are the re- 
mains of James Thomson, author of the beautiful 
poems entitled The Seasons^ who died at Richmond 
on the 22nd of August, and was buried there on the 
29th O.S. 1748." 

I could wish to see the day when this humble piece 
of brass might be accompanied by a suitable marble 
monument to the memory of this great poet of na- 
ture, from the chisel of his enthusiastic admirer, 
Charles Rossi, R.A. who has produced some of his 
finest compositions from the Seasons of Thomson. I 
cannot at the same time but feel much regret at the 
scanty and imperfect materials extant relative to his 
life; and I wish that some talented individual would 
undertake to give him his due meed of fame. John- 
son is evidently illiberal towards him because he was 
a Scotchman, and describes very erroneously his si- 
tuation on his coming to London. He has thought 
proper to say, that " his first want was a pair o/shoeSj'* 
whereas he was liberally supplied with money and 
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other necessaries prior to faia leaving Edinburgh, by 
a frteDd of bis mother. In describing hit^ person 
Dr. Johnson caold not lose the opportunity of show- 
ing his antipathy to his nortltern countrymen, by ap- 
plying to him the epithet "tnore /nf that* bardbe- 
seems." About thirty years ago Lord Buc ban pub- 
lished an Essay towards a new iifo of Thomson, [Jrom 
which many interesting particulars might be gleaned ; 
it is DOW become very scarc«, as there were only five 
hundred copies printed. About two years since 1 
had. in my possession, a manuscript collection of his 
early unpublished poems, which was given to me by 
a lady related to theMmitrose lamily, to one of wboa 
Mallet was tutor when Thomson came to Ijoodon. 
Lord Buchan kindly permitted an original BUDiature 
of the poet, by Slaughter, in his possession, to be 
engraved front, which is much superior to asy p«r- 
traits of him now extant. 

The manuscript contains fifty-five foliopa^es,wilh 
an index at the end. The fifth of these pieces, as to 
the order of selection, is a paraphrase of the ItHth 
Psalm; a performance which the poet delivered in 
the Divinity School of Edinburgh, about a year »ftcr 
hh matriculation, and of which piece both Mr. Mur- 
doch and Dr. Johnson mention in higb terras of com* 
mendation, though it has never been seen in prmti^j 
1 sliall here subjoin some extracts. 

FSALM tlV. PARAPHRASED. 

To praise thy author, soul, do not forget. 
Canst thou in gratitude deny the debt ? — 
Lord, thou art great, how great we cannot know 
Honour and majesty do round thee How. 



kit -* 
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The purest rays of primogenial light, 

Compose thy robes and make them dazzlmg bright ; 

The heavens and all the wid^ spread orbs on high, 

Thou like a curtain stretched of curious dye ; 

On the devouring flood thy chambers are 

Established ; a lofty cloud's thy car ; 

Which quick thro' the ethereal road doth fly, 

On swift wing'd winds that shake the troubled sky. 



. The changing moon he clad with silver light, 
To check the black dominion of the night; 
High through the skies in silent state she rides, 
And by her rounds the fleeting time divides. 
The circling sun doth in due time decline, 
And unto shades the murmuring world resigns. 

How many are thy wondVous works, O Lord! 
They of thy wisdom many proofe afford; 
Out of thy boundless goodness thou didst fill 
With riches and delights both vale and hill* 

I'll to God's honour consecrate my lays. 
And when I cease to be, I'll cease to praise. 



The young poet was much noticed by Sir William 
Bennet, of Grubbat, whom he frequently visited; 



• Tbete blanki are occasioned by the mice haTfog eaten part of 
the MS. 
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the circumstance, I believe, is mentioned by Mur- 
doch. 

A POEtlCAL EPISTLE TO SIR WILLIAM BENNET, 

BART. OF GRUBBAT. 

My trembling muse your honour does address, 
That it's a bold attempt most humbly I confess ; 
If you'll encourage her young fagging flight, 
She'll upwards soar and mount Parnassus height. 
If little things may be with great compar'd, 
In Rome it so with the divine Virgil fared ; 
The tuneful bard Augustus did inspire. 
Made his great genius flash poetic fire ; 
But if upon my flight your honour frowns, 
The muse folds up her wings, and dying, — ^justice 
owns. 



HYMN TO GOD 8 POWER. 

Hail ! Power Divine, who by thy sole command. 

From the dark empty space. 
Made this broad sea and solid land. 

Smile with a heavenly grace. 

Made the high mountain and firm rock, 

Where bleating cattle stray ; 
And the strong stately spreading oak, 

That intercepts the day. 

The rolling planets thou mad'st move. 

By thy effective will ; 
And the revolving globes above, « 

Their destin'd course fulfil. 
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His mighty power, ye thunders, praise, 

As through the heavens you roll ; 
And his great name, ye lightnings, blaze, 

Unto the distant pole. 

Ye seas, in ydur eternal roar, 

His sacred praise proclaim ; 
While the inactive sluggish shore. 

Re-echoes to the same. 

Ye howling winds, howl out his praise. 

And make the forests bow ; 
While thro* the air, the earth, and seas. 

His solemn praise ye blow. 

O you high harmonious spheres, 

Your powerful mover sing ; 
To him your circling course that steers, 

Your tuneful praises bring. 

Ungrateful mortals, catch the sound, 

And in your numerous lays. 
To all the listening world around. 

The God of nature praise.' 



UPON THE HOOP. 

The hoop, the darling justly of the fair. 
Of ev'ry generous swain deserves the care. 
It is unmanly to desert the weak, 
'Twould urge a stone, if possible, to speak ; 
To heaB staunch hypocrites bawl out and cry, 
This hoop's a whorish. garb, fy I ladies, fy ! 
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O cruel and audacious men, to blast 

The fame of ladies more than vestals chaste : 

ShoiUd you go search the globe throughout. 

You'll find none so pious and devout; 

So modesty chaste, so handsome, and so &ir, 

As our dear Caledonian ladies are. 

When awful beauty puts on all her charms, 

Nought gives our sex such terrible alarms, 

As when the hoop and tartan both combine 

To make a virgin like a goddess shine. 

Let quakers cut their clothes unto the quick, 

And with severities themselves afflict ; 

But may the hoop adorn Edina's street, 

Till the south pole shall with the northern meet. 



It has been said that Thomson never composed a 
piece in the Scottish dialect, after the manner of 
Ramsay and Bums ; no specimen of this kind is ex- 
tant. The following piece will show that he posses- 
sed powers for this kind of writing, and sometimes 
indulged his muse in thb way. 

AN ELEGY UPON JAMBS THEBBURN, IN CHATTO. 

Now, Chatto, you're a dreary place, 
Pale sorrow broods on ilka face ; 
Therbum haB run his race, 
And now, ah me, alas ! 

The carl lays dead. 

Having his paternoster said, 

He took a dram and went to bed ; 
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He fell asleep and death was glad, 

That he had catch'd him ; 

For Therburn was e'er ill bested, 

That none did watch him. 

Fbr had the carl but been aware, 

That meagre death, who none does spare, 

T'attempt sic things should ever dare, 

As stop his pipe ; 
He might have come to flee or skare ; 

The greedy gipe. 

How he'd had but a gill or twae, 
Death wou'd nae got the victory sae 
Nor put poor Therburn o'er the brae, 
Into the grave ; 



Therburn, for ever more farewell, 
'And be thy grave both dry and deep ; 
And rest thy carcass soft and well. 
Free from .... 

no night .... 

Disturb 

Many of the pieces are pastorals, in imitation of 
Virgil. The following extract from one of them will 
show his early preference for describing the beauties 
of nature. — 

I love the cottage and the country fare, 
The various products of the teeming year. 



• Lo»t IB the M8. 
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In the clear silver brook I love to spy 
The headlong mountains and the downward sky ; 
To tend my flock upon the filing plains, 
And join the chorus of the country swains. 

Dr. Dibdin says of Thomson, I much regref that a 
sort of variorum edition has not been published. I 
once collected several of the earlier impressions, with 
a view of satisfying myself about the best readings, but 
have long since abandoned the pursuit. I learn that 
Mr. Mitford, the editor of Gray, has some thought of 
maturing a similar plan, and of giving the fruits of it 
to the public. I think a neat post octavo edition of 
his works, with embellishments, and a new biogra- 
phy, in which all the materials now scattered about 
in various quarters might be collected, would be 
acceptably received by the public. 

Thomson sold his Winter to Millar the bookseller, 
for three guineas. He gained but little more for his 
Summer, When he rose in reputation, Andrew 
Millar gave him fifty guineas for his Spring. The 
Winter lay like waste paper at the publisher's, until 
a gentleman of taste, Mr. Mitchell, promulgated its 
merits in the best circles. Andrew Millar gave him 
j^l37. \Qs. for Sophonisba, a tragedy. 

Every lover of nature will join in the beautiful 
sentiment of Theocritus. That future poets may con* 
tinue to sing of pastoral life. 

''Ayqw^ 8lpyaCo<vro nAaXirem' eu r' eofopitfjLot 

Epxi^fmou aiujrpmof hnamu^up ^hav 
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N«io) 8* IxTOVffoiyro trcri avopoy, dvixa Ttrnf 

A;^g7 ey aacpefiovea'criv apixyiot 8* 6i$ oWx' i[pa;^ai 

Anrri Siaa'Ti}<raiyTo. 

Theocritus, Idyll. XVII. 

And may they cultivate their blooming fields ; and 

may numberless 
Thousands of sheep, fattened with the herbs, 
Bleat along the plain ; and may the cows in herds 
Coming to the stable, urge the slow evening traveller ; 
And may the fallow fields be tilled for seed, when 

the cicada, 
Guarding against the shepherds who are out at 

noon-day, 
Sounds on the branches ; and may the spider extend 

within the trees 
Their thin webs, over martial arms. 
Goldsmith. Westall's Illustrations, duodecimo, 8^. 

Foraimplicity, sweetoesa, and tenderness, be has yet no rUal. 

Goldsmith's poetry enjoys a calm and steady popu- 
larity : it inspires us, indeed, with no admiration of 
daring design, or of fertile invention ; but it presents, 
within its narrow limits, a distinct and unbroken 
view of poetical delightfulness. His descriptions and 
sentiments have the pure zest of nature. He is 
refined without false delicacy, and correct without 
insipidity. 

When Ohurchill finished his Rosciad, he waited on 
an eminent bookseller with the copy, but he had 
suffered so severely by the publication of poetrj-, that 
he was determined to have nothing more to do with 



-T 
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any of the rhyming sons of Apollo, unless ij 
from sustaining any loss. This condition Churchill 
could not comply with. The bookseller, however, re- 
commended a worthy young man to him, who had 
just ventured his little fortune in the uncertain sea 
of ink, and who woold probably run the risk of pub- 
lication. Churchill waited on him, and found every 
thing to his wish. 

The poem was printed, advertised, and at the 
end of five days, ten copies were sold. Churchill 
was thunderstruck, and the bookseller was little lesB 
chagrined. At the end of four days more he called 
again, and found that six more copies were sold ; the 
poet was almost frantic, and hurried away to a 
friend to acquaint him with his hard fate. His 
friend, who was intimate with Garrick, posted to 
him the next morning, and informed him what at 
beautiful picture of his astonishing abilities had just 
appeared in the Rosciad. Garrick swallowed the 
gilded pill, instantly sent for the poem, read it, and 
sounded its praises wherever he went. 
CowPER . The Poems of William Cowper. 

Johnson, the bookseller, of St. Paul's Church-yard, 
first obtained the copyright of Cowper*s Poems, 
which proved a source of great profit to him, in the 
following manner : — A relation of Cowper*s called 
one evening, in the dusk, on Johnson, with a bundle 
of these poems, which he offered him for publication, 
provided he would publish them at his own risk, and 
allow the author to have a few copies to give to his 
friends. Johnson having on perusal approved of them, 
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to undertake the risk ef publishing. Soon after they 
appeared there was not a Review that did not load 
-them with the most scurrilous abuse, and condemn 
them to the butter shops . In consequence of the 
public mind thus terrified or misled, these charming 
^Eiiiions lay in a corner of the bookseller's shop as 
an unsaleable pile for a long time. Sometime after* 
wards the same person appeared with another bundle 
of manuscripts from the same anthor^ which were 
offered and accepted on similar terms* In this fresh 
collection was the admirable poem of the Task. 
li^^ alarmed at the fate of the former publication, 
aad thoroughly assured as he was of their great 
merit, he resolved upon publishing them. Soon 
after they had appeared the tone of the reviewers 
became changed, and Cowper was hailed as the first 
poet of his age. The success of this second publica- 
tion set the first in motion, and Johnson immediately 
reaped the fruits of his undaunted judgment. 

In 18 IS the copyright was put up to sale, among 
the members of the trade, in thirty-two shares. 
Twenty of these shares were sold at two hundred and 
twelve pounds per share, including printed copies in 
quires, to the amount of eighty-two pounds, which 
each purchaser was to take at a stipulated price ; and 
twelve shares were retained in the hands of the pro* 
prietor. The work was satisfactorily proved, at the 
sale^ to net eight hundred and thirty-four pounds 
per annum. It had only two years of copyright, and 
yet this same copyright, with printed copies, produ- 
ced, estimating the twelve shares which were re- 

o a 
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tained, at the same price as those which Were sold, 
the sum of six thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
four pounds. 

His language has such a masculine idiomatic 
strength, and his manner, whether he rises into 
grace or falls into negligence, has so much plain 
and femiliar freedom, that we read no poetry with a 
deeper conviction of its sentiments having come 
from the author^s heart; and of the enthusiasm, in 
whatever he describes, having been unfeigned and 
unexaggerated. He impresses us with the idea of a 
being whose fine spirit had been long enough in the 
mixed society of the world to be polished by its in- 
tercourse, and yet withdrawn so soon as to retain an 
unworldly degree of purity and simplicity. 

He was advanced in years before he became an 
author ; but his compositions display a tenderness of 
feeling so youthfully preserved, and even a vein of 
humour so far from being extinguished by his ascetic 
habits, that we can scarcely reg^t his not having 
written them at an earlier period of life. 
Beattie. The Minstrel and other Poems, by 
James Beattie, LL.D. S vols, foolscap octavo, 
13*. 

I Plates by Westall, octavo, Ss. 

SouTHET. The Poetical Works of Robert Southey, 
14 vols, duodecimo, 52 I5s Gcf, containing Roderic, 
—Curse of Kehama, 2 vols.— Madoc, 2 vols. — 
Thalaba, 2 vols.*— Joan of Arc, 2 vols.— Minor 
Poems, 3 vols. — Pilgrimage to Waterloo, — 
Carmen Triumphale, and Carmen Aulica, 
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' and Lay of the Laureate ; any of which may be 
had separate. 
Campbell. The Pleasures of Hope, by Thomas 
Campbell, with Westall's designs, duodecimo, 
9s. 

' The Gertrude of Wyoming, duodecimo, 

9s. 

— Theodoric and other Poems, duodecimo. 



8s. 
Wordsworth* Excursion, quarto, 2/ 2s. 

Peter Bell, octavo, 5^. 

*' Waggoner, and Sonnets, As 6rf. 

River Duddon, octavo, 12s. 

White Doe of Rylstone, quarto. 

Rogers. Poems by Samuel Rogers, duodecimo, 

12s. 
— — Pleasures of Memory, 10* 6d. 

' — Human Life, a Poem, by Samuel Rogers, 

■ Jacqueline, a Tale, 3s. 

Italy, 8* 6rf. 



Scott. The Poetical Works of Sir Walter Scott, 
Baronet, 10 vols. 6/. 

in 8 vols, duodecimo, 3/ 12s. 

10 vols. 18mo.' 31 3s. 

Dr.Dibdin says the first prodaction of his mase was the ballad 
of GlenEolas, in the Tales of Wonder, partly edited by Mr. G. 
M. Lewis. 

MooRE. Epistles, 2 vols, duodecimo, 14^. 

Odes of Anacreon, by Thomas Moore, 2 

vols. 14.9. 
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MooBE. Lalla Rookh, 145. 
— r- Irish Melodies, 9s. 

■ ■ Lioves of the Angels, 9s. 

The only complete edition of this poet^ work« ii ihtit published 
hy Galignaoi of Paris. 

CjiABBE. The Poetical Works of the Bey. G. 
Crabbe, 8 vols, foolscap octavo, 8/ 8^ . . 

■ 5 vols, octavo, S2 lis 6d* 

MiLHAN. The Fall of Jerusalem, by the Rav. H. 
H. Milman, octavo, 8s 6d. 

Samor, octavo, 10^. 

■ BelahaiEc^r, 9s, 

AiNie Boleyn, 9* fit 

M Mantyr of Antioch, 9s, 

MoNTGopcpBT. The Poetical WgAb of James 

Montgomery, 3 vols, foolscap octavo, 1/ 13$. 
Bybon. The Poetical Works of the Right Hob. 

Lord Byron, 6 vols, octavo, 313$. 
"^ Beautifully printed in duodecimo, com- 
prising the Tragedies, in 6 vols* 
BuBNs. The Works of Robert Burns, edited by 

Dr. Currie, 4 vols, octavo, 1/ 16$, 
•— — — — 18mo. 84mo. various editions. 
White. The RemainSi verse and prose, cif Hoary 

Kirke White, with his life, by UobeK Southey, 

3 vols, octavo, 1111$ 6d. 
Babbt Cobnwall. The Flood of Hessajy and 

other Poems, octavo, 10s 6d, 
"^ ■ ■ The Poetical Works of Barry 

Cornwall, 3 vols, small octavo, 12 Is. 
Lakdon OB L. E. L. The Poetical Works of Miss 



Landon, containing The Improvisatoiee, — Trou- 

badonfy'^-Golden Violet, 6 vols. 1/ lU €d. 
In this golden age of poetry it will be sufficient only 

to mention names. 
Mrs. Hemans,— Ismael Fitzadam,— Alaric Watts,^ 

^T. K. Herveyy^Barrett,-.-Carringt^n,— Por- 

diester. 
The following Poets have been beautifully printed 

by Sharpe, with WeitaU's Illustrations. 
Beattie, duodecimo. &• 
Burn's Poems, jfo. 

Songs, St. 

Cowper^s Poems, S vols* 1/ 4^ . 
Falconer's Shipwreck, Se. 
Goldsmitli, 8^. 
Gray's Poems, &. 
Milton's Paradise Lost, 15^. 

— — Regained, 2 vols. I2s. 

Thomson's Seasons, 8s. 

Young's Night Tbovgbts, 1&. 

Ellis. Specimens of the Early English Poets, by 

Ellis, 3 vols. U Is. 
Campbell. Specjonens of the English PoelB, new 

edition, in 6 vols, post octavo, 3/ 3s. 
Chalmebs. The English Poets from Chaucer to 

Cowper, in 21 volumes, octavo, including Dr. 

JolMi^n's lives, 202. 
Johnson. The EkiglMh Poets, edited by Dr. John- 

soq, 100 volumes. 
SnABP^^ The British Antfc^ogy, a selection from 

the English Poets, very tastefully got up in a 

miniature form. 
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AiKiN. The Select Works of the British Poets, 
with biographical and critical pre&ces, octavo, 
185. 

This book 11 beautifully printed In double colonins, consittlng 
of more than eight hundred pages ; the object is to comprise 
within a moderate coinpas8,*a chronological series of oar clani- 
cal poets, from Ben Jonson to Beattie, without matilation or 
abridgment; with biographical and critical notices of their 
authors. It may justly be termed a Library of Classical English 
Poetry. 

The same work is also so divided as to form a Cabi- 
net Library of British Poetry ; contained in 10 
volumes, 18mo. 21. 

The English are the only people who have any 
general collection of their poets. In forming these 
there was no principle of selection used with the Mi- 
norites and Minims of Parnassus. The adventurous 
bookseller who had the merit, and it is no light one, 
of making them, inserted in his list the names which 
were familiar to him in his trade, and, with few ex- 
ceptions, they have continued to take their place by 
prescription, in subsequent publications of the same 
kind. 

By virtue of this prescription they passed muster 
with John Bell, with Dr. Johnson and his booksel- 
lers, who formed the list according to their copy- 
rights, with Dr. Anderson, the most good-natured 
of all critical editors, whose good-nature certainly 
was not such as to atone for his want of judgment. 
But the prescription which placed them there obtains 
no longer ; and their very collections exemplify the 
effect which Pope produced; for, from his time, 
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they became, to a certain degree; select. Till then 
every one who could rhyme claimed and acquired the 
privilege of a poet, just as a culprit who could spell 
out a verse in the testament was allowed to plead 
his clergy ; it was granted now to none but those who 
could produce a fair qualification. 

Meantime a change was. going on equal in degree 
to that which the vigour of Pope had brought about. 
We were brought back by Thomson and Dyer to 
the love of natural objects. Young taught us with 
what success a true poet might appeal to the religious 
feelings of the human heart. Akenside elevated his 
readers by a high moral and philosophical strain. 
Glover set before them a plain and equal style, 
which rejecting all meretricious ornaments, with a 
severity like that of Alfieri, relied upon the strength 
and diginity of its subject for its sole support. Ma- 
son, on the contrary, who 'was more able to have 
sustained such a style, adopted a rich and gorgeous 
manner, acting upon the opinion that in a language 
in which Shakspeare, by native genius, had attained 
the highest place, an aspirant might with most reason 
hope to succeed, through an elaborate imitation of 
Attic art . Lyric poems of the most opposite kind, 
but which have become equally popular, were pro- 
duced by Gray and Collins ; those of the former 
were the highly finished compositions of a patient 
and fastidious artist ; those of the latter the effusions 
of an ardent poetical spirit. And while Percy and 
IVarton recalled the rising generation to the school 
of Spenser and the Elizabethan age, Mr. Hay ley led 
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the way to a ftftewed intercourse with tlie literature 
of those cooalrie» from wbieh the writers in that 
illnstrious age had drawn scr largely and with snc- 
eesB. 



^yflinwflt^wiii^ fcoiii tbjt 




DANTE. 

The poem of Dante k lihe an immense forest 
--veMNrable twt its antiqnity, and astoniAing 
by the growth of trees which seem to have sprang 
up at once to their gjgantic height by the force of 
nature, aid^d by some unknown art. 

The* Orlando Inamorato, and the Orlando Fii- 
rioso, amused more and ftttigued lass. The Refor- 
mation had set Europe on fire, and Dante had dared 
to condemn even Popes to Hell. In the Paradise 
St« Peter himself litters a sublime invective agahist 
the power of the church. 

Torquato Tasso being asked who was Ae greatest 
poet of Italy, answered Dante. 
Daivte. The Rev. Mr. Carey has certainly pro- 
duced the best translation of Dante, 3 volumes, 
octavo, 1/ 16f, or 3 volumes, 3Smo. ISf. 

The Divina Commedia of Dante is a visionary 
journey through the three realms of the after life 
exbtence. The invention of a vision was the 
usual vehicle for religious instruction in his age. 
Mr. Carey observes, it is the scale of magnificence 
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on which this conception was framed, and the won- 
derful developement of it in all its parts, that may 
justly entitle our poet to rank among the few minds 
to whom the power of a great creative faculty can 
be ascribed. 

Petrarch. Petrarch speaking of himself says, 
I read night and day-; it is my only consolation. 
My eyes are heavy with watching, my hand is weary 
with writing. On the table where I dine, and by 
the side of my bed I have all the materials for 
writing ; and when I awake in the dark, I write 
although I am unable to read the next morning what 
I have written. 

Abiosto. Translated by Hoole, 8 vols, octavo, 
J4*. 

— 2 vols, duodecimo, I2f. 

Tasso. The following are the translations of this 
poet : — 

Fairfax, an old favourite, recently re- 
printed, and decidedly the best 

Hoole, 2 vols, octavo* 

Rev. J. H. Hunt, 2 vols, octavo, 1/ 10s. 

By Wiffen, in the Spenser Stanza. 
The Jerusalem Delivered is considered by many 
critics, as the best poem in the most musical of lan- 
guages. Voltaire and Dryden have pronounced it 
the first Epic of modern times. 

The smoothness of Hoole*s numbers enables us to 
glide over many of his pleonasms with little annoy* 
ance. His curious misrepresentations of the merits 
of Fairfax, his predecessor, which were but too sue- 

B a 
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cessful forlmlf il cratury, are now detclcted and 
exposed. Fairfax hxA emerged from oblivion. 
Camoens. The Lusisid, translated by Mickle. 

— Poems from the Portugfuese of Luis de 

Camoens, with remarks on his life and writings, 
. by Lord'Strltngford, duodecimo, 7^. 

La Ltslade' M. le seul tfiannment univerieUeiiient connue dc la 
lltteratnre Portugaise. Sittnondi. 



I* 



2.ottngtn0 Sooft0* 



Oa DELICIiB. 



I sometimes wish for a catalogue of lounging books, 

books that one takes up in the gout, low spirits, ennui, 

or when one is waiting for company ; some novels, 

gay poetry, old whimsical authors. A catalogue 

raisonn6 of such, might be itself a good lounging 

book. I cannot read mere catalogues of books, 

they giye me no ideas. 

Horace fTaipok. 

The Apecdote Library, containing two thousand 

five hundred Anecdotes, sqtiare duodecimo, 

lOsSd. . 
Hawkivs. .Anecdotes, Biographical Sketches, and 

Memoirs, by Letitia Matilda Hawkins, S vols. 

post octavo. 

. Thii lUghly amnsiog writer hat obterred no order of march, 
but has strnof her pcarli together at they came to band, giTio; 
here an'aeeonni df her flither's neigbboitB in Twickenham, thea 
of his mnsScal frieadt, now of tbote who visited at bis table, and 
then of those who were m^t at the booses of friends : • in short 
it exhibits a specimen of perfect gotsfpiag. 
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D'IsRAELi. The Curiosities of Literattre, by J. 

D*lsraeli, Elsq. 5 vols, octavo, 81. 

« The Quarrels of Authors and Calaniities 

of Authors, by the same ingenious and philoso- 
phical writer, well deserve a place in every li- 
brary of taste. - 

Stewart. Collections and Recollections, by John 
Stewart, post octavo, 9s. 

Butler. The Reminiscences of Charles Butler, 
Esq. octavo, 9^ 6dy vol. 3, 9s 6d. 

An Essay on Irish Bulls, by Miss Edgeworth, duo- 
decimo, 5s, 

The Lucubrations of Humphrey Ravelin, Esq. 
octavo, 9s. 

The Laughing Philosopher, square duodecimo, 10s 
6d. 

Mornings at Bow Street, a selection of the most 
humourous and entertaining Bow Street Re- 
ports, twenty-one illustrations by G. Cruikshank, 
duodecimo, iOs 6d. 

Italian Tales, duodecimo, plates by the same artist, 
10s 6d. 

Points of Humour, with illustrations by G. Cruik- 
shank, octavo, 8^. 

Points of Misery, or Fables for Mankind, prose and 
verse, by the same artist, 10s. 6d. 

Colman'8 Broad Grins, duodecimo, 5s. 

Rejected Addresses, duodecimo, 5s 6d. 

Fudge Family in Paris, duodecimo, 5$ 6d. 

Twopenny Post Bag, 5s 6d. 

LuNN. Hore Jocosae, foolscap octavo, 4# 6d. 
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OiBDiN. Comic Tales, foolscap octavo, Is. 
Hood. Whims and Oddities, with illustrations, by 
T.Hood. 

■ National Tales, by the same author, with 
plates, 2 Tols. post octavo, 1/ U. 

Odes and Addresses to Great People, 5« 6d. 



Hone's Facetiae, octavo, lOs ^, boards. 
Spence's Anecdotes, by Singer, octavo, \2s. 



Many more might be mentioned here, but enough 
by many persons will be thought to have been no- 
ticed. Without giving a detail of the various modem 
forms in which Joe Miller has been dressed up, 
an amusing article could be made of a comparison 
of the ancient and modem FacetisB. 



j^Polos^. 



Johnson. A Dictionary of the Euj^lish Language, 
by Dr. Johnson, S vols, quarto, 51 5f • 

' Enlarged by the Reverend H: J. Todd, 
4 vols, quarto, 7/ 7s. 

Abridged from the edition of Todd, by 



Chalmers, octavo, ISs, 

Miniature edition, corrected by Fulton 



of Edinburgh, 18mo. 3s. 



1 . 



Dr. Johnson spent during the progress <^ the work, 
the money for which he had contracted to write hi 
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Dictionary. We have seen that the reward of his 
labour was only fifteen hundred and seventy-five 
pounds ; and when the expense of amanuenses, 
paper, and other articles are deducted, his clear pro- 
fit was very inconsiderable. * 

I once said to him, I am sorry you did not get 
more for your Dictionary. His answer was, I am 
sorry too ; but it was very well. The booksellers 
are liberal, generous minded men. He upon all oc- 
casion's did ample justice to their character, in this 
respect. He considered them as the patrons of lite- 
rature. ' BoswelTs L^e of Johnson. 

The copy was written upon quarto post, and in 
two columns each page. 

The doctor wrote, in his own hand, the words and 
their explanations, and generally two or three words 
in each column, leaving a space between each for 
the authorities, which were pasted on as they were 
collected by the different clerks or amanuenses em- 
ployed ; and in this mode the MS. was so regular, 
that the sheets of MS. which made a sheet of print 
could be very exactly ascertained. Every guinea 
parcel came after this agreement regularly tied up, 
and was put upon a shelf in the corrector's room till 
wanted. 

The MS. being then in great forwardness, the 
doctor supplied copy faster than the printers called 
for it ; and in one of the heaps of copy it happened 
that, upon giving it out to the compositors, some 
sheets of the old MS. which had been printed off* 
were found among the new MS. paid for. As the 
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MS. was then in such a ready fmd forward .^tate, it 
is but justice to the doctor's character to say, tliat he 
does not appear to be driven to, his shifts so much as 
to make use of this shabby trick to get three or four 
guineas, for it amounted to no more. It is, there- 
fore, more probable that it happened by the doctor's 
l^eping the old copy, which was always returned to 
him along with the proof, in a dborderly manner. 

But another mode of accounting for thb was, at 
that time, very current in the printing»-house. The 
doctor^ besides his old and constant assistant, Stuart, 
had several, others, some of them not of the best 
characters, and one of this class had been lately dis- 
charged, whom the doctor had been very kind to, 
notwithstanding all his loose and idle tricks ; and the 
expedient of picking up the old MS. to i^f^ise a few 
guineas, finding. the .money so readily paid on the 
MS. as he delivered it, originated with him. 

Vpon the .whole, everybody was inclined ^o acquit 
the doctor, as he had been well known to have 
rather too little thoughts about money matters ; and 
what served to complete the doctor's acquittal was, 
Stuart, immediately on the discovery, supplying the 
quantum of right copy, (for it was. ready,) which set 
every thing to rights, and that in the course of iud 
hour or two. 

Crabbe. a Technological Dictionary, by the Rev. 
George Crabbe, 8 vols, quarto, 61 5s. 

A Dictionary of English Synonyms, quarto, 

and octavo, Sl#. 



.'" 
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Crabbe. a Universal Historical Dictionary, in 
twelve parts, at 9s each- 

Hamilton. a Handbook, or short and intelligible 
Dictionary of the terms used in the Arts and 
Sciences, by W.Hamilton, Esq. small octavo vol. 

'Thomson. Etymons of English Words, by Thom- 
son, ESsq. quarto, I8s. 

Walker. A Pronouncing Dictionary of the 
English Language, by Walker, octavo, lOs 6d. 

A Rhyming Dictionary, duodecimo, 

12*. 

'•• ' Rhetorical Oramniar,- octavo,'- 7$: 

' Key to the Classical Pronunciation 



of Proper Names, octavo, 7s. 

On Elocuttoh^ octavo, 7s. 



Murray. History of the European Languages, by 
Alexander Murray, D.D. 2 vols, octavo, II 8#. 

Murray. A Grammar of the English Language, 
2 vols, octavo, by Lindley Murray, 1/ 4es. 



STUDY OF LANGUAGES. 

It is a grand point in t&e acquisition^ of languages, 
while the faciUtie^ ar6 kept iii paticfnt and'VigOrous 
exercise, not to burden them with too many dry de- 
tails, and especially not to overload and constrain 
the memory. 

Grammar, says Johnsto, is merely the ioediufn of 
learning the languages with more futility; but ike 
medium is not to be so commnted for the ultimate 
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end that more pains should be bestowed on the for- 
mer than on the latter. 

Adelong put forth at St. Petersburgh, in 1 880, a 
prospectus of a most extraordinary work in this 
department, called a Survey of all the known Lan- 
guages and their Dialects, which may be termed the 
comparative science of languages. The learned are 
BOW studying languages as we study- other parts of 
human knowledge— by collecting facts, by ascertain- 
ing what languages there are on the globe, and 
collecting vocabularies or specimens of them all. 
This Survey is intended to supply a catalogue of all 
the languages of the globe, as far as it has been pos- 
sible to ascertain them. 

This work is to be termed a Bibliotheca Glot- 
tica. 

The analysis of this work is interesting. 
1. History of the General Science of Lan- 
guages- 

# 

S. Of Language in general. 

3. General Ghrammar. 

4. Writing. 

5. Affinity of Languages. 

6. Comparative}Philology. 

7. Comparison of Various Languages. 

8. Maps of Languages. 

9. Dead Languages. 

Adelung remarks that it will hardly appear cre- 
dible to those who have not ascertained the fact by 
comparison, that my survey exhibits 
967 specimens of Asiatic languages, 
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587 Etiropean, 
876 African, and 
lySH American, 
making, consequently, in the whole, 3,064 lan^ages 
and dialects ; while the indefatigable and successful 
diligence of the authors of the Mithridates, could 
collect together only about S,0(H). 

Wilkins, Home Tooke, in his Diversions of Purley, 
S vols, quarto, and a little tract called Hermes un* 
masked, may be consulted with advantage in this 
department. 

Boswell says, I asked Dr. Johnson if he really 
thought a knowledge of the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages an essential requisite to a good education. 

Johnson. Most certainly, sir ; for' those who know 
them have a great advantage over those who do not. 
Nay, sir, it is wonderful what a difference learning 
makes upon people even in the common intercourse 
of life, which does not appear to be much connected 
with it. 

And yet, said I, people wilt go through the world 
very well, and carry on the business of life to good 
advantage, without learning. 

Johnson. Why, sir, that may be true in cases 
where learning cannot possibly be of any use. For 
instance, this boy rows as well without learning as if 
he could sing the song of Orpheus to the Argonauts, 
who were the first sailors. He then called to the 
boy. — ^'What would you give, my lad, to know 
about the Argonauts ?" — ^' Sir," said the boy, " I 
would give what I have." Johnson was much 



314 ENCTCLOPiEDIAS. 

pleased with his answer, and we gave him a double 
fare. Then turning to me, Sir, (said he), a desire of 
knowledge is the natural feeling of mankind ; and 
every human being, whose mind is not debauched, 
will be willing to give all that he has to get know- 
ledge* 
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Encyclopaedia Britannica, 20 volumes, quarto. A 

copy in calf binding may be obtained for j£9o. 
Supplement to the fourth, fifth, and sixth editions, 

in 6 vols, quarto, edited by M. Napier, with en- 

gravings, 15/. boards. 
The Cyclopaedia of Dr. Rees, in 85 parts, may now 

be obtainied at 8^ 6^ each part. 
The Encyclopaedia Metropolitana, price 1/ Is each 

part. 
The Edinburgh Encyclopaedia, conducted by Dr. 

Brewster, publishing in parts at 1/ I5 eacht This 

has now reached to the 34th part. 
The London Encyclopaedia, now publishing in parts 

at Ss each, or I65 a volume. 

For cheapness and general eiceUence of getting op, this cer- 
tainly riTals all others. 

Encyclopaedia of Antiquities, and Elements of Ar- 
cheology, Classical and Mediaeval, by the Rev. T. 
D. Fosbroke, M.A. 

The Pantologia, edited by Dr. Grood and others, in 
octavo, coloured plates. 

The British Encyclopaedia, by Nicholson, in six 
volumes octavo, 21 ISs 6d. 
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ITopgefii anil tf^xRWa, 

INCLUDING HISTORIES OF COUNTRIES. 



EUROPE.— North. 

The Voyages of Captains Ross and Parry, in quarto, 
are replete with interesting information* A 
beautiful edition is printing of these voyages, in 
five pocket volumes. 

Lyon. Private Journal, by Capt. E. F. Lyon, 8vo. 
plates, 165. 

Brief Narrative of an iinfinccessfnl Attempt 

to reach R^pnlne Bay, 9s 6dn 

Barrow. The History of Voyages to the North 
Pole, by John Barrow, Esq. 8vo. 12*. 

Franklin. Narrative of a Journey from the shores 
of Hudson's Bay to the mouth of the Copper- 
mine River, &c. by Capt. Franklin, 4to. plates 
and maps, 4/4*, 2 volumes, octavo, 1/ 10*. 

ScoRESBY. Journal of a Voyage to the Northern 
Whale Fishery in 1822, by Captain Scoresby, 12*. 

Mackenzie. Travels in Iceland, by Sir E. Mac- 
kenzie. 

Henderson. Travels in Iceland, by Dr. Henderson. 

Brooke. A Winter's Journey through Lapland, 
by Arthur de Capell Brooke, Esq. 4 to. many 
plates, 3/ 3s. 

Tooke. Russia, or an Account of its Ancient 
Tribes, by William Tooke, 4 vols. 8vo. l/4s. 
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The History of Russia, by the sftine author, 863 to 

1762, 2 vols. 8vo. II it. 
Life of Catheme tl|6 Second, 3. vols. Svo, 1/ 4f . 
Yiew of the Russian Empire, 3 vols. 8vo. 1/ lOs. 

Dr. Dibdin obserres^ These works are in a constant lUte of 
republication, and are deserring aU the high reputation which 
they have acquired. 

Henderson. Biblical Researches and Travels in 
Russia, by Dr. Henderson, 8vo. l6s. 

The Travels of Dr. Clarke and Dr. Lyall need 
hardly be mentioned. 

Mallet. Northern Antiquities, by Mallet, 3 vols. 
8vo. I2sy translated by Dr. Percy. 

Mallet is the great modern historian of Denmark. 

Wraxall. Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, 

Dresden, Warsaw, and Yieana, by Sir Nathaniel 

Wraxall, 2 vols. 8vo. 18s. 
Nash. Views in Paris and its Environa, with 60 

engravings, 2 vols, royal quarto, 8/ 8s. 
Stothard. Letters written during a Tour through 

Normandy, Brittany , and other parts of France, 

with drawings, by Mr. C. Stothard, 4to. 9ilS$6d. 
Starkb. Information and Direction for Travellers 

on the Continent, by Mariana Starke, 1 vol. post 

octavo, fifth edition, 155. 

An excellent book for continental traTellers. 



EUROPE.— Souths 

The Italian historians have proved themselves an 
extraordinaiy race; for they devoted their days to 
the composition of hiatorieal works, which they were 



yOYAGES AND TRAVBLd* 317 

certain could not see the light .during their lives. 
They nobly determined that their works should be 
posthumous, rather than be compelled to mutilate 
them for the press. These historians were rather the 
saints than the martyrs of history. They did not al- 
ways personaUy suffer for truth, but during their 
protracted labour they sustained their spirit by anti- 
cipating their after state. They represent man in his 
darkest colours; their drama is terrific; thd actors 
are monsters of perfidy, of inhumanity^ and inventors 
of crimes which seem to want a name^ Tbey were 
all princes of darknen; and tint age 8l«tndl to 
afford a triumph to Manicheism. Th^ Worst passio&s 
were called in by all parties. They have formed a 
perpetual satire on the contemptible diiiulalion arid 
dissimulation of that system of politi<58 which has de- 
rived a name from one of themselves^-^MachiaveL 

D^Jsraeli, 

Among thei» D^IsraeH inentioas Guicciardini, 
Adriani, Nardi, Bernardo Segni, Philip Nerli> Be- 
nedetto Yarchi, Giailitdne. f. 

Muratori, as an annalist, {itands in the first place. 
His Scriptores Rerum Italicarum is a monument of 
literary labour. This pioneer of literature, as Dr. 
Johnson would have termed him, lived to publish 46 
folio volumes, 34 quartos^ and 13 octavos. Gib- 
bon says the name of Muratori will be for ever 
connected with the literature of his country. Above 
sixty years of his peaceable life were consumed in 
the exercises of study and devotion. There is an 
edition of his worka printed a^ Venice, 1790^1810, in 
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48 octavo volumes, of which the Annali d'ltalia 
occupy 33 vols, including 6 volumes which bring 
down the work to 1805. 



ITALY. 

Hakewell and Turner. A Picturesque Tour of 
Italy, from the Drawings of James Hakewell and 
J. M. W. Turner, in quarto, with 63 engravings. 

A beaodfal work, ably ezecotcd. 

The elegant works of Captain Batty deserve the 

highest praise and encouragement. 
Matthews* The Diary of an Invalid, 2 vols, post 

octavo. 15ir. 
Eustace. A Classical Tour of Italy, by the Rev. J. 

C. Eustace, 4 vols. 8vo. 31. 
FoRSTTH. Remarks on Italy, by J. Forsyth, Svols. 

post 8vo. 155. 
Rome in the Nineteenth Century, 3 vols, post octavo, 

1/75. 

It is amusing to notice Dr. Dibdin's advice in his 
Library Companion, on the history of Portugal. He 
recommends his young man to procure with all ima« 
ginable earnestness, anxiety and delight, and with a 
fearless disregard of its expense, the ^< BibUotheca 
IjusiUmay Historica, Critica, e Chronologica,'* of 
Barbosa Machado, Lisbon, 1741, 1759, a work be- 
yond all competition, and beyond all praise, and of 
the most extensive difficulty of acquisition; and in a 
note he adds this consoling information.— The work 
in question is in vain looked for among the displays 
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of auction rooms, and in the repertories of book- 
sellers, for which Mr. Bohn rummaged Bavaria, and 
Mr. John Payne — Italy, to no purpose. 
Murphy. The Antiquities of the Arabs in Spain, 
containing 100 engravings, chiefly by Landseer 
and Fittler, illustrative of the most remarkable 
remains of architecture, sculpture, painting, mo- 
saics, &c. of the Arabians in the Peninsula, by 
James Cavanagh Murphy, 18/ 18^. 
There is an historical introduction to this work, 
which is a history of the Mahometan empire in 
Spain, quarto, 1/ I6s. 
Battt. Campaign of the Left Wing of the Allied 
Army in .the Western Pyrenees and South of 
France, by Capt. Batty, 4to. 9i. 

This is an interesting book. The views are weU choteo. 

Views in Spain, by Edward Hawke Locker, Esq. 
drawn on stone by Messrs. Westall, Harding, and 
Hullmandel. 

These are delightful speclmeu of the lithographic art, and, as 
coooected with great military events, are worthy of purchase. 



SPAIN. 

Bouterwek in his History of Spanish and Portu- 
guese Literature, observes — 

One may become acquainted with the old Spanish 
chronicles with morie facility than formerly; for 
during the last thirty years the greater part of them 
have been reprinted. A folio edition of the copious 
chronicle of Perez de Guzman, was printed at Va- 
lencia, in theyearl779 with an elegance which proves 
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tbe patriotic seal of the editors. The chronicle of 
Ayala was printed at Madrid in the same year. Lip 
terature is indebted for this reviTal of the fathers of 
Spanish hbtory, to the efforts of the Historical 
Academy of Madrid. 

Coleccion de Cronicas pnblicada par Don Euge* 
nio de Llo^ono Amirola, A impresa en Madrid 
por Saneha, 1779-89, 6 volumes, qnarto, 162 }5s. 
Mariana is justly designated the father of Spanish 
history. After the example of Cardinal Bembo^ he 
wrote his history first in Latin, and afterwards trans- 
lated it into Spanish. Of the Latin edition, a very 
elegant folio was published in 173S; 
TowNSEKo. Travels in Spain, octavo. 
Llobentb. For a History of the Inquisition in 
Spain, the excellent work of Llorente must be 
consulted. 
An Abridgment has been published in octavo, 15^. 
SouTHEY. The History of the Peninsular War, 2 
vols, quarto, &/ 5^, to be completed in three vo- 
lumes. 

This excellent book will necessarily farnish hints and lea4 to 
the collection of materials froa which the more recent History 
of Spain cannot fail to be rendered of the greatest interest to 
posterity. 

Recollections of the Peninsula, by the author of 

Sketches in India, octavo^ 8#. 
The Subaltern describes many of these scenes in an 

admirable manner, duodecimo^ 7t. 
Baillie. Sketches of the Manners and Customs of 

Portugal, during a residence in Lisbon, in 1881- 
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2^Sj by Marianne Baillie, platee, 9 vole, duode- 
cimo, 14«. 

Sketches of Portuguese Characters and Manners, 
octaYo, plates, 15^. 

Smyxh. ^Memoirs ^escriptiYe of Sicily and its 
Islands, by Captain W. H. Smyth, R. N. quarto. 



GREECE, 



DonwELL. TraYels in Greece,' S volumes, quarto, 

10/ 10^. 
Gell* Tour in the Morea, by Sir William Gell, 

octaYO, lbs. 
Stanhope. Greece in 18SS, by the Hon. Colonel 

Stanhope, octaYO. 

A number of interesting works have recently ap« 
peared on this ill-fated country, with which the pub- 
lic are well acquainted. 



ASIA. 

Murray. An Historical Account of Discoveries 
and Travels in Asia, from the earliest ag^ to the 
pr^ent time, by Hugh Murray, Esq. F. R. S. S 
vols, octavo, 1820. 

Dr. Dibdin recommeods thu work, and another on Africa by 
the same aoUior, to be placed in every library. They are reaf on- 
able in price, accompanied by nsefol maps, and the text Is a fund 
of amufement and instruction. 

BoB£BT80N. A Disquisitiou . conceming Aucieut 
lodia^ by William Robertson, octavo, 6s. 

T T 



322 VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 

r 

Maurice. Indian Antiquities, by the Rev. Thomas 
Maurice, in 7 vols. 21 I2s 6d, octavo. 

The Ancient and Modem History of 

Hindostan, quarto. 

Malcolm. The Political History of India, by Sir 

John Malcolm, 2 vols, octavo, 1/ 128. 
• History of Persia, 2 vols, royal quarto, 

Memoir of Central India, 2 vols, octavo. 

Sketch of the Sikhs, octavo, 8^. 



The works of Sir John Malcolm place him among the priacipal 
statistical writers upon the East; they are prodactions of de- 
cided and general utility. 

Mill. The History of British India, by James 
Mill, Esq. 6 vols, octavo, 3/ 12;. 

This is an admirable work. 

WiLKS. Historical Sketches of the South of India, 
by Colonel Mark Wilks, 3 vols, quarto, 6^ 6». 

Du Bois. Observations on the Manners, Customs, 
&c. of India, by the Abb6 Du Bois, quarto, SfSr. 

. Letters on Christianity in India, oc- 
tavo, 7s. 

Buchanan. On an Ecclesiastical Establishment 
for India, by Dr. Claudius Buchanan, &. 

Ecclesiastical Researches, octavo, 10s. 

Apology for Christianity in India, 6s. 

Keppell. Personal Narrative of a Journey from 

India to England by Bussorah, the Ruins of Ba- 
bylon, &c. 2 vols, octavo, plates, 1/ 4^. 
Walpole. Memoir on European, Asiatic and 
European Turkey, from the manuscript journals 



yOTAOES AND' TRAVELS. 323 

of Modern Travellers, plates, quarto, by the Rev. 

Robert Walpole, 3/3*. 
Walpole. Travels in Various Countries of the 

East, being a continuation of the preceding, 

quarto, 31 3g, 
Buckingham. Travels in Palestine, by James 

Buckingham, 3 vols, octavo, H 11* 6d. 
■ Travels among the Arab Tribes, 

quarto, 21 I2s 6d. 

Travels in Mesopotamia and Visit 



to the Ruins of Babylon, quarto, plates, 3/3*. 

Wilson. Travels in the Holy Land, by William 
Rae Wilson, octavo, J 8*. 

Sketches of India, by the author of Recollections of 
the Peninsula, 10* 6d. 

Asiatic Researches, or Transactions of the Society 
instituted in Bengal, for inquiring into the His- 
tory, Antiquities, &c. of Asia, by Sir William 
Jones and others, plates, 11 vols, octavo, 7/. 

These Tolomet are foU of the most coiiovs and valuable .intelli- 
gence in every possible form relating to Asia. 

Marco Polo. The Travels of Marco Polo, a Ve- 
netian, in the 13th century, from the Italian, 
with notes byW.Marsden, map, quarto, 2i I2t6d. 

Mr. Marsden*8 book should be in every professed collection 
of Voyages and Travels. 

Jones. The Works of Sir William Jones throw 
much light upon the History and^ Antiquities of 
the' East; they are in 13 octavo vols. 6/. 

Hamilton. The Grazetteer of India, by Hamilton. 

— Geographical Description of Hindos« 

tan, in 3 quarto vols. 18S0. 

These are works of the most obviont ntility and merit. 
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FbjL^er. Narrative of a Journey acroMthe Hi- 
malaya Mountains, by James BaiHie Frazer, 
quarto. 

TuBKEB. An Account of the Embassy to the Court 
ofTeshoo Lama, with views by Lieotetaant Aavis, 
by Samuel Turner, Esq. 

This performance is one of the most perfect of those whkh re- 
late to the northern parts of India. 

Stmes. An Account of the Embassy to Ava, by 

Major Symes, 3 vols, octavo. 
Snodorass. An Account of the Burmese War^ by 

Major Snodgrass, octavo, ]5«. 
KiBKPATRiCK. A Mission to Nepaul, by Colonel 

Kirkpatrick, quarto, ^ 2f . 

Thu elegant volame is elaborately rcriewed in the &th Tolnaie 
of the Quarterly. 

Elphinston^. An Aecoant of the Kingdote of 
Canbul and its Dependencies in Persia, Tartary, 
and China, by the Hon. Mountsiuart Elphittsfone^ 
plates, quarto, Si 13f 6d: 

Two eiceedingly int^retfffng reviews of this work, appeared in 
iht Edinburgh ant! QUartMy of the same year. 

MoBiER. First tad Second Journey through Per- 
sia to Consttatinople, with an account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Embassy under l^ir Gore Ousely, 
by James Morier, Esq. maps and coloured plates, 
quarto, Si iOs each volume. 

OusELET. Travels in Various Countries of the 
East, particularly in Persia, 1 8 Id, quarto, 7/ 7#, 
by Sir William Ouseley. 

Porter. Tnivels in Georgia, Persia, Armenia, 
Ancient Babylonia, &c. with maps and plates. 
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by Sir Robert Ker Porter,. S \oU, quarto, 
91 9s. 

Tbeie ▼olamei form a valnable addition to otir itock of know- 
ledge of the countries described. 

Rbnnell. Memoir of a Mi^ of Hindostan, by Ma- 
jor Rennell, quarto. 

Memoir of the Peoinsula of India, 

quarto, 7f . 

The iocomparable maps of M^or RenneH are highly meritori- 
ons on the score of scrapoloas aeeuraicy. 

KiNKEiR. A Geographical Memoir of the Persian 
Empire, quarto, 21 2s. 

— — — Journey through Asia Bfinor, &c. f6*, 
1818. 

BuRCKHARDT. Travels in Syria and Mount Sinai, 
by John LewiB Burckhardt, quarto, SI 2s. 

Barrow. An Account of Lord Macartney's Em- 
bassy to China, by John Barrow, Esq. S vols, 
quarto. 

Travels in China, plates, quarto, 21 lOs, 

■ ^ Cochin China, plates, quarto, 

SllSsGd. 

Staunton. An Account of the Embassy of Lord 
Macartney to the Emperor of China, by Sir 
George Staunton, 3 vols.octavo, U4i, or in quarto, 
with atlas of plates, 61 6s. 

Hall. An Account of a Voyage of Discovery to 
the West Coast of Coreaand the great Loo Choo 
Island, with coloured plates, by Captain Basil 
Hall, quarto, 2/ 2#, 1 vol. post octavo, 7s. 

Macleod. Voyage of the Alceste to China, octavo, 
12s. 
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«£lli8. An Account of the Embassy to China, un- 
der Lord Amherst, by Henry Ellis, Esq. 2 vols, 
octavo, 1/ 1^. 

Davy. Travels in the Interior of Ceylon, quarto, 
plates, 3/ 13* 6rf, by Dr- T. Davy. 

CoRDiNER. An Account of Ceylon, quarto, plates, 
by Cordiner, 31 I3s 6d. 

Raffles. The History of Java, by Sir Stamford 
Raffles, 2 vols, quarto. 

Forbes. Oriental Memoirs, by J. Forbes, Esq. 4 
vols, quarto, 14/ 14^. ^ 

Ward. A View of the History, Literature, and 
Religion of the Hindoos, by the late Rev. W. 
Ward, 3 vols, octavo, 1/ 1&. 

St E LEY. The Wonders of Elora, or Narrative of 
a Journey to the Temples and Dwellings exca- 
vated out of a Mountain of Granite at Elora, by 
J. Seeley, octavo, plates, 16^. 



AFRICA. 

Murray. An Historical Account of Discoveries 
and Travels in Africa, from the earliest ages to 
the present time, by Hugh Murray, Esq. S vols, 
octavo, 1818. 

Belzoni. Researches in Egypt and Nubia, by G. 
Belzoni, quarto, 21 2s. 

An Atlas of Plates, folio, 6/ &. 

BuRCKHARDT. Travels in Nubia and the Interior 
of North Eastern Africa, by John Lewis Burck- 
hardt, quarto, 21 2s. 

The siiteeoth and seventeeDth Tolames of the Quarterly Re- 
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vietr, coDtain an interMtin|^ accoant of this onfortainte. trayel- 
ler. 

Bruce. Travels to DiscoTer the Source of the 
Nile, in the year 1768 to 1773, by James Bruce, 
7 vols, octavo, and atlas, quarto, 6/ 6s. 

Lyon. Travels in Northern Africa, by Captain G. 
F. Lyon, quarto, coloured plates, 2/ S«, 

Ali Bey. Travels in Morocco and Tripoli, by Ali 
Bey, 2 vols, plates, 2/ 2s. 

Legh. Travels in Egypt above the Cataracts of the 
Nile, plates, 12^. 

Waddington. Journal of a Visit. to Ethiopia, by 
George Waddington, Esq. and the Rev. B. Han- 
bury, 4to. 1823, 2/ 2s. 

Salt* Voyages to Abyssinia, by Henry Salt, Esq. 
4to. plates, 5/5'.- 

Of recent authors few stand mo.re deservedly high than Mr. 
Salt. The share his researches bear in the travels of Lord Va- 
lentin and Mr. Belzoni, and particularly his own volnmes, rank 
him high in this class. 

Shaw. Travels through Barbary, by G. Shaw, 
Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. 18s. 

Jackson. An Account of the Empire of Morocco, 
by J. G. Jackson, Esq. quarto and octavo, I0s6d. 

Park. Travels in the Interior of Africa, in the 
years 1795, 1796, and 1797, and during a subse- 
quent mission in 1805, 2 vols, quarto, 1823, SI 
ISsdd. 

This edition contains Major RennelFs valuable Me- 
moirs on the Geography of Africa, a portrait of 
the author, and maps and plates. 

Dr. Dibdin mentions here the Narrative of James , 
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Riley, wrecked, on ibe Western Coatt of Africa, 

and the Sufferings of his Crew. 
Tucket. Narrative of an Attempt to explore tlie 

Birer Zaire, usually caUed the Congo, by Cap- 
tain Tuckey, R.N. quarto, 21 2t. 
BowDicH. An Account of a Mission from- Cape 

Coast Castle to the Kingdom of Ashantee in 

Africa, by T. Bowdich, Esq. coloured platea, 

3139. 
Dupuis. Journal of a Residence in Ashantee, 

quarto, plates, 21 ISf 6d. 
BuRCHELL. Travels in the Interior of Afirica, by 

W. J. Burchell, Esq. with 116 engravings, 8 

vols, quarto, 9/ 9s. 

Thb book coDtBiin a iMrcextevife and inporteiit accopst of 
the interior of Soatb Africa than any yet pabliibed. They were 
undertaken with the intention of exploring the anknown cmw- 
tries lying between the Cape of Good Hope and the Portagocie 
tettleaients on the western coast. They were contbiaed daring 
Stc years oyer 4,500 miles, in regions nerer yet trodden by Baro- 
pean foot. 

Barrow. Travels in Afnca, by W. Barrow, Esq. 
2 vols. 4to. 31 3s. 

Percival. An Account of the Cape of Grood Hope, 
by Percival, 4to. 14#. 

Dbnham and Clapperton. Researches and Dis- 
coveries in Africa, by Major Denham and Captain 
Clapperton, quarto, plates, 4IUs6dy2 vols, oc* 
tavo, 1/ 16f. 



AMERICA.— North. 

American Atlas, or a Guide to the History of North 
and South America and the West Indies, pub- 
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lisked at Philadelpkia by Messrs. Cary and 
Lea. 

Dr. Dibdio says t}iis adn^ir^ble pablicatipp will gi^ea coni||le^ 
notion of the extent, variety, ana characteristic featnrei of this 
stopendQUf CQil9try. It if a small atks folio of IS charts f each 
chart 18 accompanied by a marginal \fi'3f.U cfmUiaiiif • summary 
accoQot of the 8it|^lti]9n9 ^^9fitf ^il» climate, monntfUiis, rivfffs 
chief towns, comiperce, edncatioi^ and jroTemmenti wi^lf ^d his- 
torical sketch of every portion of North and South America 
there delinfated. 

Morse. American Geography, by Morse, octavo, 
12f. 

Warden. A Statistical, Political, an4 tIisM>rical 
Account pf the United States of North America, 
3 vols, octavo, 1^ 1&. 

James. An Account of an Expedition frpip Pitts- 
burgh to the Rocky Mountains, by Edwin James, 
in 1819-90, 3 vols, octavo. 1/ L6#. 



WEST IITDIES. 

Edwards. The History, Civil and Commercial, of 
the British West Indies, including that of Saint 
Domingo, in five volumes, octavo^ maps and 
plates, 3/. 

Six Months in the West Indies, duodecimo, &• 

Tour in Jamaica, octavo, plates. Vis. 

Stewart's View of the Island of Jamaica, octavo, 
10*. 



SOUTH AMERICA. 

SouTHEY. The History of Brazil, by Robert Sou- 
they, Esq. 3 vols, quarto, 7/ 15*. 

This excellent work comprises the rise and progress of all the 

u u 
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European Colonies, from the Andes toibe Atlantic, aad firofli the 
Plata io the river of the Amazons. His performance will mb- 
doubtedly command the attention and applause of posterity. 

Ulloa. Travels in South America, by Antonio de 
Ulloa, translated in 1758, in 2 Yols. octaYO. 

An intrrestiog book. 

Spix and Martius. Travels in Brazil, in 1817-18- 
19-20, undertaken by command of His Majesty, 
the King of Bavaria, 4 vols, octavo, by Dr. Von 
Spix and Dr. Charles Von Martius, 2i 8#. 

The whole of ipe coontry from the 24tb degree of sovth lati- 
tude to Para under the equator, and thence to the frontiefs of 
Peru, is described. 

ScHMiDTMETER. Travcls in Chili, by Schmidt- 

meyer, plates, quarto, 21 2f • 
Waterton. Wanderings in South America, by 

Charles Waterton, Esq. quarto, plates, 1/ 11# 6d. 
Graham. Journal of a Voyage to Brazil, in 1881, 

1822, 1823, by Maria Graham, 1 vol. 2/ 2». 
— — Journal of a Residence in Chili, in 1822- 

1823, by Maria Graham, quarto, 2/ 12# &/• 
Humboldt. The Personal Narrative of M. de 

Humboldt's Travels to the Equinoctial Regions 
of the New Continent, in five octavo volumes, 
4/ 1#, translated by Helen Maria Williams. 

Four more Tolumes are in course in publication, to complete 
this work. 

— Researches on the Institutions and Mo- 
numents of the ancient Inhabitants of America, 
2 vols, octavo, plates. 

'- — Political Essay on the Kingdom of New 

Spain, 4 vols, octavo, 3ll3s6dy boards. 

Geognostical Ess^on the superposi- 
tion of Rocks in both Hemispheres, octavo, 14 . 

To contemplate these productions as the work of one man. 
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and of bff coacyntor, might in after agft stagger belief, if the 
fact were not establiihed beyood doubt. And yet Monsieur 
Hnmboldt is in the vigour of life, meditating, it is said, a jnmp 
over the rival mountains of the Himmalaya, ranged in the Baitem 
world. Able criticisms of these stnpendoos works have appeared 
in the Edinburgh and Quarterly Reviews. 

MiERs. Travels in Chili and La Plata, 2 vols. 

octavo, plates, 21 Sf. 
Head. Rough Notes of some rapid Journeys across 

the Pampas, by Captain Head, post octavo, 9i 6d» 



S[n <0eneral Collection^. 

Swift says, writers of travels, like dictionary ma- 
kers, are sunk into oblivion, by the weight and bulk 
of those who come last, and therefore lie uppermost. 



PiNRERTON. A Collection of the best and most in- 
teresting Voyages and Travels in all parts of the 
World, numerous plates, in 17 quarto volumes, 
ISllSs. 

Kerr. A general Collection of Voyages and Tra- 
vels, in 18 volumes, octavo, 1811-22. 

BuRNEY. A Collection of Voyages and Discoveries 
in the Pacific, by Admiral Burney, 5 volumes, 
quarto, 9/. 

His book displays a rare union of nautical and literary re- 
search; and the liberal spirit which it breathes is alike honor- 
able to his profession and his country. Dibdin, 

Modern Traveller, published in monthly parts a^ 

2s 6d each. 
Clarke. Travels in various parts of Europe, Asia, 

and Africa, by Dr. Edward Daniel Clarke^ 12 

vols, octavo, with plates. 
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S>SjercotiectejB( of l^ati^iatorjBS. 

Th^ Europeans have scarcely visited any coast 
but to gratify avarice and extend corruption ; to ar- 
rogate dominion without right, and practise cmelfy 
without incentive. Much knowledge has been ac- 
quired, and much cruelty been committed; the belief 
of religion has been very little propagated, akid its 
laws have been outrageously and enormously vio- 
lated; but there is reason to hope that out of so 
much evil good may sometmies Be produced, and that 
the light of the gospel will at last illaminate the 
Mnds of Aftica and the deserts df America, though 
its progress cannot but be sloVr when it is so touch 
obstructed by the lives of Christians. 

Dr» Johnson. 



Cook. Three Voyages round the World, by Capt. 

James Cook, 7 volumes octavo, with maps and 

plates, SI 13f 6d. 
Vaucouveb. a Voyage round the World, plates, 

6 vols, octavo, performed between 1790-1795, 

KmusBNTBBN. Voyage round the World, quarto, 
1/ lOf . 

BoiTGAiNViLLE. Voyage round th6 World. 

KoTZEBUE. Voyage of Discovery, 3 vols, octavo, 

1/lOt. 
Abaoo. Voyage round the World, published in 

quarto, with plates. 



VOTAGBS AHD TRAVELS. 333 

Historical Sketch of the Progress 0^ Discovery^ Na- 
vigation, and Commerce, from the earliest re- 
cords to the beginning of the nineteenth cehtUry, 
by William Stevensoti, £2bc|. in bne large volume 
octavo, price 14^. 

This Hbtoiical Sketch bai beea drawn op with referrac^ to, 
and in order to form the 18th and conclnding yolnme of Kerr's 
Voyages and Travels. Bot though drawn up with this object, it 
is strictly and entirely an independent and separate work. At 
the conclusion of the Tolame b gi?en a select catalogne of Voy- 
ages and TraTels, which, it is hoped, will be fonnd generally nse- 
fal, not only io directing reading and inqairy, bot also in the 
formation of a library. 



aiM^t^uitttii. 



ELEMENTARY AND HIGHER MATHEWATICS. 



1. ELEMENTARY. 

On entering this department nd worii can be con- 
sulted ivith greater advantage than the Outlines 
of Philosophical Education, by Professor Jardine, 
of Glasgow, in post octavo^ \0s 6d. 

Euclid. The Elements of Euclid, by Simpson, 
octavo, 9s. 

Elements of Geometry, from the Greek of 

Euclid, octavo, Ss. 

BoNKTCA^tLE. The Elements of Geometry, by 
BonnycalMe, 'octavo, lOs 6d. 

nijTTOii. A Ti'eatise on Mensuration, octavo, \8s. 

Barrow. Geometrical Liectures by Sto6e. 
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Legendre. The Elements of Geometry, and of 
Spherical Trigonometry, edited by Dr. Brewster, 
octavo, \0s 6d. 

ViNCE. On Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, 
and on the nature and use of Logarithms. 

WooDHousE. Treatise on Plane and Spherical Tri- 
gonometry, octavo, 95 6d, 

Bridge. Plane Trigonometry, octavo, 45. 

Conic Sections, by the same author, 55. 

HuTTox. A Mathematical and Philosophical Dic- 
tionary, by Dr. Hutton, 2 vols, quarto, 61 6s. 

A Course of Mathematics, 3 vols, octavo, 

lins6d. 

Tracts on Mathematical and Philosophi- 



cal Subjects, plates, 3 volumes octavo, II lis 6d. 
' Recreations in Mathematics and Natural 



Philosophy, one hundred plates, 4 vols. 31 3s. 



ALGEBRA. 

EuLER. Algebra, by Euler, with notes by Ber- 

nouille, 2 vols, octavo. 
Bridge. Lectures on Algebra, octavo, 7s. 
Taylor. Elements of Algebra, compiled from the 

French of Gramier, octavo. 



HIGHER MATHEMATICS. 

Emerson. The Doctrine of Fluxions, octavo, 8s. 

Creswell. Treatise on the Geometrical and Alge- 
braical Investigation of Maxima and Minima, oc- 
tavo, 185. 
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Creswell. On Geometry, with the Elements of 

Solid Geometry, octavo, 145. 
HuTTON. Tables of Logarithms, octavo. 
Taylor. Tables of Logarithms, octavo. 

In Geometry Dr. Johnson (in his admirable pre- 
face to Dodsley's Modern Preceptor, which contains 
many excellent hints on education,) recommends the 
perusal of Tacquet, afterwards Euclid, Keil, and Sir 
Isaac Newton. 



This d^artment comprehends,—* 

1. MATHEMATICAL PHT8ICS. 

S. APPLICATIOK OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES TO THE 
ARTS. 

3. EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS. 

4. CHEMISTRY. 

5. GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY. 

6. BOTANY AND Vl^GETABLE PHYSIOLOGY. 

7. ZOOLOGY AND COMPARATIVE ANATOMY. 

Dr. Johnson justly observes our inquiry ought to 
be, not what degrees of knowledge are desirable, 
but what are in most situations of life indispensably 
required ; and the choice should be determined, not 
by the splendour of any part of literature, but by the 
extent of its use, and the inconvenience which its. 
neglect is likely to produce. 



DupiN. Mathematics practically applied to the 
Useful and Fine Arts, by Baron Charles Dupin, 
adapted to the present state of the arts by Dr. 
Birkbeck, in 1 octavo volume. 
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This crr^ioly fonpf tl|e moft fmlnable an^ complete caiirse of 
mathemadcsy applied to t|ie arts, yet giTei} to the pi|bli£. 

HuTTON. Mechanics^ by Dr, ^uttpp, octavo. 

Wood. The Principles of Mech^pics, by James 
Wood, 5s. 

■ The Elements of Optics, octavp, 6*. 

Ferguson. Lectures on Mechanics, Hydrostatics, 
Optics, &c. enlarged by Dr. Brew^t.er, S vols, 
octavo, II 5s. 

Gregory. Treatise of Mechanics, Theoretical, 
Practical, and Descriptive, by Dr. Olinthus Gre- 
gory, many plates, 8 vok. octavo, 8/ 2s. 

Tredgold. The Steam Engine, comprising an ac* 
count of its invention and progressive improve- 
ment, by Thomas Tredgold, quarto, 1/ ISf, 
plates. 

There is also the excellent work of Mr. Partington, 
in octavo, and likewise that of Mr, Farey, in 
quarto, with numerous engrayings. 

MiLLiNGTON. An Epitome of M^^han^ca^ Pl|iloap- 
phy, by J. Millington, ProGsssor of Mefchanies, 
fourteen plates, 14^. 

Whewell. An Elementary Treatise on Mechanics, 
designed for the use of students in the University, 
by W. WheweU, octavo, 15s. 

NicuoLsoN. The Operative Mechanic and British 
Machinist, by John Nicholson, plates, octavo, 
1/10*. 

Smith. A Complete System of Optics, 8 Tolmnes, 
quarto. 

Kipling. An Abridgement of Dr. Smithes Ojptics, 
printed for the use of the Cambridge Students 
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^llttc^fiomp^ 



Gregory. Lessons Astronomical and Philosophi- 
cal, for the amusement iand infraction of British 
youth ; being an attempt to explain and account 
for the most usual appearances in nature, in a 
familiar manner, from established principles ; the 
whole intercepted with moral reflections, by 
Olinthus Gregory, LL.D. 2 vols, duodecimo, «14#, 
first edition, 1796, sixth edition, 1825. 

An excdient little book, worthy of all. tho popnUrity tt htt 
acquired. It is the first pablication, I belioTe^ of ita noir well 
known and highly esteemed author* 

Ferguson. Astronomy explained, upon Sir Isaac 
Newton's principles, by James Ferguson, with 
notes and supplementary chapters by David 
Brewster, LL.D. 2 vols, octavo, 1/ 4#. 

The first edition of the original work was published in 1766, in 
qvarto. It has often been reprinted tince in Aetavo« with snecet- 
sive improfenieats, and has idl along maintained a liifli ictpatn- 
tion as an ezceUent popular introducUon to the noble science of 
which it treats. Dr. Brewster*s improyed edition first appeared 
In 1811 » and has siAcebeen reprinted. It contains, besides many 
▼alnable notes, twelve supplementary chapters, In which the 
new discoTeries are recorded, and an additional chapter on 
Practical Astronomy : it contains twenty-four plates. 

ViNCE. A Complete System of Astronomy, 3 vols. 

quarto, by Professor Vince. 
WooDUousE. A Treatise on Astronomy, 8 parts, 

octavo, 1/ 10^. 
Jam lESON. A Celestial Atlas, with descriptions, by 

Dr. Jamieson, quarto, 1/ 5$. 
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PfiioR. Lectures on Astronomy, accompanied and 
illustrated by the Astronomicon, a series of move- 
able Diagrams, by W. H. Prior, duodecimo, 
10# 6d. 

^ With moveable Diagrams, 31 13s 6d. 

Tbii DOTel and ingenioos apparatm accompanies tbe lectaret, 
to Vender ttill more popular this delightful science. 



While other sciences were progressive in their 
improvement this appears to have been sometimes 
advancing, sometimes stationary, and at others re- 
trograde. For as Hypothesis alone was the foanda- 
tion of each system, the labours of one age or sect 
frequently destroyed those of the preceding. The 
number and harmony of the Pythagoreans, the ideas 
of Plato, and the matter and form of Aristotle^ sue* 
cessiv^ly prevailed. The Epicureans embraced one 
system and the Sceptics another. In later times, 
amongst a variety of other crude notions, appeared 
the vortices of Descartes, the metaphysical specula- 
tions of Leibnitz, and the extravagances of Spinoza. 
Each of those, however, while pushing his scheme to 
the utmost of his power, and vainly hoping to render 
it complete, more effectually contributed towards 
shewing its absurdity, and consequently undermined 
the foundation of that Babel which he had been him- 
self erecting. 

Happily for the world the Stagyrite and his Cate- 
gories, the Cartesian Vortices of more modern times. 
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and all the intermediate absurdities and metaphysi- 
cal subtilties, no longer haunt the imagination of 
the philosopher. The sagacious mind of the illus- 
trious Bacon, with his inductive process, broke 
through the trammels of the schools ; and the sub- 
lime genius of Newton, with his scientific investiga- 
tors, has conducted the student of nature from the 
dark and intricate mazes of uncertainty and error, 
into the illumined path which leads <^ through nature 
up to nature*B God.^* 

Beckmank. a Concise History of Ancient Insti- 
tutions, Inventions, and Discoveries in Science 
and Mechanic Art, by Professor Beckm'ann,' 
abridged, 3 vols, duodecimo, 15s. 
Good. The Book of Nature, being a popular 
illustration of the general Laws and Phenomena 
of Creation in its unorganized and organized, its 
corporeal and mental departments, by John Ma- 
son Good, M.D. &c. 3 vols, octavo, 1/ 16^. 

This book b certainly tbe best pMlotopUcal digest of the kind 
which we have seln. 

Ho NT. The Little World of Knowledge, arranged 
numerically, designed as an Introduction to the 
Arts and Sciences, H istory. Natural Philosophy, 
&c. duodecimo, price 7«, by Charlotte Mutilda 
Hunt. 

Novel in its plan, praiseworthy in its etecation, this little book 
is traly what it professes to be. • To give an example of her nMthod, 
she arranges under numbers the. leading peculiarities of the sub- 
jects noticed as under, les cinques, the five orders oJT architecture 
are described,' and so on« 

Gregory. An Elementary Treatise on Natural Phi- 
losophy, tramlated from the French of M. R. J, 
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Hauy, Professor of Mineralogry, &c. by Olintliiis 
Gregory, LL.D. with notes by the translator, 9 
vols, octavo, 1807, 1/ 4*. 

The translator having pablished treatiiet on Aitronomy 'and 
Mechanics, and tieing desirous of eompleting a ^onne of NaUiral 
Fhilosopbj, met with this work of M. Haoy, which appeared so 
well adapted to his design, that he concluded he could not do 
better than present it in an English dress. There Is Bore origl* 
nalitj of manner, and more vigour of iotellect, discoverable in 
the Trait6 de Physique, than in any other elementary treatise of 
Natural Philosophy which has for many years made its appear- 
ance in Britain. The translator has ezecnted his task with abi* 
lily, and very mo^h enhanced the value of the original work by 
frequent and copious notes* 

Enfield. Institutes of Natural Philosophy, Theo- 
retical and Experimental, by William Enfield, 
LXi.D. quarto, 1785, second edition, 1799. 

This is an admirable work, both in plan and execution, and 
deserves to be reprinted with improvements adapting it to the 
present state of science, for the institution of successive races of 
students in Natural Philosophy. 

Bacon. The Works of Lord Chancellor Bacon, 

10 vols, octavo. 
Leslie. The Elements of Natural Philosophy, by 

Professor Leslie. 
Cavallo. The Elements of Natural or Ezperi- 

mental Philosophy, by Cavallo, 4 vols, octavo, 

91 is. 

Aji eicellent work. 

Imison. The Elements of Science and Art, by John 

Imison, 9 vols, octavo, 1/ 5f . 
Joyce. Letters on Natural and Experimental 

Philosophy, addressed to a youth, by the Rev. J. 

Joyce, duodecimo, 17 plates, 9f • 
For young persons there is an excellent little work. 
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called Scientific Dialogues, by the Rev. J. 
Joyce, 6 vols. 18mo. 15^, half-bound. 

Companion to Scientific Dialogues, or Tutor's As- 
sistant in Natural and Experimental Philosophy, 
half-bound, 2s 6d. 

Conversations on Natural Philosophy, with plates, 
duodecimo, 10^ 6d. 

Philosophical Transactions, abridged, 18 volumes, 
quarto, 18/ 185. 



INCLUDING MAGNETISM, BLBCTBICITT, AND 

GALVANISM. 

Cavallo. On Magnetism and Electricity, 3 vols. 

octavo, I85. 
Wilkinson. The Elements of Gralvanism, by C. 

H. Wilkinson, S vols, octavo, 1/ Is. 
Davy. The Bakerian Lectures, by Sir Humphrey 

Davy, in the transactions of the Royal Society. 
EuLEB. Letters of Euler to a German Princess, 

on different subjects in Physics and Philosophy, 

translated from the IVench by Henry Hunter, 

D.D. with original notes and a glossary, by Dr. 

Brewster, 2 vols, octavo, 16s. 

These letten to the Princess d*ADhaiiU Dessaa, niece to Fre- 
derick 11, King of Pnissia, were begun' in 1700. They were 
first pnbUsbed ftt Ltolpsic in 1770, and afterwiurds in Paris fa 
1787, by Condorcet and De la Croix. The notes in Dr. Hanter^s 
edition bring down the new difcoTcries to the date of its publi- 
cation. TtMmgh too iMiay and tb6 great a tariety of subjects are 
crowded into, the worl[, and some of them appear scarcely to 
accord with the original plan, yet those that properly belong to 
it, and treated at snflicient length, display the land of a mas- 
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ter, and mre worthy of a cbanurter to deservedly Ugii aaioBf 
mathematiciaos as that of Leonard Eoler. 



Davy. Chemical Philosophy^ by Sir Humphrey 
Davy, octavo. 

Thomson. A System of Chemistry, by Dr. Thom- 
son, 4 vols, octavo, 31. 

An Attempt to establish the first Princi- 
ples of Chemistry by Experiment, 3 vols, octavo, 
1/ 105. 

Murray. A System of Chemistry, 8 volumes, oc- 
tavo, fifth edition, 1/ 5s. 

Brande. a Manual of Chemistry, containing the 
principal facts of the science, by W. T. Brande, 
3 vols, octavo, plates and wood-cuts, 21 5s. 

GuRNEY. Lectures on the Elements of Chemical 
Science, by Groldsworthy Gurney, Esq. octavo, 
13s. 

Turner. The Elements of Chemical Science, by 
Edward Turner, M.D. one large octavo volume, 
16*. 

Conversations on Chemistry, S vols, duodecimo, 14^. 

Joyce. Dialogues on Chemistry, intended for the 
instruction of young persons, by the Rev. J. 
Joyce, 2 vols. 9s. 

Parke. Chemical Catechism, octavo, l8r. 



Bbande. Outlines of Geology, by W. T. Brande, 
Esq. 7# 6d. 
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CuTiER. An Essay on the Theory of the Garth, by 
Baron Cuvier, translated by Kerr, with notes by 
Jamieson, octavo, 1833. 

BucKLAND. ReliquisB Diluvianae, by the Rev. W. 
Buckland, quarto, 1/ 6s. 

The works of Profetsor Backland merit great attention. 

Geological Society. Transactions of the Geolo- 
gical Society, quarto, 4 vols. lOl lOs, 

MoHs. Treatise on Mineralogy, by Frederick 
Mohs, Professor in the Mining Academy of Frei- 
burg, translated from the German, with consi- 
derable additions by W. Haidinger^ S volumes, 
octavo, numerous figures, 1/ 16^. 

KiRWAN. Elements of Mineralogy, 2 vols, octavo. 
His. 

SowERBY. British Mineralogy, with coloured 
figures. 

A beautiful work. 

KiDD. The Outlines of Mineralogy, 2 vols, octavo. 

Ad eiceUent work for a young student 

Clarke. Methodical Distribution of the Mineral 

Kingdom, folio, 1/ Is, 

Syllabus of Mineralogy, 6* 6d. 

Mawe. a Descriptive Catalogue of Minerals, by 

John Mawe, octavo, 78. 

■ Lessons on Mineralogy, 7*. 
— — Treatise on Diamonds and Precious Stones, 

octavo, 159. 
Jameson. A System of Mineralogy, 3 vols, octavo, 

21 I6s. 
— — Manual of Mineralogy, octavo, 15i. 
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WooDWABD. History* of the Fossils of England, 

3 vols, octavo. 
Wbrner. Treatise on the Internal Character of 

Fossils. 
Conversations on Mineralogy, 8 vols, duodecimo, 

14^. with platfas. 

The plan of thcfe CoDTenaiiont it happily. coaceiTcd, an4 
ezeeated with ability and taste. 



Smith. An'Introdaction to Botany, by Sir James 

Edward Smithy octavo, plates, U$. 
Grammar oif Botany, 21 plates, octavo, ISt, 

coloured, 1/ 8f. 

English Flora, volumes 1 and 8, 1/ 4#. 



Martyn. The Language of Botany, by Professor 
Martyn, octavo. 

The Letters on the Elements of Botany, by Rous- 
seau, translated into English, with notes and 
additional letters, fully explaining the system of 
Linnaeus, by Martyn, octavo. 

Knapp. British Grasses, quarto, & & • 

The plates are beantlfal, and the deseriptiMM accurate. 

Curtis. Flora Londinensis, by W. Curtis, 3 vols. 

folio, 18/ 185. 

Botanical Magazine. 

SowERBY. English Botany, by Sowerby, 36 vols. 

octavo. 
Thornton. An Introducticm to the Science of 

Botany, price 8f • 
British Botanist, duodecimo. 
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Thomson. Liectares on the Elements of Botany, by 
A. T. Thomson, F.L.S. vol. 1, plates, U8s. 

EvELTN. Sylva, or a discourse on Forest Trees, 
by John Evelyn, Esq. with notes by Hunter, 8 
vols, quarto, 51 5s. 

Ad admirable work for those who are ditpoted to impro?e 
their estatei. 

Loudon. An Encyclopedia of Gardening, with 700 
wood engravings, royal octavo, 2/. 

Thb is a work of great merit. The information b most eitea- 
sive and /romplete. As a proof of pablic approbation it has 
reached a fourth edition in a short time. 

There is also published by the same author, the En- 
cyclopaedia of Agpriculture, the same size, with 
upwards of 800 engravings. This likewise con- 
tains avast body of valuable information. S/ \0s. 

Hortus Britannicus; a catalogue of all 

the plants indigenous cultivated in, or introduced 
into Britain, by J. C. Loudon, post octavo. 

HoBTicuLTURAii SociETY. Transactions of the 
Horticultural Society, 5 vols, quarto, S9/ 3s 6d. 

DoNN. Hortus Cantabrigiensis, or a complete cata- 
logue of plants, by Donn, octavo, 10s 6d. 

Withering. An Introduction to Botany, 4 vols, 
octavo, 9/ Ss. 

Conversations on Botany, plates, coloured, lOs 6dy 
plain, 7s 6d, 

AiTON. Hdrtus Kewensis, or a Catalogue of Plants 
in the Royal Gardens at Kew, in 5 vols, octavo, 
31 3s. 

Phillips. A History of Cultivated Vegetables, S 
vols. 



\ 



346 ^Qo^o€iy. 

* 

Phillips, Pomarattm BtiUMoif iu»j or a H ii t ll i sy:Of 

FrailB kaown ia Gi:Mt BriUHSi ^: Uie.iame 

author. 
Hppi(s&« MiMcologia Britaimica^ ernijtwwjig the 

Mosses of Great Britain, by W, i^ ifeolieir and 

Dr. T. Taylor. 
LiNHEAN Society. Transactions of 0le Linnean 

Society, of which fifteen Tolnmes ha^e appeared, 

in parts at M It. 
Butt. The Botanical Primer; being an introduc- 

tion to English Bota^ adapted to the XiMiean 

system, by the Rev. J. M. l^t^ duodeoimo^ 6«. 



INCLUDING ORNITHOLOGY, ICHTUYOLOGT, 
ENTOMOLOGY AND CONCHOLOGY. 

A philosophic master should turn the attention of 
his. scholars to the contemplation of objects that suit* 
round them, of laying open the wonderful art witb 
which every part of the universe is form^, and tl^ 
providence which governs the vegetable and aniinal 
creation. He may lay before thepi t&e Religioa^ 
Philosopher of Ray — Derham's Physicp-?— Theology, 
together with Spectacle de la Nature ;— and,in time^ 
recommend to their perusal, Rondoletius and Aldro* 
vandliB* l)r. ^ohmpn,, . 



Latham. A General Synopsis of Birds, by I^pAkam, 
10 vob. qpiai'to, 2bL 

a more complete and tcieoUSc work oo this subject canapt b% 
obtained. 



Lewin . British Birds^ 8 v.ols;. quarto, 1800, 10/ 10^. 
DotfovAN. British BirdS) by E. DeiDdiwii 7 vols; 

royal octavo, 12/ \2s. 
Bewick. The History of British Birds, '#ith a 

fiuppl^iiieat, BumeroQt Wi>od-i^l8^ .S vols. deiB^ 

betevo, nils 6di large psapety S/ S#. 
Jar^ihe and Sblbt. Ulustratioiis of Oriutbology:, 

by Sir William Jardine, Bart, and J, P. Selby, 

ESsq. F.LitSji 

^Tllft-spilen^ld work will ^e ptblithed in qiiartferly parte, royAl 
quarto^ each part containing from 15 to 90 plates, on which 
fhim to to SO specie! are figured i each part It. 11#. OiL 



ICHTHTOLOOT. 

PfiNNAjrqr, ijfi his British Zoology, 4 vols, oetavo, 
3/ ISf 6rf, grives a full account of flshea* 

Shaw. The Zoology of Dr. Shaw is likewise it 
complete library of Natural History. 

Donovan. The History of British Fishes, 5 tols. 
royal octavo, lOflO^. 

Isaac Walton. The Coiniplete Angler of Isaac 
Walton has been b^antifutly got up by Mr. Ma- 
jor, of Flek Street, fof* 18^ small paper, 11 ISr 
Iltrge paper. 

Mr. Pickering, of Clfaancery Ijane, is pre^ariii^ a 
splendidly embellislied editioh, with designs by 
't. St<ythArd, Esq. R. A. 

The Work of Blodh^ in Oetlnm ahd F^c^6h, 19 
vols, folio, with coloured iigur^ff, ttr't^d* gi^hdest 
on this sulsject. 
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ENTOMOLOGY. 

KiABY AMU Spence. All Intfoductidii to EntoMcv 
logy, with coloured plates, 4 volumes octavo, 
3ll2s. 

Donovan. The Natural History of British Insects, 
by E. Donovan, 16 volumes royal octavo, 244 16f. 
■ The Insects of China, India, New Hol- 

land, &c. 3 vols, royal quarto, by the oame 
celebrated Naturalist, 6/ 6^ each volume. 

Curtis. British Entomology^ by John Curtis, FX.S. 
volume 1 contains fifty highly coloured plates, 
2l\is. 

HuBER. On Bees, duodecimo, 9s. 

■ On the Ant, duodecimo, 9s. 

These are highly iDterettiog little workt« Haber deroted hit 
closest attention to the history of these renmrkable insects- 

Keys. On the management of Bees, octavo. 
Martin and Albin. Natural History of Spiders. 
Samouelle. British Elntomology, plates, coloured^ 
octavo, 1/ 18^. 



CONCHOLOGT. 

Da Costa. Elements of Conchology, by Da Costa. 
LiAMARCK. Illustrations of Conchology^ according 

to the system of Lamarck, with a series of 

twenty plates, royal quarto. 
Montague. Testacea Britannica^ quarto, 21 2s. 
Donovan. British Shells, by E. Donovan, 5 vols. 

royal octavo, 7/ 15^. 
Ma WE. The Voyager's Companion, or Shell Col« 

lector's Piloty by John Mawe, 5#. 

■ Linnasan Conchology, octavo, 1/ 1#. 



ZOOLOGY. 349 

Mawe. Introduction to the Study of Concbology, 
plain 9ty coloured Us. 

WooDARCH. An Introduction to the Study of 
Conchology, plates, by Charles Woodarch, post 
octavo, 95 • 
■ — Plates coloured, 14*. 

Brookes. An, Introduction to the Study of Con- 
chology, according to the system of Liamarck, by 
S. Brookes, Esq. F.L.S. quarto, numerous figures, 
coloured, SI lOf, highly coloured, 51 15s 6d. 

DiLLWYN. A Descriptive Catalogue of Recent 
Shells, by L. W. DUlwyn, 2 vols, octavo, U 18s. 

Wood. Index Testaceologicus, or a Catalogue of 
Shells, British and Foreign, by W. Wood, oc- 
tavo, 9*. 

BuBROw. The Elements of Conchology, according 
to the linnaean System, by the Rev. H. E. J. 
Burrow. 



Palet. Natural Theology, by William Paley, 

octavo, Ssy duodecimo, 5*. 
LiNNJEUs. A General System of Nature, translated 

into English by Turton, 7 vols, octavo. 
BuFFOK. Natural History, by the Count de Buffon, 

with additions by Wood, many plates, 80 vols. 

octavo, 10/. 
Pennant. Arctic and British Zoology, Histpry of 

Quadrupeds, and Genera of Birds, 5 volum^ 

quarto. 
Goldsmith. Animated Nature^ by Oliver. Gold* 

smith, 6 vols, octavo. 
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Shaw. Zoology, by Dr. Shaw, 11 vdi. JB8k 17» td. 

— — -*- Zoological Lectures, nameroim platei| 2 
vols, octavo, 2^ 12#6rf. 

Naturalist's Miscellany and General Zoology. 

Bewick. The History of Quadrupeds, by Thomas 
Bewick, numerous wood'CuCs, II I^, large fmper, 
»&. 

BsaKENHOUT. Synopsis of tbe Natural History of 
Great BritainvS vols, octavo. 

BiNGiiET. Awmal Biography, by the Rev. W. 
Biogley, 4 t#1s« plates, daodecioio, ll 8$. 

Wood. Zoography, or the Beauties of Nature dis- 
|dayed, by W. Wood, numerous plates, 3 vok« 
octavo, 3llSs6d. 

St. Pierre. Studies of Nature, from the French 
of St. Pierre, by Dr; Hunter, 4 vols, octavo, SI fif . 

Scott. British Field Sports, illustrated 1^ ifly 
highly finished engravings, octavo. 

Donovan. The Naturalist*s Repository, or Miscel- 
lany of Exotic Natural History, by E. Donovan, 
F.L.S. royal octavo, S vols. 91 9s each, continued 
in monthly parts. 

CuviER. The Animal Kingdom described attd ar- 
ranged in conformity with its organization, bj 
the Baron Cuvier, with additional matter by Ed- 
ward Griffith, F. L. S. demy quarto, India paper, 
1/ 4lt each part ; royal octavo, coloured^ 1/ 4f-^ 
plain, i8«; demy octavo, plain, 12r. 

The Translation of the Ossemens Foesiles 

of the Baron Cuvier, to be included in 10 parts. 

Everj part of tbe wide ield of SMlofy btt beea tiirtejcd by 



this fDlif^hteneil and sealoas inqairer, and no corner has 
escaped his peDetrating glance. Equal to Baflbn in enlarged 
▼lews and comprehensive grasp, and much superior to him in pa- 
0mi re«eai«h, oHsait ohtenetioB, aftd learned mquktj^ he f » 
seats a rare union of all the great requtsites for promoting natural 
knowledge. He has not been less fortunate in his situation than 
in his qualifications. Derotlug Mb whole time to science, and 
surrounded by numerous able assistants, he could avail himself, 
to the full extebt, of those liberal institutions for the advance* 
ment of natural Knowledge, and that uniform endouragement' of 
talfenty for which tcienot will ever be indented to tbd French 
Government. Accordingly, iiis progreu has been everywhere 
marked by improvement and discovery. 

Engaged, says he, in antiquarian researches of a new kind, I 
bare been obliged to learotbeaftiofdacyphflriof and neutering 
* tbegie moauments^^^frjecog^ing and replacftng. their primitive 
afhingement the scattered and mutilated fragments of which they 
cemiM, of reconstructing those ancient beingt te wliicfar they be- 
longed, of eitliibitiog thdr pipportiiup^aid lastly, of eonparing 
them to those wiiicb are found at this moment on the surfkte of 
the globe; an art almoet unknown, and presupposing the exis- 
tence of a scienee bitberto alkiiost untouehed— I mean the hiWt of 
co-existence, which regulate the forms of tbe varimis parti of 
organised beings. The subject is one of the most curious that 
can engage our attention. If we feel an interest in following 
through tlie infknoy of our tpeeies tlie almoil eiiiwed traeei of to 
many extinct nations, we shall be att least eqtally gratifled in 
exploring, amid, the darkness that involves the early ag^ of 
the earth, the remains of rcYolntions antleiior to the exilteuce of 
of an nations- 

BiuuMEKdACH. A iMhnual of the Elements o^'Natu- 
rait Hi9toirg|c, tr^goiBliKed. facowt. the Gcrmaxi; of 
Btamenbfidf by Giyfe^ oetavOj ft^* 

■^ ^'iM 1r d«d^eAy ifere most-sctentifte wdrtt on the subject: It 
ii l>y far the best introduction to natural history in any language, 
and is particularly valuable for the anatomical and physiological 
information with which it abounds. 
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3l9plicatum of f^jsrital ^denoif to t^ %U0* 



BiRKBECK. A Comprehensive and Systematic Dis- 
play, Theoretical and Practical, of the Steam 
Engine, by George Birkbeck, M. D. F.G.S. 
M.A.S. President of the London Mechanics' In- 
stitution ; and Henry Adcock and James Adcock, 
Civil Engineers; illustrated by plates by the 
best artists, engraved from the most accurate 
drawings, made, in every case, expressly for this 
work only. Handsomely printed in quarto. 

Fabey. a Treatise on the Steam Engine, Histori- 
cal, Practical, and Descriptive, by J. Farey, 
quarto, plates. 

TouNG. A Course of Lectures on Natural Philo- 
phy and the Mechanical Arts, by Thomas Toung, 
M.D. S vols, quarto, plates, 1807. 

Id this Taloable and interestiog work there is a nost conplete 
cajtalogae of w;orkt relatiog to Natural Philosophy aad the Me- 
chaoical Arts, with references to particalar passages, and occa^ 
sional abstracts and remarks. To girt an idea of this anaoge- 
ment, I wiU subjoin a brief onUine, which woaU icrre as a 
model for thtarranfenM&t of other d^artncnts of litcratare. 



TO THE ARTS. 
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Catalogues. 

Collections relating to the Sciences. 

Collections of the woriis of single authors. 

Mathematics in general. 

Of Quantity and Numbers, or Algebra. 
Proportions. 
Fractions. 
General Theories. 
Impossible Quantities. 
Equations. 

Equations with radical Quantities* 
Limits of Equations. 
Machines for Equations. 
Arithmetic. 
Logarithms. 

ITables of Logarithms. 
Geometry. 

Mensuration. 
Trigonometry. 
Comparison of variable Quantities. 
Properties of Curves. 



z z 
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Natural History in general. 
Mineralogy in general. 

Systems. 

Philosophy of Mineralogy. 
Botany in gmieraL 

Systems. 

Vegetable Anatomy. 
Zoology. 

Systems. 

Physiology. 
Cultivation of Natural Productions, 
including Agriculture. 

aferds but a faint outline of the Catalogue. 



This department comprehends) 

1st, PUkMK^y of the Human Mind. 
8nd, Logic. 



To proceed far in the study of Method, it will be 
proper ia reoHlUBend-^Crousaz, Watts, Le Clerc, 
Wolfius, and Locke's Essay on the Hunan Under- 
standing; and if there be any necessity of adding the 
Peripatetic Logic, which has been perhaps con- 
demned without a candid trial, it will be convenient 
to proceed to Sanderson, Wallis, Crackenthorpe, 
and Aristotle. 

For a plain and practical Manual, nothing can be 
better than a small work in French, taken from Du 
Marsais. 
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LOGIC. 

The logic which for so maay ages kept poseessioii 
of the schools, has «t4&st been coadeoiBed «]$ a uere 
'art of wrangling, of very little use ip the pursuit Of 
truth; and late writers have contented themselves 
with giving an account of the operations of the mtBci, 
marking the various stages of her progress, and 
giving some general rules for the regulation of her 
conduct. 

This work, however laborious, has yet been 
fruitless, if there be truth in an observation very 
frequently made, that logicians out of the «efaool do 
not reason better than men unassisted by those lighio 
which their science is supposed to bestow. It is not 
to be doubted but that logicians may be sometime^ 
overborne by their passions, or blinded by>their pre- 
judices; aadthatamaa nay reason ill^ as he-may 
act ill, not because he does not know what is 
right, but because he does not regard it; yet it is no 
more the &ult of his art that it does not direct him 
when bis attention is withdrawn from it, than it is 
the defect of his sight that he misses his way when 
he shuts his eyes. Against this cause of error there 
is no provision to be made, otherwise than by incul- 
cating the value of truth and the necessity of conquer- 
ing the passions* 

But logic may likewise fail to produce its efiects 
upon common occasions, for want of being frequently 



356 MENTAL SCIENCE. 

and familiarly applied, till its precepts may direct 
the mind imperceptibly, as the fingers of a musician 
are regulated by his knowledge of the tune. This 
readiness of recollection is only to be procured by 
frequent impression, and therefore it will be proper 
to take frequent occasion in the most easy and fami- 
liar conversation, to observe when its roles are pre- 
served and when they are broken, and that after- 
wards he read no authors without taking account of 
every remarkable exemplification or breach of the 
laws of reasoning. Dr. Johmom. 



Watts. The Improvement of the Mind, by. Dr. 
Watts, octavo* 

-^— — Logic, by the same author, octavo, 7#, duo- 
decimo, 4#. 

Wa llis . Logic, duodecimo. 

Collard's Praxis of Logic is a convenient substitute 
for the large treatises of Watts and Duncan. 

Smart. Practical Logic, by B. H. Smart, duode- 
cimo, 3* 6d. 

Stewart. Philosophy of the Human Mind, by 
Dugald Stewart, 3 vols, octavo, 1/ 8f . 

A third Tolome of this excellent work b now 

Rbid. Elssays on the Intellectual Powers of Man, 
by Dr. Reid, octavo, 8f . 

Thu book b oanally read at Cambridge after Locke. 

■ Eksays on the Mind, 3 vols, octavo, 1/ 1 1# 6<f. 



One thing which rabes Bfr. Stewart above all mental phU< 
pheriy b the spirit of philanthropy which brealbet la ettrs Ibie. 
He most anostentatioosly, we had almost said onconscionslj^ 
dlMOMes the powers of mind as if he was laying a foandatioa 
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for the phOoio'pliy of Tirtne $ and his object teems to be to ac- 
quire a knowled|:e of the intellect of bumao creatores, as the 
means of making them happier. This is a point of view in which 
DO French pbiiosopber can be compared with him. 

Reid has so admirablj fixed the bonndaries of those regions 
into which the human mind may penetrate with reasonable ex- 
pectation of advantage, and shown the futility of going beyond 
those Kmits, that he might be of the greatest ose in confining per- 
sons to attainable inquiries, and preventing them from wandering 
where there is nothing to guide, and nothing to convince them. 

Locke. Essay on the Human Understanding, by 
John Locke, 2 vols, octavo, lis. 

Conduct of the Understanding, octavo, 75. 

Bbown. The Philosophy of the Human Mind, 

second edition, 4 vols, octavo, S/ 12s 6d. 
Be ATT IE. An Essay on Truth, by Dr. Beattie, 
duodecimo, 55. 

The Elements of Moral Science, 2 vols. 

octavo, I65. 

Alison. Essays on the Nature and Principles of 
Taste, by the Rev. Archibald Alison, 2 vols, oc* 
tavo, 1/ Is. 

Chapone. Letters on the Improvement of the 
Mind, royal 18mo. by Mrs. Chapone, 45. 

Smith. The Theory of Moral Sentiments, by Adam 
Smith, octavo, 135. 

Burke. On the Sublime and Beautiful, by the 
Right Honourable Edmund Burke, octavo, Is. 

Mason. A Treatise upon Self Knowledge, by the 
Rev. G. Mason, foolscap octavo, 65.. 

Gbey. Memoria Technica, or a Method of Artifi- 
. cial Memory, by Dr. Grey, new edition, duode- 
cimo, 55, with Lowe's Mnemonics. 
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This department comprehends— 
I. Moral and Political Philosophy. 
8. Jurisprudence and works on the English (km- 
stitution. 

When the obligations of morality are taught, let 
the sanctions of Christianity never be forgotten, by 
which it will be shewn that they give strength and 
lustre to each other. Religion will appear to be 
the voice of reason, and morality the will of God. 
Under this article must be recommended, TuUy's 
Offices, — Grotius,— -Puffendorf, — Cumberland's Laws 
of Nature, and the excellent Mr. Addison's Moral 
and Religious Essays. Dr. Johnson. 



Paley. Moral and Political Philosophy, 8 vols. 

octavo, 145. 
An Analysis of Paley's Moral and Political 

Philosophy, in Question and Answer, duodeci- 

mo, 5s. 

Paley thonld be read with Gibbon*tPriBcfp1et of Horelaad. 

Political Philosophy Investigated, octavo. 

Grisborne's Inquiry into the Dutiefe of Men, S Tols. 
octavo. 

The Duties of Women, octavo and duo- 
decimo. 

Hntcbinson's Moral Philosophy, octavo and duode* 
cimo. 
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Ferguson's Moral aud Political Science. 
EsTLiir. Familiar Lectures on Moral Philosophy, 
by J. P. Estlin, LL.D« 2 vols, octavo, 18«. 



JURISPRUDENCE. 

This knowledge, by peculiar necessity, constitutes 
a part of the education of ail Englishman, who pro« 
fesses to obey his Prince according to the Law, and 
who is himself a secondary legislator, as he gives 
his consent, by his representative, to all the laws by 
which he is bound> and has a right to petition the 
great council of the nation, whenever ke tliinks they 
are deliberating upon an aet detrimental to the in« 
terests of the community. This is therefore a sub- 
ject to which the thoughts of a young man ought to 
be directed, and that he may obtain such knowledge 
as may qualify him to act and judge as one of a free 
people, let him be directed to Fortescue's Treatises,' 
— Bacon's Discourses on the Law and Govern- 
ment of England, — Blackstone's Commentaries, — 

Temple's Introduction,— Locke on Government, 

Zouch's Elementa Juris Civilis,— Plato Redivivus, 
— Gurdon's History of Parliaments, and ^looker's 
Ecclesiastical Polity. Dr. Johnson. 

Montesquieu. The Spirit of of Laws, from the 

French of Montesquieu, S vols. 11«. 
BuRLAMAQUi. Natural and Political Laws, 2 vols. 

octavo. 
Vattel. The Law of Nations, by Vattel. 

The original it entitled Le Droit dei Gent, 2 toIs. octavo, 
Paris, 1820. 
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Grotius. On War and Peace, folio. 

PuFFENDOBF. Law of Nature and Nations, quarto. 

Winn. Eunomus, or Dialogues concerning the 
JLaw and Constitution of England, 2 vols, duode- 
cimo. 

This book is highly recommended f o be read prerious to Black- 
stooe's Commentaries* 

Blackstonb. Commentaries on the Laws of Eng- 
land, by Sir William Blackstone, revised and 
corrected by Taylor Coleridge, Esq. 4 vols, oc- 
tavo. 

When yon have read Blackstone once, read hi|n agaSn, was the 
advice of Lord Erskine to a young student. 

There is an Analysis in 18mo. 4#. . 

1)e Lolme on the Constitution of England, octa- 
vo, 7#. 

Reeves. History of the English Liaw, 4 volumes, 
octavo. 

BuBN. Ecclesiastical Law^ 4 vols, octavo. 

The Justice of the Peace and Parish Officer, 

5 vols, octavo. 



^otttttai €cottomp. 

The general principles of trade and commerce it 
becomes every man to understand, as it is impossible 
that any should be high or low enough not to be in 
some degree affected by their declension or prosperity. 
It is therefore necessary that it should be universally 
known among us, what changes of property are ad- 
vantageous, or when the balance of trade is on our 
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side, what are ihe products or manufactures of other 
countries, and how far one nation may, in any spe- 
cies of traffic, obtain or preserve superiority over 
another. 

The theory of trade is yet but little understood, 
and therefore the practice is often without real ad- 
vantage to the public ; but it might be carried on. 
with more general success if its principles were bet- 
ter considered* To excite that attention I recom- 
mend the perusal of Mun upon Foreign Trade, — Sir 
Josiah Child, — Locke upon Coin, — Davenant's 
Treatises,— The British Merchant, — Dictionnaire de 
Commerce, — and for an Abstract or Compendium, 
Gee, and an improvement that may hereafter be 
made upon his plan. Dr. Johnson. 



Smith. The Wealth of Nations, by Dr, Adam 
Smith, 3 vols, octavo, 18;. 

Lauderdale. On the Nature and Origin of Pub- 
lic Wealth, by the Earl of Lauderdale, octa- 
vo, 12i. 

CoLQUHOUN. Treatise on the Wealth, Power and 
Resources of the British Empire, by Patrick 
Colquhoun, Esq. quarto, 1815. 

Malthus. An Essay on Population, by the Rev. 
T. R. Malthus, 3 vols, octavo, 2/ 2s. 

— — — Principles of Political Economy consi- 
dered with a view to their practical application, 
octavo, 15;. 

■ . Definitions in Political Economy, with 

3a 
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remarks on the deviation from these rules in 

their writings, duodecimo, 6s 6d. 
RicARDo. Principles of Political Economy and 

Taxation, by David Ricardo, E9q. octavo, I4f. 
Mill. Elements of Political Economy, octavo. 
Conversations on Political Economy, in which the 

elements of that science are familiarly explained, 

duodecimo, 9s. 
TooKE. Observations on the Currency. 

A clever work. 

Lowe. On the Prospects of England with regard 

to Agriculture, Trade and Finance, octavo, 12*. 
Thompson. An Inquiry into the Principles of the 

Distribution of Wealth, by William Thompson, 

Esq. octavo, lis. 
Mill. The Elements of Political Economy, by 

James Mill, Esq, author of British India, oc* 

tavo, 8^. 
M'CuLLocH. A Discourse on Political Economy, 

by J. R. M'Culloch, Esq. octavo, 5s. 

Mr. M'CuHoch has greatly distinguished himself in this depart- 
ment, by hb Principles of Political Economy, and many able 
arUclesip the Edioburgb Review. 



Wtnk0 on 3^atntin0 onti ^mntrtief. 

Walpole. Anecdotes of Painting in England, 5 
vols, duodecimo. 

This book was first poblisbed with portraits, in five volamet 
quarto, at Strawberry Hill. 

PiLKiNOTON. Dictionary of Painters, by Pilking- 
ton, improved by Fuseli, quarto. 
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Bryan. A Dictionary of Painters and Engravers, 

2 vols, quarto, 5/ 5;. 
Dictionary of Painters, Sculptors and Engravers, 

&c. duodecimo, 10^ Gd. 
Reynolds. Discourses addressed to the Royal 

Academy, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, octavo. 
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